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With a 31-24 victory at Kentucky 
Saturday night, Vanderbilt exorcised 
26 years of frustration and heartbreak, 
earning a sixth win, bowl eligibility 
and a sense of pride for Commodore 
football. 

Mixed feelings of jubilation and 
relief permeated the Vanderbilt 
players and coaching sta�  after the 
victory. 

“We’re humans and we know 
it,” said Vanderbilt coach Bobby 
Johnson. “A lot has been lifted o�  our 
shoulders.”

Sensational play on both sides 
of the ball by junior D.J. Moore 
keyed the emotional win. Primarily 
a cornerback and return man, 
the amazingly versatile Moore 
was inserted at wide receiver and 
caught two touchdown passes from 
quarterback Chris Nickson for his 
� rst two career receptions.

He wasn’t � nished. Moore 
intercepted a pass from Kentucky’s 
Randall Cobb late in the � rst half to 
set up Nickson’s third touchdown 
pass of the game to give Vanderbilt a 
21-7 lead. � en, with 2:07 remaining 
and Kentucky driving to tie the game, 
Moore anticipated a slant route and 
picked o�  Cobb again to seal the win, 
setting o�  a celebration so many in 
Commodore Nation had waited on 
for so long.

“It feels like a ton of bricks has been 
taken o�  our shoulders,” Moore said.

Johnson, in his seventh year at 
Vanderbilt (6-4, 4-3 Southeastern 
Conference), was doused with water 

on the sidelines by his ecstatic players 
when the win was sealed. � e coach 
said while he was personally excited 
for his coaching sta�  to reach the 
mark, the real heroes were the men 
on the � eld.

“We really are happy for the players,” 
Johnson said. “A lot of people told 
them they couldn’t do it. We started o�  
with � ve wins and started losing a few 
games, and people started reminding 
them that they couldn’t do it, so I’m 
very happy for them.”

A crowd of Vanderbilt faithful 
welcomed back the team at 2:45 in 
the morning Sunday, congratulating 
a team that had done what no other 
Commodore squad had accomplished 
in over a quarter-century. 

In Johnson’s usual fashion, though, 

he looked at the win mostly as a 
steppingstone for greater things for 
the Commodores this year.

“Obviously that’s one of our � rst 
goals,” he said of reaching bowl 
eligibility. “We’ve got several more, 
and I think our guys are smart enough 
to keep working hard and do better 
than what we’re doing right now.”

For the moment, however, Vanderbilt 
could celebrate. A four-game losing 
streak had many questioning the 
Commodores’ ability to come through 
in the clutch, but any doubters had to 
be convinced Saturday night.

Redshirt junior running back Jared 
Hawkins, who accounted for 133 
yards of o� ense and a touchdown, 
said the win felt great mostly because 
of the team’s closeness both on and 

o�  the � eld.
“I really feel like our team is like 

a family,” Hawkins said. “One of the 
things I went into the game excited 
about was that I wanted to do well for 
my team. A lot of guys felt the same way, 
just wanted to do well for each other.”

Like Johnson, Hawkins is looking at 
Vanderbilt’s 6-4 record as a means to 
an even greater end with two games 
remaining.

“In the o� season, that’s what 
we always talk about is getting 
prepared for the season, because 
we want to make history,” Hawkins 
said. “We want to get these last two 
wins. We want to do something 
even better; we want to set a pace 
for teams after us to continue to 
work for and try to beat.” ■

CAMPUS LIVING: Vanderbilt’s fi rst boxing match a knockout success. SEE PAGE 4
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Alice Ji, a 2006 
Vanderbilt graduate 
and one of the 
youngest Board of Trust 
members, said it was 
the nervousness she 
experienced on her � rst 
day at Vanderbilt that inspired her to 
become a board member.

“I was (also) heavily involved in 
student orientation because of the 
uncertainty I faced upon move-
in day freshman year,” said Ji. “I 
wanted to show incoming students 
that Vanderbilt was a place where 
students’ opinions matter and a place 
that encourages student involvement 
in all decisions, big and small.”

Each year, students and faculty 
nominate graduating seniors to vie 
for a position as a Young Alumni 
Trustee. After a selection committee 
narrows down the nominees to three 
� nalists, the graduating class and the 
classes one year above and below 
select the winner. According to Ji, 
these members help the board better 
understand the needs and concerns 
of current students and recently 
graduated alumni.

Ji said being a young trustee 
allowed her to better understand 
the administration’s role within the 
university.

“It was an opportunity to continue 
my participation in the life of 
Vanderbilt. While I was heavily 
involved in many di� erent aspects of 
student life, I had little exposure to 
the governance of the university and 
wanted to learn more — it intrigued 
me,” Ji said.

Ji demonstrated her commitment 
to student orientation while she 
was still an undergraduate. She was 
president of VUcept, a Summer 
Academic Orientation Leader and 
a student employee in the O�  ce 
of Undergraduate Admissions. Ji 
was also an ASB site leader, VSVS 
participant and vice president of 
communications for her sorority, 
Alpha Chi Omega.

Graduating with a degree in 
Engineering Science, Ji now works 
for Accenture, a global management 
consulting, technology services and 
outsourcing company in Arlington, 
Va. Ji said her orientation experience 
at Vanderbilt has carried over to her 
work at Accenture. She works as a 
talent and organization performance 
consultant, helping people face 
transitions in their careers.

Ji serves on Accenture’s Corporate 
Citizenship and Civic Action Team, 
where she plans community service 
opportunities and events for her fellow 
employees. Ji is also vice president of 
the D.C. alumni association and is 
currently training to run a marathon 
in the coming year. ■

Young 
alumna 
plays active 
board role

ADMINISTRATION

by SAMANTHA SMITH
News Contributor

by DAVID RUTZ
Sports Specialist

ALICE JI

� e � ght for equal rights 
for same-sex married couples 
continues in Nashville with the 
e� orts of hundreds, ranging 
from citizens within the local 
community to passionate 
Vanderbilt students. 

