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COMPARATIVE CRITICISM.* ...

Non nostrum taxtas componere lites |—VirGiL, .
IVho shall decide when Doctows disagree 2—Poee,

1. English Bards and Scotch Reviewers,

Ve understand this poem has already attained a large eir-
culation ; a circumstance by no means surprising, when we con-
sider its high seasoning of invective and sarcasm, its Aumeour and
spirited versijicatior,” &c.— Eclectic Review, |

““ Weshall indulge our inclination with an extract from this
excellent poem. We must express oursutisfaction at this effusion

* The last number of the Edinburch Review exaibitsa prodigy 5 it actually
nclices a volume «f sermons {—and, what is still moxe, praises them, We
congratulate the Edinburgh Reviewers on their mnuerlff:l;l; which, as ex-
tremes generally meet, will probably be, from the disgusting cant of infideli-
ty tothe more disgusting and pernicious cant of methodism. But what is
the secret of this convirsion, and how is it that suck 2 work has found its
way to Zheir notice and recommendation ? Why truly the author is a Scotch-
man : at least the bock is published at Edindurghk. This it is, which has
prucured admixs.on mto their jon. nal, for an article which, considered as a
piece of criticism, wou'd disgrace the fag-end of the Eclectic Review. The
first extract that it gives s announced in this new and tngenious manner,
¢ jt is but fair, however, that Mr. M. should be allowed to explain the ubje;:ts
he had inview in 4is own language :** and afterwavds, ‘¢ after reciting, &ec. the
aulhor goes on”—*¢ afier some further reflections, the author winds up,&c. by
the following”—** after mentioning, &c. the preacher proceeds’—¢ after al-
luding, &c. the author proceeds”—* we quote a few passages, as a specimen
of the interest, &e.’’—** the following vecommendation exemplifies, &ec.”
—¢ after drawing a fine picture, &c. the author proceeds”—¢ the same
etrain of thought is discernible in the following”—¢ the folloving passage 1s
also extremely characteristic®?—serve to introduce patch after pateh, and
page after page, of profitedl: quotation, tothe end of the chap'er,
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of its author’s gemius ; we hope it may be the precursor to many
other munly scntiments equally well maintained, in future proe
ductions of his pen.  We ave glad to sce that his spirit, so far
{rom lagging, continues to rise with more animated wvigour, and
with increasing energy both of thought and expression.”—Lits-
rery Panorama. |

““ Since the time of the BDaviad, we have not met with a pro-
duction combining so much sevetity, with so much genuine wit,
Fumour, uin real talent.”—Brnsh Critic.

‘“~These specimens will suffice to demonstrate the spirit
with which the anthor wields the sword of satire, An impartial
reader will not hesitate to admit that he 1s deserving of public
thanks for the masterly correction which he has inflicted on in-
corriZible dullness and an obstinate malignity,”—Antijacobin
Review.

“ The author’s verse is flowingend energetic, his imaginetivn
active, and his powers of expression fully cqual to the frue spirit
of his theme, We shall perbaps be accused of illiberality for
noticing with praise, or even with complacency, the ensuing at®
tack upon one who is gencrally considered as president of the
northern board of criticismy” {Jeffery, the editor of the Edin-
burgh Review ] ; but in justice to our author we cannot pass over
what is perhaps the most spiritcd portion of his satire, .and that
which affords the strongest evidence of those talents for which we
have given him ample credit.”—Critical Review.

o The various attacks on the Edinbureh Review, which have
appeared during the last six months, partly in prose,* partly in
some olher sorl of writing not exactly resembling prose, would, if
collected, make a volume of no ordinary weight; and, as far as
we have had patience to peruse these things, considerably exceed-

ceeding in stupidify any equal mass of controversial matter for-
meriy produced.”—Ldinburgh Review,+

-,

# .Alludirg to Mr. Wharton’s pamphlet, reviewed in our sevgnteenth num-
ber(Vol. IV, p. 184.)—SaminisT,

+ This extract, which vecurs merety as anote on a political article in _the
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9. An Antidote to the Miseries of Human Life.

¢« Not less than four editions of this little volume; we uncier-
stand, have been sold in two years. We should rejoice in this,
had not the author occasionally mixed some false morality and
vather piquant allusions in her dialogue. We cannot much ad-
mire wit so alloyed.” —Antijacobin Review.

“ The senttments are unexceptionable.”—British Critic.*

3. Tales irom Shakespeare, by Charles Lamb ; embellished
with Copper-plates.

““ The prints are NEATLY eveculcd.”—Antijacobin Review,

“ Ve cannet agree with the assertion of the title, that the
tales arc embellished by the plates ; for lhbugh the designs are

not amiss, the exvecution is 6 VERY COARSE aud SLOVENLY.

