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ANAR HUME, a few
months before his
death, wrote the féllowing
fhort account of his own
Life; and, in a cedicil t
his will, defired that it migk
be prefixed to the next edi-
tion of his Works. Thats
edition cannot be publithed !
for a confiderable time. The
Editor, in the mean while,
in order to ferve the pur-
1 chafers
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chafers of the former edi-
tions; and, at the fame
time, to gratify the impa-
tience of the public curiofity ;
has thought proper to pub-
lith it feparately, without al-
tering even the title or fuper-
fcription, which was written
in Mi. Hume’s own hand on
the cover of the manufcript.
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T is difficult for a man 6
‘A fpeak long of himfelf with=
out vanity; therefore, I'ihgﬂl be
fhort. It may be thought an.in~
ftance of vanity that I pretend at -
all to write ‘my life; but this
" Narrative thall contain little more
than the Hiftory of my Writings;

B as
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as, indeed, almoft all my life
"has been fpent in literary pur-’
. fuits and occupations. The firft
fuccefs of moft of my writings
was not fuch as to be an ob_lc&‘
of vanity.

I was born the 26th of April
1711, old ftyle, at Edinburgh.
1 was of a good family, both by -
fathet and mother : my father’s
family is a2 branch of the Earl
of Home's,or Hume’s ; and my
amceftors had been proprictors
of the eftate, which my brother
pofleffes, for feveral generations.
My mother was davghter of Sir

. David



MY OWN LIFE 3

David Falconer, Prefident of the
College of Juftice: the title of
Lord Halkerton came by fuccef«
fion to her brother.

.My family,. however, was not
rich, and being myfelf a younger
brother, my patrimony, accord-
ing to the mode of my country,
was of courfe very flender. My
father, who pafled for a man of
parts, died when I was an in-
fant, 'leaving me, with an elder
brother and a fifter, under the.
care of our mother, a woman of
fingular - merit, who, though
young and handfome, devoted

: B2 her-
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herfelf - entirely to the rearing
and- educating of -her - children.
I paffed through the . ordinary
courfe of education with 'fuccefs;
and was_feized very early with a
paflion for literature, which has
been the ‘ruling paffion of my
life, and the great fource of my
enjoyments.. My ftudious dif~
i)éﬁtiop? my fobriety, .and, my
induftry, gave;my family a no-
tion that the law was a proper
profeflion . for me ; -but- I found
an. unfurmountable averfion ta
eyery thing but the purfuits of
philofophy and general learning;
gnd while they fancied I was

o I s - poring




MY OWN LIFE
poring- upon Voet and Vinnius,
Cicero and Viigil were the ait-

thors whxch I was fccretly de-
wouring.© - f . T

- My wery flender fortune, how=
ever, being unfuitable to 'this
plan of life, and._‘mj health be<
ing 3 little broken by my ardent
application, I was tempted, or
rather forced, to make a' very
feeble trial for entering into a
more alive fcene of life. In
1734, 1 went to Briftol, with ‘
fome recommendations to emi-
nent merchants, but.in a few
lnonths found that fcene totally-
B3 unfuite
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unfuitable to me. I went over
to France, with a view of pro~
fecuting my ftudies in a country
retreat; and I there laid that
plan of life, which I have fteadi-
ly and fuccefsfolly purfued. I
refolved to make a very rigid
frogality fupply my deficiency
of fortune, to maintain unim-

- paired my independency, and to .

regard every obje& as contempt-

~ sble, except the improvement of

my talents in literature.

During my retreat in France,

“frft at Reimsd, but chiefly at

ka Fleche, in Anjou, I com-
poled
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pofed my Treatife of Human
Natare. After paffing three years
very agreeably in that country,
I came over to London in 1737.
In the end of 1738, I publithed
my Treatife, and immediate-
ly went down to my mother
and my brother, who lived
at his country-houfe, and was
.employing himfelf very judicie
oufly and fuccefsfully in the
improvement of his fortune.

Never literary attempt was
more unfortunate than my Trea-
tife of Human Nature. It fell

B4 dead-
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dead-born from the:prefs; with.-i

out reaching - fuch diftinction, as

even to.excite 2 murmur among:

the zealots., But being naturally
of a cheerful and fanguine tem-
per, I very foon recovered the

blow, and profecuted with great

ardour my, ftudies in the. coun-
try. In 1742, I printed at Edin-

burgh the firft part of my Effays:

the work was favourably receiv-
ed, and {foon made me entirely
forget my former difappoint-
ment.. I continued . with "my
mother and brother in the coun-
ty, and in that time recovered

3 AR thg

“
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the knowledge of the Greek
language, which I had too much
negleted in my early youth,

. In 1745, 1 received a letter
from the Marquis of Annandale,
inviting me to come and live
with him in. England; I found
alfo, that the friends and family
of that young ‘nobleman were
defirous of putting bim under
my care and diretion, for the
flate of his mind and health
required it.—I lived with him a
twelvemonth. . My appointments
during that time made a confider-~
able acceflion to my fmall for-
tune,

[
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tune. I then received an invita=
tion from General St. Clair to at-
tend him'.as a fecretary to his
expedition, ‘which was at firft
meant againft Canada, but end-
ed in an incurfion on the coaft of
France. Next year, to wit,
1747, 1 received an invitation
from the General to attend him
in the fame ftation in his mili-
- tary embafly to the courts of
Vienna and Turin. I then wore
the uniform of an officer, and
was introduced at thefe courts
as aid-de-camp to the general,
along with Sir Harry Erfkine

and Captain Grant, now Gene-
2 ’ ral
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ral Grant. Thefe two years
were almoft the only interrup-
tions which my ftudies have re- "
ceived during the courfe of my
life: I paflfed them agreeably,
and in good company; and my
appointments, with my frugali=
ty, had made me reach a for-
tune, which I called independ-
ent, though moft of my friends
were inclined to {mile when I
faid fo; in fhort, I was  mow
mafter of near a thoufand pounds.

"I had always entertained a no-
tion, that my want of fuccefs
©in publtﬂnng the Treatife of
Human
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Human Natute, l’iad ~procéeded

more from the mander than the

matter, and that I had beén- guil=
ty of a very ufual indifcretion,
in going to the prefs too: early.
I,.thexcf,or‘e,‘ caft the firft part of
that work anew in the Enquiry
concerning Human Undeérftand-
ing, which was publithed: while

I'wasat Turin. But this piece:.

was at firft-little. more fuccefsful
than the Treatife of Haman Na-
ture. On my return from Italy,,
I' had the mortification to find
all England in a ferment," on ac-
count of Dr. Middleton’s Free
Enquiry, while my performance
L " was
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was entirely overlooked and ne- -
gletted.: A new edition, which
had been: publithed at London
of . my Effays, moral and political,
met not.with a much better re-
ception.

