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With the number of H1N1 cases 
rising on campus, Greek Life will 
encourage sick students to stay 
away from events where they 
would come in close contact with 
other people, including fraternity 
parties.

“Vanderbilt University is 
concerned about keeping our 
students as healthy as possible. 
One of the ways we are doing this 
is by taking precautions to prevent 
the spread of illness, including 
the � u, both seasonal and H1N1,” 
said Director of Greek Life Kristin 
Torrey. “� ese precautions 
include reminding students of the 
importance of personal hygiene 
and also reminding students if 
they are sick to stay away from 
events where they would come in 
contact with other people.”

As of � ursday, the O�  ce of 
Greek Life had not instituted any 

new rules or regulations related 
to Greek social events but had 
made e� orts to educate students 
on the ways to prevent the spread 
of H1N1 and other illnesses. 

“We provided every Greek 
resident with the same letter 
received by students living in the 
residence halls, along with a small 
bottle of hand sanitizer. We also 
plan to install hand-sanitizing 
stations in Greek houses to help 
prevent the spread of illness, and 
we will continue e� orts to educate 
students about ways to avoid 
getting the � u and spreading it,” 
Torrey said. 

According for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the virus commonly known as 
swine � u is spread the same way 
as seasonal in� uenza: through 
coming in contact with an 
infected person or touching an 
infected surface with your hand 
and then putting your hand near 
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When the Southeastern Conference released 
its new policies for fans and members of the 
media in early August, it was met with so much 
opposition the SEC was forced to revamp the 
policies several times. Now in their � nal versions, 
what does all that contract jargon actually mean 
for a fan in the stands?

Charles Bloom, associate commissioner of 
media relations for the SEC, said the policies have 
less to do with the medium (i.e. Twitter, Facebook, 
blogs) and more to do with the message (play-
by-play descriptions versus general game day 
comments). 

� e only two absolutes for fans, Bloom said, 
is � rst, no play-by-play descriptions on any site, 
and second, no video can be taken of on-the-
� eld game action.

“You can take video of the sideline, or your 
friends in the stands, video of tailgating,” Bloom 
said, “anything but game action video. You 
can put it on the Internet and link to it, Twitter, 
Facebook, however you want to do it.”

Fans are, however, allowed to take still 
photographs of game-time action because the 
SEC assumes such photographs will be poor 
quality. Using social media is also allowed as 
long as the updates are not play-by-plays. 

� e reason for these new terms and conditions 
is so the SEC can protect its video and digital 
rights, the highest priority being game-action 
video.  Last August, the SEC signed a 15-year 
contract with ESPN and renewed its contract 
with CBS, allowing the conference to secure the 
rights to all SEC content, “going backwards as 
well as going forwards,” Bloom said. 

Nashville rallies 
for health care 

reform

CHRIS PHARE/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Nashvillian Charlie Fanner attended a candlelight vigil for health 
insurance reform in Centennial Park on Wednesday night. The 
vigil, organized by Moveon.org political action, stressed an urgent 
need for health-care reform to help support the growing number 
of uninsured and underinsured Americans. 

Let the season begin
by ERIN PRAH
Editorial Fellow

New SEC rules for fans in the stands.

SECfan There are new 
fan rules for SEC games.

SECfan You can take 
photos, including game 
action.

SECfan You can take 
video, excluding game 
action.

SECfan You can tweet, 
use Facebook and blog, 
excluding real-time, play-
by-play descriptions.

SAM KIM / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Then-junior Daniel Vocelle (center) cheered on the Dores against 
Auburn last season, a win that pushed Vandy to 5-0. Students sitting 
in the stands this year won’t be able to publish real-time, play-by-
play updates as part of the new SEC fan policy. 

Please see SEC RULES, page 3

Please see H1N1 AND GREEK LIFE, page 2

For a position-by-position
preview of the football 
team, check out
www.InsideVandy.com

MORE ON

Tonight freshmen can descend on Greek Row for the � rst time.
And some � rst-year students have high expectations.
 “� ey (freshmen) are just going to go insane,” freshman Curtis 

Fincher said.
Because of a restriction that prohibited freshmen from attending 

events where alcohol is present, the Class of 2013 could not attend 
fraternity parties until tonight, a week later into the school year than 
last year. 

According to Kristin Torrey, the director of Greek Life, the 
additional week restriction that has excluded freshmen from the 
fraternity social scene is a result of numerous issues that Vanderbilt 
had with freshmen at the beginning of last year.

“It is important for the � rst-year students to focus on getting 
acclimated to campus and making friends on � e Commons before 
they need to be involved with the social scene in the Greek area,” 
Torrey said. � e Sept. 4 restriction was also put into place because 
the freshman orientation program, CommonVU, extended into the 
weekend of Aug. 28 and 29.

Although the change in policy was put forth in order to protect 
freshmen and help them get acquainted with the Vanderbilt 
community, many freshmen themselves worry that this restriction 
may do their class more harm than good.

Freshman Tim Patten, for example, said he did not believe the 
extra week-long restriction is an e� ective way to prevent the � rst-
year students from drinking.

“� e freshmen who want to party have just gone to more extreme 
and sketchy ways,” he said.

Freshman Amanda Kent agreed, noting that freshmen are just 

Tonight: Exodus 
from The Commons

by JOSLIN WOODS
Asst News Editor

Please see GREEK LIFE, page 3

H1N1 won’t stop Greek life
by JOSLIN WOODS

Asst News Editor

• Student Health has seen 170 cases of infl u-
enza-like illness since Aug. 10, although ILIs 
potentially could be other infectious diseases, 
not just the fl u.

• The Student Health Center will offer a fl u clinic 
from 3-6 p.m. on Sunday to treat students who 
get sick over the weekend.

• Vanderbilt has had confi rmation for cases 
of both seasonal fl u and H1N1, commonly 
referred to as swine fl u. 

• The University of Nebraska-Omaha has what 
is believed to be the fi rst college death this 
school year related to H1N1. 

• The Southeast is experiencing the highest 
levels of ILIs, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and the Ameri-
can College Health Association.

FOR THE REST OF THE STORY, TURN TO PAGE 3.
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Katherine Miller:
I hate Meghan
McCain. She should
leave us alone
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How would you describe your 
experience with OASIS this semester?
“Military times should be changed because I missed one of my 
classes. I read 16:00 as 5:00.” 

— Jenna Cooksey, 2012 

“Mine was perfectly fi ne. I got done everything I needed to get 
done.”

— Shelby Smith, 2013 

“Frustrating. It was hard to get on when I wanted to sign up for 
classes. It was very challenging. Getting into one class I wanted 
took me two hours.”

— George Boghos, 2011 

“I’ve liked OASIS. It hasn’t been a problem.”
— Madeline Danna, 2013

TODAY

HIGH 84, LOW 64
Mostly sunny

SATURDAY

HIGH 85, LOW 67
Isolated T-storms

SUNDAY

HIGH 84, LOW 67
Isolated T-storms

SUNDAY

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4
• VU Women’s Cross Country

Belmont-VU Season Opener at Percy Warner Park.
• TGILGBTQIF BBQ

The weekly brown-bag luncheons kick off with a barbecue and patio games. Lunch will be 
at the KC Potter Center (312 West Side Row) from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

• Study Abroad Info Session: Russia, Spain and Latin America
Learn about Vanderbilt sponsored programs with CIEE in the Student Life Center 
Conference Room 109 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

• VU Women’s Soccer vs. Belmont
Vanderbilt soccer will face Belmont at 7 p.m. in the Vanderbilt Soccer/Lacrosse Complex. 
Tickets are free for students. 