On Saturday morning, 
hundreds of people organized 
in downtown Nashville to lead 
a protest against the recent 
California amendment titled 
Proposition 8, the amendment to 
the California state constitution 
to de� ne marriage strictly as 
a union between a man and a 
woman. On the evening of Nov. 
4, the amendment passed with 
52.2 percent of the vote. 

Last weekend’s protest was 

organized with the e� orts of 
Nashvillians Carissa Williams, 
Marcella Nelson and George 
Oeser after they saw the Web site 
Join the Impact, which described 
the ongoing e� orts nationwide 
against Proposition 8.  

“� is protest was planned very 
last minute, actually,” said Oeser. 
“We all found out about this 
event taking place nationwide 
separately and had less than � ve 
days to work on it.”  

While the protest was 
impromptu, news of it managed 
to reach Vanderbilt students. 
Among the protestors were 
senior Kevin Duong and junior 
Alexandra Marcotte, treasurer 
and president of the Vanderbilt 
College Democrats, respectively. 

“I was noti� ed of the protest 
by the Director of the LGBTQI 

O�  ce, and we sent out a lot of 
e-mails trying to get students 
to go,” said Duong. “I drove 
some students down myself. 
We marched a considerable 
distance, starting from the front 
of the courthouse and ending 
up around Broadway. It was a 
great opportunity for students to 
exercise their free speech in less 
conventional ways.” 

According to Marcotte, the 
protest was very successful 
in reaching the Nashville 
community and Vanderbilt 
students. 

“� ere were a lot of Vanderbilt 
students there — upwards of 20,” 
said Marcotte. “� e message was 
that there are tons of people who 
support gay rights, who support 
equality. � e protest was great 
because anyone could go out and 

stand up for what they believe 
in. People got to vote during the 
election, and this protest just 

shows that you don’t have to wait 
for one day a year to be an active 
citizen.” ■

by LILY CHEN
Leadership Specialist

SARAH BRAND / photo provided

Several Vanderbilt students protested against California’s Proposition 8 on Saturday to show 
their disagreement of the amendment against granting equal rights to same-sex couples. 

Students fi ght against Calif.
Proposition 8 in Nashville

LEADERSHIP

WE’RE GOING BOWLING

D.J. Moore (17) celebrates his fi rst-quarter touchdown reception with the Vanderbilt off ensive line Saturday night. Moore caught 
two touchdown passes and intercepted two passes to lead Vanderbilt to a 31-24 victory and its fi rst bowl eligibility since 1982.

STAN JONES / VU Media Relations

VANDY GAMEDAY: VANDERBILT 31   KENTUCKY 24

SEE PAGE 6
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Vanderbilt defeats 
Kentucky 31-24, 
finally earns 6th win.

The Hustler’s project pro� ling
members of the Board of Trust
continues with Alice Ji.

VANDERBILT
BOARD OF TRUST
SPOTLIGHT
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Even as winds calm, more Californians 
flee fires as flames are attacked
DIAMOND BAR, Calif. (AP)—More residents of Southern California 
were urged to leave their homes Sunday despite calming winds 
that allowed a major aerial attack on wildfi res that have destroyed 
hundreds of homes and blanketed the region in smoke.

Fires burned in Los Angeles County, to the east in Riverside and 
Orange counties, and to the northwest in Santa Barbara County. More 
than 800 houses, mobile homes and apartments were destroyed 
by fi res that have burned areas more than 34 square miles since 
breaking out Thursday.

No deaths have been reported, but police brought in trained dogs 
Sunday morning to search the rubble of a mobile home park where 
nearly 500 homes were destroyed. No bodies had been found by 
midday.

“This has been a very tough few days for the people of Southern 
California,” Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said after touring damage.

The smell of smoke pervaded metropolitan Los Angeles. 
Downtown skyscrapers were silhouettes in an opaque sky, and 
concerns about air quality forced organizers to cancel a marathon in 
suburban Pasadena where 8,000 runners had planned to participate.

Showdown looming in Congress for 
decision on automaker rescue
WASHINGTON (AP)—Hardline opponents of an auto industry bailout 
branded the industry a “dinosaur” whose “day of reckoning” is near, 
while Democrats pledged Sunday to do their best to get Detroit a 
slice of the $700 billion Wall Street rescue in this week’s lame-duck 
session of Congress.

The companies are seeking $25 billion from the fi nancial industry 
bailout for emergency loans, though supporters of the aid for General 
Motors Corp., Ford Motor Co. and Chrysler LLC have off ered to reduce 
the size of the rescue to win backing in Congress.

Senate Democrats intended to introduce legislation Monday 
attaching an auto bailout to a House-passed bill extending 
unemployment benefi ts; a vote was expected as early as Wednesday.

A White House alternative would let the car companies take $25 
billion in loans previously approved to develop fuel-effi  cient vehicles 
and use the money for more immediate needs. Congressional 
Democrats oppose the White House plan as shortsighted.

Majority Democrats will need at least a dozen GOP votes in the 
Senate to prevent opponents from blocking their measure — 
assuming all Senate Democrats support it.

Iraq’s government approves security 
pact with U.S. for 3 additional years
BAGHDAD (AP)—Iraq’s Cabinet overwhelmingly approved a 
security pact with the United States on Sunday, ending prolonged 
negotiations to allow American forces to remain for three more 
years in the country they fi rst occupied in 2003.

The deal detailing the conditions of the U.S. presence still needs 
parliamentary approval, and lawmakers could vote as soon as Nov. 
24. For Iraqis, the breakthrough was bittersweet because they won 
concessions from the Americans but must accept the presence of 
U.S. troops until 2012.

“It’s the best possible, available option,” said government 
spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh. He was referring to the confl ict 
between Iraq’s desire for full sovereignty and control over security 
and its need for American support and cooperation to achieve that 
goal.

Al-Dabbagh described the pact — intended to supplant the U.N. 
mandate expiring Dec. 31 — as an “agreement on the withdrawal 
of U.S. troops,” and Washington welcomed the Cabinet’s approval.