4. A new Spanish and English Grammar, oy Thomas Plan.
quais.

“ With regard to these fundamental points, Mr, Planquais’
Grammar appears to be unexceptionable.,”—Monthly Review,

*¢~The Spanish language therefore we deem of infinite impor-
tance : and congratulate the public thatMr.Planquais has publisha
ed a Grammar of it upon a new plan, which indeed places his in
the light of an original work, in which the mind is no longer ens

-
el —

last Number of the Edinburgh Review, is all the notice that Mr, Jeffery has
thought fit totake, of a publication in wh'ch hie receives as smart a lashing
as ever he inflicted on any unfortunate author in Aes review 3 applied too with
some gerius and wit, which are things quite out of Mr. Jeffery's line.

* The British Critie, according lo custom, haz reviewed this book twice,
(July 1807 and October 1808). The latter instance indeed might be attrie
buted entirely to the publication of 2 new edition, were it not that the article
does not refer {o any former notice of the work, but on the contrary speaks
of now ‘“not omitting” to praise it, arc of having « expected different things”
frem it. See thelast two pages of our twentieth Number (Vol. 1V. p. 519,

520) for former exploits of the British Critic, in the way of crificism exiraors
dinary, |
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tangled by a mass of extraneous matter ; but by precepts and ex«
amples, equally conRrecT and perspicyous;led by gradations from
the easiest to the most difficult part-of this scientific_attainment,.
and consequently the study of the Castilian {ongue in.a kigh
degree facililated to the younger branches of students.”—Euro«
pean Magazine. '

‘“ There 1snothing in this ponderous volume which has any
particular claims to altention ; and were we to enumerate its ER-
RORS, we should fill as many pages as are necessary to contain a
good grammar, In short, wecan only say of this New. Gram.
mar, that it is a mass of dirty paper illegibly printed,”—Antija-

cobin Review.

5. Excdus, an Epic poem, ie thirleen books; hy Charles
Hoyle.

§, ¢¢ What may be the fate of Mr. Hoyle’s epic, we know
not ; but we apprehend that it is more likely to be the fu-
vourite of posterity, than of the present age. That it possesses
merit to support it as it floafs doxn the stream of time, we
arc ready to confess. 'The versification frequently reminds us
of Milton. The talents of the author are incontestadle,”—~0xe
ford Review.

‘¢ The language of this author is dignified and eoEeTICAL,
and his blank verse harmonious. That he can also imagine
well, aml describe with force, might be proved by instances in-
numerable, He writes almost every where with vizour and ro.
ETICAL dignily ; his conceptions are frequently sublime in a high
degree, and his expression of them such as to give their full force
to the images he presents., The contest of his demon Baal.fa.
men with the archaogel Gabriel is truly original and grand.
They who can enjoy the gratification of fine passages, detach-
ed from their context, may here find an abundunt harvest.—Bri.-
tish Critic. - '

‘“ We proceed most seriously to reprehend Mr. Hoyle for
the indecency of imploring the aid of the Almighty to conse.
cratc to immortality in heaven, verses which are worthy of no
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tﬁfng oo earth except the damniafion of a Seatonian prize.poem.
1f he allege the example of Millon in his defence, we answer in
the first place, that he is tofally deficient in all that poetical in-
spiration which animated the labours of his great prototype.
The succceding books, from the third to the seventh, present
us with a continuity of heaviness,which is never relieved hy any
richness of imagery, or felicity of expression. After such an
instance of fruly deplorable imbecility,” &c. *¢ The general
character of the poem is inanimate, monotonous, flat, and prO-
sa1c.”’—Critical Review, -

§. ¢ These specimens will fully shew that Mr. Hoyle has
executed his task, with the fire of true genius, and that the coms
mendation which we have bestowed is due to him as a scripture
epic poet.”’—Monthly Review.

¢ Jt is really lamentable to see so much labour and learning
as Mr. Hoyle appears to possess, wasted upon an undertaking
SO unpromising as an epic poem, and fo which his genfus is so
utterly inadequale.” —Annual Review.

6. Poems, by Mr. Polwhele ;- in three volumes.

¢¢ Mr. Polwhele’s fame as a poet bas heen too long establish-
ed to be either increased by our praise, or diminished by our
¢ ensures, were we disposed to inflict them. Few poets indeed
of the present day have written so much and writien so well ;
and though MosT of the poems whch are inserted in these vo-
lumes have before appeared,” &c.—Antijacobin Review.

‘¢ The present volumes are by no means a republication of
former poems, excépt in a FEw #nstances. The first volume
contains a poem entitled the English Orator : the lines in which
the oratory of the late lord Chatham and his still more eloquent
soo are characterized, will give a proper taste of the spiri and
elegance of the poem :—the clear and energetic siyle in which
these characters are delineated, gives proof of a poetical elo-
quence well suited to the subject of the poem.—The second
volume is occupjed by a long poem in heroic couplets, entitled
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Sir Allan, or the knight of -expiring chivalry. The whole” fof
this tale], ¢ being thie work of fancy, displays a rich ard vi-
gorous imagiration :- and if the lengthrof the tale be not thought
objectionable, we know not of any other fault that can impede
its popularity. The descriptions are often Vivip, the situations
well imagined, and the versification free yet harmorniouns.”’—Bri.
tish Critic. - | |