• Gold Rush Pep Rally
From 8:30 – 10 p.m. at Hawkins Field, the pep rally will introduce you to student-athletes, 
give away free Vanderbilt football jerseys and have guest speakers, including head 
football coach Bobby Johnson.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5
• “Urinetown: The Musical” auditions

Auditions for the Vanderbilt Off-Broadway production are from 12-5 p.m. in the Branscomb 
Rec Room. 

• VU Football vs. Western Carolina
Come support the Commodores at the fi rst home game of the season. The game starts at 
6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6
• VU Women’s Soccer vs. Oklahoma

Vanderbilt soccer will face Oklahoma at 1 p.m. in the Vanderbilt Soccer/Lacrosse 
Complex. Tickets are free for students. 

• Home run derby
Come show off your skills for the fall intramural season kickoff at the Student Recreation 
Center intramural playing fi elds from 2-4 p.m.

THE WEEENDPage Two

SNAPSHOT

WEATHER.COM
WEATHER AROUND THE LOOP

compiled by LAURA DOLBOW

CALENDAR

STEVE GREEN / VU Media Relations

This year’s Curb Center Leadership Scholars recently made a video and worked with faculty advisers at the 
Neuhoff Complex in Germantown, North Nashville. The center works to strengthen interest in creative life.

Curb Scholars get a 
chance to explore 

CRIME LOG

SUBMITTED BY KENDAL BROADIE

Professor Ken-
dal Broadie 
researched how 
connections hap-
pen in embryos 
and between nerve 
cells as part of his 
doctorial research.  

PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT

1. What classes do you teach?
Biological Sciences 110A: Intro to Biological Sciences and Biological 
Sciences 256: Molecular Neurobiology

2. What do you like to do in your free time?
I am a contra dance teacher and caller. We have dances every 
Friday night. There’s a great Web site for anyone interested in attend-
ing: www.nashvillecountrydancers.org.

3. Where did you go to school?
I did most of my undergraduate work at University of Oregon and 
went to graduate school at the University of Cambridge in England.

4. What are your academic interests for research now?
I’m a neuroscientist and a geneticist. My lab focuses on how genes 
work in the nervous system and how connections work between 
nerve cells. We also make models of genetic diseases of the nervous 
system to study diseases inherited in families. We are doing a lot of 
work with Fragile X syndrome, a common inherited mental-retarda-
tion disease.

5. If you were stranded on a deserted island, what three 
things would you bring with you?
A musical instrument (I’m not very good, so I’d have plenty of time 
to practice), a fi shing net so that I would not starve to death and my 
wife.

6. What was your first job?
Working on an Alaskan fi shing fl eet

7. If you could have dinner with anyone, dead or alive, 
who would it be?
Leonardo DiVinci to see if he’s all he’s cracked up to be.

8. What advice would you give students to make the most 
of their four years at Vanderbilt?
Get involved beyond your classes. I became disillusioned with solely 
taking classes in college, and getting involved in research made the 
experience totally different. It gives you more insight into what pro-
fessors are really doing. 

9. What’s something that your students don’t know about 
you?
When I was a teenager, I walked across North America from coast 
to coast. I was a hippie and originally planned to do it as part of a 
peace march from L.A. to D.C., but when we got to Death Valley, the 
organizer disappeared with all of the money. After much contempla-
tion, my friend and I decided to do the walk ourselves. It took nine 
months. I didn’t miss school because I dropped out when I was 14 
and started taking university classes. I was in and out of university 
for nine years and fi nished by age 23.

10. What’s the biggest challenge you’ve faced in your 
research career?
Research is a daily challenge. In my opinion, it’s the hardest thing a 
person can do because you’re doing something no one else has ever 
done before. It’s also very hard to get funding. 

11. Who are your heroes in life?
I don’t have any specifi c people as heroes, but rather a type of per-
son — anybody who tries to live life to the fullest. So many people 
only take; anyone who gives in any way is a hero to me.

Kendal Broadie
Undergraduate biology, cell and developmental biology 

and pharmacology at the medical school
7 years at Vanderbilt

Wednesday, Sept. 2, 12:30 a.m. — At a Chaffi n, a person was 
intoxicated and admitted to drinking at nearby restaurant.

Tuesday, Sept. 1, 5:08 p.m. — Catalytic converter stolen from an 
employee at 1400 18th Ave. South. 

Tuesday Sept. 1, 3:27 p.m. — A person has been calling 
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital and making threats to the staff.

Tuesday, Sept. 1, 6:40 a.m. — Open container law violation at 
Broadway and Lyle Avenue.

Monday, Aug. 31, 8:46 p.m. — Vehicle was traveling the wrong 
way on a one-way street. Driver admitted to drinking.

Monday, Aug. 31, noon — Graffi ti found on bathroom wall and 
stall in Heard Library.

Friday. Aug. 28, 3:15 p.m. — Vehicle scratched at and television 
stolen from Sigma Nu house.

From H1N1 AND GREEK LIFE, page 1

your nose or mouth. Alcohol doesn’t facilitate the 
spreading of the virus, but sharing drinks does, 
said Dr. Louise Hanson, the medical director of 
student health services, so in that way, fraternity 
parties pose a threat to the spread of the virus.

� e di�  cult part about preventing the spread 
of an infectious disease like H1N1 or in� uenza 
in general is that most people are infectious 
about 24 hours before they know they’re sick, 
Hanson said. 

“It’s hard for students not to have contact with 
each other, especially in event situations,” she said. 
“Where you can avoid it and want to avoid it would 
be not drinking after somebody, not sharing food, 
not sharing personal care items, washing hands 
— all the things I think young adults, adolescents 
and children don’t really think about.”

Although fraternity parties could potentially 
be an event where H1N1 and other illnesses 
are spread, students are not too nervous about 
attending Greek social events, nor are they 
planning on changing their social habits. 

Sophomore Nate Engstrom said he believes 
he got sick from attending a party last weekend, 
but doesn’t plan on making many changes to his 
social habits. 

“I don’t think that’s a reason to stop going to 
parties,” Engstrom said, but added, “I might bring 
a little bottle of Purell.”

Senior Luis Vallejo similarly said he is not 
worried about attending fraternity parties while 
H1N1 is a worry around campus.

“As long as people keep their own cups and 
don’t make out with random people, then I think 
we’re OK,” he said. 

Vallejo also said he hopes that students will self-
quarantine themselves if they have come down 
with the � u or any other ailment. 

“I kind of assume anyone with the � u virus 
would be out of commission and not going out,” 
he said. 

Sophomore Danielle Krauthamer said she 
is more worried about catching H1N1 from 
interactions in the dorm and in class than she is 
from going out on the weekend.

“I don’t really share cups with other people,” 
she said, “so it’s not really going to a� ect whether 
or not I go out on the weekends.”

While many students are not worried about the 
spread of H1N1 at Greek parties, Torrey said she 
believes Greek leadership will take this issue very 
seriously. 