_ Such. is the _force of natural
‘temper,  that. thefe difappoint=
ments made little or no:impref-
fion.on. me. ‘1. went down in
1749, and lived.two years' with
my. brother at his country-houfe;
for- my mother ‘was now dead.
I there compofed tlie fecond part
of my Effays, which I called Po<
litical .Difcouries, : and: alfo -my
o 3 Enquiry
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Enquiry concerning the Prin-
. ciples .of Morals, which is an-
other part of my treatife that I
caft anew. Meanwhile, my
bookfeller, A. Millar, informed
me, that my former publications
(all but the unfortunate Treatife)
were beginning to be the fubje&
of converfation; that the fale
of them was gradually increaf
ing, and that new editions were
demanded. Anfwers by Reve-
rends, and Right Reverends,
came out two or three in a year}
amd I found, by Dr. Warburton’s
railing, that the books were bes
ginning to be efteemed in good
: com-
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" company. However, I had fix-

ed a refolution, which I inflexi-
bly maintained, never to reply
to any body; and not being
very irafcible in. my temper, I
have eafily kept myfelf clear of
all literary fquabbles. Thefe
fymptoms of a riﬁng reputatidn
gave me encouragement, as I
was ever more difpofed to fee the
favourable than unfavourable fide
of things ; a turn of mind which
it is more happy to poffefs, than
to be born to an eftate of ten

thoufand a year,

A

In
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In 1751, I removed from the
'country to the town, the true
fcene for a man of letters. In
1752, were publithed at Edin-
burgh, where I then lived, my
Political Difcourfes, the only work
of mine that was fuccefsful on
the firft publication. It was well
received abroad and at home. In
the fame year was publifhed at
London, my Enquiry concern-
ing the Principles of Morals ;
which, in my own opinion (who
ought not to judge on that fub-
je&@), is of all my writings, hif-
torical, philofophical, or lite«
rary, incomparably the beft. It
T © came
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cameé unnoticed and unobferved
into the world. "

In 1752, the Faculty of Ad-
vocates chofe me their Librarian,
an office from which I received
littlc or no emolument, but which
gave me the command of a large
library. I'then formed the plan
of writing the Hiftory of Eng-
land ; butvbeing frightened with
the notion of continuing a narra-
tive through a period of 1700
years, I commenced with the
acceflion of the Houfe of Stuart,
an epoch when, 1 thought, the

* mpifrepréfentations of fatien be~

C gan
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gan chigfly to take place. I was,
I own, fanguine in my expeta~
tions of the fuccefs of this work.
T thought that I was the only
hiftorian, that had at once ne-
gleted prefent power, intereft,
and authority, and the cry of
popular prejudices ;' and as the
fubje&t was fuited to every ca=-
pacity, I expe&ted proportional
applaufe. But miferable was my
~ difappointment : I was aflailed
by one cry of reproach, difap-
probation, and even deteftation;
Englifh, Scotch, and Irith, Whig
and Tory, churchman and fec-
tary, freethinker and religionift,

patriot
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patriot and courtier; unifed inl
their rage agdinft the man, who
had prefumed to thed a generous
tear for the fate of Charles L
and the Farl of Strafford ; and
after the firft ebullitions of their
fury were over, what was ftill
more mortifying, the book feem=
ed to {ink into oblivion. Mr.
- Millar told me, thatin a twelve-
month he fold only forty-five
copies of it. I fcarcely, indeed,
heatd of one mari in the three
kingdoms, confiderable for rank
or letters, that could endure the
book. I muft only except the
primate of England, Dr. Her-
C2 ringy
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. 5ing, and.the primate of Ireland,
Dr. Stone, which feem two odd
exceptions. 'Thefedignified pre-
lates feparately fent me meflages
not to be difcouraged.

1 was, however, I confefs, dif-
couraged ; and had not the war
been at that time breaking out
between France and England, I
had certainly retired to fome pro-
vincial town of the former king-
dom, have changed my name,
and never more have returned to
my native country. But as this

{cheme was not now: praticable,.
and the fubfequent volume was

COnN-
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confiderably advanced, I refolv~

ed to pick up courage and to per-
fevere. i

{n this interval, I publithed
at London my Natural Hiftory
of Religion, along with fome
_other fmall pieces: its public
entry was rather obfcure, except
only that Dr. Hurd wrote a
pamphlet againft it, with all the
illiberal petulance, arrogance,
and fcurrility, which diftinguifh
the Warburtonian fchool. This.
pamphlet gave me fome con~
folation for the otherwife indiffe~
rent reception of my performance.

C3 In
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In 1756, two years after the
fall of the firft volume, was
publifhed the fecond volume of
my Hiftory, containing the pe-
riod from the death of Charles I.
till the Revolution. This per-
formance happened to give lefs
difpleafure to the Whigs, and
was better received. - It not only
rofe itfelf, but helped to buoy up
its unfortunate brother,

But though I had been taught
by experience, that the Whig
party were in pofleflion of bee
flowing all places, both in the
flate and in literature, I was fo

lirele
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“httle inclined to yield to their
fenfelefs clamour, that in above
a hundred alterations, which
farther ftudy, reading, or reflec-
tion engaged me to make in the
reigns of the two firft Stuarts, I
have made all of them invariably
to the Tory fide. It is ridicu-~
lous to confider the Englith con-~
ftitution before that period as a
regular plan of liberty.

In 1759, I publithed my Hif-
tory of the Houfe of Tudor. The
"clamour againft' this perform-~
ance was almoft equal to that
againft the Hiftory of the two

" C 4 firt
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firft Stuarts, 'The reign of Eli- .
zabeth was particularly obnoxi-
ous. But I was now callous
againft the imprefions of public
folly, and continued very peace~
ably and contentedly in my re-
treat at Edinburgh, to finifh, in
two volumes, the more early part
of the Englith Hiftory, which I
gave to the public in 1761,
" with tolerable, and but tolerable
fuccefs. "

But, notwithftanding this va-
riety of winds and feafons, to
which my writings had been ex-
pofed, they had ftill been mak-

ing
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ing {uch advances, that the copy-.
money given me by. the book-
fellers, much exceeded any thing
formerly knowa in Englandg I
was become not only independ-

ent, but opulent. I retired to -
my native country of Scotland, -

determined never more to fet
my foot out of it; and retaining

the fatisfattion of never having
preferred a requeft to one great
man, or even making advances -

of friendfhip to any of them, ‘As
1 was now turned of fifty, I
thought of paffing all the reft of

my life in this philofophical man-

ner, when I received, in 1763,

an’
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‘an invitation from the Earl of
Hertford, with whom I was not
in the leaft acquainted, to attend
him on his embafly to Paris, with

a near profpe& of being appoint=
ed fecretary to the embafly ; and,
in the meanwhile, of performing
the fun&ions of that office. This

offer, however inviting, I at firft .

declined, both becaufe I was re-
luCtant to begin connexions with
‘the great, and becaufe I was
afraid that the civilities and gay
company of Paris, would prove
difagreeable to a perfon of my
age and humour: but on his
lordthip’s repeating the invita-

tion,
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" tion, I accepted of it. I have
every reafon, both of pleafure
and - intereft, to think myfelf
happy in my connexions with
that nobleman, as well as af-
terwards with his brother, Gene-
ral Conway.

Thofe who have not feen the
firange effe@s of ‘modes, will
never imagine the reception I
met with at Paris, from men and
women of all ranks and flations.
The more I refiled from their
exceffive civilities, the more I
was loaded with them. There
is, however, a real fatisfaltion

‘ in
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i living. ‘at Paris, from the
great number of {feafible,  know-
ing, and polite company with
which that city abounds above
all places in the unmiverfe. I
thought onoce of fettling there
. for life.

I was appointed fecretary to
the embafly; and, in {ummer.
1765, Lord Hertford left me,
being appointed Lord Licutenant
of Ireland. 1 was cbargé daf~
faires till the arrival of the Duke
of Richmond, towards the end
of the year. In the beginning
of 1766, 1 left Paris, and next
{fummer
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fummer weat to Bdinburgh, with
the fame view as formesly, of
burying myfklf in a philofophi-
cal retreat. I returned to that
place, not richer, but with much

more money,and amuch largerin-

come, by means of Lord Hert-
ford’s friendfhip, than I left its
and 1 was defirous of trying

what fuperfluity could produce,

as I had formerly made an ex-
pesiment of a comipetency. But,
in 1767, 1 received from Mr.
Conway an invitation to be Un~
der-fecretary ; and this iavita~
tion, both the charalter of the

perfon, and my: conaexiona with

t 3 Lord
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Lord Hertford, prevented me
from_ declining. I returned to
Edinburgh in 1769, very opu-~
leat (for I poffeffed a revenue of
1000l. a year), healthy, and
though fomewhat ftricken in
years, with the profpe& of en-
joying long my eafe, and of
feeing the increafe of my repu-
tation.

