HUSTLER

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2012 % 124™ YEAR, NO. 26 * THE VOICE OF VANDERBILT SINCE 1888

www.InsideVandy.com

=

Rites of Spring
rocks out this weekend
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Mutemath to
headline Friday

KRISTEN WEBB
LIFE EDITOR

In preparation for this week-
end’s Rites of Spring festivities,
The Hustler spoke with the lead
singer of Friday’s headliner,
Mutemath, about their sound, in-
fluences and live shows.

VANDERBILT HUSTLER:
We’re obviously really excited
about you guys headlining at
Rites, but there are also a lot of
people there who might not be as
familiar with your music. Can you
describe your sound a little bit?

PAUL MEANY: It’s just good,
old-fashioned, electronically-dis-
tracted, laptop-adorned rock-and-
roll.

VH: Y’all have also been togeth-
er a really long time, so how have
you evolved as musicians as you
have spent more time together?

PM: Well, the band started
out as just a project between the
drummer and myself, and we
weren’t really thinking it was a
band, it was just kind of an elec-
tronic experiment. We both had
samplers and, you know at the
time we were really digging on
artists like Bjork and DJ Shadow,
Chemical Brothers, and we were
just kind of infatuated with mak-
ing songs in that vibe.

Then I started singing on it
and then we started playing
shows, we added a band mem-
ber, our original guitarist Greg,
we made an EP, and then we
started playing more shows and
finally turned it into a four-
piece band that we were play-
ing shows with and something
clicked. It just kind of started to
evolve into this hybrid rock band
that we’ve become.

I think over the years we've
just gotten more interested in
trying to emulate what we have
been sampling by just playing it
instead of just sampling it and
making electronic sounds, and
we've had more fun with just
playing the instruments and
finding the sound and building
the sound around that.

VH: What would you say is
next for you guys since you've
been developing so much?

PM: Well, hopefully we just get
to make another record and play
some more shows. We've always
been in the mode of going from
month to month and hope that
we can continue doing what we
love. We've been a band for eight
years now and we’ve had a great
time.

VH: You obviously have a lot
of other influences, with all your
sampling and electronic and New
Orleans styles. What would you
say your biggest inspirations are?

PM: For this band, one of our
big heroes is the Meters, who are
a New Orleans band and should
probably have a chapter in the
textbook of rhythm, they're just a
classic New Orleans band. I don’t
know how many times we’ve sam-
pled Meters records or anyone the
whole electronic community.

Growing up around it and being
musicians, we've always admired
groups like that. Outside of New
Orleans, we’'ve always been huge
fans of Herbie Hancock and David
Axelrod. I think when we started
hearing records by the Beastie
Boys or Beck in the early ‘90s or
a Tribe Called Quest, that was a
prime point of our lives. We were
teenagers, and those things were
happening, and we try to emu-
late that. The first record I ever
bought was a sampler because
I wanted to learn how to make
tracks that sounded like what the
Beastie Boys were doing.
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MORE ON RITES

For everything you
need to know about
this weekend’s
festivities, see Life,
page 6.

I think Darren and Roy and my-
self all bonded over that because
we all grew up just loving that
stuff. That’s the beauty of sam-
pling. It forces you to buy records
and buy stuff to sample from, and
then you just spend hours lis-
tening to music hoping to find a
little isolated saxophone or drum
break, and then you wind up lis-
tening to Inner Visions, and you
wind up listening to David Axel-
rod’s record for the first time and
you get exposed to all this great
lineage of music. As musicians, it
certainly lit us up.

I think all those influences, all
those things we listen to since
we can remember and try to play
or mimic over the years, I think
tends to find its way into our mu-
sic. I can’t say we intend to do that.
We just write, and subconsciously
whatever happens happens, but
it’s interesting to look back at
some of our songs and say ‘Yeah,
I remember when I was going
through a Peter Gabriel phase,
or ‘All T was listening to was the
Police, and bits of those things
happen in our band. With this
latest record, it’s definitely more
of an homage to more of the origi-
nal New Orleans influences that I
guess were in our band when we
first started.

see RITES page 6

:Meladares
kick off week

of music

Xavier Waller and Augie Phillips perform with the
Melodores during Meloroo 2012 in Sarratt Cinema

Wednesday night.
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Religious students
distribute video

players opposing

university policy

CHRIS HONIBALL/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Students hand out MP4 players loaded with a six-minute
video expressing disagreement with the university all-

comers policy, which stipulates that leadership in student

groups must be open to all students.

KYLE BLAINE
SENIOR REPORTER

Religious and conserva-
tive political groups are in-
creasing pressure on Vander-
bilt University ahead of this
week’s Board of Trust meet-
ing to reverse its position on
the school’s all-comers policy,
which requires all registered
student groups to have open
membership and leadership
policies, regardless of race,
gender, sexual orientation and
religion.

Members of the campus
Christian community dis-
tributed 4,000 video players
mid-day Wednesday to spread
the message that faith-based
leadership is important to re-
ligious groups on campus.

The six-minute video fea-
tures students, alumni do-
nors, professors and a former
head of Vanderbilt admissions
all expressing disagreement
with the university’s enforce-
ment of the policy.

“It's a lack of common
sense,” said Alex Whitmore,
junior and president of Beta
Upsilon Chi. “It would make
sense that an organization
should be able to appoint their
leaders based on the core be-
liefs of that organization.”

According to junior Pieter
Valk, an organizer of the event,
the media players were donat-
ed by a “concerned individual”
with connections to the univer-
sity. The cost of 4,000 players
is estimated at $32,000.

see VIDEO page 2

:Some religious
groups comply with

all-comers policy

KYLE BLAINE
SENIOR REPORTER

Twenty-six religious stu-
dent groups agreed to comply
with the university’s nondis-
crimination policy and will
be recognized as registered
student organizations, ac-
cording to a university state-
ment received at the end of
the 2012-13 registration pro-
cess.

Among the religious groups
receiving registered student
organization status are Pres-
byterian Student Fellowship;
Vanderbilt Baptist Campus
Ministries; Vanderbilt Hil-
lel; Wesley/Canterbury Fel-
lowship, a United Methodist
and Episcopal student minis-
try; Commodores for Christ,
a Church of Christ-affiliated
organization; and Society of

Saints Cosmas and Damian,
the Catholic medical school
organization.

More than a dozen other
religious organizations have
said they are unwilling or un-
able to comply with the non-
discrimination policy, includ-
ing Vanderbilt Solidarity, an
11-group coalition that sub-
mitted applications in early
April for registered status
with constitutions containing
faith-based requirements for
leadership in an act of pro-
test against the university’s
all-comers policy.

The policy requires all
registered student organi-
zations to have open mem-
bership and leadership
policies, regardless of race,
gender, sexual orientation
and religion.

see RELIGION page 2
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VIDEO:

Opposition

comes at steep cost

from VIDEO page 1

In an email statement, Vice
Chancellor for Public Affairs
Beth Fortune said it is unfortu-
nate that some students have
misinterpreted the policy.

“As we've repeatedly said, this
debate isn’t about religious free-
dom; it’s about nondiscrimina-
tion, and we believe those princi-
ples are not in conflict,” Fortune
said.

The demonstration is the first
in a series of student-planned
events designed to spread oppo-
sition to the policy. A barbecue
lunch with members of the Board
of Trust and a group prayer over
the board meetings have been
planned for the next two days.

