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sporTs
Baseball opens SEC play with 
series against Mississippi State this 
weekend
see page 7

life
Review of R.E.M.’s new 
album “Collapse Into Now”
see page 5

TodaY’s WeaTher

Mostly Sunny
79 / 57

QueStionable behavior
When is the last time you worked with a friend 

on homework?
Unauthorized aid, which includes group work, is 

the most common Honor Code violation, but when 
the line between collaboration and dishonorable 
conduct is not well defined, students may find 
themselves before the Honor Council.

According to the Honor Code, “It is the student’s 
responsibility to obtain a clear understanding of 
appropriate collaboration from the instructor.” 
However, Centennial Professor of Philosophy John 
Lachs said some of the cheating that goes on is 
simply collaborative research.

“(The task of the faculty is) to distinguish 
carefully what is truly cheating from what is the 
outcome of wholesome efforts of students to work 
together,” Lachs said.

Assistant Professor of the Practice of Human and 
Organizational Development Andrew Van Schaack 
said he believes that in the majority of cases, 
students who cheat know what they are doing is 
wrong.

“There isn’t anything more than a superficial 
connection between illegally sharing music 
and sharing answers,” Van Schaack said. “The 
best way for professors to reduce the number of 
referrals to the Honor Council is to set up super 
clear expectations, written out in the syllabus. 
… I have never in my seven years at Vanderbilt 
received negative feedback from students about 
my cheating-related policies.”

Generational teMptation
Lachs said some students may cheat because 

they choose not to work hard or because they see 
cheating as a common practice and think they too 
can get away with it.

“The Internet is a standing invitation to copy 
materials, hoping that the same pages will not 
come up for the teacher spot checking student 
work,” he said.

Van Schaack said he believes students want to 
maintain their GPAs, and the temptation to cheat 
is exacerbated from a student’s over-involvement 
in extracurricular activities. “It’s hard to maintain 
a 4.0 when you’re an officer in your fraternity, 
involved in student government and volunteering 
at the local soup kitchen,” he said.

 
a Student’S obliGation

What many students may not know is they posses 
the responsibility to report Honor Code violations 
of other students. According to the Vanderbilt 
University Student Handbook, “It is the obligation 
of every student who suspects an honor violation 
to take action.”

“No matter how tough the Honor Council 
becomes, they can’t stop cheating without 
substantial help from students reporting on 
others. The trouble there is that such reporting is 
considered uncool,” Lachs said.

 1. Do you use or share old tests with peers?

 2. Have you worked on a class assignment with another 
individual in which the work was not designated a group 
assignment?

 3. Do you ask or tell other students what to expect on a test?

 4. Have you witnessed another student violating the Honor 
Code but not told anyone?

 5. Do you look at the Internet for ideas for papers?

 6. Do you give false excuses for late papers?

—Go to page 3 for answers.

ARE YOU CHE      ING?

37%

A&S

Sophomores

1 1 %

The Honor Council recently released 
statistics to The Hustler from cases 
reported by professors in fall 2010. The 
Hustler offers readers a close look at the 
numbers with comparable statistics from 
last semester and explores the issue of 
student integrity in academics. Faculty 
members Andrew Van Schaack and John 
Lachs share their opinions on cheating, 
their own prevention methods, and their 
advice for professors and students.

AlExA SImON
Staff Writer

Decrease in the number of cases 
in fall 2010 (24 cases involving 
35 students) compared to fall 2009 
(38 cases involving 51 students). In 
fall 2010, 29 percent of students had 
charges dropped or were found not 
guilty, 71 percent pleaded guilty or 
were found guilty, and 72 percent 
of guilty students pleaded guilty.

Charges in fall 2010 involving plagiarism, 
dropping from 33 percent of charges in fall 
2009. In fall 2010, 77 percent of charges 
involved receiving/giving unauthorized aid, 
and 12 percent involved other violations.

School with the most Honor 
Code violations in fall 2010 
(88%)

ailure in the course was the penalty for 65 percent of 
first-time offenders during fall 2010; 26 percent were 
reprimanded, and the Honor Council recommended failure 
on the assignment; 9 percent were suspended for one or 
two semesters. Second offenses resulted in suspension for 

two semesters. All students found guilty have completed or are in the 
process of completing an ethical development seminar.

F
represented 68 percent of students who were accused of Honor Code 
violations in fall 2010, up from 29 percent in fall 2009. Of the accused 
students in fall 2010, 16 percent were seniors, 12 percent juniors and 4 
percent first-year students.

—Statistics provided by the Honor Council

We seem to have seen an 
increase in cases where 
students are collaborating 
inappropriately on 
assignments and exams. 
internet use plays a role in 
many violations and is often 
the source for most 
plagiarism cases.

—daniel sWinton
Director of the Office of Student 
Conduct and Academic Integrity

ISIS FREEmAN/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Please see cheatinG, page 3

UPSET

Vanderbilt forward Rod Odom (45) puts up a last-second shot 
against Richmond forward Justin Harper (32) and forward Dar-
rius Garrett (1) during the closing seconds of the second half of 
a Southwest regional second round NCAA tournament college 
basketball game in Denver. Odom missed the shot and Rich-
mond won 69-66. 

JACk DEmpSEY/ Associated Press

5 Vanderbilt 66 12 richMond 69

campus neWs

Mike Bonanno, one of the 
two leading members of the 
innovative activist group The Yes 
Men, gave a look into the group’s 
infamous pranks to an audience 
of approximately 100 students, 
faculty members and Nashville 
residents Wednesday night.

The group’s exploits typically 
consist of elaborate pranks they 
call “identity corrections” in which 
they pretend to be spokesmen 
for major organizations and 
announce changes to unethical 
practices. The Yes Men gained 
notoriety for creating a fake, 
satirical website for George W. 
Bush, causing the then-president 
to dismiss them as “garbage 
men.”

The Yes Men’s most infamous 
prank occurred on Dec. 3, 2004, 
when Yes Man Andy Bichlbaum 
managed to appear on BBC 
World News as a spokesperson 
for Dow Chemical. Bichlbaum 
announced that Dow would 
finally take full responsibility for 

an industrial catastrophe caused 
by Union Carbide (which was 
later acquired by Dow) in 1984, 
provoking international acclaim, 
vehement denial from Dow and 
a brief but catastrophic dip in 
Dow’s stock value.

Bonanno used recent video 
clips and scenes from the group’s 
two films, “The Yes Men” (2004) 
and “The Yes Men Fix the World,” 
(2009) to guide his presentation. 
According to Bonanno, the 
Yes Men “essentially work as 
publicists” attempting to draw 
attention to harmful business 
activities. Although The Yes Men 
admit that no word exists to 
accurately describe their methods, 
they have considered using 
“dreamcasting” or “harassatire.” 