¢¢ The present publication contains VERY LITTLE that is
orivinal. Me.Polwhele is one who,with some share of fancy and

a small store of poetical ideas, has contrived to puzzle and per-
plex the former, and to garble, confound, and mortify the

latier, more than any self-called poet, whose ™ worlts it has been
our misfortune to peruse, His Englisk Orator, which occu-
pies the first volume of this collection, is of ail his Jabours the
most free both from the praise and cedsurc of the foregoing sen-
tence: it possesses indeed as little imaginalion, and as much
straight-forward vnmeaning dullness, as any four cantos of di.
dactic blank verse that ever were composed.—Sir Allan, or the
knight of expiring chivalry, (a strange title!) contains both
near approachés to pdetry, andwider devintions from good sense.
There are some descriptions in the carly part of ‘the poem,
which would be pleasing if they were less osscure, and some
thoughts that would be pretty if they were less gffected. As
for the Sfory of Sir ﬁllan, its' most striking peculiarities are
¢mprobability and incomprehensibility. So much for the de.
scriptive and narrative: but when Mr. Polwhele assumes the
safirist, nothing can exceed his coarseness, but his want of wit ;
and in point of kwmour, Sir Allan‘is more low and oulgar even
than the author’s own Theocritus.”—Critical Review.

7. Quastioncs Grece, or'Questions adapted to the Eton
Greck Grammar ;-by the Reverend John Simpson.
~ ¢ This publication may, with great propriety, be recommend-
ed to the notice of all tutors, and to the adoption of those
who use the Eton Greek grammar,”—Kclectic Revien.
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¢¢ Mr, Simpson’s plan will be found very uscful to stupid
. $¢hool-masters, who do not knom how to examine their. pupils
withoulthe asdistance of such an aaxiliary,”««Critical Revigw.

8. The Twin Sisters, or the advantages of Religi-n.

¢ This is a Dery fnleresting and instructive tale, and does
great credit both to the kead and heart of the writer.”’—=British
Critic, .

¢ Thislittle tale is written witha degree of ingenuily and
taste that increases our disposition to recommend it.”-~Eclectic
Review, - ‘

¢ On the score of morality we have no objection tp the Twin
Sisters : butasa novel,it has not theleust claim to our applause ;
inasmuch as it is as dull and prosing a performance as ever issued
from’ the pen of methodism.*—Critical Review.

9. Characteristic Anectlotes of Men.of Loaraing and Grenius,
&c. by John Watkins, LL.D. |

¢ The anecdotes and sketches contained in this volume are
numerous and snteresting.”’—Antijacobin Review.

‘¢ A mere compilation, wlterly devoid of interest.”~GCritical
Revicw.,

. 10, Edwy and Elgiva, and Sir Everard, two fales; by the
Reverend Robert Bland. -

“ It has occurred to us as remarkable that Mr. Bland should
have clothed these tales in Aeroic verse, in preference to the bal-
lad-stanza ; which seems always to bave been devoted to such
compositions, as mosl appropriate by.is loaching simplicity,”’—
Monthly Review.

4 Since thedays of Dryden we have scarcely ever witnessed
that goodly sight, a shortand interesting tale in-the regular Eng-
lish couplet. We bave had epic poems, at least at the rate of one
for every year ; and ballads, both old and new, in every'possible
variety of metre : but no tales told in the frue language of our
national poetry, We would therefore gladly hail this little vo-

YOL. VY, ©
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lume as the fore-runner of detfer times to, come ; as the “vehicle
in which the gemus of old Enghish verse has ventured to refurn
from his long banishment, and reassume the ancient &anours of
his empire.~Ciitical Review.

Il Yy

11, Theodore, or the Peruvians; from the French of Pigault
Lebrun, by E.W.

¢ 4 singularly interesting and affecting tale, {ranslated with
spirit, elegance, and correciness, Whenever a tale unites Iively
entertuinment with unexce;itl'anabfc Eiei;'cacy of sentiment, we shall
at::bngt'y recommend i, as we do this work, to female readers in

particalar.”-—British Critic.
““ One of the most pleasing and inleresting little tales we have

lately seen, and greatly superior to any thing we would ¥ have
exi:ected from P. Lebrun. Itisin genéral well translated ; and
there is a happy delicacy of sentiment }ivbich'pervades it, as if
coming from 8 female pen.  From the vulgaridea of Peru, there
are too many golden scenes; but these are not such as materially
affe: t the general simplicity and interest of the tale,”—Antijaco.
bin Review, | |
“ This story wasnol worth translating. The title of a8 Peru-
vian Countess fallingin love with an European has been qftep
told, and never more unnaturally than by M. Lebrun.,”—Anupu-

al Review. .
¢ This is one of the ephemeral insects of literature which we

. certainly shall not take the pains of dissecting minutely ; and g
mié’rnscupic examinatioh of which would be an absolute waste of
criticism. To expose in detail allits jfaulls and absurdetics,
would be indeed to break 2 butterfly on the wheel.”—Monthly

Review. , *
- % The translation contains- rather oo strong a taint of -the

French idiom.”—Critical Review.

® Thig cpdic seems to have lﬁtely left Dublin,~Sar.

S A,