Restore Religious Freedom at
Vanderbilt, a conservative activ-
ist group, has purchased televi-
sion advertisements in both the
Nashville and Memphis markets,
targeting Board of Trust mem-
bers and university donors.

The media pressure comes

NEWS BRIEFS

DINESH D'SOUZA LEC-
TURE: HOW CHRISTIAN-
ITY SHAPED AMERICA
Thursday, 7-8 p.m.

Renowned conservative thinker and Christian apologist Dinesh
D'Souza will be presenting a lecture titled “How Christianity Shaped
America: Religious Liberty and Liberal Intolerance” at Vanderbilt Uni-

versity.

The lecture will be held at 7 p.m. Sarratt Cinema.

In the fall of 2010, Dinesh D'Souza was named the president of
The King's College in New York City. D'Souza brings to King's a distin-
guished 25-year career as a writer, scholar and intellectual. A former
policy analyst in the Reagan White House, D'Souza also served as an
Olin fellow at the American Enterprise Institute as well as a Rishwain
scholar at the Hoover Institution at Stanford.

Called one of the “top young public-policy makers in the country” by
Investor’s Business Daily, D'Souza quickly became a major influence on
public policy through his writings. “llliberal Education,” his first book
publicized the phenomenon of political correctness in America’s col-
leges and universities and was on the best-seller list for 15 weeks.
Subsequent bestsellers include “Ronald Reagan: How an Ordinary Man
Became an Extraordinary Leader,” “The Virtue of Prosperity,” “What's
So Great About America,” “Letters to a Young Conservative,” “What's
So Great About Christianity” and “The Roots of Obama'’s Rage.” His lat-
est work, “Godforsaken,” responds to the problem of evil.

A prolific, writer, persuasive debater and sought-after speaker on
college campuses as well as many other venues, D'Souza has been
named one of America’s most influential conservative thinkers by The

New York Times.

The lecture is open to the public and free of charge, and is spon-
sored by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute and The Vanderbilt

Torch. %
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after a coalition of 11 religious
student groups, calling itself
Vanderbilt Solidarity, submitted
applications in early April for
registered status with constitu-
tions containing faith-based re-
quirements for leadership in an
act of protest against Vander-
bilt’s all-comers policy. *

At least 4,000 MP4 play-

ers were purchased at S8

a player, leading to a total
cost of at least $S32,000. The
players were given out with
headphones and computer
cables.

JUSTIN POPE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

June marks the 40th anniversary
of Title IX, the federal gender-equity
law that has made headlines mostly
on the sports pages. But over the
last decade or so, through a series of
court rulings and more recently con-
troversial guidance published by the
Obama administration, Title IX has
shifted onto a different patch of con-
tentious terrain — sexual assault on
college campuses. It is transforming
how colleges must respond to allega-
tions of sexual violence.

The reasoning: Title IX’s key lan-
guage, running barely 30 words, for-
bids sex-based discrimination that
denies access to educational oppor-
tunity. It’s long established that sex-
ual discrimination and harassment
can create an atmosphere that de-
nies women their right to education.
What’s newer is applying the logic to
even a single episode of sexual as-
sault.

Typically, colleges enjoy wide lee-
way in responding to student mis-
conduct, whether that means using
a disciplinary board to enforce their
own rules or simply punting the mat-
ter to law enforcement. But as Title
IX is now interpreted — and would
be reinforced under a new version
of the Violence Against Women Act
awaiting a Senate vote — colleges
must respond if a sexual assault is
reported, even if prosecutors refuse
to get involved.

Victims’ advocates welcome what
they call an overdue push for col-
leges to take seriously a problem
they’ve long swept under the rug.
The latest Title IX guidance also
requires colleges to train staff, and

WWW.COLOSTATE-PUEBLO.EDU

from RELIGION page 1

“Obviously, we are disap-
pointed that some religious
groups have either not ap-
plied for registered student
status or submitted applica-
tions that do not comply with
the policy. We will continue
our conversations with them
into the next academic year,»
said Provost and Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs
Richard McCarty.

McCarty said unregis-
tered groups can continue to
meet on campus by reserv-
ing space through the Office
of Reservations and Events.
Groups can also use univer-
ity email to communicate
group activites.

According to the state-
ment, Benton Chapel will
continue to be available free
of charge for worship ser-
vices regardless of registered
student organization status.

The wuniversity received

develop and publicize policies to help
sexual assault victims, or risk large
legal judgments. And they must re-
mediate the harm to victims, for in-
stance by providing counseling.

More broadly, these advocates con-
tend Title IX is also reframing the
entire discussion about sexual vio-
lence on campus, away from blam-
ing victims and toward the big issue
at stake: their right to an education.

But Title IX’s expanding role in
campus sexual assault cases has
proved contentious, on a variety of
fronts, even among victims’ advo-
cates.

Virtually all college administra-
tors agree it would be wrong to ig-
nore sexual assault reports, but
some feel unequipped to handle such
cases. Regardless, they face suits
from both sides — under Title IX
for failing to act forcefully enough to
ensure their campuses are safe for
women, and by accused assailants
claiming they were treated unfairly.

It is a fact that some rape allega-
tions are false. How many is hard
to say. University of Massachusetts-
Boston psychologist David Lisak
looked closely at 136 rape allega-
tions reported over 10 years at one
unidentified university in the North-
east and concluded six percent of al-
legations proved demonstrably false.
That was separate from another 45
percent that did not proceed to pros-
ecution or campus disciplinary ac-
tion, either for insufficient evidence
or because the complaint was with-
drawn.

Russlyn Ali, the assistant secre-
tary of education for civil rights, who
signed the “Dear Colleague” letter,
emphasized OCR’s guidance is in-
tended to protect victims and clarify

RELIGION: Benton
to remain available
to all comers

469 submissions from stu-
dent groups seeking regis-
tered student organization
status. Some groups, which
submitted applications with
technical problems that are
expected to be corrected, will
be registered in the coming
days. Although the official
application deadline passed,
the Office of the Dean of Stu-
dents said it will continue to
accept applications into the
summer months.

Registered student organi-
zation status allows groups
to use the Vanderbilt Uni-
versity name to signify their
institutional affiliation, be
eligible to apply for funding
from various institutional
sources, participate in the
university-sponsored stu-
dent organization recruit-
ment fair, and use listservs,
group mail, URLs adminis-
tered by the university and
other resources. *

' On campus, debate over
crvil rights and rape

college administrators’ responsibili-
ties toward them.

“It is not intended to trump the
rights of the accused,” she said.

But there are some who worry
that Title IX rules could force a rush
to judgment. Schools must act im-
mediately to protect alleged victims
even while the case for discipline
takes its course.

Daniel Swinton, director of stu-
dent conduct and academic integrity
at Vanderbilt, says the requirement
colleges take interim steps “makes
us nervous because youre starting
to sanction or hold someone account-
able, at least temporarily, based on
an accusation.”

“What if this is near finals, and
the student is accused, but there’s
not evidence yet he’s guilty? Do you
expel them, have them miss the se-
mester?” said Gwendolyn Jordan
Dungy, executive director of NAS-
PA, a group for student affairs pro-
fessionals. What happens “when you
want to make a judgment about dis-
cipline or removing somebody, you
need more evidence, and you really
don’t have that luxury of an inves-
tigation?”

Another concern: Colleges must
offer victims — and not just the ac-
cused — the right to appeal an unfa-
vorable decision. It’s a right victims
wouldn’t enjoy in criminal courts.