“It will be important that they promote good 
hygiene at social functions and dissuade sick 
members from attending functions,” she said. “We 
will follow the advice of Student Health and other 
university o�  cials, who are closely monitoring 
the situation and are in contact with federal and 
state health o�  cials.”

Like many students, Krauthamer said the only 
lifestyle changes she has made are to use Purell 
frequently and wash her hands whenever she 
can.

“I’m not going to stop having fun because of 
swine � u,” she said. ■

H1N1 AND GREEK 
LIFE: Catching virus 
isn’t a worry for many 
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Family Weekend
October 2–4, 2009

Registration
Register and view a full schedule of events online at www.vanderbilt.edu/familyweekend.
To register by phone, call the Parent Helpline at 877/887-2736 for assistance.

Introducing the 2009 Faculty Lecture Series
On Friday, October 2: 
“The Storyteller: Tom T. Hall and the Changing Language of Country Music.”
Blair School of Music Faculty Lecture by Peter Cooper, senior lecturer
1:30 - 2:20 p.m., Sarratt Cinema 

“How We Know What Isn’t So”
Peabody Faculty Lecture by Andrew Van Schaack, lecturer of education
1:30 - 2:20 p.m., Student Life Center, Ballroom C 

“A Speech that Changed America: JFK and the Catholic Problem in the 1960 Campaign”
College of Arts and Science Faculty Lecture by Bonnie J. Dow, associate professor of
communication studies and chair of communication studies
2:40 - 3:30 p.m., Sarratt Cinema 

“Engineers Don’t Drive Trains”
Engineering Faculty Lecture by Kenneth F. Galloway, dean, school of engineering
2:40 - 3:30 p.m., Student Life Center, Ballroom C 

“Resisting Slavery in Nashville”
Faculty Lecture by Richard J.M. Blackett, Andrew Jackson professor of history 
Using the Jean and Alexander Heard Library resources in research
2:40 - 3:30 p.m., Fireside Reading Room at the Peabody Library 

With these contracts in place, the SEC 
created its own digital network, working 
with XOS Communications, to provide 
vaults of content for each of the schools 
in the conference. The SEC Digital 
Network will house digitized video 
footage from ESPN, as well as provide 
game day highlights for each team, 

available to fans and media alike. 
Director of Media Relations at the 

Vanderbilt Athletic Department Rodney 
Williamson likened college football 
images and videos to products of the 
music industry to explain why the SEC 
would worry about these valuable 
images being free in the public domain. 

“This (policy) is probably the natural 

order,” Williamson said. “It’s just taken 
a long time to get here. College athletics 
has just gotten to be a pretty big business 
and to a lot of people that’s regrettable. 
It’s not as simple as it once seemed to 
be, but we’re trying very hard to keep 
things in the proper perspective here at 
Vanderbilt.”

Bloom said the initial fan policy was 

very wide in scope and the SEC never 
intended to write a policy that said fans 
couldn’t Tweet or Facebook from the 
stadium. Those misunderstandings 
prompted the rewrite. 

“We always encourage our fans to let 
people know all the good things that are 
happening in our league,” Bloom said. 

So what happens if a fan has the 

newest iPhone and takes some video of 
Larry Smith throwing a pass down field 
and posts it to her blog?

The SEC’s technology partner, XOS 
Communications, will be combing 
through key sites on the Internet looking 
for rule-breakers, though, Bloom said, 
there are no repercussions other than 
XOS just taking down the video. ■

From Sec ruleS, page 1

From greek liFe, page 1

drinking in their rooms and getting sick. “Wouldn’t 
they rather have students partying on campus then 
in a random club downtown?” she said.

Some freshmen foresee tonight as being a 
problematic night for the students who will make 
their first trip to Greek Row.

“I think it will backfire because the first night 
everyone is so eager,” Fincher said. 

Freshman Michael Thomas said tonight there will 
be a mass exodus from The Commons.

“By setting a date, the night has become an event 
in the minds of freshmen,” he said. “I think it will be 
worse off than if we were able to go at will.”

Although some freshmen are complaining about 
the Greek policy change, Torrey said infractions in 
the first two weeks of school have been very scarce, 
especially compared to prior years.

“We are investigating some allegations related to 
first-year students at Greek events where alcohol 
was present, but these seem to be very limited,” she 
said. 

According to Torrey, minimal infractions have 
existed because chapter presidents and council 
officers have committed to each other that they 
would stay true to this expectation because it is in 
the best interest of the community, she said.

According to the Interfraternity Council 
Recruitment Task Force (Delta Force) last year, 
if freshmen attended Greek events with alcohol 
during the orientation period, a fraternity found 
in violation would face a $5,000 fine and social 
probation. ■

sec rules: Policy change protects network

greek liFe: 
Chapters commit 
to best interests 
of community 

Flu season is in full swing on campus — over a 
month earlier than normal.

As of Thursday morning, the Student Health 
Center has seen 170 cases of influenza-like 
illness since Aug. 10, said Dr. Louise Hanson, 
the medical director of student health services. 
Student Health sent an e-mail Wednesday 
informing students of a flu clinic this Sunday 
from 3-6 p.m. that was established “in response 
to an increased patient demand” so students 
who get sick over the weekend don’t have to wait 
until Monday to be seen. 

The number of ILIs has tripled in a week, 
although Hanson said the uptick in cases is not 
unusual considering the seasonal flu season 
got off to an early start and is overlapping with 
H1N1, the derivative of influenza A commonly 
referred to as swine flu.

Seasonal and H1N1 influenza cause similar 
symptoms and are clinically no different, Hanson 
said, with most infected people recovering within 
a few days. Those who are more susceptible to 
complications are people who already know 
they are high-risk. Students with asthma and 
diabetes may face possible complications from 
the flu, for example. 

Hanson said the number of ILIs could 
potentially be capturing any number of infectious 
diseases that present flu-like symptoms, 
including bad colds or undiagnosed cases of 
mono and strep throat, and therefore may be 
unrepresentative of what is happening in the 
community. Students also may not go to Student 

Health when they get sick. 
Although the numbers of flu-like cases have 

increased, Hanson said it’s hard to know the 
projection of the path the viruses will take. 

“Only time will tell if this will spike and settle 
down quickly or whether flu season will continue 
at moderate levels through the whole fall and 

winter,” Hanson wrote in an e-mail. 
Beth Fortune, the vice chancellor for public 

affairs, has said repeatedly that the university 
is paying attention, citing among other actions 
the hand sanitizer added in dorms, classroom 
buildings and popular gathering spots like Sarratt 
Student Center and The Commons Center. 

“The chancellor and senior leadership team 
have been fully briefed on the university’s 
plans and are closely monitoring the situation,” 
Fortune said last week.

Many professors reiterated to their students 
the importance of taking care of themselves if 
they have flu-like symptoms and staying away 
from the classroom. The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention ask that people with a 
flu-like illness stay home for at least 24 hours 
after their fever has gone to help limit the spread 
of the virus to others.

During the week, students received e-mails 
from their schools asking them to e-mail their 
professors if they are going to miss class due 
to a flu-like illness and also send a copy to 
their respective dean. Student Health also sent 
an e-mail to students asking them to call and 
schedule an appointment if they are ill and 
giving them advice on preventing the spread of 
the virus.