. In {pring 1775, I was ftruck
with a diforder in my bowels,
which at firft gave me no alarm,
but has fince, as I apprehend it,
become mortal and incurable. I
. now reckon upon a fpeedy diffo-
lution.
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lution. . I have fuffered very
little pain from my diforder;
and what is more ftrange, have,
notwithftanding the great de-
cline of my perfon, never fuffer-
ed a moment’s abatement of my
{pirits ; infomuch, that were I
to name the period of my life,
which I fhould moft choofe to

pafs over again, I might bc '
tempted to point to this later pe-
riod. I poflfefs the fame ardour
as ever in fltudy, and the fame
gaiety in ‘oompany. I confider,
befides, thata man of fixty-five,
by dying, cuts off only a few years
of infirmities ; and though Ifee
. * many

—



33 MY OWN LIFE

many fymptoms of my literary
reputation’s breaking out at laft
with additional luftre, I knew
that I could have but few years
to enjoy it. It is difficult to be

more detached from life than I_

am at prefent.

'Fo conclude hiftorically with
my own charaCter. I am, or
rather was (for that is the fiyle
I muft now ufe in fpeaking of
myfelf, which emboldens me the
more to fpeak my fentiments); I
was;, I fay, a man of mild dif-
pofitions, of command of tem-
per, of an open, focial, and

cheerful _



MY OWN LIFE. g

cheerful -humour, capable of at-
tachment, but little fufceptible of
enmity, and of great moderation
in all my paffions. Even my
love of literary fame, my -ruling
paffion, never foured my tem-
per, notwithftanding my frequent
difappointments.” My company
was not unacceptable to- the
young and carelefs, as well as
to the ftudious and literary;
and as I took a particular plea-
fure in the company of modeft
women, I had no reafon to be
difpleafed with the reception I
met with from them. In a
'word, though moft men any
D wife
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wife eminent, have found rea~
fon to complain of calumny, %
neves was touched, or even at-
tacked by her baleful tooth: and
though { wantonly expofed my-
felf to the rage of both civil and
" religious faCons, they feemed
to be difarmed in my behalf of
their wonted fury. My friends
never had accafion to vindicate
any ong ciroumftance of my cha~-
rater and condu@ : not but that
the zealots, we may well fup-.
pofe, ‘would have been glad to
inveat pnd propagate any flory.
0 my difadvantage, but they
éould never find any which chey

: thought
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thought would wear the face of
probability. I cannot fay there
is no vanfty in making this fune=~
ral oration of myfelf, but I hope
it is not a mifplaced one; and
this is a matter of fa& which is
eafily cleared and afcertained.

April 18, 1776,

D2 LET-







L ETTER
Crmom
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Kirkaldy, Fifefhire, Nov. 9, 1776.

T is with a’ real, though a

" very melancholy pleafure;
that I fit down to give you fomé
account of the behaviour of our

late excellent friend, Mr. Humc.
durmg his laRt illnefs. -

Though, in his own judg-
ment, his difeafe “was mortal
and -incurable, yet -he allowed
himfelf to be prevailed upon, by -

D4 the
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the entreaty of his friends, to-
‘try what might be the effe@s
of a long journey. A few days
before he fet out, he wrote that
account of his own life, which,
together with his other papers,
he has left to your care. My
- account, therefore, fhall begin
where his ends.

He fet out for London to-
wards the end of April, and at.
Morpeth met with Mr. John
Home and myfelf, who had
both come down from London
on purpofe to fee him, expeing
to have found him at Edinburgh.
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Mr. Home returned with him, |
and .attended him during the
whole of  his ftay in England,
with that care and attention
which might be expetted from a
temper fo perfely friendly and
affeGtionate. As I had written
to my mother that fhe might ex-
pe& me in Scotland, I was un-
der the neceflity of continuing
my journey. His difeafe feemed
to yield to exercife and change
of air, and when he arrived in
London, he was apparently in
much better health than.when
he left Edinburgh. He was ad-
vifed to go to Bath to drink the
waters,

-
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waters, which appeared for- fome
time to have fo good an effe@®
upon him, that even he himfelf
began to entcrtam, what ‘he was
#ot apt to do, a better opmton
of his own heakh, His fymp-<
toms, ‘however, foon returned
with their ufual violence, and
from that moment he g‘avc-‘up
all thoughts of recovery, but
fubmitted with the utmoft cheer-
fulnefs, and "the moft perfect
complacency - and  refignation.
Upon his return to Edinburgh,
though he’ fOund ‘himfelf much
weaker, yet " his cheerfulncfs

never abated, and he continued
to
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to divert mmfelf, as ufual, with
eorrecting his own works for x
‘new edition, with reading books
of amufement, with the conver~
fation of his friends; and, fome-
* times in the evening, with a
party. at his favourite gante of
whift. His cheerfulnefs was fo
great, -and his converfation and
amufements run fo much in their
ufual firain, that, notwithftand<
ing all bad fymptoms, many
people could not believe he was
dying. '« 1 fhall tell your friend,
« Colonel Edmondftone,” fard
Doltor Dundas to him one-day,
¢ that I left you much better,

Cr 8 “ and
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¢ and in a fair way of recovery.”
« Do&or,” faid he, “ as I be=-
¢ lieve you would not chufe to
¢ tell any thing but the truth,
« you had better tell him, that
¢ ] am dying as faft as my ene-
« mies, if I have any, could
¢ wifh, and as eafily and cheer-
« fully as my beft friends could
‘ defire.”” Colonel Edmondftone
foon afterwards came to fee him,
and take leave of him ; and on
his way home, he could not for-
‘bear writing him a letter bidding
him once more an eternal adieu,
and applying to him, as toa dy-
ing man,. the beautiful French

verfes
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verfes in which the Abbé Chau-
lieu, in expe@ation of his own
death, laments his approaching
feparation from his friend, the
Marquis de la Fare. Mr. Hume’s
magnanimity and firmnefs were
fuch, that his- moft affetionate
friends knew, that they hazard-
ed nothing in talking or writing
to him as to a dying man, and
that fo far from being hurt by
this franknefs, he was rather
pleafed and flattered by it. I
happened to come into his room
while he was reading this letter,
which- he had juft received, and
which he immediately fhowed
: 2 . me.
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me. I told him; that though I
was fenfible how. very mach ke
was weakened, and that appear-
ances were in many refpeils very:
bad, yet his cheerfulnefs was fill
o great, the fpirit of life feem~
ed &ill to be fo very frong in
him, that I conld not help enter~
taining fome faint hopes. He an-
fwered, * Yourhopes are ground»
“ lefs. - An habitual diarrheea of
“ more than a year’s flanding,
« would be a very bad difeale at
“ any age: at my age it is a
“ mortal one. When I lie down
® ip the cvening, I feel myklf
¢ meaker than when I rofe in the

“ morning ;
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*¢ morning ; and when I rifein the
“ morming, weaker than when I
¢-lay down in the evening. lam
«: fenfible, befides, thatfomeof my
 yital parts are affelted, o that

“I muft foon die” « Well,”

faid 1, « if it muft be fo, you

have at leaft the fatisfattion of

Teaving all your friends, your

brother’s family -in particular,

in great profperity.” -He faid

that he felt that atisfa&ion fo

fenfibly, that when he was read-

ing a few days before, Lucian’s

Dialogués of the Dead, among

all ‘thé excules which are alleg-

- ed to Charon for not entering
o readily
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readily into his boat, he could
not find one that fitted him ; he
had no houfe to finith, he had
no daughter to provide for, he
had no enemies upon whom he
wifhed to-revenge himfelf. « I
% could not well imagine,” faid
he, ¢ whatexcufe I could make to
« Charon in order toobtaina little
¢ delay. Ihave done every thing
“ of confequence which I ever
¢ meant to do, ‘and I could at no
“ timeexped toleave my relations
“ and friends in a better fituation
« than that in which I am now
« likely to leave them ; I, there-
% fore, have all reafon to die con-

“ tented.”