Princeton Provost Christopher
Eisgruber said the policy is the best
way to balance protecting both the
Title IX and due process rights of
students.

“There are in these kinds of pro-
ceedings two different kinds of mis-
takes that can be made,” he said.
“You have to protect against both of
them.” %
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PRINCINE LEWIS
VU NEWS SERVICE

New opportunities for getting fit, play-
ing club sports or holding an indoor var-
sity sports practice will be available to the
Vanderbilt community, pending Board of
Trust approval of the proposed Vanderbilt
recreation center and multipurpose facility.

The board is expected to vote during its
spring meeting April 19-20. The project re-
imagines sports and fitness at Vanderbilt,
moving toward the trend on many college
campuses of combined recreation facilities
that serve students, faculty and staff. The
project will involve enhancing the existing
Student Recreation Center and making it
open to the entire Vanderbilt community as
well as the construction of a multipurpose
facility near the intramural fields along-
side the recreation center.

The multipurpose facility will include an
indoor practice field that can be used for
varsity football, soccer and lacrosse as well
as intramural and club sports teams. An
indoor track — open for use by the univer-
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New Vanderbilt recreation center

and multipurpose facility proposed

sity’s athletic teams and students, faculty
and staff — will also be part of the multi-
purpose facility.

Upgrades to the recreation center include
expanding weight training, cardiovascular
and fitness areas as well as the addition
of a four-lane bowling alley that will both
support the university’s bowling team and
provide a new recreational activity.

Health Plus fitness programs and ser-
vices for faculty and staff will also move
to the expanded recreation center. Cur-
rently, Student Recreation Center and
Health Plus staff are working together
to determine how to best meet the needs
of the Vanderbilt community at the new
center.

The multipurpose facility is expected
to have some impact on the local commu-
nity as well as it will increase the capacity
for some of Vanderbilt’s popular summer
camps for kids used by the Vanderbilt and
Nashville communities. There will also be
limited rental opportunities for the Nash-
ville community, such as the hosting of ma-
jor indoor high school track meets. %
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A rendering of the Student Recreation Center after the newly-proposed $25 mil-
lion renovations.

Open mic for

the environment

KELLY HALOM/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Sophomore Sebastian Lonza playing at Shade Grown, a celebration of Earth Day
put on by Sustainability and Environmental Management Office in The Commons

Center dining hall Wednesday.
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| Crime and punishment:

The neurobiological
roots of modern justice

DAVID F. SALISBURY
VU NEWS SERVICE

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The willing-
ness of people to punish others who lie,
cheat, steal or violate other social norms
even when they weren’t harmed and don’t
stand to benefit personally is a distinctly
human behavior. There is scant evidence
that other animals, even other primates,
behave in this “I punish you because you
harmed him” fashion. Although this be-
havior — called third-party punishment
— has long been institutionalized in hu-
man legal systems and economists have
identified it as one of the key factors that
can explain the exceptional degree of co-
operation that exists in human society, it
is a new subject for neuroscience.

In a paper published online on April 15
by the journal “Nature Neuroscience,” a
pair of neuroscientists from Vanderbilt
and Harvard universities has proposed
the first neurobiological model for third-
party punishment. It outlines a collection
of potential cognitive and brain processes
that evolutionary pressures could have re-
purposed to make this behavior possible.

“The concepts of survival of the fittest or
the selfish gene that the public generally
associates with evolution are incomplete,”
said René Marois, associate professor
of psychology at Vanderbilt, who co-au-
thored the paper with Joshua Buckholtz,
assistant professor of psychology at Har-
vard. “Prosociality — voluntary behav-
ior intended to benefit other people even
when they are not kin — does not neces-
sarily confer genetic benefits directly on
specific individuals but it creates a stable
society that improves the overall survival
of the group’s offspring.”

One of the underlying mental abilities
that allows humans to establish large-
scale cooperation between genetically
unrelated individuals is the capability to
create, transmit and enforce social norms,
widely shared sentiments about what
constitutes appropriate behavior. These
norms take a variety of forms, ranging
from culturally specific standards of be-
havior (such as “thou shall greet an ac-
quaintance of the opposite sex with a kiss
on each cheek”) to universal standards
that vary in strength in different cultures
(such as “thou shalt not commit adultery”)
to universal norms that are so widely held
that that they are codified into laws (such
as “thou shalt not kill”).

The codification of social norms into
laws and the institutionalization of third-
party punishment “is arguably one of the
most important developments in human
culture,” the paper states.

According to the researchers’ model,
which is based on the latest behavioral,
cognitive and neuro-scientific data, third-
party punishment grew out of second-
party punishment and is implemented
by a collection of cognitive processes that

evolved to serve other functions but were
co-opted to make third-party punishment

possible.
In the modern criminal justice system,
judges and jury members — impartial

third-party decision-makers — are tasked
to evaluate the severity of a criminal act,
the mental state of the accused and the
amount of harm done, and then integrate
these evaluations with the applicable le-
gal codes and select the most appropri-
ate punishment from available options.
Based on recent brain mapping studies,
Buckholtz and Marois propose a cascade
of brain events that take place to sup-
port the cognitive processes involved in
third-party punishment decision-making.
Specifically, they have localized these pro-
cesses to five distinct areas in the brain —
two in the frontal cortex, which is involved
in higher mental functions; the amygdala
deep in the brain that is associated with
emotional responses; and two areas in the
back of the brain that are involved in so-
cial evaluation and response selection.

According to Buckholtz and Marois’
model, punishment decisions are pre-
ceded by theevaluation of the actions and
mental intentions of the criminal defen-
dant in a social evaluation network com-
prised of the medial prefrontal cortex and
the temporo-parietal junction.

While it is often assumed that legal de-
cision-making is purely based on rational
thinking, research suggests that much
of the motivation for punishing is driven
by negative emotional responses to the
harm. This signal appears to be generat-
ed in the amygdala, causing people to fac-
tor in their emotional state when making
decisions instead of making solely factual
judgments.

Next, the decision-maker must inte-
grate his or her evaluation of the norm-
violator’s mental state and the amount of
harm with the specific set of punishment
options. The researchers propose that the
medial prefrontal cortex, which is cen-
trally located and has connections to all
the other key areas, acts as a hub that
brings all this information together and
passes it to the dorsolateralprefrontal cor-
tex, where the final decision is made with
the input from another rear-brain area
called the intraparietal sulcus, involved
in selecting the appropriate punishment
response. As such, the DLPFC may be at
the apex of the neural hierarchy involved
in deciding on the appropriate punish-
ments that should be given to specific
norm violations.

This work is the latest contribution
of Vanderbilt researchers to the newly
emerging field of neurolaw and was sup-
ported by the MacArthur Foundation
Research Network on Law and Neurosci-
ence, directed by Owen Jones, New York
Alumni Chancellor’s Chair in Law and
professor of biological sciences at Vander-
bilt.
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Religionkain

CHRIS HONIBALL/ T1HE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Students hand out MP4 players loaded with a six-minute
video expressing disagreement with the university all-

comers policy, which stipulates that leadership in student

groups must be open to all students.
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LETTER

Hostile
takeovers
are
unrealistic

Concerns voiced in new video miss
the point

To the editor:

This week, around 4,000 video players were distributed containing a video voic-
ing opposition to Vanderbilt’s nondiscrimination policy. The video could have
been posted on YouTube and Facebook, and the $32,000 investment could have
been directed toward charity, but the ever-so-benevolent forces against our non-
discrimination policy truly thought that the best course of action was wasteful,
out-of-touch spending. Fine.