Other universities have been hit hard by 
H1N1, with the University of Nebraska-Omaha 
recording what is believed to be the first college 
death this school year related to the virus. The 
student also had muscular dystrophy, Fox News 
reported, which made her highly susceptible to 
complications. 

Mississippi State University was up to nearly 
400 probable cases of H1N1 as of Thursday, the 
university’s flu watch Web site reported, and the 
University of Tennessee had about 100 cases by 
late last week according to The Associated Press. 

The CDC’s region IV, which includes the 
Southeast, was the only region in the most recent 
CDC Flu View report that was experiencing 
elevated numbers of outpatient ILIs, while the 
rest of the nation reported normal levels. The 
American College Health Association’s influenza 
surveillance recorded the same activity, with 
region IV having 858 cumulative college ILI 
cases as of the week of Aug. 22. The next closest 
region was region X, with 236 cases throughout 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Alaska. ■

Flu season takes off; Student 
Health up to 170 flu-like cases

by Sara gaST
News Editor

As of Thursday morning, 
the Student Health
Center has seen 170 
cases of influenza-like
illness since Aug. 10.

—Dr. Louise Hanson, medical director of student health 
services
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a Vanderbilt e-mail address where the identity of the sender is clear. With rare 
exception, all letters must be received by 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. 
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense submissions for length as well 
as clarity.

Lengthy letters that focus on an issue aff ecting students might be considered 
for a guest column at the editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the property of The Hustler and must conform to the 
legal standards of Vanderbilt Student Communications, of which The Hustler is a 
division.

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages
its readers to voice their opinions on
legislative issues. The following  stu-
dents and legislators represent
the Vanderbilt community.

President Wyatt Smith
Vanderbilt Student Government
5009 Station B
wyatt.smith@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 355
(615) 322-8742

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3344
(615) 279-9488

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Brenda Gilmore
Tenn. District 54
P.O. Box 281934
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 876-3665

Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-2380

Councilmember Keith Durbin
Metro District 18
1704 Sweetbriar Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 673-4210
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So this weekend 
is the weekend. 
As of 10 p.m. this 
Friday evening, 
the frats will 
o�  cially be open 
for business to the 
newest members 
of Vandyland. 
� e houses won’t 
be the only place 

that Natty � ows. � is weekend 
is also the � rst home football 
game, thus the � rst opportunity 
for tailgating. As we all know, 
this will cause the number of 
Solo cups on campus to grow 
exponentially. 

Before delving into the ins and 
outs of this momentous occasion, 
I would like to establish a few 
things. First, I will refer to our 
new Commoners as “freshmen.” 

“First-year students” just isn’t 
going to happen. Secondly, I 
� rmly believe in the importance 
of fraternities to our university’s 
way of life. Whether you love 
them or hate them, nothing 
spells Vanderbilt better than 
two or three well-selected Greek 
letters.

� is year, Vanderbilt’s policy 
of no � rst-week partying for the 
freshmen has been unusually 
strict. It’s just one more reminder 
that this institution of higher 
learning is cracking down on 
all things unbecoming of Ivy 
League emulation. Instead of 
allowing the freshmen to get 
a little partying (maybe more 
than a little) out of their systems 
over the course of a few days 
before classes start, Vandy 
has deemed it appropriate to 

release them onto Greek Row 
in one fell swoop at the end of 
the � rst week of classes, when 
some unhealthy stress coping 
mechanisms might be in order. 
� is decision is putting the 
health of our community at 
serious risk.

Amidst constant reminders of 
H1N1 (sanitize, everyone), how 
can we forget the importance 
of developing immunity? Our 
freshmen need to have a little 
bit of fraternal exposure before 
the school year starts so their 
bodies aren’t overwhelmed 
by the intense frattiness this 
weekend will entail. � e CDC’s 
Web site says that when the 
body is exposed to a foreign 
agent, such as a weakened form 
of a virus, or, for our purposes, 
a Vineyard Vines-clad brother, 

it produces antibodies so 
that it can swiftly respond to 
subsequent contact with similar 
agents. Since the freshmen 
haven’t had the opportunity to 
develop fraternal immunity, 
they may soon be receiving 
e-mails alerting them to stay 
home if they have developed 
any unusual symptoms, such as 
high instances of unnecessarily 
abbreviating words or 
inexplicably wearing polo shirts 
in colors that seriously � atter no 
one. 

Fraternal exposure without 
adequate preparation can cause 
more than just odd behavioral 
symptoms, though. It can 
have serious physical e� ects, 
hangovers aside. � ings like 
popped collars with Ralph 
Lauren emblazoned across 

them have been known to 
cause nausea and vomiting 
when one’s body has not 
been properly de-sensitized. 
� at’s why it is necessary 
not only to experience initial 
fraternal exposure, but also to 
get periodic doses in order to 
prevent future symptoms — a 
booster shot, whether weekly 
or once a semester, depending 
on your individual needs. If 
we want our freshmen to be 
fully functioning members of 
this community, they’re going 
to need a little frat in their 
systems. 

—Katherine Des Prez is a 
junior in the College of Arts and 
Science. She can be reached 
at katherine.a.des.prez@
vanderbilt.edu. 

Immunize the freshmen: 
First fraternal exposure

KATHERINE 
DES PREZ
Columnist

Hazing is a 
serious issue 
on this campus. 
Don’t worry, I’m 
not talking about 
making pledges 
do your laundry 
or forcing your 
little  brother to 
polish o�  a � fth 
after eating a 

carton of raw eggs. I’m talking 
about � e Commons.

Tonight, hundreds of freshmen 
will descend upon frat row for 
(presumably) the � rst time. It 
is initiation night. For the past 
two weeks, these “� rst-years” 
(think “new members” instead 
of “pledges”) have been locked 
up, unable to become tainted by 
campus nightlife. During their 
pledge process, the freshmen 
were molded by VUceptors 

(think pledge masters) into 
the latest and greatest class 
ever to grace Vanderbilt with 
its presence. � ey have been 
servants to Vanderbilt’s larger 
goal of a school free from the 
evils of Greek life. Ironically, the 
service they have performed 
is undoubtedly the most 
widespread and obtrusive form 
of hazing in school history.

Maybe I am taking this 
metaphor a little too far. I admit, 
it sounds like a stretch. Humor 
me. Take a look at some of the 
examples of hazing listed on the 
Greek Life Web site: 
Conducting any type of “hell 
week” activities

While all of their friends were 
at state schools, freshmen were 
forced to stay on � e Commons 
and refrain from raging. � ey 
waited their whole lives for 

college and then can’t party for 
their � rst week here? Sounds 
like a hell week to me. 
Marking or branding

I went to Target to pick up some 
last minute dorm room supplies 
during move-in. I got there and 
suddenly, I was surrounded by 
freshmen with stickers with their 
house names on them. Not only 
that, but their parents had them, 
too. Later in the week, they all 
were wearing matching T-shirts 
once again boldly displaying 
their house names. De� nitely 
worse than having to wear polos 
to class. Luckily for the freshmen, 
this pledge task was short lived. 
� ey are no longer forced to 
be explicitly marked. But they 
are de� nitely still branded. If 
you can’t spot the freshmen on 
campus, then you must be a 
freshman.