-——
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& gented.” He then di_vertcd him-

feIf with- inventing feveral jocu-
lar excufes; which he -fuppofed

he mnght make to Chanon, and

with unaglmng thes very furly
ahfwers which it might fuit the -
¢harader of Charon fo return to
them. “ Upon further con-
« fideration;” faid he,- « I
« thought I might fay to him,
¢ Good Charon, . I have’ been
“ corre@ing my works for a new
¢ edition. Allow me a little
“ time, that I may fec how the'
¢ Public receives the alterations.”
But Charon would anfwer, |
o When you have feen the éffe

‘ E “ of
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“ of thele, you will be far mplks
“ isig athex alierations. There
- will be g end of fuch excnlen;
# fo, hopett friend, plaate ftep
 into.the bot” Bpt I might
fill wge, “ Have 3 Jittle pa-
¢ tience, good Chargn, I hawg
“ been endeavoRsing to open
% the eyeq of the Public. K 3
“ Kye 3 fewr yoass lopger, 1may
*¢ have the fatisfashion of fecing:
“ the downfal of fome. of the
% prevailing (yfems of fupesi--
* won.” Rut Chaven wenld
then lofe alk temper. andt dbeneeys
“ You loitering rogme, that will:
“ Bpt happen theft many huyn-
¢ dred
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" dred years. Do pour famey 1
» will grant you a begfe for fo
“ omg & trm 2 Gat ineo e
* bomt the inflant, you lzzy
¢ Joitexing rogue.’

Bot, though Mr. Hume. aly
ways talked of hie appecaching
diflotytion. with great cheerful-
nef, be never affeSed 10 maks
sy patade of his magnanimity.
He uever mentioned the fubjedk
ba when the coavesfation. na-
turally lad to it and mever dwels
lenger upan it thaw the courfe
of the converfation happened to
require.: it was a fubje@ indeed '

Ea " which
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which occurred pretty frequently,
in confequénce of the inquiri¢s
which-his friends,  who came to
fee him, naturally. made concern«
ing the ftate of his health. The

converfation which I mentioned
~ sbove, and which pafled on
Thurfday -the 8th of Auguft,
~ was the laft, -except one, that I
ever had with him. He had
now become o very weak, that
the company of his moft intimate
friends fatigued him; for his
cheerfulnefs - was- flill fo great,
his complaifance and focial dife
pofition were ftill fo entite, that
when any - friend was with him,
L . he
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ke could not help talking more,
and with greater exertion, than
fuited the weaknefs of his bedy.
‘At his own defire, therefore, I
agreed to leave Edinburgh, where
I was flaying partly upon his
. account, and returned to my
mother’s houfe here, at Kirkaldy,
upon condition that he would
fend for me whenever he withed
to fec me; the phyfician ‘who
faw him meft frequently, Doc~
tor Black, undertaking, in the
mean time, to write me oceafion~
ally an acconnt of ‘the ftate of
hxs health '

On
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.. Oa tht 22d of Augblt, the
DPodior wiote me the following

.. % Sioge thy laft, Mr. Hame
bas pafied his tihe presey eafily,
but.is muoch weaker. He fite
vps goes down fairs onoe a day,
and amuifks. himfelf with read.
ing, but fcidom fees any body.
He finds that even the converfa.
tion Of his moft intimate friends
fatigues and oppréffes bim 5 and
it is happy that ke does not need
#y for he is quite free fram
anxiety, impatience, or low (pi-
vits, and paffes his time very

well

!
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well with the affiftance of amuf-
ing books.™ -

| received the day afte? a let-
ter froth Mt Humiy Rimfelf, of
which the following is un exs

- Rdinbwgh, 334 Augell, 1378

6 MY DEAREST FR!END,

o« Iam aobliged to make ufe
of my nephew’s hand in writs
ing to.yoix, as I do not_rife to-
day. * # * 4

*# & ® % =%

S E 4 « 1 go
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- ¢.I go very -faft to decline,
and laft night had a {mall fever,
which I hoped might put a
quicker period to this tedious
illnefs, but unluckily it has, in
a great meafure, gone off. I
cannot {ubmit to your coming
over here on my account, as it

is poffible for me to fee you fo.

fmall a part of the day, but
Dottor Black can better inform
you concerning the degree of
frength which may from time
to time remain with me. As
dicu, &

Three
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- Three days after I received
the followmg letter fxom DoCtor
Black.

Edinbnrgh Monday, 26th Augutt, 1776.
¢ DEAR sm,

#¢ Yefterday about fom' o clock
afternoon, Mr. Hume "expired.
'The near approach of his death
became evident in the night be-
tween Thurfday and 'Friday,
when his difeafe became excefs
five, and foon weakened him fo
much, that he could no longer
rifé” out of his bed. He con-
tinued to the laft perfedly fen-

fible,
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ﬁb!e, and’ free from uch fain
or feelingy of diftrefs, He never
dropped the fmalleft expteffion
of impatience; but when he had
occaffon to fpeak tu the peaple
about him, always did it with
affe@®ion and tendernefs. I
thought if improper ‘to ~write
to bring you over, éfpecially a8
I heard that he had diftated a
lcttci' t you defiring you not te
" When he became very
weak, it coft him an effort to
fpeak, and ke died in fuch a
happy compofurc of mind,, that
nothing could exceed it.”

- Thus
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Thus died our moft-escels
ledt, and never 1o be forgoss
ten friend ; cancerning whofe
philofophical opinions nven will,
no doubt, judge varionfly, every
one spproving, or <obdemning
them, according as they kappen
to ooincide or difagree with his
ows; but conocrning whofe cha«
méer and ocondoét there caw
featrce be a difference of opision,
His temper, indead, feemed to
be more happily balanced, ¥ Y
may be allowed {och an expref-
fion, than that perbaps of any
other wan I have ever kwown,
Even i the loweft flave of i

fortune,
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fortune, his great and neceflary
frugality: never hindered him
from - exercifing, .upon  proper
occafions,- a@s both of charity
and generofity. It was a fruga=
lity founded, not upon avarice,
but upon the love of indepen~
dency.” - The extreme gentle-
nefs.of his nature never weaken-
ed either the firmnefs of his
‘mind, or the fteadinefs. of his
refolutions, His conftant plea-
fantry was the genuine -effufion
of good-nature and good-hu-
mour, tempered with delicacy
ahd modefty, and . without even.
- the flighteft tinQure of maligni-

ty,



Dr. ADAM SMITH., &

" ty, fo frequently the difagree-
able fource of what is called wit
in other men. - It never was the
meaning ‘of his raillery to mor-
tify ; and therefore, far from
offending, it feldom failed to
pleafe and delight, even thofe
who were the objedts of it. To
his"friends, who were frequent-
ly the objes of it, there was not
. perhaps any one of all his great
and amiable 'qualities, ' which
contributed more to endear his
converfation. "And. that gatety
of ‘temper, fo agreeable in fo-
ciety, but which is fo often ‘ac-
companied with frivolous and

fuper-
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foperticial qinalities, was in'hjm
certainly astended with the moft
fvere applicatian, the moRt exe
tenive learning, the greateft
depth of thaught, and a capacity
in every refpedt the moft coxapres
henfive. Upan the-whale, I have
always» oonﬁdcxed him, both in
his lifetime and fince his death, ay
ppyroachmg as-nearly to the idea
of a pe:fe&ly wife and vxrtuou;
tnap, as perhaps the naturc of
human frailty will permit.,