What’s not fine is the content of the video — specifically the illogical and con-
spiratorial claim that the policy endangers religious groups at the leadership level.
Opponents of the nondiscrimination policy suggest repeatedly in the video a sce-
nario in which an individual in disagreement with a religious organization could
join, rise to the presidency and then “disband” it. Or maybe the individual chooses
to disband it after reaching the presidency. Either way, a hostile takeover seems to
be the greatest threat of the policy.

Allow me to entertain the absurd hypothetical that the president of an organiza-
tion I took part in tried to disband it. What would I do? I certainly wouldn’t get out
my sackcloth and gnash my teeth; I'd get the fool impeached. The idea has been
either understated or overlooked, but I would be able to do that regardless of his
or her religious beliefs. I would be able to do that whether or not were a religious
organization. I would be able to do that whether or not we had this nondiscrimina-
tion policy.

The hostile takeover scenario is not restricted to religious organizations. Then
again, it’s a ridiculous scenario to begin with. I would hope that a group capable
of mobilizing students, alumni donors, professors and a former head of Vanderbilt
admissions could find a way to impeach a bad egg and keep itself together. Put
simply, the argument that the nondiscrimination policy will result in hostile take-
overs doesn’t hold water.

If you’re going to argue against the policy on ideological grounds, that’s one
thing. Just don’t spread propaganda suggesting that the Vanderbilt administration
is home to the four horsemen of the student organization apocalypse.

Bryann DaSilva
Arts & Science 2012

Lessons of experience

Reflections of a young
Conservative leader

STEPHEN SIAO
COLUMNIST

Three years ago, as I was preparing to gradu-
ate high school, I told myself that I would leave
politics behind. My last two years had been ded-
icated day and night to political causes — from
the Teenage Republicans to Model United Na-
tions. Little did I know, less than a year later,
I would be thrust right back in the middle of it.

As I was finishing my freshman year at
Vanderbilt, I had no idea that I would be asked
to run for president of the Vanderbilt College
Republicans. I resisted — a lot. Eventually,
I was convinced. And, somehow, I won. Last
spring, at the urging of a good friend and fel-
low chapter chair, against all my better senses,
I agreed to challenge the incumbent for the po-
sition of state chairman of the Tennessee Col-
lege Republican Committee. After a grueling
campaign, by another miraculous act, I won.
Neither group had much organizational struc-
ture, money, or support — little did I know that
all my time from that day forward would be
dedicated to the conservative cause.

In the past two years leading both organi-
zations, however, I have learned a great deal.
While we have come a long way, we still have a
long road ahead. Our generation is still head-
over-heels for Obama, we feel more entitled
today than ever before and we have less ap-
preciation for our exceptional nation than at
any time in our history.

Just in the past few months, we have wit-
nessed on our campus what bad policy can do.
The struggle for religious freedom here, how-
ever, is merely an example of the greater debate
concerning religious freedom. And, while we
have grown the Vanderbilt College Republicans
to one of the largest organizations on campus,
we still have a lot of work left to do.

November is right around the corner and

there is no election more critical to our genera-
tion’s future than the forthcoming one. A recent
survey conducted by Harvard University found
that less than half of my generation believes
that the American dream is still personally at-
tainable for them. The time is now.

Russell Kirk once said that if you want to un-
derstand why today’s policies are they way they
are you have to look at the factors that influ-
enced them 30 years ago. If we look at what was
influencing Obama then, the path he is pursu-
ing should not be a surprise. In 30 years, our
generation will be calling the shots. In order to
ensure an exceptional America for tomorrow, we
must start today; we must start now.

The struggle for religious
freedom here is merely
an example of the great-
er debate concerning
religious freedom. And,
while we have grown the
Vanderbilt College Re-
publicans to one of the
largest organizations on
campus, we still have a
lot of work left to do.

While I learned all these things, I learned the
most about myself. My few strengths. My many
flaws. My dear friends. My merciful and faithful
God. What I came to realize just several weeks
ago is that there are some things that matter
and some things that don’t. I've lost sight of the
important things a time or two (or a hundred),
but as I prepare to end my final term as presi-
dent of the Vanderbilt College Republicans, all I
can say is, to all who made everything possible,
from the bottom of my heart, thank you.

—Stephen Siao is a junior in the College of
Arts and Science, and outgoing president of
the Vanderbilt College Republicans. He can

be reached at stephen.h.siao@uanderbilt.edu.
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sidevandy.com. Letters
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from a Vanderbilt e-
mail address where the
identity of the sender is
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tion, all letters must be
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The editor reserves the
right to edit and con-
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length as well as clarity.

Lengthy letters that
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fecting students may
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guest column at the

editor’s discretion.

All submissions be-
come the property of
The Hustler and must
conform to the legal
standards of Vanderbilt
Student  Communica-
tions, of which The Hus-
tler is a division.
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My favorite holiday

'This 4/20, protest the war on
drugs with Young Americans

for Liberty

KENNY TAN
COLUMNIST

Recent surveys have shown that a major-
ity of Americans now favor the legalization of
marijuana. It is becoming clearer every day
that the war on drugs has failed. But the fed-
eral government continues to raid dispensa-
ries of medical marijuana in states that have
legalized its use, and since 2006, over 40,000
individuals have been killed in Mexico as a re-
sult of the drug war.

To protest the drug war and raise aware-
ness of its failures, Young Americans for
Liberty, Vanderbilt’s official libertarian
student organization, will be hosting a “4/20
Bake Sale” on Rand Wall from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Friday, April 20.

As president of the YAL chapter at
Vanderbilt, I want to explain some of the
reasons why this issue is important to us.

In a free society, individuals should be
able to make their own choices about their
own bodies. We believe that individuals
have the right to consume, smoke or drink
any substance as long as their resulting
actions do not harm another individual who
does not wish to be harmed. But regardless
of their initial intentions or motives, those
individuals who choose to exercise this
right must also take full responsibility for
the choices that they make while under the
influence of any substances, including any
actions that cause injury or death to another
individual.

In direct contradiction to libertarian
principles is the war on drugs that has been
ongoing in America since alcohol prohibi-
tion, between 1920 and 1933. Since 1971,
the war has been focused on the prohibition
of a wide range of illegal substances includ-
ing marijuana.

During these periods of prohibition, the
statistics gathered clearly indicate that
homicide rates and police enforcement costs
have increased as a result of the drug war.
A simple economic analysis shows that
whenever a consumer good is prohibited, a
black market will result in order to meet de-
mand with supply. However, a black market
lacks both a legal system and assurances
of product quality, often becoming a
dangerous trade.

This is exactly what has happened in the
U.S. and in almost all countries in the world
that have prohibitionist drug policies. Prohibi-
tion has made it extremely profitable for major
drug cartels to traffic drugs into the U.S.,
while causing unnecessary violence and death
to innocent bystanders and law enforcement
officers.

To further educate members of the Vander-
bilt community about this issue, Young
Americans for Liberty will also be hosting
guest speaker Radley Balko on Monday, April
23, who will discuss the collateral damage
from America’s ongoing drug war. His lecture
will be hosted in Buttrick 206 at 6:30 p.m.

