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to oblige and to benefit you persenally, but with very littie
idea, as I told you at our first conversaticn on the subject,
that it would be in my power to be of any use to you, as
the views which I entertained respecting what is good for
our country were very different from the views entertained
by the gentlemen with whom in your projected concemn
you told me you were to be connected. To convince you,
however, of my good-will, I am perfectly ready to give you
a specimen, and if it appears to be such as likely to give
offence to your friends, or not to harmonize with the
general style of your work, commit it to the flames without
the smallest scruple. Be assured that it will not make the
smallest difference in my sentiments towards you, or render
me in the smallest degree less disposed to lend you my
aid (such as it is) on any other occasion when it may be
better calculated to be of use to you.
Yours very truly,
J. MILL.

Gifford was not a man of business ; he was unpunctual,
and the second number of the Quarterly appeared behind
its time. Mr, William Erskine of Edinburgh, one of the
contributors to the Qwarterly, contrasting the punctual
appearance of the Edinburgh with the dilatoriness of
its competitor, wrote to Mr, Murray: “It is a pity that
your Palinurus is so much less vigilant and active” The
publisher felt himself under the necessity of expostulating
with the Editor.

Folin Murray to My, Gifford.

May 11th, 1
DEAR MR. GIFFORD, Y o

I begin to suspect that you are not aware of the complete
misery which is occasioned to me, and the certain ruin
which must attend the KReview, by our unfortunate pro-
crastination. Long before this, every line of copy for the
present number ought to have been in the hands of the
printer. Yet the whole of the Reviciv is yet to print. I
*know not what to do to facilitate your labour, for the
articles which you have long had lie scattered without
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attention, and those which I ventured to send to the printer
undergo such retarding corrections, that even by this mode
we do not advance. 1 entreat the favour of your exertion.
For the last five months my most imperative concerns

have yielded to this, without the hope of my anxiety or
labour ceasing.

“Tanti miserere laboris,”

in my distress and with regret from
JoHN MURRAY,

On the following day, Mr. Murray sent the Editor an
article by Mr. Sharon Turner on the ‘Character of
Buonaparte’—a propos of the campaign in Italy, and
pressing for its acceptance. Mr. Gifford replied that he had
given it to Mr. Canning to consider. Then he proceeded :

“The delay and confusion which have arisen must be
attributed to a want of confidential communication. In a
word, you have too many advisers, and [ too many masters.
[ can easily account, and still more easily allow, for the
anxiety which you feel in a cause where so much of your
property is embarked, and which you will always find me
most ready to benefit and advance ; but for this it will be
necessary to have no reserves; in a word, we must under-
stand each other.”

The truth is, that the arrangements for the editing,
printing, and publication of the Quarterly had not yet
fairly settled into working order. It takes time and ex-
perience to ensure for a periodical its punctual appearance
regularly on the day and at the hour announced to the
public. The Editor and the publisher were perhaps both
in some measure at fault. They could only look forward
to greater promptitude and punctuality in the future.

At last the second number of the Quarterly appeared, at
the end of May instead of at the middle of April. The
new contributors to this number were Dr. D'Oyley, the
Rev. Mr. Walpole, and George Canning, who, in conjunction
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with Sharon Turner, contributed the last article on Austrian

State Papers.
As soon as the second number was published, Mr

Gifford, whose health was hardly equal to the constant
strain of preparing and editing the successive numbers,
hastened away, as was his custom, to the seaside. He
wrote to Mr. Murray from Ryde :—

Mr. Gifford to Fohn Murray.
June 18th, 180g.

“I rejoice to hear of our success, and feel very anxious
to carry it further. A fortnight's complete abstraction
from all sublunary cares has done me much good, and [
am now ready to put on my spectacles and look about me.
. . . Hoppner is here, and has been at Death’s door, The
third day after his arrival, he had an apoplectic fit, from
which blisters, &c., have miraculously recovered him. . ..
This morning I received a letter from Mr. Erskine. He
speaks very highly of the second number, and of the
Austrian article, which is thought its chief attraction
Theology, he says, few people read or care about. On
this, I wish to say a word seriously. [ am sorry that
Mr. E. has fallen into that notion, too general I fear in
Scotland ; but this is his own concern. 1 differ with him
totally, however, as to the few readers which such subjects
find ; for as far as my knowledge reaches, the reverse is
the fact. The strongest letter which I have received since
I came down, in our favour, points out the two serious
articles as masterly productions and of decided superiority.
We have taught the truth I mention to the Edimburgh
Review, and in their last number they have also attempted
to be serious, and abstain from their flippant impiety. It
is not done with the best grace, but it has done them
credit, I hear. . . . When you make up your parcel, pray
put in some small cheap ‘ Horace,” which I can no more do
without than Parson Adams ex ‘ Aischylus’ 1 have left it
somewhere on the road. Any common thing will do.”

Mr. Murray sent Gifford a splendid copy of * Horace ' in
the next parcel of books and manuscripts. In his reply
Gifford said :