“While the process is not yet complete, we remain hopeful and 
confi dent we’ll soon have an agreement that serves both the 
people of Iraq and the United States well and sends a signal to the 
region and the world that both our governments are committed 
to a stable, secure and democratic Iraq,” said Gordon Johndroe, 
spokesman for the White House’s National Security Council.

Shuttle Endeavour links with space 
station to make repairs, improvements
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)—Space shuttle Endeavour linked with the 
international space station on Sunday, kicking off  a huge home 
makeover that will allow twice as many astronauts to live up there 
beginning next year.

Commander Christopher Ferguson guided the shuttle to a 
smooth docking as the two spacecraft soared 212 miles above 
India. His ship’s radar worked just fi ne, despite earlier trouble with 
the antenna.

“We understand that this house is in need of an extreme 
makeover and that you’re the crew to do it,” the space station’s 
skipper, Mike Fincke, said as he welcomed the seven shuttle 
astronauts aboard.

His crewmate, Gregory Chamitoff , was especially excited to see 
Endeavour. He’s been living on the space station for almost six 
months, and the shuttle is his ride home.

“Wow,” Chamitoff  exclaimed. “You look beautiful ... I am smiling 
from ear to ear.”

Earlier in the afternoon, before Endeavour began its fi nal 
approach from eight miles out, Fincke and his crew captured 
striking video of it and the moon, which was also prominent in 
many of the launch-night photos.

Students, AAA want cell phone 
crackdown on texting, calling
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP)—Forces are assembling to urge the Tennessee 
Legislature to curb people from using their cell phones while 
driving.

In a fi rst for the organization, AAA East Tennessee will lobby 
lawmakers next year to ban texting.

Meanwhile, a new University of Tennessee student group is 
calling for bans on both cell conversations and texting by drivers 
and has plans to work in tandem with AAA.

Though eff orts to restrict cell phone use in Tennessee have failed, 
the two groups say studies released in the past few years show 
driver distraction is a deadly issue that shouldn’t be ignored.

“Everything we’ve found out about this just increases our 
passion,” said University of Tennessee public health graduate 
student Kristin Kelly, 24.

She cites a Harvard University study estimating about 2,600 
people die each year on American highways from talking on the 
phone or texting. A University of Utah study compared cell phoning 
in a car to driving with a 0.08 percent blood-alcohol content.

FRANCIS SIMPSON / The Vanderbilt Hustler
Dores for Israel hosted Falafel at Midnight at the Ben Schulman Center Sunday morning, providing students free Israeli food.

FALAFEL AT MIDNIGHT

compiled by HANNAH TWILLMAN

On Tuesday November 18 the Engineering Council will be sponsoring 
Discussion with the Deans in the Stevenson Center Room 5326 at 5:30.

Do you ever wonder why it is that the students with the most work (yes, us 
engineers) can’t get into rooms in Featheringill to study at night? Hm.

Think that you know a lot of theory, but if you were on a desert island with 
all the parts to build a radio - you couldn’t do it? Hm.

Wonder why Vanderbilt doesn’t have a co-op program, or think we should 
get one started? Hm.

Think the majority of Vanderbilt engineers have low GPAs compared to the 
rest of graduating engineers, yet know more? Want to correct that?

Ever wondered exactly where those tuition dollars were going?
For more blog entries, go to InsideVandy.com

Discussion with the Deans Nov. 18
Submitted by Tara Welytok on 11-12-08 at 2:55 p.m.

TODAY

HIGH 49, LOW 27
Partly cloudy

TUESDAY

HIGH 45, LOW 28
Sunny
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careers.bloomberg.com

THE INTERSECTION 
OF FINANCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Bloomberg is interviewing 
Financial Application Engineer
Bloomberg’s Research and Development department is seeking 
individuals with diverse backgrounds in engineering, mathematics 
and science to design and build the next generation of financial 
applications. Move the markets, join Bloomberg R&D.

INFO SESSIONS
Date: Thursday, November 20th, 2008
Session #1:  10:00am-12:00pm
Session #2:  3:30pm -5:30pm
Location:  Saratt 325

ON CAMPUS INTERVIEWS
Date: Friday, November 21st, 2008 8:30am-4:30pm
Location: Career Center
Apply via careerlink to be considered for an interview slot.

Bloomberg is a proud 
Equal Opportunity Employer.  
©2008 Bloomberg L.P.  
All rights reserved. 
31978445 1108
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CHECK OUT
www.InsideVandy.com
InsideVandy 
is Vanderbilt’s 
online student 
news source.
Here you will find breaking news 

from around campus delivered in a 

variety of formats including videos, 

slideshows and podcasts, all powered 

by The Vanderbilt Hustler. Stop by 

www.InsideVandy.com often to keep 

in touch with what’s going on in the 

Vanderbilt community.

Taylor beats Lacy in Memorial 
Gym bout; 4,000 in attendance

The Faculty Senate Executive Committee 
issued a memo to the Vanderbilt 
administration this past weekend 
condemning the HBO boxing special 
held at Memorial Gymnasium. “Although 
boxing — a form of spectator brutality that 
celebrates violence — remains legal and in 
some circles (a) popular activity, it is one 
with which we would think a university 
devoted to ideals of reason, compassion 
and humanity would elect not to associate,” 
said the memo.

The committee said it believed 
Vanderbilt’s status as an internationally 
renowned academic medical center 
disqualifies boxing events from coming to 
campus. They cite the official positions of 
several international and national medical 
associations, all of which call for the 
prohibition of boxing. 

“The World Medical Association, for 
example, which represents physicians 
from dozens of countries, condemns 
boxing as an activity whose ‘basic intent is 
to produce bodily harm in the opponent,’ 
one that ‘produces an alarming incidence 
of chronic brain injury,’” the memo said.

Additionally, the committee 
characterized Saturday’s fight as contrary to 
the fundamental mission of the university.

“Vanderbilt University’s mission 
statement avers that the institution puts 
paramount value on equality, compassion 
and excellence in all endeavors. As a blood 
sport that glorifies violence and invites 
paying spectators to do likewise boxing has 
no place in an institution that subscribes 
to these values,” the memo said. 