America’s century long war on drugs has
cost hundreds of billions of dollars and left a
catastrophic trail of damage in its wake. There
is no area of public policy — or even our pub-
lic and private lives — that it hasn’t impacted.
And yet, illicit drugs are as easy to obtain to-
day as they were in the early 1900s, as they
were in the 1960s, and as they were in the
1980s. Radley Balko will survey the damage:
from the tens of thousands of homicides in just
a few years in Mexico and poisoning of the land
in South America to the damage wrought here
at home, including the corruption and mili-
tarization of police; the erosion of the Fourth
Amendment; and the destruction of the doctor-
patient relationship and handicapping of pal-
liative care.

Balko is a senior writer and investigative re-
porter for The Huffington Post. Previously, he
was a senior editor at Reason magazine and a
policy analyst for the Cato Institute, special-
izing in vice and civil liberties issues.

—Kenny Tan is a sophomore in the College of
Arts and Science. He can be reached at kenny.
tan@uanderbilt.edu.

COLUMN

Eggs before marriage

A first-year experience

JESSE JONES
COLUMNIST

My name is Brandi Boyle, first-year
undecided major, and I'm happy to be
writing for The Hustler, like my big sis-
ter Frannie! Anyways, I just wanted to
share some of my observations of Vander-
bilt campus life, from my perspective as a
sweet, down-to-earth southern chicken.

I love Vanderbilt! Everyone was so
friendly to me on move-in day, and I got
involved right away in two great stu-
dent organizations, SPEAR and VIVA.

I grew up on a friendly family farm,
so I was unaware of the brutal practices
of America’s food industry until I saw a
SPEAR screening of the documentary
“Food, Inc.” It was a real eye-opener,
and with VIVA, I helped hand out fli-
ers to expose factory farms’ despicable
practices. As chickens, it’s often our lot
in life to end up on someone’s dinner
plate, but something must be done for
our brothers and sisters! Have we for-
gotten our poultry-umanity?

I was valedictorian of my high
school class, so I'm no rusty saw —
but the academics here can be over-
whelming. And Nashville is so big!
Sometimes I lie awake at night, and
I feel my precious beak just to make
sure it’s still attached and this isn’t
some factory-farm nightmare.

Adjusting to the fast-paced social
scene at Vanderbilt was also discom-
forting. One night early on, I went out
to a frat party with all the good south-
ern chicks from my hall. I thought the
party was going to be fun, but some-
thing about the situation just wasn’t
right. As soon as I started dancing
to the music, this rooster came up
behind me, started touching me on
the tail and whispering in my ear-
holes. He said his name was Romeo.
My chicken brain began to race, and

when it hit me, I let out a loud cluck!

He wanted to have eggs before mar-
riage!

I twisted my neck from side to side,
surveying the scene I'd created. Ev-
eryone was looking at me, and I felt so
embarrassed. But in truth, it was my
“friends” who should have been ashamed
of themselves. One by one, I saw them
pairing off and leaving the party with
those roosters, to do undoubtedly un-
speakable things back in the hay-sack. I
was so wrong about those chicks!

Where I'm from, this level of licen-
tiousness would have been unaccept-
able. At my Christian high school, we
learned well 1 Corinthians 7:2: “Since
there is so much immorality, each
man should have his own wife, and
each woman her own husband.” But
we didn’t learn so much about birth
control. So it broke my heart when my
best friend got egg-nant only to have
her rooster fly the coop. She wasn’t a
bad chick at all; she’d just made a poor
choice in a weak moment. Her trag-
edy taught me that the social stigma
against pre-marital eggs is there to
protect us. It’s not fair that we have
to bear the eggs and the roosters get
off scot-free, but I guess that’s just the
way the good Lord made us.

I stand and declare: I am a chicken,
but I am no fraidy-cat, so I won’t cave
into the peer pressure of Vanderbilt’s
“hook-up culture.” I'll save myself for
a decent Christian rooster who will
take me as his lawfully-wedded chick-
en before he asks for eggs. He may not
be here right now, but when I look up
at the stars at night, I just know he’s
out there, somewhere.

As a chicken, I think. Therefore, I
am in a fairy tale. It follows logically
that one day my prince will come.

And to any other lost chickens out
there, I say this: Don’t just scratch
around for shiny baubles. Be satisfied
in your own coat of many feathers.

—-dJesse Jones is a senior in the College
of Arts and Science. He can be reached
at jesse.g.jones@uanderbilt.edu.

On-Line Registration
for Summer 2012

At Vanderbilt on YES

For more information:
www.vanderbilt.edu/summersessions
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BACKSTAGE PASS

Rites and (wrongs) of Spring

As one of the biggest weekends of the school year, Rites of Spring also requires the largest

amount of preparation in order to insure that everyone gets the most out of their experience.

Here, the Life section offers their handy tips and tricks from over the years to get you safely

through the weekend.

KRISTEN WEBB
LIFE EDITOR

Prepare for the worst

Although no one wants to admit it, if there’s
something that can go wrong this weekend, it
probably will. For the past several years, Rites
of Spring has been accompanied by torrential
downpours — and even a tornado on the Friday
night of last year’s show. While this won’t stop
the show, make sure you’re not wearing your
best (and maybe even bring a poncho) so that you
can get drenched in rain and the very likely can
of beer without ruining your new sundress.

Make new friends

Like we said, Rites is the biggest weekend of
the year, and that means more (probably heavily
intoxicated) people crammed on to Alumni Lawn
than you ever thought was possible. It’s almost
inevitable that you’ll lose your group of friends,
so either have a backup plan for meeting back
up with them or stay open to the idea of meeting
people around you to share in the moments.

Party hard, but smart

Those over the age of 21 will be allowed to bring
six cans of beer with them to the show, so alco-
hol is obviously going to be flowing abundantly.
However, Rites weekend also traditionally has
the highest rate of emergency hospital visits of
the year, so watch out for warning signs of alco-
hol poisoning in your friends to ensure that ev-
eryone involved can actually stay for the show.

Broaden your musical horizons

Just because you haven’t heard of a band
doesn’t mean they won’t be the best live band
you've ever seen. Try to check out some of each
artist’s music before the shows on Friday and
Saturday and get an idea for what you might
want to see in more detail.

Enjoy the show

This may seem like the most obvious of our
tips, but it’s often easy to forget that the point of
the weekend is to de-stress before finals. Vander-
bilt Programming Board worked hard to make
sure that the bands playing were not only ac-
claimed, but acclaimed for their live shows, so
grab a chair, post up, and take 48 hours to pre-
tend that there isn’t a 10-page paper waiting for
you at the end of it.

Battle of the Bands
7:10 The Bandoliers
7:30 Archive Nights
7:90 Caity Quinlan
8:10 Best Friend
8:30 Lockwood Barr
8:50 Marquee Mayfield
9:10 The Birchtree Band
9:30 Oh Stereo

Rites of Spring: Day 1

5:30 Gates open

5:50-6:10 Battle of the Bands Winner
6:30-7:05 Beaker Street Blues
7:25-8:10 Gloriana

8:30-9:30 Fitz and the Tantrums

10:00-12:00 Mutemath

Rites of Spring: Day 2

3:00 pm Gates open

3:30-3:50 Battle of the Bands Winner
4:10-4:40 Friendly Savages
5:00-5:30 Chancellor Warhol
5:50-6:20 Tyler Hilton

6:40-7:15 Caitlin Rose

7:35-8:10 Reptar

8:30-9:05  Wick-It the Instigator

9:25-10:25 Sleigh Bells
10:35-12:05 Wiz Khalifa

1: Stage

2: Artist merchandise

3: Rites of Spring merchandise
4: Entrance

5: Food tent (see right)

6: Port-a-Potties

1: Audience area

8: Food truck 1 (see right)

9: Food truck 2 (see right)

Note: there will be only one en-
trance to Rites.