X ever am, ‘dear Sizy o
Ml sfeiosatcly yoe's,

ApAM SMITH-,

P
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ADVERTISEMENT,

I T is of ne confequence,
- gentle Reader, to you, any
more than it is to Dr. sM1TH;,
that you fhould know the name
of the perfon, who now addrefl-
eth you. Your mind cannot be
biafled, either way, by that, of
which you remain ignorant. The
remarks in the following pages
are not therefore true, or falfe,
becaufe I made them; but I
made them, becaufe I thought
them to be true. Read, confider,
and determine for yourfelf. If
you find no fatisfaction, throw
the book into the fire, regret
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(but with. moderation, as - be-
cometh a philofopher) the lofs
of your fhilling.; and take care
pot to lofe another, in the fame
manner, .If, on the contrary,
you fhould find fatisfaltien (and,
«it is humbly hoped, you wilk
find a great deal) negle@ not to
communicate to others, what
has thus been communicated to
you. Speak handfomely of me,
wherever you go, and introduce
me- to your kinsfolk and -ac-
quaintance. The enemies of
Religion are awake; let not hcr
friends fleep. , .
I intended a much longct-
work ; but, like the learned
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editor of Mr. numMEe’s Life, am
neceflitated to << gratify,” with
all poflible expedition, ¢ the
‘¢ impatience of the public cu-
‘¢ riofity ;” fo eager is it to hear,
what they, who- believe.in cop,
can. poflibly have to fay for’
themfelves. And if this will do
the bufinefs, why fhould you be
troubled with more? I am far
from ‘agreeing with Mr. voL-
" TAIRE, in all his obfervations.
But there is one, -in which it is
impofiible to difagree with him.
<¢ I have faid, and I abide by it,”™
cries the little hero,  *¢ that the
¢ fault of moft books is, their
s bcingv too large.” On review=
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ing what I have written, I really
cannot fee there is occafion to
add another fentence.

Had I not chofen, for reafons
beft known to myfelf, thus to
make my appearance fncog. [
would certainly have fate for my
picture, and have tried to caft 2
look at my title page, as lively
and good humoured, as that of
Mr. sumE himfelf. My book-
feller, indeed, told me, it would
have been a much more credit-
able way of doing the thing ;
¢ and then, you know, Sir,”
faid he, ¢ we could have charg-

“-ed the other fixpence.”
A LET-
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SIR,

O U have been lately em-

ployed in’ embalming a
philofopher ; his dody, I believe
I muft fay; for concerning the
other part of him, neither you
nor he feem to have entertain-
ed an idea, fleeping or waking.
* Elfe, it furely might have claim~
ed a little of your care and at-
tention ; and one would think,
the belief of the foul’s exiftence
and immortality could do no

B
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harm, if it did no good, in a’
Theory of Moral Sentiments. But
every gentleman underftands his
own bufinefs beft.

Will you do an unknown cor-
refpondent the honour, Sir, to
accept a few plain remarks, in
a free and eafy way, upon -the
curious letter to Mr. STRAHAN,
. in which this ever ‘memorable

" operation of embalming is per-
formed ? Our Philofopher’s ac~
count of Abis own life will like~
wife be confidered, as we go
dlong. ,
" Truft me, good Do®or, I am
no bigot, enthufiaft, or enemy:
to human learning—Er ego %
Arcadid—=] have made many a
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bearty meal, in private, upon
cicero and virGiL, as well
as Mr. suME *. Few perfons
(though, perhaps, as Mr. HumE
fays, upon a like occafion, ¢
‘“ ought not to judge on that
¢ fubjet”) have a quicker relifh
for the productions of genjus,
and the beauties of compofition.
It is therefore as little in my
intention, as it is in my power,
to prejudice the literary charac-
ter of your friend, From fome
of .his writings I have received .
great pleafure, and have ever.
efteemed his Hiftory of England
to have been a nable effort of
- Matter and Motion. But when &
*® LIFE, Ps§.
B 2
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man takes it into his head to do
mifchief, you muft be fenfible,
Sir, the Public has always rea-
fon to lament his being 4 cle'ver
Jellow.

I hope it will not be decmed
vanity in me likewife to fay,
that I have in my compofition a
large proportion of that, which
our inimitable SHAKESPEARE
ftyles, tbe milk of buman kindnefs.
I never knew what envy or
hatred was; and am ready, at
all times, to’ praife, wherever I
can do it, in honour and con-
{cience. pavip, I doubt not,
'was, as you affirm, .a f{ocial
agreeable perfon, of a convivial
turn, told a good ‘ftory, and
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played well ‘at « his favourite
¢ game of whift*.” I know
not that JoOHN THE PAINTER
did the fame. But there is no
abfurdity in the fuppofition. If
he did not, he might have done
it—Do&or, be not offended—I
mean no harm. I would only
infer thus much, that I could
not, on that account, bring my-
felf abfolutely to approve his
odd fancy of firing all the dock-
yards in the kingdom. '

Concerning the  pbilofophical
opinions of Mr. HUME you ob-
ferve 4, that ‘““men will, no
¢¢ doubt, judge varioufly.” They
are certainly at liberty fo to do,

* L1FE, &c. p. 43, ~ t LiFE, & p. 59
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becaufe the author himfelf did
the fame. Sometimes, to be fure;
bhe efteemed them ingenious,
deep, fubtle, elegant, and cal-
culated to diffufe his literary
fame to the ends of the world.
But, at other times, he judged
very differently ; very much fo,
indeed. ¢ I dine, fays he, I
‘¢ play a game at back-gammon,
“1 converfe, and am merry
‘“ with my friends ; and when,
<« after three or four hours

* amufement, I would return
“ to thefe fpeculations; they
¢ appear fo cold, fo firained, and
“ {0 ridiculous, that I cannot
*¢ find in my heart to enter into
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¢ them any farther” *. Now,
Sir, if you will only give me
leave to judge, before -dinner,
. of Mr. nume’s philofophy, as
he judged of it after dinner, we
fhall have no farther difpute
upon that fubject. Only I could
wifh, if it were pofiible, to have
a -fcheme of thought, - which
would bear contemplating, at
any time of the day; becaufe,
" etherwife, a perfon muft be at
the expence of maintaining a
brace of thefe metaphyfical
Hobby-Horfes, one to mount

‘® Treatife of Human Natgre. 1. 467. ‘In
the Poftfcript to this Letter, a view will be
given of the numiax fyftem, taken exaltly
as it appcarcd to it’s author at fix o clock in

the cvening.
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in the morning, and the othct
in the afternoon.

After all, Sir, friend . as I am
to freedom of opinion (and no
one living can be more fo) I'am
rather forry, methinks, that
men fhould judge fo varsoufly of
Mr. nume’s philofophical fpe-
culations. For fince the defign
of them is to banifh out of the
world every idea of truth and
comfort, falvation and immer-
tality, a future ftate, and the
providence, and even exiftence
of cop, it feems a pity, that
we cannot be all of a mind
zbout them, though we might
have formerly liked to hear the
autho; crack a joke, over a

bottle,
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bottle, in his life timé.” And I
could have been well hpleﬁfe'd to
have besn informed by you, Sir,
that, ‘before his death, he had
ceafed. to -number among hip
happy effafidns traéts of this
kind arid tendency. '
Fore=(let ms come a little
clofer to you, Do®or, if you
pleafo, upon this fubje@~Don’t
be under any appréhenfionses-
my name does not begin with'a
B—) Are yox fure, and can you
make us fore, that there reslly
exift Ao fuch things as & cop,
and a future ftate of rewards
énd punithments ? If fo, all s
well. Let us zben, in our laft
‘hours, read LucIAN, and play
c
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at wH1sT, and ‘droll upen crAZ
RON and his boat *; let us die
as foolith and infenfible, as
much like our brother philofo-
phiers, the calves of the’ field,
and the affes of the defart, as
we can, for the life of us. But
~—if fuch things BE—as they
moft certainly ARE—Is it right
in you, Sir, to hold up to our
view, as ¢ perfely wife-and
¢¢.virtuous” -+, the charader and
condui? of one, who feems to
have been poffefled with an in-
curable antipathy to all that is
called RELIGION; and who
ftrained every nerve to cxplode,

* pire, &c P 479 et feq.
"' LIFE, &c. P. 62,
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fopprefs, and extirpate the {pirit -
of it among men, that it’s very

name, if he could effe& it,

might no more be had in re-

membrance? Are we, do you

imagine, to:be reconciled to a

chara@er of this fort, and fali

in love with it, becaufe it’s

owner was -good .company, - and -
knew how to manage his cards?