The Faculty Senate is comprised of 
48 elected members, nine deans of the 
colleges and schools and 19 ex-officio 
members, including the chancellor. It is 
designed to oversee the governance of 
university affairs. The memo was drafted 
by the six-member Executive Committee 
and does not express the sentiment of the 
entire Faculty Senate. ■

Faculty senators 
protest prizefight 
at Vanderbilt

by abrahaM haNsoN
News Contributor

by abrahaM haNsoN
News Contributor

Fighter Jermain Taylor outpaced 
friend and former Olympic teammate 
Jeff Lacy Saturday night with a 
unanimous 12-round decision. This 
triumph pushed Taylor one step 
closer to reclaiming the ranks of 
Middleweight Championship. 

The Saturday bout was set to re-
establish the thwarted careers of 
the former Olympic teammates. 
Taylor ended his undefeated record 

this past year with two successive 
defeats to Kelly Pavlik, while Lacy 
experienced a similar loss in 2006 to 
Joe Calzaghe. Lacy also spent the past 
year in surgery and rehabilitation 
after a torn rotator cup injury. 

“This fight could not be more 
important for these two fighters,” 
said promoter Lou DiBella. “One of 
these guys is going to have a difficult 
time coming back to do anything 
significant in this sport. This fight 
really is all or nothing.”

The hard-fought battle was a 

test of friendship. The two fighters 
are childhood friends and were 
roommates in the 2000 Olympics 
in Sydney, Australia. In prior press 
conferences, the two exchanged 
jokes instead of the usual verbal 
sparring and even smiled in stare-
down.

“When it was over, I told him, 
‘Great fight man,’” said Taylor. 
“We’re fixing to go out and have a 
good time.’’

Lacy, however, expressed 
frustration over a controversial fall 

by Taylor in the fifth round.
“It was a knockdown. He went 

down when I hit him,’’ said Lacy. 
“He’s a good friend outside the ring. I 
thought it was a close fight, especially 
if you counted the knockdown.”

Several Vanderbilt students joined 
the 4,000-member crowd for this 
unique event.

“This boxing match is good for 
Vanderbilt,” said junior Trip Cothren. 
“It encourages more community 
interaction and it brings a rare event 
to campus.” ■

c ampus living

chris phare / The Vanderbilt hustlerchris phare / The Vanderbilt hustler

Jermain Taylor delivers an uppercut to opponent Jeff Lacy at saturday’s match in Nashville, left. Taylor, right, won the eliminator, televised internationally on hBO, to move closer to the Middleweight championship.
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MORE THAN

70%
OF VU UNDERGRADS
reported NOT using  
tobacco in the last year.

*The Great American Smokeout is November 20. 

*
Alcohol, Tobacco

Office of

Other Drug Prevention

AWARD WINNING AUTHOR, JOURNALIST, AND TV PERSONALITY OF 
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2008
7:00 P.M.

STUDENT LIFE CENTER
TICKETS AVAILABLE SARRATT BOX OFFICE, ANY TICKETMASTER OUTLET, 615.255.9600, 

OR TICKETMASTER.COM

FREE TO VANDERBILT STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF, ONE TICKET PER VALID ID
$5 NON-VANDERBILT STUDENTS; $10 GENERAL PUBLIC

USC

2214 Elliston Place (1 Block from Campus) 615.321.8828

www.HotYogaNashville.com

COOLEST THING IN FITNESS!

Contact

Brian Stoltzfus @ (615) 568-7501

Walk to Vandy, Belmont and Hillsboro Village. 
Brand new construction available in December. 
2 Bedrooms, 2 baths on a one level 1,027sqft 
condo. Upgrades include: Bamboo floors, granite 
counter tops, stainless steel 
appliances, security system 
and includes a parking space. 
WOW!!! Don't miss out on this 
great opportunity to be in the 
best location ever!

18th & Wedgewood $309,900

or lease for $1,995 per month

“Working for the environment 
and getting paid to do it — how 
awesome can that get?” said 
sophomore Nick Evans. Evans is 
one of the six paid student workers 
who collect recycled products 
from the recycling bins around 
campus.

“We began hiring students to 
do this work last school year,” said 
Recycling Coordinator Jennifer 
Hackett. “They do the hard work 
of collecting the recycling as well 
as keeping data on how much 
recycling we are capturing in 
residence halls.”

Most of these students 
got involved because they 
are passionate about the 
environment.

“We, as students, should act 

responsibly and take the time 
to recycle because it a small 
act that can make a significant 
impact on our environment,” said 
sophomore worker Sara Crow.

“(This job) has changed my 
previous employment attitude 
of ‘Great. Gotta go to work’ into 
something I have complete pride 
in,” Evans said. “Not only is it fun, 
but it encourages the sustainability 
this country needs to adopt.”

Many of these students’ 
commitments to environmental 
awareness extend beyond their 
time at Vanderbilt.

“I grew up in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - f r i e n d l y 
home, so I have understood the 
mechanics of recycling for quite 
some time. I also genuinely like 
the environment,” said senior 
worker Chester Polson. “I have 
spent a lot of time outdoors and 

am working on a thesis with an 
environmental focus.”

Crow said she believes the 
number of students who recycle 
has increased but laments that 
more students do not sort their 
recycling and break down their 
cardboard boxes. She said it is 
important for students to realize 
their peers are collecting the 
recycling.

Polson noted that glass 
bottles, used tissues and items 
contaminated with food are not 
recyclable at Vanderbilt.

“While it is great to try to recycle 
as much as possible, when it comes 
to the specific item in your hand, 
a good rule of thumb is, ‘when in 
doubt, throw it out,’” Polson said. 

Students interested in getting 
involved should contact Hackett 
at jennifer.a.hackett@vanderbilt.
edu. ■

by Norah scaNlaN
Campus Living Specialist

c ampus living

c ampus living

Paid student workers 
empty recycling bins

Saturday night, South Asian 
Cultural Exchange presented 
to the Vanderbilt community 
“Diwali 2008: Vanderbilt Desi.” 
The performance, held in 
Langford Hall, featured music, 
dancing, Spoken Word and was 
preceded by a dinner of South 
Asian cuisine. 