Bonanno conceded that 
other activist organizations may 
be more effective or engaged 
and explained that The Yes 
Men “opted to take a route that 
entertained (them) at the same 
time.” He described one of the 
group’s chief goals as providing 
upbeat inspiration for other 

Vanderbilt 
says ‘yes’ to 
Yes Men

Please see yeS Men, page 3

BENJAmIN RIES
Staff Writer

Please see SpiderS ouSt vandy, page 6
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corrections
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will correct errors of substance. See our correction 
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what to eat this march
monday, march 21
Local Market Day at Rand Terrace, serving all local 
products, including cheese, cupcakes, coffee, jams, jellies, 
granola, breads, honey, milk and more.

tuesday, march 22
World Water Day, promoting clean water and sustainable 
practices for the entire planet.

wednesday, march 23
SS Rand comes to Vandy from 5 to 8 p.m. for the biggest 
dining event on central campus. Rand will be transformed 
into the U.K. to serve tasty nosh from England, Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales. 

thursday, march 31
Comfort Food Night at Rand, serving all the foods you 
love: chicken nuggets with honey mustard, pigs in a 
blanket, vegan shepherd’s pie, mac & cheese, applesauce 
and much more.

fEatURE
photo

Hannah Clark (16) runs the ball upfield during the women’s lacrosse game Wednesday afternoon. Vanderbilt defeated New Hampshire 
11-6, putting the Commodores at 5-3 for the season.

chris honiball/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
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profiling an 
interesting student

Why did you first become 
involved With vucept?

I became involved with 
VUcept because I believe in 
its mission. Being a first-year 
presents many challenges, and 
for me, my biggest challenge 
was losing my grandfather to 
leukemia only two months 
after coming to Vanderbilt. 
Because I felt so alone and even 
more lost than I already was, I 
needed to feel like I mattered 
to someone and to this univer-
sity. In turn, I also wanted to be 
that resource, that mentor, that 
friend to first-year students who may not experience the same 
things I experienced but similarly feel at times that they have 
no one or nothing here. I wanted to be their advocate and to 
empower them to pursue their passions, goals and futures here 
at Vanderbilt and beyond. 

hoW has vucept changed your life at vanderbilt?
After being a VUceptor for two years, I have built relationships 

with 36 first-year students. Some relationships have become 
stronger than others, and even more have developed over time. 
No matter the degree of closeness between any of my VUceptees 
and me, seeing them excel and find their own ways makes me 
so proud of and inspired by all that they do. Without them, my 
life at Vanderbilt would not have had the same depth or sense of 
purpose, and for them, I am truly grateful. 

What do you think sets vucept apart from other organizations?
VUcept is a well-oiled machine. Working on the executive 

board has taught me so much about working in teams, how 
efficient organizations run and how to conduct myself in a pro-
fessional manner. It also has given me the opportunity to work 
closely with the Office of the Dean of the Commons staff, all of 
whom are invaluable resources to this university. The other thing 
that sets VUcept apart from other organizations is the incredible 
network of peer mentors from all over campus. We all support 
one another, whether in our personal endeavors or in the con-
text of our Vanderbilt Visions groups. 

racheL hart

by laura cockman

Large Hadron Collider could be world’s first 
time machine

If the latest theory of Tom Weiler and Chui Man Ho is right, the 
Large Hadron Collider — the world’s largest atom smasher that 
started regular operation last year — could be the first machine 
capable causing matter to travel backwards in time.

“Our theory is a long shot,” said Weiler, a Vanderbilt physics 
professor, “but it doesn’t violate any laws of physics or 
experimental constraints.” 

One of the major goals of the collider is to find the elusive Higgs 
boson, the particle that physicists invoke to explain why particles 
like protons, neutrons and electrons have mass. If the collider 
succeeds in producing the Higgs boson, some scientists predict 
that it will create a second particle — called the Higgs singlet — at 
the same time. 

According to Weiler and Ho’s theory, these singlets should 
have the ability to jump into an extra, fifth dimension, where they 
can move either forward or backward in time and reappear in the 
future or past. 

“One of the attractive things about this approach to time travel 
is that it avoids all the big paradoxes,” Weiler said. “Because time 
travel is limited to these special particles, it is not possible for a 
man to travel back in time and murder one of his parents before 
he himself is born, for example. However, if scientists could 
control the production of Higgs singlets, they might be able to 
send messages to the past or future.”

In 2007, the researchers, along with Vanderbilt graduate fellow 
James Dent, posted a paper titled “Neutrino time travel” that 
generated a considerable amount of buzz. 

Ho is a graduate fellow working with Weiler. Their theory is 
described in a paper posted March 7 on the research website 
arXiv.org. ■

Vanderbilt lecture spotlights feminist 
theology in the 21st century

Theologian Catherine Keller will speak about the future of 
feminist theology at this year’s Antoinette Brown Lecture at 
Vanderbilt Divinity School.

Keller, professor of constructive theology at the Theological 
and Graduate Schools of Drew University, speaks at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 24, in Benton Chapel. 

The lecture, entitled “And Truth — so Manifold!: Transfeminist 
Entanglements,” is free and open to the public. 

The Antoinette Brown Lecture began in 1974 with sponsorship 
from Vanderbilt alumna Sylvia Sanders Kelly of Atlanta to honor 
Antoinette Brown Blackwell, who became the America’s first 
ordained woman in 1853. Previous Antoinette Brown lecturers 
include Sallie McFague, Stephanie Paulsell, Amina Wadud and 
Sharon Welch. ■

Students to hold vigil for disaster victims in 
Japan

Vanderbilt students will hold a candlelight vigil at 6 p.m. tonight 
for victims of the earthquakes and tsunami in Japan.

The Asian American Student Association, Asian American 
Christian Fellowship, Korean Undergraduate Student Association, 
Vanderbilt University Chinese Association and Vanderbilt Hillel 
are organizers for the event that will be held in Benton Chapel.

Information about opportunities to participate in Japan relief 
efforts is available on the Office of Active Citizenship & Service’s 
website. ■

by Vsc media serVices
nEED
to know
VanDERbIlt

the top news stories
from around campus that 
you need to know to be 
informed this week.

by Vsc media serVices

food anD
ShEltER
by liz furlow

Vanderbilt students are shown during lunch hour in the Rand 
Dinning Hall.

neil brake/ VU Media Relations
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Student Media at Vanderbilt offers students unique opportunities to develop leadership skills.

The Vanderbilt Student Communications Board of Directors is 
seeking applications for the following leadership positions for 
the 2011-12 academic year:

MEDIA LEADERS  Applications are due at noon on March 25.
WRVU General Manager
InsideVandy Director
The Vanderbilt Hustler Editor-in-Chief
Vanderbilt Television Station Manager

VSC BOARD MEMBERS  Applications are due at noon on April 1.

Information and applications are available at www.vandymedia.org

For more information about the job descriptions and responsibilities of the above leadership positions, please contact 
Paige Clancy at paige.clancy@vanderbilt.edu.

lead.

GettinG cauGht
Van Schaack relies on various methods to 

prevent cheating. To prevent plagiarism, he 
uses a semi-automated online service called 
SafeAssign. This plagiarism prevention service 
is offered by Blackboard to its Blackboard 
Learning System Enterprise and helps point 
out unoriginal content in student papers.

In class, Van Schaack shows his students what 
“clean,” “marginal” and “blatantly plagiarized” 
papers look like. He believes SafeAssign is an 
effective tool if professors doubt the capability 
of a students writing and if “Google-ing” 
excerpts becomes too time consuming. “It’s not 
enough to swap out a few words in a sentence 
to make it your own,” he said.