Low as the age is fallen, I will

venture to hope, it has grace

enough yet left, to refent fuch

ufage as this. _

You endeavour to entertain
us with fome pleafant conceits
that were fuppofed by Mr.
HUME to pafs between himfelf
and old caaron. The phile-

c2
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fopher tells the old: gentleman,
that ¢ he had been endeavour
‘¢ ing to open the eyes of tha
¢ Public ;” that he was <-core
‘< reCting his :works for a newe
“ edition,” from which great
things were to-be expedted ; in
fhart, < if he could bus live:a
“ few years longer -(and thet
«“ was the only reafon why he
* would with td do fo) he might
« have the fatisfaction of {esing
<« the downfal of fome of the
«¢ prevailing fyftems of fi pﬂ'ﬁl«
€« tm* »

. We all koow, Sir, what the
word SUPERSTITION danotes,
in Mr. HuME's vocabu.lary and

®_11rE, &e..p. 50.
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agiinft what Religion his thafis
are levelled, under that name.
But, Do&or sMiTw, do you
believe, or would you have us
te beliove; that it is crRARON,
who calls us out of the world,
at the appointed time? Doth
pot me csll ‘us out of it, who
fent us into it? Let me, then,
prefent you with a paraphrafe of
the With, as addreffed to m1m,
to whom it thould, and to whom
sloné, with any fenfe and pro-
puicty, it can be addrefled.—
Thus it runs~—

~¢““rorp, I have oaly one
<« reafon why I would with to
* live. ‘Suffer me fo to do, I
“ moft humbly befeech thee,
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<« yet a little while, till ‘mine
< eyes fhall behold the fuccefs
“ of my undertaking to ower-
«-throw, by my metaphyfics,
¢¢ the faith which thy son de-
< {cended from heaven to plant,
“ and to root out the-knowlege
« and the love of thee from the
- .¢¢ earth.”

" Here are no rhetorical ﬁgures,-
po hyperbole’s, or exaggera-
tions. The matter is even fo.
I appeal, in the face of ' the
world, Sir, to yourfelf, and to
every man, who- can read and
underftand the writings of Mr.
HUME, whether this be not, ‘in
plain, honeft Englifh, the drift
of his philofopby, as it is called ;
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for the propagation of which
alone 'he withed to live; and
concerning which you are pleaf-
ed to fay coolly, “ men will
¢ judge varioufly, every one ap-
¢ proving or condemning thefe
‘¢ opinions, according as they
¢ happen to coincide or dif-.
¢¢ agree with his own *.” Our
thoughts are very naturally car-
ried back, upon’ this occafion,
to the author of the frff philo-
" Jfopby, who likewife engaged to
open the eyes of the Public—He
did fo; but the only difcovery
they found themfelves able to
make, was,---that they were
NAKED.

*.L1FB, &c, P, §9.
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. You talk much, Sir, of our
philofopher’s gentlerefs of manw.
ners, good nature, compafien, ges
nerofity, cbarity. Alas, Sir, whis
ther were they all fled, when he
fo often fate dawn calmly and
deliberately to obliterate .from
the hearts of the human fpeciés
every trace of the knowlege of
cop and his difpenfations ; all
faith in his kind providence,
and fatherly pratection ; all hope
- of enjoying his grace and favour,
here, or hereafter ;. all love of
him, and of their brethren for
his fake ; all the patience under
tribulation, all the comforts, in
time of forrow, derived from
thefe fruitful and -perepnial

fources ?
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fources? Did a good man think -
himfelf able, by the force of
metaphyfic incantation, in a
moment, to blot the fun ot of
heaven, and dry up every foun-
. tain upon ‘earth, would he at-
tempt: to do it }—TULLY had
but a faint glimpfe of ‘the
country towards which we are
all travelling ; yet, fo pleafing
was any. the moft imperfe& and
thadowy profpe& into- futurity,
that TuLLy ‘declared, no man
thould ravith it from him *.
And furely; TurLLY was a phi-
::# Quod fi'in hoc erro, quod animos ho-
mimum. imotartales effe credam, liberter
exra 3, nee. mihi hunc errorem, quo deleétor,

dum vivo, extorqueri volo. D& SENEGTUTE,
ad Fin.

D
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lofopher, -as well d4s nvme. O
had he :feen the light whick
fhone upon HuUME, he would
not have clofed :his eyes againft
it ; had the fame cup been offer-
ed to him, he would not have
dathed it.untafted .from him !

~¢¢ Perhaps our miodern . {cep-
¢ tics are:ignorant;. that with-
< out the belief- of 2 con, and
<«.the hope of immortality, the
< miferies of human life would
¢ often.‘be infupportable. - But

¢ can I fuppofe.them jn a ftate
¢ of total and invincible ftupi-.

<¢ dity, utter ftrangers. to the

¢ human heart, and toc human-

«¢ affairs ? Sure, they would not

¢*’thank me for fuch a fuppofi-_

-
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*¢ tion. Yet this T muft fuppofe,
¢ or- I muft believe them to be
*¢ the moft cruel, - the moft per-
‘¢ fidious, and the moft profli-
¢ gate ‘of men. Carefled by
*¢ thofe who call themfelves the
‘¢ great, ingrofied by the forma-
¢¢ lities of -life, intoxicated with
“¢ vanity, "pampered with adu-
‘¢ lation, diffipated in the tu-
s mult of bufinefs, or amidft
< the viciffitudes of folly, they
¢« perhaps have little need and
¢ little relith for the confola-
“ tiois of religion. But let
¢« them know,.that in. the :fo-
« litary fcenes- of life, there is
“ many an -honeft and tender
¢ heart pining. with incurable’
D 2
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< anguifh, pier¢ed with ‘the
¢ fharpeft - fting -of difappoint-
¢ ment, bereft of friends, chill-
‘¢ ed with poverty, racked with
«.difeafe, fcourged by the op-
¢ preflor; whom nothing but
¢« truft in Providence, and the
‘“ hope of a future retribution
‘¢ could preferve from the ago-
‘¢ nies of defpair. And do they,
“¢ with facrilegious hands, at-
¢ tempt to violate this laft re-
¢« fuge of the miferable, and to
¢« rob them of the only comfort
* that had furvived the ravages
« of misfortune, malice, and
¢ tyranny ? Did it ever happen,
¢ that the influence of their
«¢ execrable tenets difturbed the
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«¢ tranquillity of virtuous retire-
“ ment, deepened the gloom of
«¢ human diftrefs, or aggravated
¢¢ the horrors of the grave? Is
<¢ it pofiible, that this may have
¢¢ happened in many inftances ?
“« Is it probable, that this hath
¢ happened in one fingle in-
¢ ftance !—Ye traitors to hu-
¢ man kind, ye murderers of
¢¢ the human foul, how can ye
¢ anfwer for it to your .own
¢¢ hearts | Surely, every fpark
« of your generofity is extin-
¢« guithed for ever, if this con-
¢ fideration do not awaken in
¢ you the keeneft remorfe, and
«¢ make you wifh in- bitternefs
#¢ of foul—But I remonftrate in’
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«¢ vain. All-this muft have often
 occurred to you, and ‘been as
“¢ often rejeCted, as utterly fri-
¢< volous. Could I enforce the
¢« prefent topic by an appeal to
¢ your vanity, I might poffibly
¢ make fome impreflion. But to
*¢ plead with-you on the prin-
“¢ ciples ‘of BENEVOLENCE, or
¢ GENEROSITY, 15 'to addrefs
*“you in a languagé ye do not,
¢« or will not, underftand ; and
“ as to the thame of being con-
¢ viCted of abfurdity, ignorance,
“ or want of candour, ye have.
“ long ago proved yourfelves
¢ fuperior to the fenfe of it.—
¢ But let not the lovers of truth
« be difcoura‘ged. Atheifm can-
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“ not be of long continuance,
¢ nor is there much danger of
¢ it’s becoming univerfal. The
«¢ influence of fome confpicuous
<¢ chara&ers hath brought it too
¢ much into fathion; which,
“¢ in a thoughtlefs and profligate
< age, it is: no difficult matter
“¢ to accomplith. But when men
¢ have retrieved the powers of
< ferious reflection, they  will.
“ find it a frightful phantom ;.
““and the mind will return.
¢¢ gladly. and .eagerly to it’s old
¢¢ endearments. . One thing we
«¢ certainly know; the fathion
¢¢ of fceptical and metaphyfical
¢ fyftems pafleth away, Thofe
¢¢ ugnatural. produétions, . the -
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<t yile effufton of a hard and
¢¢ ftupid heart, that miftakes it’s
s« own reftlefinefs for the acti-
¢ vity of genius, and: it’s own
¢ captioufnefs for fagacity ‘of
¢« underftanding, may, like other
& monfters, pleafe awhile by
<«-their - fingularity ; but the
¢ charm is foon over; and the
¢ fucceeding age will be afto-
« nithed to hear, that their
« fore-fathers were-deluded, or
« amufed, with fuch fooleries.”
- You, Sir, have-read the pre-
ceding paragraph before; but
this Letter may come into the
' hands. of many, who Have not.
It is the.alarum bell to the
admirers of Mr:HUME; and
fhould