Items allowed:

Two factory sealed water bottles,
chairs, blankets, purses/bags,
packbacks, up to 6 12 ounce cans
of beer per person 21 years of
age or older.

Items NOT allowed:

weapons, fireworks, illegal
substances, glass containers,
umbrellas, video cameras, hula
hoops, frisbees, pets, food/drink

Food tent:

This year's food tent will feature
options from Vanderbilt Dining,
Chick-fil-A, Krispy Kreme, Roma
Pizza and Pasta and Ben and
Jerry's.

The Grilled Cheeserie and YaYo's
0.M.G (Original Mexican Gour-
met) will be this year’s featured
food trucks on Alumni Lawn as
well.

MUTEMATH: Music in the moment

from MIUTEMIATH page 1

VH: But you guys have moved way past
that just sampling phase. Other than the
obvious Grammy nomination, you've been a
part of big soundtracks like Transformers
and Twilight. How has that affected your
audience and the way your music is pro-
duced?

PM: It’s funny, there’s always some guy
in the middle of the show that yells out a
request, ‘Hey, play Transformers!” So that’s
become an interesting part of what hap-
pens in our audience. And we never play
that song either, it was obviously just a stu-
dio thing we do. I'm not even sure it’s pos-
sible to play it live either. But it’s always a
guy that shouts it out, and then you look
over and see the girls sign like, geez, please
don’t play that song.

Other than that, our M.O. for when we

song. I love old James Brown live record-
ings, or some of our favorite bands like
Stevie Wonder and the Police did it a lot,
where you let the song become something
new or go places with it. You don’t butcher
the song to be unrecognizable and some
artists do that, but we don’t try to go that
far. It is nice to let the song grow when it’s
in a live medium. I think it’s been a very
enjoyable part of being in the group.

VH: Obviously Rites is an outside show.
How are festivals and big shows like that
different than something you would do
with just you performing?

PM: Well hopefully there’s no differ-
ence. We certainly try to not let any dif-
ference creep into our mental states. Ob-
viously yeah, it’s a different atmosphere.
We'’re outside, most of our shows aren’t, so

get in front of an audience is just kind of hopefully it doesn’t rain.

press down hard on the gas pedal and hope

that something exciting happens within the
music. It’s what happens in the rehearsal
space, and you hope that moments just
surface and we create music around that.
We try and create that environment in the
show too, and it’s a lot of fun for the people
around it.

VH: How would you say all your different
influences affect the way you do live shows?
PM: Everyone just plays. For us, it’s not
about recreating exactly how we record a

VH: Is there anything you guys expect
from the audience at the show?

PM: Hopefully we just expect them to be
there. If there’s an audience, we’re happy.
We’re happily there.

VH: Do you have anything else you might
want people to know before the show, maybe
if they’re not as familiar with your music?

PM: Even if it rains, you should be there,
because that will just make the show that
much better. You'd think rain would be a

deterrent, but it actually makes things a lot
more interesting.

VH: How so?

PM: Well there’s nothing like perform-
ing a show on a big Slip ‘N Slide. With the
threat of lightning and everything possi-
bly collapsing, we've been a part of a few of
those shows actually. On a serious note, be-
fore I tank this whole sentence, I'm about to
backpedal everything I just said. Actually

CLAIRE VOGEL/ rHoTO PROVIDED

Frontman Paul Meany spoke with The

Hustler about his experiences with the
band. MUTEMATH will headline Rites
on Friday evening.

we don’t want bad weather because there’s
been a bad stretch of unfortunate things
happening. Let’s just hope for a beautiful,
uneventful day and we’ll put on a great
show for you guys.
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Battle of the

1909

Bands preview

The Life staff caught up with three of the Battle of the Bands groups
made up of Vanderbilt students to prepare for Thursday’s event.

KELLY HALOM
STAFF REPORTER

MURPHY BYRNE/ VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Sarah Lockwood Barr
on Lockwood Barr

Hustler: How long have you been per-
forming?

Sarah Barr: I've been performing as
a songwriter and recording artist for
five years now.

Hustler: Who are your band’s biggest
musical influences?

Sarah Barr: Sheryl Crow, Queen,
Dave Matthews Band, Alison
Krauss, Dixie Chicks, The Corrs

Hustler: What’s the biggest gig you
have played to date?

Sarah Barr: I was the opening act
for folk singer Anne Hills back in
high school, and I also headlined
19 Broadway in Fairfax, Calif. in
December. I'm looking forward
to some bigger shows in NYC this
summer.

Hustler: What separates your band
from the others?

Sarah Barr: We are versatile, and
we all have different musical back-
grounds and training. Rehearsal is
always a party. We have a great time
together, so all of our styles pour into
the arrangements and how the music
is presented on stage.

Barrett Jacques
on The Birchtree Band

Hustler: How long has your band been playing together?

Barrett Jacques: Two years.

Hustler: Who are your band’s biggest musical influences?

Barrett Jacques Ryans Adams, Counting Crows, Third
Eye Blind

Hustler: What’s the biggest gig you have played to date?

Barrett Jacques Opened for Mockingbird Sun at Exit/

In last April.
Hustler: What separates your band from the others?

fessional that will be playing.

Barrett Jacques We love to play our music together and
take that very seriously. We think we’re the most pro-

BECK FRIEDMANY/ \ANDERBILT HUSTLER

WAV A VAV A VY AY A YA Y

NELSON HUA/ VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Jacob Boshart
on the Archive Nights

Hustler: How long have you been
performing?

Jake Boshart: Two years.

Hustler: Who are your band’s big-
gest musical influences?

Jake Boshart: Our biggest musical
influences right now are Jimmy Eat
World and Coheed and Cambria.

Hustler: What’s the biggest gig you
have played to date?

Jake Boshart: On campus, we played
at a charity event at DKE, which had
over 100 people in attendance. Off

campus, we’ve played shows at the
Rutledge and The End, both of which
have illustrious musical legacies.

Hustler: What separates your band
from others?

Jake Boshart: One of the best things
about this year’s competition is the
variety of acts. Everyone has a re-
ally unique sound. One of our core
competencies lies in our energy on-
stage. We love the music we play,
and we try to let that show when we
play. We believe that this energy
will be infectious to the Battle of
the Bands crowd, and that our awe-
some fans will respond in kind.

ARCUND,
THE: LOPP,

WHAT ARE YOU MOST
LOOKING FORWARD TO FOR
RITES?

WILL MACMILLAN
BRITTANY MATTHEWS
STAFF REPORTERS

“‘I'm most excited for Wiz, because
he's the only person | know.”
— Reggie Ford, junior

“I'm excited about everyone. It's
my last Rites so | have to make it
count.”

— Dexter Daniels, senior

“I'm not going, I'll be studying for
exams.”
— Jahmel MclIntosh, freshman

“I'm looking forward to having fun
before the stress of finals.”
— Deanna Salah, sophomore

“Honestly | don't even know if I'm
going to go but usually it's the
food.”

— Danielle Smith

“I'm looking forward to Wiz Khalifa,
and the crawfish boils will be
pretty interesting.”

— Jesse Golomb, freshman

“I'm looking forward to being with
the entire student body in a con-
cert setting. And Mutemath is one
of my favorite live bands.”