To prevent cheating on exams, Van Schaack 
employs methods such as printing different 
forms of each exam, asking for students to put 
their bags in the front of the room or telling 
students wearing baseball caps to turn them 
backwards. “These basic procedures address 
the vast majority of strategies a student might 
use to gain an unfair advantage,” he said.

What’s neW With the honor council
In fall 2010, the Honor Council changed its 

penalty policy from two violations to three 
violations before mandatory expulsion. Austin 
Elder, junior and president of the Undergraduate 
Honor Council, said the penalty process is more 
education-based with the policy change.

“The Honor Council wants to help students 
and be an example for other schools to follow,” 
he said.

neW seminar for Guilty students
In addition to paying the penalties of failure 

in the course or suspension, students found 
guilty must take an educational online seminar 
offered by the Honor Council.

“The intent of the seminar is to encourage 
reflection, foster learning and provide a more 
educational sanction,” said Daniel Swinton, 
assistant dean and director of the Office of 
Student Conduct and Academic Integrity.

The seminar asks students to complete a 
series of readings pertaining to ethics, ethical 
decision-making, integrity and responses to 
specific questions about their readings. ■

 1. If a professor gives a test back to a student, it is considered to be 
public information, but students should ask to be certain.

 2. If the professor does not designate an assignment as a group 
assignment, then a student should a) work alone or b) ask the 
professor before working with others on the assignment.

 3. If a student has taken a test, he or she should not share any 
information about the test or discuss it with other students before 
the test is returned and graded.

 4.   Honor Code states: If a student has reason to suspect that a breach 
of the Honor Code has been committed, he or she must:
1. Issue a personal warning to the suspect, or
2. Report the incident to the Honor Council for action by the 

president, or
3. Inform the instructor in the course of the suspicions and identify, if 

possible, the person(s) suspected.

 5. All sources from which one draws ideas for papers should be cited.

 6. The Honor Code states, “Any action designed to deceive a member of 
the faculty, a staff member or a fellow student regarding principles 
contained in the Honor Code.”

—Answers provided by Elder. “It is always best to ask the professor whenever 
there is a question or concern about the Honor Code,” he said.

For more information about the Honor Code go to Vanderbilt’s Honor Council Website > 
General Information > “The Honor Code,” or go to Chapter 2 of the Student Handbook. 

q u i z  a n s w e r s

cheating: Faculty members employ 
different strategies to prevent cheating

yes men: Bonanno     
defends climate reform

From cheatinG, page 1

we don’t know 
if there is less 
reporting by 
professors or 
less cheating.

—austin elder
Honor Council

President

nicole mandel/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

activist groups.
Discussion of The Yes Men’s 

first major target, the World Trade 
Organization, occupied the first 
section of Bonanno’s presentation. 
Clips of The Yes Men’s Dow hoax 
— which Bonanno estimated to 
have been viewed by over 350 
million people at the time — and 
their recent impersonation of the 
chamber of commerce also drew 
ecstatic applause, and much of 
the crowded audience gave a 
standing ovation at the end.

“We don’t have any evidence 
that what we do works (to 
change people’s minds). The only 
evidence we have comes from 
other industries,” Bonanno said. 

He went on to explain that The 
Yes Men rely on well-founded 
advertising and public relations 
strategies to make an impact. 
Bonanno also defended The Yes 
Men’s support for climate reform, 
asserting that there is no debate 
about global warming in the 
scientific community. 

The response from the audience 
was overwhelmingly positive. 

“It was inspiring to see their 
combination of humor and 
activism,” said sophomore Ben 
Wibking, who had seen “The 
Yes Men Fix the World” at a 
Vanderbilt-sponsored screening 
last year. “I had wondered how 
this fits into activism in general. 
Part of what they do is inspire 
people to work on their own 
projects in other areas.”

First-year student Nathan Hay 
also enjoyed the lecture.

 “I thought it was an interesting 
and inspiring talk,” he said. “I 
didn’t realize how many people 
just go along with the status quo 
in these formal forums.”

 Martin Grossman, a professor 
from the University of Sao Paulo 
in Brazil visiting Vanderbilt, 
noted the artistic merit of the 
event, praising The Yes Men for 
showing that art can relate not 
“just isolated to basic features 
like beauty and aesthetics but the 
state of the world.”

The sentiment of the audience 
was perhaps best summed up by the 
response of Philosophy Professor 
David Wood: “Yes. Yes.” ■

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Vanderbilt University’s 
education, medicine, law and 
nursing programs continue to 
be ranked among the best in the 
nation.

This year U.S. News & World 
Report rated Vanderbilt’s 
Peabody College as the No. 1 
graduate education program in 
America. It’s the third year in a 
row that the 225-year-old school 
was rated the best. The school’s 
special education program was 

also ranked No. 1.
Vanderbilt’s School of 

Medicine tied for No. 15 for 
research hospitals — a ranking 
it’s held since 2009.

The law school tied for the No. 
16 slot. And Vanderbilt’s Owen 
Graduate School of Management 
jumped eight points from last 
year’s rating to tie for No. 28.

The complete list of rankings 
is on the U.S. News & World 
Report website and will be 
published April 5. ■

From yes men, page 1

Vanderbilt programs 
rated among the best 

campus news
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CorreC tion poLiC Y
Accuracy is our profession. As the “Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are committed 

to ensuring our work is fair and accurate. Errors of substance will be cor-
rected. With very rare exception, these corrections will be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to the Hustler office in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at hustler.
news@insidevandy.com. You may also report them by telephone to the news 
line at (615) 322-2424.

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion page aims to stimulate discussion in the 
Vanderbilt community. In that spirit, columnists, guest columnists and authors of 
letters to the editor are expected to provide logical argument to back their views. 
Unreasonable arguments, arguments in bad faith or arguments in vain between 
columnists have no place in The Hustler and will not be published. The Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and offers three methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on InsideVandy.com.

Letters must be submitted either in person by the author to the Hustler office 
or via e-mail to opinion@insidevandy.com. Letters via e-mail must come from 

a Vanderbilt e-mail address where the identity of the sender is clear. With rare 
exception, all letters must be received by 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. 
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense submissions for length as well 
as clarity.

Lengthy letters that focus on an issue affecting students might be considered 
for a guest column at the editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the property of The Hustler and must conform to the 
legal standards of Vanderbilt Student Communications, of which The Hustler is a 
division.
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For four years, I have loyally 
bled black and gold, packing 
the stands and screaming 
myself hoarse in Memorial Gym 
game-after-game in support of 
our Commodores. I have been 

there for the good (like the win over then-No. 1 
Tennessee), the bad (remember the blowout upset 
by Illinois-Chicago?) and the heartbreaking (three 
first-round exits from the NCAA tournament in 
four years). Through it all, however, I have never 
felt as disgusted or disappointed than as I did 
than at the March 5th home game against SEC foe 
Florida … and it had nothing to do with the actual 
game.

Arriving with friends at the student entrance 
that afternoon, I was promptly told that in fact 
the student section was sold out and no tickets or 
seats remained. With not so much as an apology, 
the ushers told us that we should have purchased 
tickets earlier and that there was simply no more 
room. Vanderbilt had, they explained, sold all the 
seats to visiting fans, leaving hardly any space for 
actual students.