Every year, Masala-SACE, a 
student organization dedicated 
to promoting awareness of 
South Asian culture, prepares a 
performance in commemoration 
of Diwali, the major Hindu 
holiday also known as the 
Festival of Lights. 

In Hinduism, Diwali celebrates 

the uplifting of spiritual 
darkness. SACE adds a twist to 
the celebration by mixing South 
Asian and American cultures 
to demonstrate the blended 
heritages of SACE members. 

The show is a combination 
of skits and dances. Students 
perform the dances, each with a 
unique tie to South Asian culture, 
in traditional Indian garb. 

“(The great thing is) everybody 
comes together to celebrate 
cultural traditions,” said 
sophomore Naveed Nanjee. 

SACE is an organization of over 
100 undergraduate students. 
These students attended months 
of rehearsal in order to prepare 
for Diwali, which attracted an 
audience of about 1,500 people. 

“The practices were amazing,” 
said freshman Raheel Thobhani. 
“I met so many different 
people.” 

For students interested in 

becoming involved in SACE, 
the organization’s general body 
meetings take place at 9 p.m. 
every other Wednesday in Sarratt 
363. ■

Students celebrate Festival of Lights

francis simpson / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Diwali, hosted by masala-sacE in Langford auditorium, featured performances by student 
groups, including a capella group Vandy Taal.

by aiMee sobhaNi
News Contributor
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OPINION
EDITORIAL

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages
its readers to voice their opinions on
legislative issues. The following  stu-
dents and legislators represent
the Vanderbilt community.

President Joseph Williams
Vanderbilt Student Government
5009 Station B
joseph.williams@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 355
(615) 322-8742

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3344
(615) 279-9488

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Brenda Gilmore
Tenn. District 54
P.O. Box 281934
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 876-3665

Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-2380

Councilmember Keith Durbin
Metro District 18
1704 Sweetbriar Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 673-4210

6     Monday, November 17, 2008      The Vanderbilt Hustler      www.insidevandy.com

All semester long, the Hustler has been peppered 
with Rants and the occasional letter woefully 
lamenting the dastardly conservative imbalance. 
True story, y’all, this page has been busting with 
conservatives. 

In a letter to the editor last week, Eliza Horn 
reminded us all that, “throughout the election 
season, the Hustler biases glow red with every 
written political piece. � e Hustler promotes 
such an extreme view that many no longer take 
it seriously. It promotes a dated image of the 
Vanderbilt community.” 

Although Horn should be careful not to con� ate 
journalistic bias and opinion, her critique of 
the opinion page and its lack of ideological 
diversity holds true. Currently, there are six 
regular columnists for the Hustler, as well as 
Michael Warren’s daily editorial; three are what 
most would consider strongly conservative, 
one moderate and the other three largely avoid 
political topics. For a variety of reasons including 
graduation and heavy course loads, the Hustler 
has lost four liberal-leaning columnists over the 
past year. Even though I’ve been o�  on ideological 
sabbatical lately, writing about womanly charms 
and baseball (aside: that’s either the beginning 
of a dirty joke or the plot of “Bull Durham”), a 
cohesively conservative opinion page does itself 
no favors. 

Whether this presents a dated image of the 
university is less clear, depending on how much 

stock you put in the poll the Hustler conducted 
last month: 44 percent of the campus self-
identi� es as Republican, 35 as Democrat and 22 
percent as independent. � ese statistics fail to 
convey ideological leanings, of course, and we 
unfortunately have no record of this same data 
10 or 20 years ago, but we might be able to infer 
the campus is politically moderate, and possibly a 
little right of center.  

Regardless of the political leaning, however, 
the individual columnists on the Hustler opinion 
page represent themselves, not the Hustler as an 
institution, and certainly not the university. (To 
be clear, Warren’s editorials di� er in this regard 
because he does outwardly represent the paper to 
some extent.)  

Even given that moderately Republican tilt, 
the Hustler could bene� t from a regular dosage 
of progressive Kool-Aid. Glowing red with the 
embers of our charred, conservative souls though 
we may be, this is no conspiracy. I pine for a 
liberal. I love ‘em. An opinion page with lively 
debate between factions would be awesome and 
far more entertaining. Bring on “Mortal Kombat.”  

But, look, this is not a complex or di�  cult 
problem to solve. Horn illustrates the solution 
fairly well, actually: If you su� er from acute 
distaste with the Hustler opinion page, e-mail an 
editor and start writing columns. After all, we are 
the ones we’ve been waiting for. Or whatever. 

—Katherine Miller is a junior in the College of Arts & 
Science. She can be reached at katherine.m.miller@
vanderbilt.edu

Alcohol can make good moments even 
better — champagne toasts, a cold beer at a 
baseball game, eggnog by the Christmas tree. 
Many doctors also claim a moderate amount 
of alcohol, de� ned as between one and � ve 
drinks per week, actually has health bene� ts. 
Like all good things, moderation is the key. � e 
problem lies in curbing the abuse of alcohol so 
as to limit the number of lives lost in alcohol-
related incidents each year. In 2007, the U.S. 
Department of Transportation reported 
that 31.7 percent of all tra�  c fatalities were 
alcohol-related. � at is almost one-third of all 
car crash deaths. 

For years, it has been thought that the 
key to curbing alcohol abuse was to raise 
the legal drinking age, thus spurring the 
1984 decision to change the age from 18 to 
21. � e evidence to support this decision, 
however, goes both ways. Proponents of age 
21, such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 
cite studies indicating that the number of 
alcohol-related car accidents has gone down 
since 1984. Opponents, however, cite studies 
indicating that increased car safety — air 
bags and seatbelts, for example — are the 
cause of the decrease in alcohol-related car 
fatalities, not the higher drinking age. In fact, 
a Congressional Quarterly study indicates 
the number of alcohol-related deaths among 
college students is on the rise, from 1,575 in 
1998 to 1,717 in 2001. In addition, the number 
of alcohol-related deaths on college campuses 
has increased at a faster rate than the total 
number of college students. 