— Victoria Mitchell, freshman

“I'm definitely going to Rites. I'm
most excited about Gloriana.”
— Katie Sanchez, senior

TURN YOUR
UNWANTED
FURNITURE
INTO CASH!

o % remix furniture
W@ consignment

615-736-7515

WWW.REMIXFURNITURESTORE.COM

1004 8th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37203

NT Yeemaw!

Bring your hard working attitude and your kickin’ personality
to the Real American Roadhouse!

If you're looking for a great place to work where blue jeans and t-shirts
are the uniform and Yeehaw! (Having fun) is part of the job description
then you need to talk to us!

Logan'’s has exciting hourly team member opportunities in every one of our kickin’
locations across America. If you are a student you can work flexible schedules and
transfer your job if you go home for the summers. (Based on location availability)

Want to grow into a salaried management position? Logan’s actively
recruits and develops candidates with prior hourly restaurant experience.
Our management salaries are above industry standard and we offer
monthly bonuses as well!

Please Apply Online. We are hiring today!
www.logansroadhousejobs.com

Logan’s Roadhouse is an equal opportunity employer
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In the right hands: Corbins integral role
in Franklins recruiting q%rts

GEORGE BARCLAY
SPORTS REPORTER

It may not make the ESPN
highlight reels, but camara-
derie between coaches is an
essential part of collegiate ath-
letics. In an era where recruit-
ing has become more competi-
tive than ever before, colleges
and universities all across the
United States are trying to
separate themselves from one
another as they look to attract
high school athletes. One of the
key methods used by NCAA
athletic programs in this pur-
suit has been coaches helping
one another recruit players,
regardless of their respective
sports.

Vanderbilt University is no
exception to this trend. Since
the hiring of head football
coach James Franklin in De-
cember of 2010, the Commo-
dore Athletic Department has
given him every possible re-
source to help him sign play-
ers. Of these resources, one of
the most beneficial for Frank-
lin has been head baseball
coach Tim Corbin.

Since his arrival at Vander-
bilt in 2003, Corbin has helped
turn the Commodores into one
of the most respected baseball
teams in the country. With his
cool, calm and calculated ap-
proach to the game, Corbin suc-
cessfully recruited and helped
develop well-known Major
League players such as David
Price, Pedro Alvarez and Mike
Minor. Just last year, Corbin

brought Vanderbilt to the Col-
lege World Series for the first
time in school history and set
a Southeastern Conference
record when 12 of his play-
ers were selected in the 2011
MLB Draft.

The first indication of
Franklin’s connection with
Corbin came during his Sign-
ing Day press conference on
Feb. 1.

“That’s my guy. Corbin
is my guy. He’s my homie,”
Franklin said about his re-
lationship with Corbin. “He’s
been an unbelievable mentor
since I’'ve arrived on campus
and he’s been very involved.”

For Franklin, the common
ground he and Corbin share
has helped make their friend-
ship work so effectively.

“We’re very similar in a lot
of ways. We're both aggres-
sive guys. We're both passion-
ate about what we do. We both
emphasize communication
and building relationships,”
he said. “He’s just been a nat-
ural resource for me to lean
on, to ask questions and to
bounce some ideas off of.”

Yet, most of all, it is the emo-
tional support of Corbin that
Franklin has found to be the
most fulfilling.

“He’s someone who you can
talk to besides your wife that
gets it, and that you can talk
freely with and be able to
vent,” he said. “A lot of times
you just need somebody to
reinforce what you already
know and I think we do that

for each other.”

In just one year, Corbin’s im-
pact on Franklin has paid tre-
mendous dividends. After hav-
ing to scramble last year to find
recruits, Franklin was able to
seek out players on the same
timetable as other coaches and
the result was the best football
recruiting class in school his-
tory. And while Franklin trav-
eled the country and battled
negative recruiting campaigns

from rival schools, Corbin was
there every step of the way to
lend his services.

The bond between Franklin
and Corbin has major implica-
tions on the future of Vander-
bilt Athletics. Not only has the
duo’s collaborative recruiting
efforts helped produced nation-
al interest in the school, but it
has also helped foster friend-
ship between athletes. In light
of the approaching rebuilding
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process for the men’s basket-
ball team, Vanderbilt will look
to its football and baseball pro-
grams to set the standard like
never before. From the look of
things, this standard grows
higher and higher every day
as Franklin and Corbin’s re-
lationship demonstrates that
recruiting and companionship
go hand in hand across sports,
even if the two games couldn’t
be more different. *

Connors’ impressive senior
campaign buoyed by position switch

ERIN DUGAN
SPORTS REPORTER

Senior forward Kacie Connors has
stepped out and stepped up this year after
the graduation of some of the team’s key of-
fensive players in the 2011 class.

The women’s lacrosse season started out
with a historic win over Duke, and Connors
played a pivotal role in moving the Commo-
dores to a national ranking as high as No. 7
in the early part of the year.

Connors, a Pennsylvania native, has 16
goals and nine assists on the season thus
far. To put her achievements in perspective,
she tallied three goals total in her junior
season.

As the season progressed, the toughness
of the American Lacrosse Conference called
for a new offensive strategy, facilitating her
move from midfield to attack.

Connors attributes much of her success
this year to her recent position change.

“It makes a complete difference playing
strictly attack. I can tell you from the be-
ginning of this year, I would have about one
goal per game, maybe,” Connors said. “But,
just not running that extra 60 yards back-
and-forth and then just having the ball in
transition, it changes the way you play.”

Senior teammate Ally Carey spoke posi-
tively about Connors’ position switch as
well.

“As a middy, it takes a lot of energy to play
both sides,” Carey said. “Kacie is great at
looking for feeds and great at creating op-
tions. She has the energy and the time now
to find those openings and to really lead our
offense into a better scoring option.”

A much better scoring option.

“She had a big turnaround right away for
us, and it proved to be a good change,” said
head coach Cathy Swezey. “The thing about
Kacie is, whenever she has the ball, she
looks like a threat. When she moves with
the ball, people have to play her.”

Connors has had a number of notable
achievements this year, including being
named ALC Offensive Player of the Week
on April 2 after her performances against
New Hampshire and Johns Hopkins. She
totaled three goals and two assists against
New Hampshire, and that same week, Con-

-
Jo

=

i
.pt

w.

nors helped open the door to a Commodore
victory over conference rival Johns Hopkins
by scoring four goals and contributing two
more assists.

But her contributions extend beyond the
box score.

Connors’ veteran leadership and consis-
tent composure have proven to be a steady-
ing force for the team both on and off the
field. Swezey believes that Connors’ charac-
ter and attitude have factored into her suc-
cess in this sport.

“She has an unwavering sense of self)”
Swezey said. “She doesn’t get overly riled
up, and she doesn’t get down about her play
either. She is just a very level-headed, calm
player, which I respect a lot.”

But Swezey warned not to be fooled by
Connors’ quiet demeanor.

“The thing you may not realize about her
because of her soft-spokenness is that she is
extremely competitive, and every time she
is on the field, she is fighting as hard as she
can to win.”

Connors’ twin sister Kelly also starts for
the Commodores.

“Kelly and I always went to our older
sisters’ games ever since we were babies,”
Connors said. “At halftime, we were always
the ball girls, and we grew up going every
weekend, every Friday and Saturday night,
to older siblings games.”

She continued, “Sports are our life.”