Even after I was finally admitted into Memorial 
after arguing with the doormen, the situation only 
continued to deteriorate. Noting that the seat 
designated by my ticket was occupied by a Florida 
fan, I was quickly told by the ushers to either find 
another seat or leave the arena. Finding room a 
few rows down near the aisle, I stood for mere 
minutes until the police arrived, having been 
summoned by visiting fans who complained that 
we “impeded their view.” Despite showing him my 
ticket and pointing out that my seat was taken, the 
police escorted us out of the section, reminding 
us that “this wasn’t like a normal game,” and just 
because we’re students did not mean we were 
“entitled to actually attend.”

On Wednesday, March 16, Vanderbilt Athletics 
ran a small ad in The Hustler, apologizing to 
students who were “temporarily inconvenienced 
as they arrived,” and explaining that they did 

not estimate so many would show up. How they 
managed to miscalculate this considering it was 
less than 24 hours after classes ended for Spring 
Break and featured a top-25 showdown with 
both SEC and NCAA Tournament implications is 
beyond me, but to err is human, and I am willing 
to forgive such a dramatic oversight.

What remains inexcusable, however, was the 
manner and attitude with which this was handled, 
both at the game itself and in their subsequent 
apology.

Describing students as having been “temporarily 
inconvenienced” dramatically understates the 
incident. Time and time again, students were told 
of their insignificance in the face of the “money-
paying fans,” hearing echoed reminders that they 
did not deserve a seat as they “didn’t actually buy 
tickets.”  

Vanderbilt, we pay nearly $50,000 every year to 
attend this school and all activities associated with 
it. Part of this tuition specifically goes towards 
athletic events, funding my attendance to every 
home game without further cost — a point that 
even the admissions office is quick to brag about.  
To be so routinely dismissed as insignificant not 
only belies the so called “All In” attitude that 
Vanderbilt Athletics is quick to emphasize, it 
further fosters something closer to a culture of 
complete disrespect. Clearly, Vandy Athletics 
does not truly care about students, instead opting 
to sell their seats out in favor of a quick buck.

Though they flippantly state otherwise in their 
apology letter, all students did, in fact, not “gain 
entry,” and they certainly did not find seats. 
Instead, they were cast aside as second-class fans 
and unceremoniously told off and escorted out. 

So thank you, Vanderbilt Athletics, for forever 
making Memorial a little less magical. It was truly 
a senior day to remember.

— Chris McDonald is a senior in the College 
of Arts and Science. He can be reached at 
christopher.j.mcdonald@vanderbilt.edu.

Over Spring Break I had service on my mind, but not 
because I joined so many of my peers on Alternative 
Spring Break or because I was being particularly 
selfless. To the contrary, I spent a lot of time doing 
only exactly what I wanted to do, when I wanted to do 
it. Even so, service and giving were themes that kept 
cropping up, despite the fact that I spent a good part 
of my time relaxing in decidedly not-underprivileged 
suburbia and vacation towns. 

I took a trip to see an exhibit on the life — and 
clothes — of Diana, Princess of Wales, a woman who 

was not only incredibly beautiful but also, it seems, remarkably 
selfless. Though the media still hounds young women with fervor, 
today’s stories of young celebrities tend to be more along the Lindsay 
Lohan, self-destruction lines than the Lady Di, global service ones. 
The reason Princess Diana was so captivating was not just that she 
looked fantastic in everything from the puffiest to the slinkiest of 
dresses; the Princess Diana we saw had an incredibly humble spirit 
that resonated with England and the rest of the world. The most 
striking part of the Princess Diana exhibit wasn’t her wedding dress; 
it was the library of volumes and volumes of condolence books from 
all over the world, expressing sorrow for the loss of a woman who 
embodied graceful giving. 

Only days after my museum visit, a large-scale disaster struck Japan. 
If giving wasn’t enough on my mind before, it certainly became so 
after hearing about Japan’s earthquake and the subsequent nuclear 
fallout. I’m sure that many of Vanderbilt’s service-minded undergrads 
have been struck by the seemingly endless stream of headlines about 
the growing danger in Japan, even days after the initial quake. And, 
as Vanderbilt students are wont to do, many are probably wondering 
how to best serve those overseas who are living a crisis. Should we 
lend our fledgling pre-professional skills? Toothbrushes? Our time? 
Although these options all sound appealing and perhaps more 
meaningful than a check, the best thing that we can do is to send 
cash through established relief organizations.

Unlike Princess Diana, few of us have a global platform from which 
to raise awareness and call together needed resources. A lot of us have 
10 extra dollars however, and that is what we should be committing 
to disaster relief. It’s easy to feel as if money is not enough. Aren’t we 
are just swiping a card and forgetting about the problem? Nonprofit 
donations are not perfect, and it is certainly important to be sure 
that your money is going to a legitimate organization such as the 
Red Cross, but cash is the most efficient and most realistic option for 
us. Donating materials and time can be tricky, but if we send cash, 
organizations with bodies on the ground can use that money to meet 
the most immediate needs as quickly as possible. 

As tired as it may sound, disasters like the ones in Japan make 
it abundantly clear how important it is to acknowledge how very 
fragile our safety and quality of life are, and what the implications of 
that fragility are for our relationships to one another. In that context, 
service doesn’t have to be through an organization; it could just mean 
assuming the best of people. The impulse to give to other people is 
one that I believe that we all share, whether in reaction to disaster or 
just going about our daily lives.

— Katie Des Prez is a senior in the College of Arts and Science. She can 
be reached at katherine.e.des.prez@vanderbilt.edu.

Today, you got up at 5 a.m., 
stumbling over your 14 sleeping 
roommates on your way out the 
door. You don’t have a car, so 
you rode your bike over to the 
parking lot, where you and your 
co-workers wait to be picked 
up in the cargo hold of a fruit 
truck. For an hour you ride in the 
dark, dirty and crowded interior, 
reminding you of the middle 

passage endured by America’s original slaves. 
At last the truck stops, the gate lifts open, and 
your eyes are blinded by a sun-drenched field. 

You begin to pick tomatoes, earning 40 cents 
for every 32-pound bucket you harvest. After 10 
or more hours of hard labor, you have sore arms, 
a broken back and $70 to your name. Over half 
of your paycheck goes toward rent and living 
expenses, and you send the rest back to your 
family in Guatemala. You fall asleep with hopes 
of seeing the American dream, but nightmares 
are all that come to visit you in your sleep. 

This is the world of a migrant worker in 
America. If you’ve ever eaten a tomato or an 
orange during the wintertime, then chances 
are good that the labor of a Florida migrant 
worker put it on your plate. This spring break, 
11 other Vanderbilt students and I traveled to 
the town of Immokalee, in southwest Florida, 
on our Alternative Spring Break trip to learn 
more about the migrant worker situation and 
what can be done to improve it.

The Coalition for Immokalee Workers 
was our main resource during the trip. The 
cornerstone of the CIW’s work is the “penny 
per pound” campaign, whereby buyers of 
tomatoes would agree to pay one extra penny 
per pound of tomatoes. While it might sound 
like a small sum, this agreement would nearly 
double a migrant worker’s wages.