Perhaps, then, we are looking to the wrong 
solution. Maybe the answer is not to be 
found with a magical age at which all people 
are suddenly mature enough to consume 
alcohol. According to an article by Madison 
Park on CNN.com titled “Study: Paying more 
for alcohol saves lives,” a new study in the 
American Journal of Public Health suggests 
the problem with alcohol is its price, pointing 
out that an increase in the alcohol tax has 
been shown to lead to a decrease in alcohol-
related deaths. � e study examined 28 years 
of data from Alaska, using comparisons to 
other states in order to control for nationwide 
trends, and, according to Park, found, “when 
Alaska raised its alcohol tax in 1983, deaths 
caused by or related to alcohol dropped 29 
percent. A 2002 tax increase was followed by 
an 11 percent reduction.” 

An increased alcohol tax extends beyond 
decreasing violence and death, and would 
provide a much-needed source of revenue 
for state costs such as police and emergency 
services, education and road maintenance. 
� ese are just a few of the countless areas 
that receive inadequate funding in most 
cash-strapped states. As the study points out, 
approximately half of the states in the U.S. 
have not raised their alcohol tax in the last 
20 years. � ese tax rates are outdated and not 
keeping up with in� ation. 

A higher state alcohol tax would create 
a win-win situation — an increase in state 
revenues and a decrease in alcohol-related 
deaths. Opponents of an increased alcohol 
tax might argue that raising the tax punishes 
responsible drinkers who do not need to curb 
their habits. Yet, I wonder, when it comes 
to saving lives, including those of innocent 
victims of alcohol-related incidents, how 
much is too much? 

—Neily Todd is a senior in the College of 
Arts and Science. She can be reached at 
neily.p.todd@vanderbilt.edu. 

Higher 
taxes 
could save 
more lives

N E I LY  T O D D
Columnist

In opining that Vanderbilt’s apology to 
Rev. James M. Lawson, Jr. “should have been 
a solitary, solemn moment” rather than “a 
perpetual plea for complete forgiveness,” 
Hustler Editor-in-Chief Michael Warren missed 
the larger issue. � e faculty appointment, 
endowed chair, painting and numerous special 
events dedicated to Lawson do not constitute a 
“means of retribution” to punish the university 
for expelling him in 1960. � ey are tools 
for communicating Vanderbilt’s new, more 
inclusive identity.

Warren is correct in his observation that few, 
if any, people who work or study at Vanderbilt 
today played a role in Lawson’s dismissal 48 
years ago. However, this is beside the point. � e 
injustice committed against Lawson resulted 
from more than just a group of individuals 
who made a terrible decision. It extended from 
a way of thinking embedded within the very 
fabric of America that also permeated through 
much of Vanderbilt.

� is way of thinking held that blacks should 
be invisible members of society. At Vanderbilt, 
blacks were permitted to quietly cook food, 
sweep � oors, cut lawns and — beginning in 
1953 — attend classes. But they were not to 
stand up and demand their full civil rights as if 
they were actually � rst-class citizens. � is was 
the transgression for which the Board of Trust 
ousted Lawson.

While those days of rigid de jure segregation 
are gone, their residue has remained present 
long afterward through the paucity of black 
names and images found in the public history 
written into Vanderbilt’s monuments. � ese 
monuments comprise an instrumental 
part of the university’s reward system for 
students, faculty and alumni; those who make 
groundbreaking contributions to Vanderbilt 
and the world have an opportunity to be 
recognized with campus distinctions that 
immortalize them. Such honors include having 
one’s name enshrined on buildings, scholarship 
titles, streets, annual events and statues.

Collectively, those symbols constitute a 
public transcript expressing Vanderbilt’s 
heritage and highest values. For most of the 
university’s existence, blacks were excluded 
from this transcript. Since past generations did 
not consider blacks to be full members of the 
Vanderbilt community, they did not give blacks 
the honors they reserved for those whom they 
recognized as the best members.

Vanderbilt’s tributes to Lawson are a critical 
part of correcting the omissions of the past and 
rede� ning what it means to be a Commodore. 
His life’s work helped change the course 
of American history so the phrase “We the 
people” could come closer to truly meaning 
“all the people.” He deserves to be lifted up as 
an example for Vanderbilt’s men and women 
to emulate.

Furthermore, Warren should understand 
Lawson was not invited to join the faculty in 
order to be a one-dimensional object for the 
university’s apologies. Vanderbilt asked him to 
become a teacher to the entire institution and 
engage it in a forward-looking conversation on 
race, religion, nonviolence and social justice.

Expressing regret and looking toward 
the future are not mutually exclusive. With 
its current e� orts to honor and learn from 
Lawson, Vanderbilt’s administration has taken 
commendable steps to accomplish both.

—Larry Rivers is a Ph.D. candidate in the 
College of Arts and Science. He can be reached 
at larry.o.rivers@vanderbilt.edu.

L A R R Y  R I V E R S
Guest Columnist

Lawson 
portrait 
does serve 
purpose

Love A German charged with murder for causing a gas explosion resulting in the destruction 
of half an apartment building told a court Wednesday he was only trying to kill himself 
because he was lovesick.

Living A 15-year-old boy in Brazil recovered from a normally deadly rabies infection, becoming 
one of a handful of survivors of the virus worldwide and the � rst in the country. On the 
other hand...

Living Australia’s harsh Simpson Desert conservation park will be closed during the southern 
hemisphere summer to prevent tourists dying in the outback.

Obesity Canadian prison authorities were forced to release a 450-pound drug gang member this 
week because he was too large for his cell.

Censorship The host of a Canadian � shing show was reprimanded on Wednesday for broadcasting 
political propaganda during an election campaign.

THE VERDICT Stand and be judged by the Hustler opinion sta� ! 
Compiled by Thomas Shattuck

Bowl trip needs support

Web site o� ers solutions

Wanted: Liberal writers
K AT H E R I N E  M I L L E R

Columnist

� e Commodores’ � rst season of bowl eligibility 
since 1982 is a positive mark in a tumultuous football 
season. 