« ®© - v “~
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fhould be rung in their ears, till
fucceeded by the laft trumpet. -

And now, Sir,- will you give
. me leave to atk you a few.quef=
tions? Why all this hurry and
buftle, this eagernefs to gratify
the pretended *¢ impatience - of
s< the Public *,” and fatisfy it,
that our philofopher lived and
died perfe@ly compofed and
eafy? Was there, then, any fuf-
picion, in scoTLAND, that he
might. not, at times, be quite fo
compofed and eafy as he thould
have been ? Was there any par-
ticular Book ever written agajnft
him, that fhook his: fyftem to
pieces about his ears, and ree

*® Preface to LIFE, &o,
E
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duced it to a heap of ruins,- the
fuccefs and eclat of which might
be fuppofed to have hurt his
mind, and to have affe@ted his
health? Was thereany AuTHOR,
whafe zame his friends, never
dared to mention before him,
and warned all. ftrangers, that
were introduced to him, againgt
doing it, becaufe he never fail-
ed, when by any accident it was
done, to fly out into a tranfport
of pafiion and fwearing *? Was

~ ® & J was a man of mild difpofitions, of
¥ command of temper, little fufceptible of
“¢ enmity, and of great moderation in all my
< paflions. Even my love of literary fame,
¢ my ruling pafion, never foured my tem-
ieper® Lirx, p. 32. Yet even by what is
faid of the Reverends and Right Reverends
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it deemed neceflary, or expe~
dient, on this account, that he
thould reprefent himfelf, and
that you fhould: reprefent him,
to have been perfe@tly fecure
of the growth and increafe of
his philofophic reputation, as
"if no book had been written,
which had impaired.it ; it hav-

—Bithop wyrBURTON, Bithop HURD, the
Zealots (that is, the Chriffians) and of the refo-
‘tution once taken to * change his-name, and
# fettle in France,” becaufe his writings did
not meet with fufficient encouragement—by
thefe circumftances, I fay, there feems to
have been fomething of the irritable in his
tonftitution, But thefe are trifles. My quarry
lies not this way, at prefent. I fly at nobler
game. The atrocious wickednefs of diffufing
atheifm through the land, is a fubje€ which
concerns every body.
E 2
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ing been judged much eafier ta
diffemble the fall of pacon,
than to fer bim upon bis flumps
agam? 1 am a South Briton,
and, confequently, not acquaint-
ed with what paffes fo far in
the oppofite quarter. You, Sir,
can inform us how thefe things
are; and likewife, when ‘the
great work of denevolence and
charity, of wifdom and wvirtue,
fhall be crowned by the publi-
cation of a treatife defigned to
prove the souL’s MORTALITY,
and another, to juftify and re-
commend SELF MURDER ; for
which, without doubt; the pre-
- fent and every future age will
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blefs the name of - the gmtle and
amiable author,

Upon the whole, Do&or,
your meaning is good; but I
think you will not fucceed, this
time. You would perfuade us,
by the example of DAVID HUME
Efq; that atheifm is the only
cordial for low fpirits, and the
proper antidote againft the fear
of death. But, furely, he who
can refle&, with complacency,
on a friend thus mifemploying
his talents in his life, and then
amufing himfelf with Lucian,
WHIST,.and CHARON, at his
death, may {mile over BABYLON
in ruins ; efteem the earthquake,
which deftroyed vrisBON, an
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agreeable occurrence ; and con~
gratulate the hardened - PHA~
RAOH,-on his overthrow in the
Red fea. Drollery, “in fuch cir-

cumftances, is neither more nor
lefs than -

'Moody Madnefs, laughing wild,
" Amid fevereft woe.

Would we know the baneful
and peftilential influences - of
falfe philofophy on the human
heart ?- We need: only contem-
plate them in this moft deplor-~
able inftance of Mr. HUME.

- Thefe fayings, Sir, may ap-
pear harth; but they are faluta<
ry. And if departed {pirits have
any knowlege of what is pafling
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upon earth, that perfon will be
regarded by your friend as ren-
dering him the trueft fervices,
who, by energy of expreffion;
and warmth. of exhortation,
fhall moft contribute to prevent
his writings from producing
thofe effets upon mankind, .
which he no longer withes they
fhould. produce. Let no man
deceive himfelf, or be deceived
by others. It is the voice of
eterpal TRUTH, which crieth
aloud, and faith to you, Sir, and
to me, and to all the world —=
He that believeth on the Son, bath
everlgfiing life; and be that be~
bieveth not the Som, Joall not fee
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Jife; but the wrath of God ahde'tb
on him *.

- By way of contraﬂ: to the bc-—
havmur of Mr. HUME, at the
clofe of a life, pafled withour
GoD in the world, permit me,
Sir, to lay before yourfelf, and
the Public, the laft fentiments
of the truly learned, judicious,
and admirable HookER, who
had fpent b#s days in the fervice
of his Maker and Redeemer.