Launched in 2001, the “penny per pound” 

campaign originally targeted Taco Bell. College 
students assisted by “Booting the Bell” off 
campus at 27 Taco Bell franchises around the 
nation. In 2005, Taco Bell finally agreed to the 
CIW’s demands. Fearing the negative publicity, 
other fast food chains such as McDonald’s and 
Subway soon followed suit. Now the campaign is 
targeting the grocery store industry, beginning 
with Publix, Florida’s largest grocer.

I asked a representative from the coalition if 
their work on behalf of migrant workers could 
be assisted through national legislation, such 
as comprehensive immigration reform. The 
response he gave was strikingly ambivalent. 
“When you’re out in the fields, it doesn’t matter 
the color of your skin or if you’re legal or illegal. 
The growers are equal-opportunity exploiters.”

While in Immokalee, we also got the 
opportunity to tour the Modern Day Slavery 
Museum, a traveling exhibit housed in a replica 
of a fruit truck where a documented (and 
prosecuted) incident of modern-day slavery 
actually occurred.

If you would like to learn more about the 
migrant worker situation, you can visit the 
Modern Day Slavery Museum when it comes 
to Vanderbilt on March 25. That same day, at 7 
p.m. in Benton Chapel, the Rev. James Lawson 
will give a talk called “The Politics of the Lunch 
Counter: Food Justice Then and Now.” And on 
March 26, members from our group will be 
organizing a picket of a local Publix.

Next year, consider becoming a part of ASB, 
Vanderbilt’s largest student-run organization. 
It will open your eyes to the world and to new 
people, as well as into yourself. Our group even 
got to spend a free day at the beach, so it was 
truly the best of all worlds.

— Jesse Jones is a junior in the College of Arts 
and Science. He can be reached at jesse.g.jones@
vanderbilt.edu.
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tHe VerdiCt Stand and be judged by the Hustler 
opinion staff! Compiled by the staff 
of The Vanderbilt Hustler

npr
Yesterday, the House of 
Representatives identified the 
number one problem facing 
our country: NPR. The House 
Republicans passed a bill that would 
defund public radio without any 
Democratic support. Congressman 
Anthony Weiner, Democrat of New 
York, concurred with his Republican 
colleagues, though he didn’t vote 
for the bill. He couldn’t identify a 
greater impediment to a balanced 
budget than Click and Clack’s 
Boston accents on Car Talk.

University of 
richmond Go Spiders!

Friday
“Yesterday was Thursday, Thursday 
/ Today it is Friday, Friday / We, 
we, we so excited / We so excited 
/ We gonna have a ball today / 
Tomorrow is Saturday / And Sunday 
comes afterwards / I don’t want this 
weekend to end!” 
                             –Rebecca Black
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What to wear where: 
    Spring Edition

R.E.M. is largely 
responsible for the hype 
surrounding the release 

of their new album “Collapse Into Now.” 
Guitarist Peter Buck identified the album as 
their best work to date in a February interview 
with Rolling Stone, while bassist Mike Mills 
has called it their strongest album in 20 
years. While these claims are exaggerated — 
“Collapse Into Now” pales in comparison to 
R.E.M.’s best works — it successfully delves 
into the group’s past to produce a refreshing 
and enjoyable sound.

Fans typically cite the 1997 departure 
of drummer Bill Berry as the catalyst for 
a major change in the group’s approach 
to songwriting. R.E.M. spent the next 
decade producing a series of introspective 
and increasingly lackluster albums that 
threatened to destine the group to present-
day irrelevance. Fortunately, R.E.M. struck 
back and reinvigorated their fan base with a 
surprising knockout in 2007’s “Accelerate,” a 
30-minute adrenaline rush filled with lyrics 
like “I’m gonna DJ at the end of the world.”

“Collapse Into Now” is nearly as good and 
confirms that R.E.M. is experiencing a late 
career resurgence. Opening pair “Discoverer” 
and “All the Best” maintain the exuberance 
and zeal of “Accelerate” while filtering its 
defiant tone through a more relaxed treatment 

that recalls R.E.M.’s defining records from 
the 1980s. “If the storm doesn’t kill me/
the government will” on “Houston” from 
“Accelerate” now becomes “The storm didn’t 
kill me/the government changed” on “Oh My 
Heart” from “Collapse Into Now.”

“Collapse Into Now” offers a variety of 
styles and carries the spontaneity and spark 
of a group that enjoys playing together. 
“Alligator_Aviator_Autopilot_Antimatter” 
achieves tongue-in-cheek perfection with 
lines like “I feel like an alligator climbing up 
the escalator.” Elsewhere, the somber beauty 
of “Walk It Back” provides the album’s most 
poignant moment, while Patti Smith’s vocals 
enshrouds closing track “Blue” in a layer of 
mystery and finesse.

The more stripped-down approach does 
reveal a problem that “Accelerate” ingeniously 
covered through its slick production. As hard 
as the group tries to recapture the spirit of 
their early music, Stipe’s voice on “Collapse 
Into Now” often betrays an out-of-place 
weariness. His tendency to speak rather than 
sing his lyrics makes it easy to miss his once 
bellowing vocal performances.

Still, “Collapse Into Now” is undoubtedly 
R.E.M.’s most natural sounding record in 
well over a decade. R.E.M. is still producing 
great music after 30 years, and that is reason 
enough to be thankful. ■

Class
Dresses for class are demure 

and a Vanderbilt co-ed favorite, 
but after seasons of sundresses 
and mini-dresses, it’s time to 
revive pant looks for spring.

Pastel skinny jeans are retro. 
Take a note from trendsetter 
Whitney Port, who wears a 
button-down chambray shirt 
and M2F Brand Denim’s skinny 
in “Tigerlily” wash (light orange). 
M2F makes its skinny jeans in 
a variety of pastel colors, all 
perfect for spring weather. Shop 
M2F at m2f.com; skinny jeans 
retail for $130. 

Evening 
Showing skin for spring 

is always in, but without 
a glowing tan, what’s a 
fashionista to do? Opt for 
darker hues or a pattern since 
bright colors look loud in 
April. A structured bodice is 
on trend and compliments 
every figure. 

Nikki Reed of Twilight fame 
donned a flirty silk dress 
with tailored bodice and 
layering from Hype Apparel. 
Shop Hype Apparel online 
at hypestyle.com; the “Linda 
Dress” retails for $215. 

Brunch
A white tee is appropriate 

for any affair and is versatile 
enough to be worn with a skirt, 
wind shorts or jeans (hey, if it’s 
long enough, wear a white tee 
alone). But the basic white tee — 
crewneck or V-neck — is boring. 
Fortunately, One Grey Day’s 
messaged white tee (OMG) with 
strategic rips is cool enough that 
hipsters everywhere are jumping 
for joy. 

Perpetual party girl Kristin 
Cavalleri is pictured wearing the 
One Grey Day’s OMG white tee, 
which retails for $132. ■

Music

R.E.M.’s “Collapse Into 
Now” doesn’t disappoint 

Benjamin ries
Staff Writer

Lauren Conrad is certainly 
the quintessential modern 
businesswoman: Conrad 
balances several roles, including 
author, reality television star 
and, most recently, designer. 