The Connors and the remainder of the
team’s graduating senior class will be rec-
ognized before their last regular season
game against Jacksonville at home on Sat-
urday, April 22. %

P

BECK FRIEDMANY/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

KACIE CONNORS

* SENIOR ATTACKER

* MOVED FROM MID-
FIELDER MIDWAY THROUGH
2012 SEASON

* NAMED ALC PLAYER OF
THE WEEK ON APRIL 2

* 14 GAMES STARTED
* 16 GOALS
* 9 ASSISTS

* 78.4 SHOT-ON-GOAL
PERCENTAGE
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Commodores roll into
Tuscaloosa for series

SAUNDERS MCELROY
SPORTS REPORTER

Riding an important series win
at home against Auburn and a mid-
week victory against Middle Ten-
nessee State, the Vanderbilt Com-
modores baseball team travels to
Tuscaloosa this weekend to face
Alabama.

While both teams find themselves
at the bottom of their respective
divisions, Alabama and Vanderbilt
still stand a shot to finish the sea-
son in the top 10 in the conference,
looking to benefit from the rule
change that is new to this year ex-
tending the tournament from eight
to 10 teams.

Still, to do that both the Crimson
Tide and the Commodores will have
to finish the season strong, and each
team will be looking to for big wins
this weekend. With their win at
home on Tuesday, Vanderbilt moved
to within three games of .500, the
closest they have been since the
fifth game of the season.

While Alabama (13-23,
Southeastern Conference),

4-11
much
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like Vanderbilt, has struggled with
the bats so far this season, the
Crimson Tide have a couple bright
spots in their lineup that Com-
modore pitching will have to work
around. Freshman catcher Ben
Moore has been outstanding in his
rookie season, batting cleanup for
the Tide and so far hitting .347 in
SEC play — good enough for ninth
in the conference.

Leading off Alabama’s lineup is
center fielder Taylor Dugas, who
ranks seventh in the conference in
on base percentage at a clip of .458.
Shortstop Jared Reaves is also a
threat, batting .322 for the year.
While much of their success has not
translated to the rest of their lineup,
which is batting just .246 overall in
SEC games, these players alone can
cause serious damage, and if other
parts of the lineup start to contrib-
ute, this team can start scoring
runs in bunches. It will be key for
Vanderbilt to shut down these stars
from the first pitch.

Charged with the challenge of
facing this Crimson Tide lineup
on Friday will be right hander T.dJ.
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Pecoraro (0-0), who, after earning
a no decision last week against Au-
burn, will be making just his second
start of the season since undergo-
ing elbow surgery last June. Satur-
day they will send freshman Tyler
Beede (1-4) to the mound, who will
look to improve on his less than stel-
lar 4.53 ERA. Closing out the series
will be southpaw sophomore Kevin
Ziomek (2-6), making just his sec-
ond Sunday start of the season after
winning the rubber match against
Auburn last weekend.

The Vanderbilt hitters are led
into the weekend by catcher Spen-
cer Navin and second baseman
Anthony Gomez, who have reached
base in 17 and 16 consecutive
games, respectively. Gomez also
will carry a nine game hit streak to
Tuscaloosa, batting an outstanding
463 during the stretch. If these two
can stay hot and get contributions
from other parts of the lineup, look
for the Commodore bats to take ad-
vantage of Alabama’s pitching staff,
which holds a 5.21 ERA in confer-
ence games, good for last place in
the conference. %

| Around the bubble

Balcomb remarks on Lady Vols head coach

Pat Summitt’s retirement announcement

BECK FRIEDMANY/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Legendary University of Tennessee women’s basketball coach Pat
Summitt announced on Wednesday that she will resign from her post
after 38 years. “Without Pat, I really don’t know where women’s bas-
ketball would be today,” said Vanderbilt women’s head basketball coach
Melanie Balcom. “The impact she has had on the game itself is immea-
surable and her influence on so many people connected with the game
has been even greater.” %

Vanderbilt tennis prepares for trip to
Southeastern Conference Championships

JAMES TATUMY/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER
The women’s tennis team earned the fifth seed at the Southeastern
Conference tournament, held in Oxford, Miss. this weekend while the
men’s team will play in Starkville, Miss. as the ninth overall seed. The
The men will face 8-seed LSU in the opening round of the tournament
on April 19, with the winner advancing to face top-seeded Kentucky in
the quarterfinals on Friday April 20. The women open play with 12-
seed Mississippi State April 19. The winner of that match will take on
4-seed hosts Ole Miss on April 20. %

e The chance to star in the national

INPEARY

SNAC YOUR DREAM JOB

AT NASHVILLE'S HOTTEST NEW SPORTS RESTAURANT

) APPLY NOW!

ENJOY PERKS LIKE:
e A Fun work environment
® Amazing tips

2013 Twin Peaks Calendar

OPENING SOON!

1634 GALLERIA BLVD, BRENTWOOD, TN 37027
www.facebook.com/TwinPeaksCoolSprings

e Flexible school scheduling

e Employee contests to win shopping
sprees and vacations

e Tanning and Fitness packages
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Attention members of the Classes of 2012 and 2013:

IS THERE A NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP
IN YOUR FUTURE?

Depending UPON your interests and academic record, YOU mMay be a
good candidate for nationally competitive scholarships for post-graduate
study and travel. As deadlines for the most well-known programs are in early Sep-
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Vanderbilt Medical Cenler

tage of instant savings c onthiy service pi:

tember, the time to discuss these options is NOW.
Students interested in a year of study, research, or teaching throughout the world
will want to look at the FuIbright program. Programs such as the Marshall
support graduate study at any institution in the United Kingdom. The emphasis of
Mitchell is study in Ireland, while Churchill (study at Cambridge University,
UK) and DAAD (research and study in Germany) fund outstanding students in the
fields of Math, Science and Engineering.

Email the Office of Honor Scholarships at ohs@vanderbilt.edu before the end
of Spring term to learn about these and other opportunities that may be a
good fit for your interests. Also visit our website at ohs.vanderbilt.edu

Sludenis Save

.:y on select regularly priced
mn:rm‘m} serwce plans.
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Employees Save

ﬂ on sefect regularly priced
monthly service plans.

The Vanderbilt Campus Sprint Store

1500 215t Ave S
MNashville, TN 37212
Phone: 615-216-7344

Call: 866-853-4931
Click: its.vanderbilt.edu/sprint
Go: sprint.com/storelocator

=) “FE==m THROWBACK THURSDAYS

College students receive $5 General Admission ficket with college ID or Taco Bells receipt.

Every Thursday
Home Game (7:05PM)
Gates open at 6:05PM

April 19th July 12th
May 3rd July 19th
May 10th July 26th
June 14th August 16th
June 21st August 30th

Employees, Reference Discount Code: GAUNV_VRB_ZZZ
Students, Reference Discount Code: GAUNV_VRB_ZST
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NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS

CAMPUS LIFE COME TOGETHER

WEST END

LY GRAND

)

Just steps away from Vanderbuilt University is luxury that you can call home. 20 & Grand offers: oD /"a‘ev
"
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* Spacious one & two bedroom floorplans * Reserved covered parking 615.327.1377 Qe f
* Full-size washer/dryers * State-of-the-art 24-hour fitness facility Neee CRAND AVINGE 20&GRAND @ &
* Huge closets * Controlled access entrances & visitor entry system Grand Ave

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE L\

* Dual phone lines & cable-ready outlets * Onsite management & 24-hour maintenance INFO(@TWENTY-GRAND.COM
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