Requiring new members to 
practice periods of silence

Quiet hours on Commons are 
from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. during the 
week and from midnight to 9 
a.m. on weekends. If you lived 
in Branscomb freshman year, 
you couldn’t expect it to be quiet 
before 1 a.m. on � ursdays. In 
comparison, Commons quiet 
hours seem a bit out of hand.
Scavenger or treasure hunts

During VUlympics, freshmen 
had to do — get this — a 
scavenger hunt. � ey had to 
count the number of trees 
between the Student Life 
Center and Kissam, and locate 
buildings all over campus. 
We all know how dangerous 
a scavenger hunt can be. For 
shame, Vanderbilt.
Requiring calisthenics such as 
sit-ups, push-ups, etc.

I distinctly remember 
walking by Alumni Lawn and 
seeing freshmen (dressed 
in ridiculous attire, which, 
by the way is another count 
of hazing) doing all sorts of 
crazy exercises. For some 
kids, volleyball or kickball 
can be extremely physically 
exhausting. Greek Life told me 
if I thought it might be hazing, 
it probably is. I guess we can 
add this one to the list. 

If this isn’t exhaustive enough 
for you, then OJ didn’t do it. I’m 
reporting the case to the hazing 
hotline. 

So, welcome to the fraternity, 
freshmen. You earned it.

—Ryan Sullivan is a junior in 
Peabody College. He can be 
reached at ryan.c.sullivan@
vanderbilt.edu.

RYAN 
SULLIVAN
Opinion Editor

Hazing more ‘Common’ than you think

At a Glance: InsideVandy Blogs

From grain to glass: A tour of 
the Old Jameson Distillery
BY MIKE WARREN

A large number of us hit up a tour of the Old 
Jameson Distillery yesterday. Located in Dublin, 
it’s where Jameson fi rst produced its best-selling 
Irish whiskey. The functioning distillery is in Cork 
today, but that didn’t mean the tour at the old 
place wasn’t worth the €10 fee.

Our tour guide Niall led us through each stage 
of production of Jameson Whiskey as we moved 
through the museum. He was really informed 
and pretty aware of the fact that the distillery 
tour is actually just an advertisement and a 
chance to drink some whiskey. He was also really 
accommodating to our large American group, 
and he could even speak German, French and 
Portuguese.

Last.fm kicks Pandora in the Box
BY ZAC HUNTER

Use Pandora.com? The online radio station that 
chooses your music based on previous plays and 
what it thinks you’re in the mood for (it is usually 
right) has just been one-upped.

Last.fm is the sophisticated, more awesome, 
mind-blowing version of Pandora. And I just 
joined tonight. On last.fm no only do you get the 
DJ capabilities of Pandora, but so, so much more. 
With the “Scrobbler” last.fm will track your iTunes 
track plays and sync it with your online library. In 
essence, you can use iTunes just as you normally 
would, but when you are looking for something 
new just log on to your last.fm account and it 
will have suggestions ready and waiting. The 
scrobbler will also give you a brief history of the 
artist while you listen.

Read blogs and more on 
InsideVandy.com

Coal ash poses threat
BY THOMAS SHATTUCK

When most people thing of a coal power plant, 
pollution comes to mind. Most people, however, 
think of carbon dioxide and other harmful gases. 
There’s another side to the equation: solid waste. 
Some of it is left over residue from the furnace, 
while the rest is small particulate matter and 
remains from the cleaning process.

Unsurprisingly, the solid material has to be 
disposed of in some manner. For the King Fossil 
Plant, operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
remnants of an ash spill are being transported 
over state lines to the Arrowhead Landfi ll in Perry 
County (North Alabama).

COLUMN

COLUMN
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To the Editor:

I just have a few questions for those 
who have already been swept up in their 
loyalties to insurance companies over the 
interests of the American people. 

What makes one person deserve health 
care over another? 

Most of us will lead comfortable lives 
in which we have health insurance so you 
may not be concerned. But consider this: 
62 percent of all bankruptcies � led in 2007 
were linked to medical expenses. Of those 
who � led for bankruptcy, nearly 80 percent 
had health insurance. A for-pro� t health care 
system will forever encourage insurance 
companies to skim pro� ts without providing 
any coverage people need.

Some of you are probably paranoid 
about getting the swine � u. You don’t 
want to get sick and have to miss class or 
whatnot. And that fear is likely without a 
full-time job, dependants or lack of health 
insurance. Consider the roughly 50 million 
Americans who live in fear, not because 
they are germaphobes taking 18 hours but 
because they are uninsured, many working 
40, 60 or 80 hours a week. � ey know if they 
get sick and have to miss work, everything 

can come crashing down. Millions more 
are underinsured, one catastrophic illness 
away from home foreclosure due to 
una� ordable medical costs. It happens to 
1.5 million families every year. 

Why do we spend more per capita on 
health care than any other country in the 
world, yet have a health care system ranked 
37th in the world by the World Health 
Organization? Yes, we have great top-end 
care. But, our health care system is plagued 
by tremendous ine�  ciencies related to 
our health insurance problem. Emergency 
rooms have become the alternative to 
primary care physicians. � is is both more 
expensive and less e� ective than primary 
care because people wait to seek treatment 
until the problem is more severe. We 
already spend more than any other nation; 
let’s get our money’s worth. 

Why not a government option?
We already have Medicare, Medicaid 

and health coverage for our veterans and 
politicians. Outside of those programs, 
only the uber-rich do not have to worry 
about their health care coverage. Insurance 
companies have demonstrated time and 
time again where they stand. � ey favor 
pro� ts over people’s lives. It is time we 

change that. It is time that the people who 
bene� t from health care expenditures are 
the sick rather than the shareholders of 
insurance companies. 

Frannie Boyle asserts our health 
care system will not be able to care for 
everyone if they were to get coverage. I’m 
no economist, but it’s obvious that if the 
demand for medical practitioners goes 
up, the supply will respond. She refers 
to “getting served (with health care)” as 
a “privilege.” Again, we di� er. See, I tend 
to think a human being should be cared 
for if they are ill and healed if they are 
injured. Radical, I know. She wrote, “the 
government would get to choose who gets 
care and who doesn’t.” Private insurance 
companies have been doing that for years. 
Only, the government plan answers to the 
people and is designed to break even rather 
than make billions. She wrote that “now is 
not the time” and we should wait to weigh 
the options. Sorry, but the balance has been 
tipped towards the insurance industry for a 
while now. I think we know what option we 
need. We don’t have time to wait. 

Benjamin Eagles
Junior, College of Arts and Science

LETTER

Universal health care is the only option

What is on your mind?  The Rant is 
your place to anonymously sound 
o�  on any issue you want.  To submit 
to The Rant, e-mail opinion@
insidevandy.com or go to the opinion 
page on InsideVandy.com.

Compiled by Ryan Sullivan

“I don’t care if you’re the greatest singer ever. Belting out in the 
shower at the top of your lungs in the middle of the night is 
not ok.”

“Dear classmates: I don’t care if you take your shoes off in class. 
Just know that if you can smell your feet, so can everyone 
around you.”

“‘Schoolgirls without principals!?’ Please tell me that is some 
tasteless joke.”

“Dining people, please bring back the Lipton iced tea machines. 
And torch the Pub.”

“I came to Vandy to escape New York snow, not freeze my ass off 
in August.”

M e g h a n 
McCain must go.