Saturday’s win over Kentucky was the beginning 
of the drive to a bowl game for which the 
Commodore nation has been waiting so long. � e 
team is determined to deliver a strong � nish for the 
season, which will strengthen Vanderbilt’s chances 
of actually playing in a bowl. Coach Bobby Johnson 
and the players will certainly be practicing hard over 
the next two weeks, but fans also need to play a role. 

Despite the fact that this weekend’s home game 
against in-state rival Tennessee falls at the beginning 
of the weeklong � anksgiving break, students should 

make the e� ort to support the Commodores. As 
veteran fans will recall, Vanderbilt Stadium is always 
overwhelmed with the hideous orange of Nashville’s 
numerous Volunteer fans for this home game. 
Even though Vanderbilt’s fan base has increased 
considerably this season, the Commodores need all 
the help they can get from student fans. 

Students should hold o�  on getting home early and 
stick around for the game this Saturday. Cheering 
on your Commodores will not only help the team 
reach a bowl game, it could also become a great 
college memory of a potentially historic moment in 
Vanderbilt athletics history. 

A report by the Vanderbilt News Service and 
available at InsideVandy.com announced Friday 
the launch of the VU e-Innovations Web site. � e 
site features products developed and patented 
by university researchers that professionals can 
purchase. 

� is new Web site is exciting both for the 
uniqueness of its existence and the innovativeness 
of its products. In this time of economic uncertainty, 
it is encouraging to see Vanderbilt is engaging in new 
forms of enterprise.  

� e current products o� ered on VU e-Innovations 
are as varied as the type of research occurring on this 
campus. Products from digital data gathering devices 

for social scientists to an educational series for 
parents of preschoolers are available for purchase, 
each representative of the solutions-based research 
happening at Vanderbilt. 

While naysayers and pessimists may be predicting 
the decline of America’s economic hegemony, 
e� orts like that of Vanderbilt are great attempts to 
buck that perceived trend. America’s comparative 
advantage has always been in its innovations and 
new technology. With Vanderbilt leading the pack in 
terms of online retail of university-created technology 
products, the economic future for America should 
turn much brighter for the 21st century.

— Michael Warren
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The Vanderbilt Student Communications Board of Directors is seeking applications 
for the following Student Media Leadership positions:

 The Vanderbilt Hustler/InsideVandy.com
Division Head (Spring 2009 Academic Semester)

Versus
Division Head (Spring 2009 Academic Semester)

Applications are due Thursday, December 4 at Noon.
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In a game Vanderbilt needed 
in every sense of the word, 
the quarterback whose roller 
coaster season had mirrored his 
team’s stepped up. 

Chris Nickson threw for 155 
yards and three touchdowns and 
ran for 118 yards in the largest 
o� ensive output by a single 
Vanderbilt player this season to 
lead the team to a 31-24 victory. 
He moved to a 6-1 record as a 
starter in 2008.

“I’m excited,” Nickson said 
of getting the team to bowl 
eligibility. “I’m excited for this 
organization, for our fans and 
for our community. I’m proud 
of my teammates.”

Redshirt junior center Brad 
Vierling gave the quarterback a 
vote of con� dence after his solid 
performance in relief against 
Florida last week, and Nickson 
didn’t disappoint when he again 

stepped into the starting role.
“I’m very happy for Chris,” 

Vierling said. “He had a tough 
time last season getting hurt 
and this year, the same thing. 
And having him come back and 
play as well as he did last week, 
and then this week, couldn’t be 
more happy for a guy like that.”

Making his � rst start in over 
a month, the redshirt senior 
was sensational with his arm 
and his feet. Time after time, he 
converted � rst downs in clutch 
situations, including a fourth-
down throw to Renaissance man 
junior D.J. Moore for the team’s 
� rst touchdown with a perfectly 
thrown ball by the right pylon of 
the end zone. 

He hooked up with Moore for 
another score later in the � rst 
quarter, and then threw a 1-yard 
touchdown pass to redshirt 
freshman tight end Brandon 
Barden to give the team a 21-7 
advantage. 

Nickson frustrated the 

Wildcats to no end with his 
elusiveness, at one point busting 
o�  a 36-yard run to set up 
another Commodore score that 
proved to be the winning margin 
in the fourth quarter. On several 
occasions, the Commodores 
e� ectively used Moore as a 
decoy, faking a sweep to him 
and allowing Nickson to show 
o�  his mobility.

“Nickson had a � eld day on 
us,” said Kentucky coach Rich 
Brooks. “� ey would fake the 
speed sweep and bleed the back 
through to block for him. He 
hurt us a bunch of times.”

It was an especially sweet 
victory for Nickson, who had 
been forced to the bench after a 
shoulder injury had caused him 
to be ine� ective against Auburn 
and Mississippi State.  Being 
with the team for � ve years and 
� nally attaining that sixth win 
was even better, though.

“I think it’s an extremely great 
pressure to toss away,” he said. 

“You don’t worry about what 
people have to say, you just go 
out and play for your teammates 
and put more wins on the board, 
and I think that’s the big focus.”

Vanderbilt coach Bobby 
Johnson was impressed with his  
quarterback’s vigilance. 

“We all know that everything’s 
temporary,” Johnson said. “You 
have to be ready to play all the 
time.”

Called upon to start with 
Mackenzi Adams still nursing a 
hip pointer, Nickson responded 
like the veteran he is.

“He had a good week of 
practice last week,” Johsnon 
said. “He prepared himself and 
knew he was going to go in there 
and he did a great job for us.”

“It’ll take a while to sink in,” 
Nickson said. “In a way we’ve 
accomplished a lot. (But) we 
haven’t succeeded to the heights 
we want to succeed, and I’m 
sure we’re going to continue to 
strive to put up that e� ort.” ■

Kentucky
report card

QUARTERBACKS, a
Redshirt senior Chris Nickson had his best game of the year as he rushed for 
118 yards and threw for 155 yards and three touchdowns. It was the � rst time 
all year Nickson has thrown for over 100 yards.