After this manner, therefore,
fpake the author of the Ecclefi-
aftical Polity, 1mrned1atcly before
he expired— -

s¢ I have lived to fee, that tlns
¢ world is made up of pertur~

# Joux iii, 36,
¢¢ bations ;
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#¢ bations ; and T have been long
#¢ preparing ‘to. leave it,. and
<« gathering comfort . for the
¢ dreadful hour of making my
&¢ account with cop, which 1
‘¢ now apprchend to be near.
¢¢ And though I have, by his
*¢ grace, loved him in my youtlr,
¢ and feared him in mine age,
¢ and laboured to have a con-
¢¢ {cience void of offence, to-
¢¢ wards him, and towards all
“men; yet, if thou, Lord,
$¢ {houldeft be extreme to mark
¢¢ what I have done amifs, whe
4¢ can abide it ? And therefore,
¢ where I have failed, Lord,
¢ fhew mercy to me; .for I
€ plead not my righteoufnefs,
F
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4« but the forgivenefs of my une
4¢ righteoufnefs, .through His
¢ merits, ‘who.died to purchafe
“¢¢ pardon for penitent finners.
#< And fince I owe thee a death,
#¢ Lord, let it not be terrible,
*¢ and then take thine own time;
¢ I fubmit to it. Let not mine,
¢« O Lord, but thy will. be
¢¢ done!----cop hath heard my .
¢ daily petitions ; for I am at
¢ peace with all men, and he i3
<¢-at peace with me. From fuch
¢« blefled aflurance I feel that
¢ inward joy, which this world
¢ can neither give,  nor take
s« from me. My confcience bear~
¢¢ gth me this witnefs; and thig
© ¢ witnefs makes .the thoughts °
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- & of death joyful. I could with
3¢ to live, to do the church
¥ more fervice ; but cannot hope
¢« it ; for my days are paft, as 2
¢¢ thadow-that returns not.”

" His worthy Biographer adds
~—¢¢ More he would have fpo-
. ken, but his {pirits failed
¢ him ; and, after a fhort con-
¢« f1i& betiween nature and death,
¢ a quiet figh put a period to
¢¢ his laft breath, and fo, he fell
¢ afleep----And now he feems
‘¢ to reft like Lazarus in Abra-
¢¢ ham’s bofom. Let me here
“ draw his curtain, till, with
¢¢ the moft glorious company of
« the Patriarchs and Apoftles,

F 2
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¢« and the moft noble army of .
“ Martyrs and Confeflors, this

‘“ moft learned, moft humble;

‘“ moft holy man fhall alfo

““ awake to receive an eternal

¢ tranquillity, and with it a

< greater degree of glory, than

¢ common Chriftians fhall be

¢ made partakers of.”

- Do&or smiTH, when the

hour of his departure hence fhall

atrive, will copy the example of
the BELIEVER, or the INFI-

DEL, as it liketh him beft. I

muft freely own, I have no

opinion of that reader’s bead, or

beart, who will not exclaim, as

I find myfelf obliged to do—
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Let ME die the death of the
Righteous, and let M v laft end be
ltke bis!

I am, Sir,
Your very fincere:
Well-wither, and

Humble Servant,

One of the People called CHRISTIANS,
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AS it is poffible, Sir, nay,
probable, that this little trac,
becaufe it is a little one, may
be perufed by many, who have
not leifure or inclination to go
through large volumes, and yet
with to know what Mr. HUME’s

philofophical fyftem is; I fhall
here fubjoin a fhort, but com-

prehenfive fummary of the doc- -

trines which compofe it, drawn
up, fome few years ago, by
a learned gentleman, for his
amufement, with proper refe-
rences to thofe parts of our

_philofophcr’s works, where {fuch
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dottrines were to be found.
And though I never heard, the
compiler had the thanks of Mr.
nuMEe. for fo doing, yet neither
could I ever find, that he or his
friends difputed the fidelity and
accuracy with which it was
done.

A SUMMARY OF MR. HUME'S
DOCTRINES, METAPHYSICAL
AND MORAL.

OF THE  §OUL.

.. 'That the foul of man is not
the fame this moment, that it
was the laft ; that we know not
what it is; that it is not one,
but many things ;. and that it is
nothing at all.
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That in this' foul is the
agency of all the caufes that
operate throughout the fenfible
‘creation ; and yet that in this
foul there is neither power nor
agency, nor any idea of either.
¢ .That matter and motion may
often be regarded as the caufe of

thought.
= OF THE UNIVERSE,

That the external world does
not exift, or at leaft, that it’s
exiftence may reafonably . be
doubted, }

. That the univerfe exifts in
the mind, and that the mind
daes not exift. .

That



POSTSCRIPT. 4t
' ‘That the univerfe is nothing
but a heap of perceptions, with=
out a {ubftance.

That though a man could
bring - himfelf to believe, yea,
and have reafon to believe, that
every thing in the univerfe pro-
ceeds from fome caufe; yet it
would be unreafonable for him -
to believe, that the univerfe it-
- {elf proceeds from a caufe.

OF HUMAN KNOWLEGE.

. That the perfection of human

knowlege is to doubt. S

That we ought to doubt of

every thing, yea, of our doubts

themfelves, and therefore, thé

utmoft that philofophy can do,
e
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is to give us a doubtful folution
of doubtful doubts *.

That the human underftand-
ing, acing alone, does entirely
fubvert itfelf, and prove by
argument, that by argument
nothing can be proved.

That man, in all his percep-~
. tions, aciohs, and volitions, is
a mere paffive machine, and has
no feparate exiftence of his own,
being entirely made up of other
things, of the exiftence of which
he is by no medns-certain ; and
yet, that the nature of all things

" ® The fourth fe&ion of Mr. numx’s Efays
on the Humen Underflanding, is called, Scepti-
¢al doubts comcerning the operations of the bamen

shderfRanding ; and the ifth fection bears this
" title, Sceptical folntion of thefe doabts. '
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depends fo much upon man,
that two and two could not be
equal to four, nor fire produce
heat, nor the fun light, without
an a&t of the human under-
ftanding.

OF GoD.

That it is unrcafonable to
believe Gop to be infinitely wile
and good, while there is any
evil or diforder in the univerfe.

That we have no good reafon
to think the univerfe proceeds
from a caufe.

That as the exiftence of the
external world is queftionable, .
we are at a lofs to find argu-
ments by which we may prove

G 2 s
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the exiftence of the Supreme
Being, or any of his attributes.

That when we fpcak of
Power, as an attribute of any
being, cop himfelf not ex-
cepted, we ufe words without
meaning.

That we can form no idea of
power, nor of any being endued
with power, much lfs of one
endued .with infinite power ;
and that we can never have rea-
fon to believe, that any obje&,
or quality of any object exifts,
of which we cannot form an
idea *,

* The poor prodigal Gemtil, in the pa-
_ rable, was hardly reduced to feed upon fuck
#ueks as thefe, How good and how joyful
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OF THE MORALITY OF

HUMAN ACTIDNS

That every human aébon is
neceflary, and could not have
been different from what it is.

That moral, intelle&ual, and
corporeal virtues- are nearly of
the fame kind—In. other words,
that to want honefty, and. to
want underftanding, and to want
a leg, are equally the objeéts of
moral difapprobation.

That adultery muft be prac-
tifed, if men would obtain all
a thing mautft it be, for one, that has been fo
reduced, to return to the houfe of his hea-
venly Father, where there is bread emough,

and 10 fpare—to know the only trae con, and
JE8US CHRIST, whom be bath fent !
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the advantages of life ; that, if
generally practifed, it would in
time ceafe to be fcandalous;
and that, if pra@ifed fecretly
and frequently, it would by de-
grees -come -to be thought no
crime at all.

Laftly, as- thc foul - of man,
according to Mr. HuME, be-
comes every moment a different
being, the confequence muft be,
that the crimes committed by
him at one time, cannot be im-
putable to him at another *.

® < My Enquiry wmrxi;g the Principles of
¢ Morals is of all my writings, hiftorical,
¢¢ philofophical, or literary, incomparably
$¢ the BEsT.” LIFE, P. 16.
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I believe, Do&or smiTH, the
reader is now fully prepared ta!
enter into the {pirit of your con-
cluding fentence, which there-
fore fhall be mine.

“1 have always confidered
¢ Mr. nuME, both in his life-
¢¢ time, and fince his death, as
‘¢ approaching as nearly to the
“jdea of A PERFECTLY WISE
““AND VIRTUOUS MAN, as§
¢ perhaps the nature of human
“ frailty will permit.”
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