In a stunning 
triumph over the 
impossible, she 
is neither funny 
nor smart.

� e extent 
of her political 
comprehension 
rests on 

anecdotal experience and a 
set of sensory observations 
about the social mores of 
Generation Y, rather than 
intellectual argument. Her 
writing demonstrates no 
familiarity or immersion 
with the actual exchange of 
political ideas, even theoretical 
contemporaries like Megan 
McArdle, Matthew Yglesias 
or Conor Friedersdorf. Worse 
still, beyond a mere distaste 
for logical argument, she lacks 
intellectual imagination. She 
perpetually exists in a state of 
self-victimhood, perceiving 
every slight against her as an 

attack on the beliefs of political 
moderates. 

In short, she is the self-
proclaimed die-hard Yankee 
fan who recites each and every 
player’s batting average, but 
cannot explain the in� eld � y 
rule.

And yet, here we are, with 
Meghan McCain as the media 
standard bearer for young 
Republicans.

Monday, she wrote about Ted 
Kennedy’s death and the loss 
of civil discourse in politics. 
“I was shocked that even in 
death, people were having 
partisan quarrels about his 
legacy,” she wrote, “apparently 
I can only respect a politician 
who had served nearly � ve 
decades in the Senate if he was 
a Republican?”

No, of course, not. 
Compassion dictates 
otherwise, particularly  for 
political icons.

And yes, of course, Teddy 
Kennedy achieved a dazzling 

second act in politics, restoring 
credibility to his own name, 
and his own purpose late in 
life. His complex personal 
legacy belies an equally vexing 
political one. Kennedy’s 
old school liberal policies 
endured until the end, though 
the back of his baseball card 
o� ers an intriguing fondness 
for deregulation, particularly 
in the airline industry, and a 
willingness to compromise on 
immigration and education.

When partisan � gures die, 
however, our culture tells us 
to mourn the man, not the 
politics. If we consider lovely 
eulogy given by Ted Kennedy 
Jr., Kennedy’s character 
o� ered a stark contrast in light 
and dark. � e resolute father 
who refused to let his son give 
up was also the man who left 
a woman to die and perhaps 
abetted a rape. 

McCain alludes to none 
of these complexities. � e 
basis of her argument for civil 

discourse rests on a birthday 
party the Kennedys threw for 
her brother. � is is her lot in 
life — to tell us stories.

Rather than argue our de-
gendered conceptions of 
professional roles as the basis 
for gay marriage or provide 
economic basics for why the 
public option will fail, McCain 
just uses a seriously limited 
pop culture lexicon to tell 
stories about herself. Leave us 
alone, Meghan McCain.

—Katherine Miller is a senior 
in the College of Arts and 
Science. She can be reached 
at katherine.m.miller@
vanderbilt.edu.

KATHERINE
MILLER
Columnist

Go away, Meghan McCain
COLUMN
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Returning this fall with new, dynamic team 
chemistries, the men’s and women’s  cross country 
teams begin their season at the Belmont-VU Opener 
Friday afternoon. � e race, held at Percy Priest Park 
in Nashville, will feature a 4K women’s course and a 
5K men’s course.

“� e great thing about the � rst race of the year is 
that it truly is the � rst race of the year,” said coach 
Steve Keith, in his fourth season coaching the 
Commodores. “Our runners will be running shorter 
distances than normal races, and we’ll have the 
opportunity to get feedback from them.”

Led by Rita Jorgensen, the women’s team 
captured a � rst place team � nish in last season’s 
opener with an average team time of 14:55.29, while 
the men � nished a strong third. Jorgensen paced 
the Commodores in all races last fall, � nishing � rst 
amongst the � eld at both the Belmont-VU Opener 
and the Commodore Classic. 

With a junior-laden women’s squad, look for 
other juniors, including Krisabel Doebel-Hickok 
and Adrienne DiRaddo, to step up alongside 
Jorgensen to lead Vanderbilt this fall. With a strong 
upperclassmen base, the Commodores are excited 
for the season opener, as well as the remaining cross 
country schedule, culminating with the Southeastern 
Conference and NCAA Championships in 
November. 

“We’ve been building since I got here my freshman 
year — now the majority of runners are juniors and 
sophomores, so it seems like this year we are really 
going to make an impact,” Jorgensen said. “Everyone 
came back really healthy and strong, so our team is 
looking pretty dynamic.”

On the men’s side, seniors � omas Davis and 
James Kasten, alongside sophomore Kyle Rewick, 

will pace a squad of 10, boasting four new freshman 
faces. 

Davis was the � rst Commodore � nisher in last 
fall’s Belmont-VU opener, turning in a ninth-place 
� nish in the race with a time of 15:45.68. While 
Davis is concentrating on � nishing his cross country 
career at Vanderbilt on a high note, he is focused 
on helping the underclassmen transition � uently to 
collegiate racing. 

“I’m much more focused on the team, but I want 
my own personal successes to help lead the team in 
that respect,” Davis said. “Being the only men’s non-
scholarship team in the SEC, it’s very challenging, 
and it feels great each time we are able to go out 
there and beat other teams.”

Although both squads turned in impressive 
mileage and training over the summer months, the 
runners are eager to return to racing against fellow 
SEC and non-conference competition. In the same 
respect, the opener will also allow the squads to see 
how the new runners gel alongside the veterans this 
season. 

“It’s one thing to race in practice, but in a meet it’s 
good to develop a tolerance level,” Davis said. “Also, 
it’s a good opportunity to see where our summer 
training has brought us, and what our new guys are 
like — I’m especially excited to see the future of the 
program.”

Both the men’s and women’s squads are hoping 
that a solid showing early in the season will propel 
them further ahead when they face challenging 
SEC competition later this fall. With leadership and 
impressive team dynamics, both teams aim to gain 
some respect in the formidable conference. 

“Last year, we went out there and knocked on the 
door of a couple of teams that had never expected us 
before,” Davis said. “� is year, we want to climb our 
way up in the SEC and beat some teams we aren’t 
supposed to beat.” ■

Coming off one of Vanderbilt’s best football 
seasons in its history, with a 7-6 record and a bowl 
victory over Boston College, the Commodores 
are once again prepared to set out on a new 
campaign. The team had the most wins since 1982 
and started the season 5-0, which garnered them 
a top-25 ranking. That record unraveled down 
the stretch, but Commodores did just enough to 
make and win the Music City Bowl in Nashville. 
This year, the team wants to build on that success 
created last season.

“We want to improve. I think our guys want to 
prove that last year was not a fluke, they want to 
get better,” said Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson. 
“They are not satisfied with just barely eking out 
a winning record, they want to do better. The first 
goal is to win the first game, and that’s all we’re 
thinking about right now.”

A big story for this Commodore team is that 
coach Johnson and his staff have opted to start 
redshirt sophomore quarterback Larry Smith, who 
started the bowl win against Boston College last 
year, instead of redshirt senior Mackenzi Adams. 
Smith has a cannon of an arm and the Prattville, 
Ala., native is taking a professional approach to 
the season.

“I’m feeling pretty confident right now, just 
taking it one game at a time and right now 
focusing on Western Carolina,” Smith said. “The 
bowl win was last year, we aren’t worried about 
that anymore. We’re just focused on this season 
right now.”