RUNNING BACKS, a
After getting knocked out of the Kentucky game last year, redshirt junior Jared 
Hawkins got some revenge on Saturday, rushing for 84 yards and a touchdown 
on 18 carries. Senior Je�  Jennings added 15 yards on the ground. The two 
running backs also combined for 70 yards receiving.

WIDE RECEIVERS, b
The wide receivers only had six catches on the night, but that was due in part 
to the success Vanderbilt had running the ball. Redshirt freshman tight end 
Brandon Barden led the receivers with four catches for 20 yards and a touch-
down. Redshirt seniors Sean Walker and George Smith each had a catch.

OFFENSIVE LINE, b+
Although the o� ensive line was called for some questionable holding penal-
ties that negated big plays, the group did a great job of opening up holes for 
Hawkins and Nickson and also gave Nickson plenty of time to throw the ball. 
The group only allowed one sack on the night. 

DEFENSIVE LINE, b
The defensive line had a solid game but did not register a sack. Junior Greg 
Billinger and redhisrt juniors Steven Stone and Broderick Stewart all had a 
tackle for a loss. 

LINEBACKERS, a-
Redshirt freshman Chris Marve and junior Patrick Benoist continued their solid 
play against Kentucky. The pair only had 6.5 tackles between them but that 
was due to the great play of the defense as a whole. Furthermore, there just 
weren’t that many tackles needed to be made as Kentucky barely had the ball 
in the � rst half. 

SECONDARY, a+
Junior Myron Lewis and redshirt junior Ryan Hamilton led the team with six 
and four tackles respectively. Junior D.J. Moore had an absolutely outstanding 
performance on both sides of the ball, catching three passes for 51 yards and 
two touchdowns to go along with two interceptions. Moore was named the 
National Defensive Player of the Week for his e� orts. 

SPECIAL TEAMS, c-
While junior Brett Upson did help the Vanderbilt o� ense by getting roughed on 
three punts, the special teams play overall was shaky. Moore had his only mis-
take of the game when he tried to catch a punt within the Vanderbilt 10-yard 
line and fumbled leading to a Kentucky touchdown. Senior Bryant Hahnfeldt’s 
blocked � eld goal also led to an easy score for the Wildcats.

COACHING, a
This grade is really for the job coach Bobby Johnson and his sta�  have done 
over the years. At some point, all of us have thought “What was the coaching 
sta�  thinking there?”, but no one can deny Johnson has accomplished one of 
the hardest things in college football: He has led Vanderbilt, who is in the best 
conference and division in college football, to bowl eligibility. Congrats, coach.

Compiled by David Shochat

Nickson comes through in the clutch

KENTUCKY KERNEL
Vanderbilt quarterback Chris Nickson (3) escapes Kentucky’s Jeremy Jarmon (99) Saturday night for a big gain Saturday. Nickson rushed for 118 yards and passed for 155 in the  31-24 victory.

by DAVID RUTZ
Sports Specialist

Led by one of its heralded 
freshmen, Vanderbilt got o�  on the 
right foot with a season-opening 
74-48 victory over Morehead State 
Sunday afternoon.

Freshman forward Je�  Taylor 
scored 16 points to lead � ve 
Commodores in double � gures. 
Freshmen guard Brad Tinsley and 
forward Lance Goulbourne scored 
11 and 12 points, respectively, 
while sophomore center A.J. 
Ogilvy scored 12.

Morehead State led early, but 
Vanderbilt asserted itself as the 
dominant team soon afterwards.

“I liked our team’s e� ort,” 
said head coach Kevin Stallings, 
whose team won for the 33rd time 
in its last 34 games at Memorial 
Gym. “Our team’s mentality is to 
come out and try to win in the � rst 
� ve minutes, but it’s a 40-minute 
game.”

� e Commodores overcame 
a sloppy � rst half, with Ogilvy 
and sure-handed junior point 
guard Jermaine Beal winding up 
committing seven turnovers.

“I thought we didn’t take 
care of the ball in the � rst half,” 
Stallings said. “We need to slow 
down.”

Tinsley and Goulbourne both 
knocked down three 3-pointers 

in the win. Tinsley had a big shot 
right at the end of the � rst half to 
extend Vanderbilt’s lead to 31-24 
with a nice assist from redshirt 
junior George Drake.

� e Commodores 
pulled away in the 
second half, going on a 
15-2 run after the Eagles 
pulled within 12 to take 
a 63-38 advantage and 
cruise to victory.

Ogilvy said he liked 
the ability of Vanderbilt 
(1-0) to have several 
players contribute on 
the o� ensive side of the 
ball.

“It was encouraging,” 
he said. “Everyone has 
the ability to score. We 
have a great freshman 
class; it just depends 
on who gets hot each 
night.”

Ogilvy, named 
to the pre-season 
A l l - S o u t h e a s t e r n 
Conference First Team, 
was expected to carry a 
lot of the scoring load 
for the Commodores 
this year, so Stallings 
was also encouraged to 
see his new players take 
some of the pressure o�  
his big Australian.

“We had � ve guys 

in double � gures,” Stallings said. 
“For us to win decisively and for 
A.J. only to have 12 points, that’s a 
good sign.” ■

by DAVID RUTZ
Sports Specialist

Commodores win opener Women’s  basketball charges out 

Sophomore forward Hannah Tuomi (15) and the Vanderbilt women’s 
basketball team opened their season with two straight victories, an 85-51 
home win over Texas A&M-Corpus Christi on Friday  and a 90-72 victory at 
Western Kentucky Sunday afternoon. Tuomi scored a career-high 19 points 
against WKU, while senior Christina Wirth had 24 to pace Vanderbilt.

CHRIS PHARE/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

ZAC HARDY / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Sophomore Joe Du� y (50) goes in for a lay-up Sunday against 
Morehead State. The Commodores used a balanced scoring 
attack en route to a season-opening 74-48 victory, with Du� y 
scoring four points and adding four rebounds.
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