Fans know her from her days 
as the girl next door and star 
of MTV reality show “Laguna 
Beach” and her spin-off show 
“The Hills.” Teens across the 

nation fell in love with Conrad 
as they watched her struggle 
with boy troubles, catfights, and 
the quest to make a name in the 
fashion industry. Conrad’s new 
clothing line, Paper Crown, 
displays her fashion success and 
transition from a Californian 
teen to fashion icon. 

Paper Crown hits the 
nation this fall. The line is a 
more sophisticated version of 
Conrad’s previous collection 
for the budget department store 

Kohl’s. The collection consists of 
fun faux-leather shorts, delicate 
chiffon dresses and muted 
silk blouses. The collection 
resembles contemporary lines 
like “Graham and Spencer” 
because of the variety of 
comfortable knits. 

Conrad claims that she 
found the inspiration for the 
name of the line by delving 
into childhood memories. She 
recounts making paper crowns 
while playing dress up in order 

to reflect her sense of glamour. 
This consideration influenced 
the collection, as each piece of 
clothing reflects a modern look 
and soft, romantic look — a style 
that fittingly describes Conrad’s 
personal style.

While her days gracing the 
small screen may be over, 
Conrad’s legacy continues 
with this refreshing collection. 
Conrad’s line is darling but edgy, 
guaranteeing that the collection 
will be a hit this fall. ■ 

Olivia Kupfer
Life Editor 

Fashion 

 Photo of Whitney Port provided  Photo of Nikki Reed provided  Photo of Kristen Caralleri provided

Photo by William Courtesy

 Photo Provided
R.E.M. revives its ‘90s sound with their new album “Collapse Into Now.” This album marks the band’s 
fifteenth studio project and succeeds their 2008 studio album “Accelerate.” 

Fashion

Lauren Conrad’s designs high-end clothing line  
CarOline altshuler
Staff Writer 

IN 
Retro

 sunglasses

OUT 
Plastic neon 

wayfarers

Warm weather is finally here. Although a spring fashion article may be trite (no, The Hustler 
is still not a fashion magazine) the warm weather requires showing skin and figuring out 
what to wear where. From your closet to class, and hung-over brunch to sunning on Alumni 
Lawn, the perfect outfit, accessories and shades are a must-have for the spring semester
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Men’s BasketBall

VanderBilt 
Vs. 

richMond
By the nuMBers

3 
Times out of Vanderbilt’s last 
three trips to the NCAA tourna-
ment that the Commodores have 
been upset in the first round

42 
Points combined for John Jen-
kins and Festus Ezeli

24 
Points scored by the rest of the 
Commodores

12 
3-point shots made by Rich-
mond, the most any team has hit 
against Vanderbilt this season 
and the most the Spiders have 
hit all year

3 
Turnovers by Richmond

11 
Biggest lead of the game by 
Vanderbilt

For the 2011 Vanderbilt Commodores, 
Friday afternoon can’t come soon enough. 
Vanderbilt, complete with a new coaching 
staff, a renewed energy and a fresh outlook, 
will open spring practice at the John Rich 
Complex ready to work. 

After being named to the helm of the 
Vanderbilt football program in the middle 
of December, Head Coach James Franklin 
will have his first opportunity to implement 
new schemes and interact with returning 
players on the field. While the Commodores 
understand that a learning curve may 
accompany Vanderbilt’s first few weeks in 
pads, Franklin stresses that the team will 
play aggressively from day one. 

“Practices are going to be fast tempo 
and very aggressive,” Franklin said. “Our 
job is go out there and be aggressive in 
everything we do —  on offense, defense 
and special teams — and force our will 
on our opponents.”

The Commodores will open spring 
practice with back-to-back afternoon 
sessions on Friday and Saturday, holding a 
total of 14 practices before the team’s Black 
& Gold Spring Game on Sunday, April 17 at 
6 p.m. CT in the stadium. 

“It’s been a while since we’ve actually put 
on some pads, so of course there’s excitement 
there,” said redshirt senior offensive guard 
Kyle Fischer. “Everyone wants to prove 
themselves to the new coaches.”

For the Commodores, staying healthy 
this spring will be of key importance to 
the team’s progression and ability to lay 
a new foundation. Vanderbilt returns 
21 of 24 starters from last year’s squad, 
only losing defensive end Theron Kadri 
and linebackers Nate Campbell and John 
Stokes to graduation. 

“We have to learn how to practice and 
practice smart,” Franklin said. “We have to 

get through spring by gaining confidence 
and staying healthy.” 

Vanderbilt has supplemented its roster 
with the addition of six walk-on players after 
the Commodores hosted tryouts in February. 
Director of Performance Enhancement 
Dwight Galt ran prospective players through 
position and agility drills before the coaching 
staff selected the new additions. The walk-
ons will help to fill out the Commodore 
roster, while adding depth to a number of key 
positions hindered by injuries.

A total of eight Commodores will be limited 
in spring practices, as they look to return to 
full health. Junior tailback Warren Norman 
will miss the entirety of spring ball, as he 
continues to nurse a 2010 season-ending 

hand injury back to health. Redshirt junior 
defensive tackle Rob Lohr will likely return 
to practice in mid-April after undergoing a 
nasal procedure last month to improve his 
breathing. In addition, Austin Monahan, 
Jordan Rodgers, Mason Johnston, Walker 
May, Thad McHaney and Grant Ramsay will 
be limited in drills this spring. 

For Franklin and the Commodores, 
the opening of spring practice marks the 
program’s next step in its goal of changing 
the culture of Vanderbilt football.

“I’m concerned about dramatic changes 
to the results,” Franklin said. “We’re going to 
install our offense and install our defense.”

“After spring, we’ll have a better idea of 
what our kids can do.” ■

Anderson spouts off for 
25 as Spiders oust Vandy

No. 4 Louisville falls to No. 13 Morehead State
The Big East Tournament 

runner-up Cardinals came into 
the game as clear favorites, but 
Morehead State managed to 
keep the game close. Eagles 
guard Demonte Harper hit a 
game winning 3-pointer from the 
top of the arc with 4.2 seconds 

left to play, and then Kenneth Faried blocked a final desperation 
3-point attempt to secure the 62-61 victory. The Cardinals were 
outrebounded 41-29 and shot 7-16 from the free-throw line. 
Louisville also played the last eight minutes of the game without 
their best scorer, Preston Knowles. This is the second year in a row 
that the Cardinals have fallen in the first round.

No. 4 Kentucky sneaks by No. 13 Princeton
The streaking Wildcats barely 

escaped a colossal upset at the 
hands of Ivy League champs 
Princeton. The Tigers managed 
to cool down Kentucky’s elite 
trio of freshmen that had lifted 
the team to an SEC Tournament 
championship; Terrence Jones 

scored 10 points, Doron Lamb scored seven points and Brandon 
Knight was held 0-7 for most of the game. Brandon Knight 
redeemed a horrendous shooting performance with a go-ahead 
running layup in the final seconds to win the game, 59-57. With 
the freshmen off their game, Kentucky hung tough thanks to 
upperclassmen Darius Miller, who scored 17 points, and Josh 
Harrellson, who had 15 points and 10 rebounds. Princeton guard 
Dan Mavraides tied the game in the final minute with a fade-
away jumper and led the Tigers with 14 points. 