The Commodores are suffering from some 
unfortunate injuries this offseason, namely to 
redshirt senior defensive end Steven Stone and 
redshirt senior running back Jared Hawkins. One 
bright spot, however, is the return of redshirt 
senior defensive end Broderick Stewart, who 
was injured at the end of last season and will 
be counted upon to be one of the cogs for this 
defense. Stewart is incredibly excited to get back 
on the playing field.

“Words can’t really express it,” Stewart said. “It’s 
my last year, I plan on doing big things. Really, 
sitting out those two games, it really made me 

appreciate the game more. I think coming back 
I’ll definitely be playing with a renewed sense of 
emotion and vigor.”

Western Carolina is coming off a 3-9 campaign 
last season, with its only wins against the small 
schools Shorter, Presbyterian and Chattanooga. 
Johnson, however, is familiar with the Catamounts 
and the Southern Conference after coaching 
Furman University for eight years before coming 
to Vanderbilt. Therefore, the Catamounts’ struggle 
last season, when they lost 69-0 to Florida State, 
means little to Johnson who has great respect 
from that conference’s teams.

“I don’t look at them as a non-SEC team or an 
SEC team,” he said. “I’ve seen a lot of Southern 
Conference teams whip teams that are supposed 
to be better than them. We are concentrating on 
playing our best people for as long as we have to 
play them, as hard as we can play them, as well as 
we can play them.”

The Commodores will also show respect for 
the Catamounts in a different light, as Western 
Carolina tragically lost one of its players this 
offseason during a workout. Ja’Quayvin Smalls, a 
junior defensive back, collapsed during a sprint 
exercise on July 9. As the Catamounts attempt 
to focus on the game and honor their fallen 
teammate, the Commodores will also be focusing 
on starting the new season off the correct way, 
with a victory. ■

Vandy to jumpstart season against Catamounts
by NICK GALLO
Sports Reporter

Vanderbilt vs. Western Carolina

Saturday, Sept. 5
Kickoff  is at 6:30 p.m. CDT

TV: CSS

The Commodores are looking for their third consecu-
tive season-opening victory when they host the 

Catamounts of the Southern Conference.

The athletic department is encouraging the student 
section to wear gold.

CHRIS PHARE/The Vanderbilt Hustler

Vanderbilt head coach Bobby Johnson knows Western Carolina from his coaching days at Furman and says  it would be foolish to 
overlook them. His Commodores open the season Saturday at 6:30 p.m. when the Catamounts visit Vanderbilt Stadium.

vs.

No-huddle to 
make its debut

What is one to do after leading a football 
program mired in mediocrity for much of the 
latter half of the 20th century out of the dark and 
musty cellar of the school’s � rst bowl win in 50 
years? 

Why, completely overhaul the o� ense of 
course. 

Bobby Johnson and company spent much of 
the spring and fall practice sessions installing 
a no-huddle version of the spread o� ense at 
Vanderbilt. � e new o� ense features primarily 
three and four wide receiver sets, often times with 
a tight end as a down lineman or split out into 
the slot receiver position. � e up-tempo scheme 
is designed to keep opposing defenders on the 
� eld longer than they are accustomed, e� ectively 
wearing them down over the course of the game.

“� e biggest thing when it comes to hurry up 
o� ense is that you dictate to the defense, you 
don’t let them get set and make certain calls … the 
faster we go, the less they can do,” said redshirt 
senior center Bradley Vierling. 

� e running game will also feature changes as a 
pair of freshmen running backs, notably Zac Stacy 
and Warren Norman have cracked the two-deep 
in their � rst year on campus, as they are listed as 
co-backups to senior Jared Hawkins, who is still 
nursing a foot injury from last season.

� e o� -season also included an increased 
emphasis on conditioning to accommodate not 
only the new o� ensive mentality but the team’s 
12 consecutive games without a bye. 

“If we weren’t in good condition we’d be out 
here (at practice) throwing up and passing out 
and whatnot,” Vierling said. “We’ve been really 
good this o� season getting out here and getting 
ready for the 12-week season.” 

If practice serves as any indication of how the 
new and improved Vanderbilt o� ense might look 
come Saturday, the early returns are good. 

“� is is the most o� ensive production we’ve 
had in any camp since I’ve been here, the best 
scrimmages we’ve had, the most points,” Vierling 
said. “You can really tell the di� erence. � is team 
is in really good condition. We’re moving the ball 
really well.”

And they must move the ball if the Commodores 
want any chance at building upon their successes 
from a year ago.

� e Commodores don’t exactly have much 
to lose by switching schemes after � nishing a 
paltry 112th among FBS schools in total o� ense 
a season ago, which makes the team’s seven wins 
that much more impressive. Johnson has tabbed 
redshirt sophomore Larry Smith to lead his new 
o� ense, after Smith’s impressive start in the 
team’s biggest win in well, probably ever. 

“I’m feeling pretty con� dent right now,” Smith 
said. “We’ve got our timing down with our 
receivers. Everything’s coming together right 
now, the back� eld, the whole line, hopefully 
we’ll go out and do our thing on Saturday.”

It is Smith’s con� dence, along with his calm 
demeanor and live arm that led Johnson to chose 
Smith over redshirt senior Mackenzi Adams as 
the starter for Saturday’s season opener against 
Western Carolina. ■

Runners ready to go

CHRIS PHARE / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Vanderbilt quarterback Larry Smith (10) will be charged with running Vanderbilt’s new no-huddle offense 
in his second career start on Saturday against Western Carolina. The offense hopes to drastically improve 
from a year ago when it ranked among the worst in the country in passing and in overall yardage.

by DAN RYAN
Sports Reporter

by MEGHAN ROSE
Asst Sports Editor

FRANCIS SIMPSON / The Vanderbilt Hustler

The men’s and women’s Vanderbilt cross country teams practice at the Rec Center track. Both squads 
start their seasons Friday afternoon at Percy Warner Park in the Belmont-VU opener.
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Introducing the ultra portable HP Mini netbook with America’s Largest and Most Reliable 3G Network 
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Junior forward Molly Kinsella sat down for a few minutes with The Vanderbilt Hustler this week, discussing the hardest part about playing soccer 
at Vanderbilt, who she looks forward to playing most and whether she and her twin Megan get tired of being asked about one another.friday

conversation
with

MOLLY KINSELLA

 Vanderbilt Hustler: What’s the hardest thing 
about playing soccer at Vanderbilt, other 
than time management?
Molly Kinsella: Definitely the time 
commitment of the sport, like the practicing 
every day and having to lift at 6:30 in the 
morning. Stuff like that.

VH: Most underrated player on the team?
MK: Megan Forester

VH: Best moment as a Vandy soccer player so 
far?
MK: Scoring against South Carolina with 
nine seconds left.

VH: If you weren’t at Vandy, where would you 
have gone and what put Vandy over the top?
MK: I was leaning towards Ole Miss or 
Memphis, and they were both close to home. 
I came to Vanderbilt because of the academic 
part and Ronnie (Coach Woodard) was 

my coach for ODP (Olympic Development 
Program), so I really liked her.

VH: Most enjoyable class and/or professor 
you have had at Vanderbilt?
MK: Anthropology with (Professor)
Rosemarie Mincey

VH: David Beckham or Landon Donovan?
MK: David Beckham

VH: Does the team have fun going on road 
trips or is it strictly business?
MK: No, I would say it is definitely fun. We 
have a lot of fun on the buses and go to 
movies and stuff.