No. 7 Temple drops No. 10 Penn State
Neither team led by double 

digits at any point in this 
plodding defensive struggle that 
came down to the final seconds. 
Junior Temple guard Juan 
Fernandez sank a contested 
jumper with less than a second 
left, and the Owls held on for a 
66-64 victory. Fernandez and 

teammate Ramone Moore both scored 23 points in the game and 
were two of only five players to score for the Owls all afternoon. The 
Nittany Lions could not pull out the victory in their first tournament 
appearance in 10 years despite a 23-point performance by senior 
guard Talor Battle. ■

Commodores start 
spring ball Friday

Amit ChAkrAborty
Sports Writer

tourney talk
Men’s BasketBall FootBall

meghAn rose
Sports Editor

James Franklin will oversee his first official practice as a collegiate head football coach on 
Friday afternoon when Vanderbilt takes the field for the first of 14 spring ball sessions.

Chris honibAll/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Not again. These two words were 
written all over the Vanderbilt 
Commodores’ faces as they failed to 
make it out of the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament for the second 
straight year. In a matchup that had 
upset written all over it, the 5-seed 
Vanderbilt Commodores fell to the 
12-seed Richmond Spiders, 69-66.  

Thursday’s game was all too 
familiar. In the first few minutes, 
Vanderbilt had complete control, 
starting off on a 12-5 run. Junior 
center Festus Ezeli (21 points, 8 
rebounds) scored at will inside, 
creating space for sophomore 
guard John Jenkins (21 points, 3 

assists) to work his magic from 
the perimeter.  

Vanderbilt dominated the 
boards in the first half, holding a 
rebounding advantage of 21-11. On 
the defensive end, the Commodores 
were able to shut down Richmond’s 
star player, junior forward Justin 
Harper who struggled mightily, 
shooting a quiet 1-for-6 from the 
field in the first half and ultimately 
finishing with just 13 points. 

Despite their early woes, the 
Spiders cut into an 11-point 
Vanderbilt lead with precision 
passing and stellar 3-point 
shooting, going 6-for-13 from 
behind the arc in the opening 20 
minutes. By halftime, Vanderbilt’s 
lead was down to just three.

In the second half, Vanderbilt 
fell apart despite hitting its first 
five shots. The Commodores 
went away from their inside-
outside basketball and Richmond 
scored 12 unanswered points to 
take the lead 51-48 with 12:05 
remaining. Richmond’s senior 
point guard Kevin Anderson 
was lethal down the stretch. 
Vanderbilt had no answer for 
Anderson, who finished with 
25 points despite being covered 
by Jeff Taylor, one of the SEC’s 
top defenders. Taylor was not 
able to carry over his offensive 
momentum from last weekend’s 
conference tournament, shooting 
a mere 1-for-10 from the field and 
finishing with only four points. 

Missed free throws haunted 
the Commodores, who shot 13-
for-20 from the charity stripe and 
failed to tie the game at the line 
on multiple occasions. With the 
lead at three in the final seconds, 
freshman forward Rod Odom’s 
desperate 3-pointer with was 
well defended and well short of 
the basket. 

Richmond will advance to take 
on 13-seed Morehead State on 
Saturday, and the Commodores 
will head into the offseason 
looking for answers. If the 
starting five returns as expected, 
the team has another chance at 
a tournament run. Until then, 
Commodore fans can only dwell 
on what could have been. ■

george bArClAy
Sports Writer

Forward Lance Goulbourne, left, and center Festus Ezeli look on from the 
bench after Vanderbilt’s 69-66 loss to Richmond on Thursday.

JACk Dempsey/ Associated Press
Vanderbilt coach Kevin Stallings and the Commodores were frustrated in their 
first game of the NCAA Tournament for the third time in four years. 

JACk Dempsey/ Associated Press



www.InsideVandy.com      The VanderbilT husTler      Friday, March 18, 2011      7

Instant Passport Photo
Available now! 2 for $7.99

Vanderbilt Bookstore
Rand Hall |www.vanderbiltbookstore.com

Classes are scheduled for May 16 – August 6, 2011.
To apply visit www.admission.gatech.edu/transient.
Applications are due April 1, 2011.

Georgia Tech: This Summer! 
Georgia Tech offers summer classes 
that can help you meet your degree 
requirements. 

The Summer 2011 Schedule of Classes goes live 
on March 16, 2011, at https://oscar.gatech.edu.

Visit www.gatech.edu/students/summer.html 
for more information, or review courses online 
at www.catalog.gatech.edu.

B11C2641-Summer-vanderbilt-ad-2011.indd   1 3/4/11   3:29 PM

Registration opens April 4.  Classes begin June 20.

www.northwestern.edu/summer

 Summer is a great time to catch up, get ahead or try something new. 

4	Choose from more than 300 courses

4	Immerse yourself in an intensive language or science sequence

4	Earn transfer credit and fulfill major and degree requirements

4	Enjoy summer on Northwestern’s beautiful lakefront campus

   

Vanderbilt Hustler: Do you feel any 
extra pressure on the team as a 
freshman in a starting role?

Conrad Gregor: Not really, the older 
guys have helped us out; they took 
us in from the beginning. I’ve felt no 
pressure at all. 

VH: Since you are here for another three 
years after this season, are there 
any traditions you would like to see 
implemented by the student body 
during baseball season? Football 
has major tailgating events and 
basketball has big rivalry game 
turnouts; what kind of support do 
you want to see for the baseball 
program?

CG: Really, I would like to see crowds 
for the big games. We are beginning 
the SEC play right now, and things 
are getting really competitive. If 
the student body could come and 
support, that would be great.

VH: Do you have a pregame ritual or a 
specific pep talk you give yourself 
before each game?

CG: Not really. We are pretty relaxed 
as a team. We go into the games 
knowing each and every role that 
we have to do.

VH: While you seem to have no trouble 
stepping up into college athletics, 
what was the biggest adjustment 
you had to make in order to progress 
from high school baseball to Vandy 
baseball?

CG: Probably just balancing all of 
the academics and the athletics 
together. We have a whole day 
that we are either here or in the 
classroom, so it’s really the balance 
of that has been the hardest. I think 

I have adjusted quite well, though.
VH: What do you think your freshman 

class, as a whole, brings to the 
team?

CG: I think that we are a pretty mature 
freshman class with a lot of 
experience prior to coming here. 
I think that guys like Tony Kemp, 
Kevin Ziomek and T.J. Pecoraro 
have already proved themselves 
out on the playing field and that 
guys like Joel McKeithan and Will 
Johnson are on the rise as well. 
And I think that as a whole we have 
a great freshman class that will 
accomplish a lot in the near future.

VH: So your first career hit was a 
home run that gave Vandy the 2-1 
series win over Stanford, a pretty 
epic debut. Tell us about that 
experience.

CG: Unbelievable. It’s unbelievable 
that it happened like that, the 
first hit and against a team like 
Stanford. At the time it was a 
great shift of momentum in our 
favor. It couldn’t have come at a 
better time. 