VH: You have some tough games coming up 
against Oklahoma, Missouri and Texas Tech 
before you enter Southeastern Conference 
play. How important is it to play some teams 
like that before you get to the SEC?
MK: It is important to set a standard 
because right now the teams that we are 
playing in preseason are also playing other 
SEC teams and people are comparing 

scores, and also, it gives us a little leeway 
with working on certain formations 
and people on the field.

VH: Is there a team in the SEC 
other than Vanderbilt that we 
should watch out for this season? Maybe 
a team you are looking forward to playing?
MK: Florida, as always. I think everyone is 
looking forward to playing Florida because 
we were beating them three different times 
last year and they beat us in overtime and 
they are ranked No. 9 in the country. 

VH: How tired are you and your sister of 
getting asked about one another?
MK: (Laughs) It comes up in every single 
interview. I mean, it doesn’t get old. It is just 
kind of funny now. Everyone knows we have 
played together forever now, and they always 
want the same answer. 

Interview by DAVID SHOCHAT
Asst Sports Editor

FRANCIS SIMPSON / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Hard work paying 
off for Vanderbilt

It’s always nice when effort 
is rewarded, especially for the 
Vanderbilt women’s soccer 
team. The Commodores’ 
hard work this offseason 
has already paid dividends 
in their first games of the 
season.

“We’ve been working 
very hard in the preseason,” 
said senior Megan Forester 
following Vanderbilt’s 
second victory of the season 
over Mercer. “We came in 
changing a lot of things, and 
obviously it’s paying off.”

For the Commodores 
(3-0) to be successful in the 
upcoming slate, they must 
continue to reap the benefits 
of their preseason efforts.

On Friday night, the squad 
of neighboring Belmont will 
visit the VU Soccer Complex. 
The Bruins cross 21st Avenue 
on the heels of a 2-1 victory 
at home, against Tennessee-
Martin. Belmont has notched 
two wins and a lone defeat, 
at the University of Alabama-
Birmingham.

With less than 48 hours 
rest, Vanderbilt subsequently 
hosts Oklahoma. Among 
the leaders of the Big-12, 
the Sooners, led by Whitney 
Palmer, enter Sunday 
afternoon’s match with a 
perfect 4-0 record. Palmer, 
a junior, was named the Big 
12 Offensive Player of the 
Week after scoring all three 
Oklahoma goals in a 3-1 
defeat of Tulsa last Sunday, 
in Norman.

While the Sooners have 
certainly assembled an 
admirable resume in August, 
Vanderbilt’s has been just as 
impressive. 

In the season opener on 
Aug. 22, the Commodores 
edged off St. Louis University, 

with a final tally of 2-1. Junior 
Megan Kinsella provided 
the contest’s opening goal 
early in the second-half. 
Later, at the 75-minute mark, 
freshman Amanda Essay 
recorded the game-winning 
score for the Commodores. 
Though the Billikens added a 
goal with around 10 minutes 
to play in regulation, it was 
not enough to stay with the 
hosting Commodores.

Six days later, Vanderbilt 
increased its mark to 2-0, 
by virtue of a 2-0 triumph 
over visiting Mercer. Not 
to be outdone by sister 
Megan, Molly Kinsella put 
the Commodores on the 
board less than two minutes 
into the second-half. And, 
to cement the victory, 
Forester connected with the 
Billikens’ net near the end of 
regulation.

Last Sunday, the 
Commodores would continue 
their winning ways, disposing 
of Murray State 4-0. Despite 
the absence of head coach 
Ronnie Woodard, who gave 
birth to her first child one day 
prior, Vanderbilt did not miss 
a beat. Megan Kinsella paced 
the Commodores, with her 
second goal of the season, at 
roughly 18 minutes into the 
opening period. Vanderbilt 
never looked back, as 
freshmen Madeline Danna, 
Chelsea Stewart and redshirt 
freshman Kate Goldin all 
earned the first goals of their 
respective college careers.

“Getting the results is 
always great,” Forester said.

The date with Oklahoma 
signifies the end of a five-
game home stand to open the 
2009 campaign. After a five-
day break, Woodard’s unit 
travels to Auburn, Alabama 
on Sept. 11, for clashes with 
Texas Tech and Missouri in 
the Auburn Classic. ■

by BRIAN LINHARES
Sports Reporter

ZAC HARDY/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Kate Goldin scored the fi rst goal of her career last weekend. She 
and the Commodores are off to a 3-0 start but face Big 12 power 
Oklahoma this weekend after taking on neighboring Belmont.
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YEARBOOK 
PORTRAITS 

Next week in Sarratt 112
located behind the Baseball Glove Lounge 

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Juniors, Sophomores and Freshmen: Just stop by

Seniors: Make an appointment for your Senior Portrait at
www.vanderbiltcommodore.com
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each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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1 2
3 4

© 2009 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

9/4/09

9/2/09 SoluTionS

Across
1 Langley et al.: Abbr.
5 Sports disks that 

can reach speeds 
of more than 100 
miles per hour after 
being struck

10 Steinbeck hero Tom
14 Hint
15 R&B family name
16 Magazine name 

that’s also a pronoun
17 Military vehicle 

arrangement?
20 How pros do things
21 “(The Man Who 

Shot) Liberty 
Valance” singer

22 Through
23 Sacred
24 Flower holder that 

carries a tune?
29 FDR predecessor
32 __ rings
33 During
34 Revelatory, as a 

moment
35 45 years after 

William I invaded 
England

36 Mexican eatery 
staple

38 One of the Four Cor-
ners states: Abbr.

39 Biblical judge
40 Draped attire
41 Jobs creation
42 Craving
43 Ordinary dinner 

bread?
46 Low pitch

47 MPG rating group
48 City with a Univer-

sity of Washington 
campus

51 Street entrances
56 Chemical that keeps 

the baloney out?
58 Get from __: 

advance slightly
59 English county 

bordering Suffolk
60 Alamo first name
61 He sings “Maria” in 

“West Side Story”
62 Get going
63 Terrier type

Down
1 Pang
2 Continuous change
3 Speed __
4 Golf’s Ballesteros
5 Bakery container
6 Old Glory
7 Sate
8 Plop lead-in
9 Academic confer-

ences
10 Breakwater
11 Lena of “Havana”
12 Soothing skin 

treatment
13 Opposite of grant
18 Watergate senator 

Sam
19 Didn’t feel well
23 Canned meats
24 Warm and comfy
25 Family reunion 

attendee
26 Add to the concoction

27 French pronoun
28 Logically sound
29 Silent film star?
30 Relax, slangily
31 Eye shade
36 Kielbasas, e.g.
37 Pentagon topic
38 Auto loan letters
40 SeaWorld favorite
41 Title hero in a 1951 

opera commissioned 
for television

44 Grim figure?
45 On deck

46 Ewing whose 
ex-wife dreamt an 
entire season of 
“Dallas”

48 “Imagine __!”
49 Monte Carlo, e.g.
50 “Let’s go!”
51 Monument Valley sight
52 Cutlass automaker
53 Security problem
54 It’s a sin
55 Eye sore
57 18, 19 and 20 in a 

series

crossworD
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