VH: Coming into a top-notch team, 
which the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Association 
considers to be the best in the 
nation, what do you feel you have 
to offer?

CG: I think my maturity as a player, 
both defensively and offensively, 
helps the team. I work hard every 
day. I think I am a great team 
player; it’s the best attribute I 
bring to the team. 

VH: As a very versatile player, what is 
your favorite position or the most 

rewarding spot to play?
CG: Probably hitting is most rewarding. 

I love to hit, have always loved to 
hit, and I would probably see that 
as the most rewarding position 
for me. ■

SEC play beginsFreshman baseball 
player Conrad Gregor
Hustler sports writer Isis Freeman caught up with Vanderbilt 
freshman Conrad Gregor this week. The Commodores’ top young 
power hitter discussed the fast start to his collegiate career so far. 

BaseBall BaseBall

Vanderbilt puts a 10-game winning 
streak and a consensus top-3 national 
ranking on the line as the Commodores 
welcome Mississippi State into 
Nashville on Friday for the season’s 
first Southeastern Conference series. 

The Bulldogs enter conference play 
with a 14-4 record and have won five 
of their last six games, with the lone 
defeat coming at the hands of Sacred 
Heart last Sunday. On Tuesday, senior 
third baseman Jarrod Parks went 
2-for-3 with two walks and two runs 
batted in as Mississippi State rolled 
over Lipscomb, 14-4. Parks leads the 
team in batting average, hits and RBIs.

After a three-game sweep of 
Illinois-Chicago last weekend, the 
Commodores were voted the nation’s 
No. 1 team by the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers of America poll. On 
Saturday, they rallied from a 7-1 deficit 
against the Flames to force extra 
innings, where a Mike Yastrzemski 
double in the bottom of the 10th inning 
allowed Tony Kemp to score from 
first base and lift Vanderbilt to an 8-7 
victory. The next day, Anthony Gomez 
singled up the middle with the bases 
loaded and the score tied at one in the 
bottom of the ninth to bring home Joe 
Loftus for the game-winning run.

“Even the games we haven’t been 
playing well, we always find a way 

to come back and win,” said first 
baseman Aaron Westlake of his team’s 
recent flair for the dramatic. “That just 
shows our DNA and how we never 
give up until the end. It gives us the 
confidence knowing that if we are 
down in the later part of the game, we 
always have a shot to come back.”

Four Vanderbilt pitchers combined 
for a two-hit shutout of Purdue to bring 
the streak to 10 games on Tuesday 
night. Third baseman Jason Esposito 
hit 3-for-5 with four RBIs, registering 
his final two on a deep line drive home 
run in the eighth inning. The defensive 
effort earned freshman pitcher Kevin 
Ziomek his first collegiate win.

Westlake stressed the importance of 
the freshmen such as Ziomek, Conrad 
Gregor and Tony Kemp who have 
taken advantage of the considerable 
playing time they have seen so far.

“Getting the youngsters’ feet wet is 
good because we may need them off 
the bench and especially in years to 
come,” he said. “Getting experience 
now helps them with confidence.”

In its weekly national rankings on 
Monday, Baseball America listed four 
SEC teams among the top 10, including 
Florida at No. 1 and Vanderbilt at 
No. 2. All 12 SEC teams kick off their 
conference schedules this weekend.

In order, pitchers Sonny Gray, 
Grayson Garvin and Taylor Hill 
have been slotted to get the start this 
weekend for the Commodores. ■

Vanderbilt freshman Conrad Gregor hit his 
team’s first home run of the 2011 season, 
in the first home weekend series of the 
season against Stanford.

BeCk Friedman/ 
The Vanderbilt Hustler

murphy Byrne/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

eriC SinGle
Asst. Sports Editor
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On-line
4/2 Person apartment ballot

March 22-23
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Submit your on-line ballot for 4/2 person apartment 
on March 22-23, at www.vanderbilt.edu/ResEd. 

Deadline to submit on-line ballot is
Wednesday, March 23, at 6:00 PM.

THings TO knOw AbOuT yOur On-line bAllOT

1. Must have a designated contact person 
for each ballot.

2. Must have VunetiD’s and birthdates for 
each person on ballot.

3. All correspondence for the this process 
will be  through your Vanderbilt e-mail 
account.

Deadline to submit on-line ballot is
Wednesday, March 23 at 6:00 PM.

DEAN OF STUDENTS
Office of  Housing & Residential Education

4113 Branscomb Quadrangle
Phone (615) 322-2591

Website:  www.vanderbilt.edu/ResEd

VURJ:
Vanderbilt Undergraduate
Research Journal
A Premier Journal dedicated to the 
Publication of Undergraduate Research

NOW ACCEPTING
SUBMISSIONS and
PEER REVIEWER
APPLICATIONS

To Submit an Article or
Apply to be a Peer Reviewer:
http://vurj.vanderbilt.edu

Questions?
Email vurj2011@gmail.com

Submission Deadline:
Friday, April 8, 2011

Across
1 Hardly a walk in the 

park
5 “American __”
9 Provoke

13 Russo of “Tin Cup”
14 Heavyweight fight?
15 Snoring cause, 

perhaps
17 Lodging surplus?
19 Settles in
20 Versace creation?
22 Blotter letters
25 However, contracted
26 Bygone Chrysler
27 Target of a military 

press
29 Animal rights org.
31 Penn et al.: Abbr.
32 Backed up, in a way
35 Quad building
37 Misplaced Yogi and 

Smokey?
42 Limo occasion
43 Maker of pianos and 

bikes
45 Pacific salmon
49 Scholarship drive 

donor
51 Carnival starting 

point?
52 Blood specification
54 “Gotcha!”
57 Hydroelectric 

structure
58 Plant at Sotheby’s?
61 Busted
62 Investment in fine 

fabric?
66 __ acid
67 “Night” author Wiesel

68 Way-back-when 
time

69 Coatrack items
70 Just slightly
71 Classic theater name

Down
1 What’s a little past 

due?
2 Name fit for a king?
3 Tonsillitis M.D.
4 “Felicity” star Russell
5 Thomas of the NBA
6 Maker of tires and 

tennis balls
7 Present opening?
8 Silicon Valley city
9 Grammy category

10 Met expectations?
11 Supplement
12 Reveals
16 Clubs: Abbr.
18 One of two autho-

rized U.S. iPhone 
carriers

21 Close at hand
22 Flap
23 __ Ration
24 Designer Gucci
28 “My country __ ...”
30 Swelling
33 Additive sold at Pep 

Boys
34 Pembroke or 

Cardigan dogs
36 Start of an apology
38 View from Edinburgh
39 Band aid?
40 Bust
41 2000 World Series 

stadium

44 Ready for battle
45 Army attack 

helicopter
46 Cloverleaf com-

ponent
47 Duff
48 Pleasure trip, and a 

hint to this puzzle’s 
theme

50 Flowering plant 
used for food by the 
Aztecs

53 Yucatán youngsters
55 Hoofed it

56 Roker and Rosen
59 Bank deposit?
60 About 10 trillion kil.
63 Valentine symbols
64 ‘80s-’90s Honda 

model
65 Critical

crossword

3/18/11
3/16/11 Solutions

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4
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