
V A N D E R B L T U N V E R 

FEDERAL GRANT ON CAMPUS VIOLENCE 

New programs promote education, service 

I
n November of 1999, Vanderbil t 
and its Violence Against Women 
Task Force received $435,000 from 
the U.S. Department of justice to 

target the problem of violence against 
women on campus. This fall, staff 
and faculty members are eager 
to implement a variety of pro
grams designed to educate 
students, faculty and staff 
about this widespread 
problem. 

Program organizers will 
address the issues of stalk
ing, elating violence, and 
sexual assault with all 
incoming freshmen at the 
mandatory Residential 
Life Series. The men's 
sessions are scheduled 
for September 5th and 
6th and the women's 
sessions are scheduled 
for September ll th and 
14th. 

Sandra Harrell , coor-

will train the students to make presenta
tions o n date rape , stalking and relation
ship violence. 

Peer educators will first give their 
presentations on the Vanderbilt campus 
and may later branch out to local high 

schools. Organizers hope to train a 
wide range of s tudents from 

diverse backgrounds in order to 
reach a broad audience. 

According to Harrell, using 
students to educate their peers 
about issues such as elate rape is 

an important way of ensuring 
that a dialogue gets staned and 

that the message gets through. 
"Students are more likely to voice 

their opinion , generate ques
tions and learn from a con

cerned peer than they would 
from someone they view as 

an authority figure," Har
rell said. 

A major focus of 

dinator of outreach 
and services , will be 
actively involved in 
th e program: "These 
sessions wi ll give us 
the opportunity to 
reach a large number 

The White Ribbon Campaign was 
created in 1994 by men who sought 
to end men's violence against 
women. To learn more, visit 
http://www.whiteribbon.ca 

the grant to combat vio
lent crimes against 
women on campus is 
educating and working 
with s tudents. How
ever, there is an addi
tional component of the 
federal grant project 

of students. The hope is that the ses
sions will garner some interest in this 
issue," said Harrell. 

For a longer-term response to the 
problem of violence against women on 
campus, organizers are working with 
students to develop peer education 
groups. September will be spent devel
oping the curriculum and recruiting 
interested students. Then, organizers 

that provides technical 
assistance training to the s taff, faculty, 
and/or administrators at all 21 institu
tions that received these funds. Cal
CASA, the California Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault , partnered with the 
Department of.Justice's Violence Against 
\Vomen Office to organize quarterly 
educational conferences to update cam
puses o n legal and policy issues. This 
coalition also assists with the develop-

ment of programming efforts which tar
get students, s taff, and faculty. Vander
bilt is privileged to host the thi rd 
technical assistance training on Septem
ber 19-21. As host of this event , the 
entire task force has the opportunity to 
learn about what other campuses a re 
doing to combat violence against 
women and brainstorm creative ways to 
usc this knowledge within the Vander
bilt and Nashville communities. 

A Unique Educational Opportunity 
Independent of, but paralle l to the 

Task Force activities, this fall the 
Women's Studies Program is offering an 
upper level \Vomen's Studies seminar, 
"Gender and Violence" (WS269) to be 
taught by Dr. Alison Piepmeicr. Piep
meier included a unit on violence 
against women in the "Images of 
Women " class she taught last s pring 
(WS150). After much success, she was 
eager to d evelop an entire course cover
ing the subject: "The growing move
ment combatting violence against 

continuecl 011 page 2 

How you can help 
In 1994, Congress passed a crime 

bill that included the Violence 
A 0 Against Women Act, which 
A~ provided federal funding 
0.\ ],{. through grants to help women 

who are victims of violence. 
This act is due for reauthorization 

now. Contact your local representa
tives and encourage them to reautho

rize this important piece of 
legislation. 



New programs promote education, service w nrin ucdfrom pngc 1 

women is o ne o f the most important 
sites of feminist activi tism today. I 
wanted to address this movement - the 
theory behind it and how it is practiced 
- in my Women's Studies classes," said 
Piepmeier. 

The format for this course will differ 
greatly from traditional lecture-based 
classes in that it wi ll he a service-learn
ing course. "In se rvice-learning classes, 
studen ts must o f course do s tandard 
'classroom work' o n a given topic, bu t 
they must also do service wo rk to see 
how that topic p lays olll in the 'real 
world ,"' said Picpmeier. 

Students will spend 40 hours over 
the course of the semeste r volunteering 
wi th local comm unity agencies that deal 
with gender and vio lence: the Y\ VCA, 
Uji ma lLouse, the Domes tic Violence 
llllerven tion Center or the Rape and 
Sex ual Abuse Center. 

Students w ill read essays abou t rape 
and woman battering, and instead of 
s imply accepti ng what the au thor 
argues, they will be able to relate the 
argument to the work they are actually 
doing wi th rape survivors and battered 
women. "So , for instance," said Piep
meier, "a student w ho is working at the 
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Rape and Sexual Abuse Cent er may 
have a d ifferent , and more sophisticated 
take on Katie Ro iphe's assertion that 
date rape is not a sign ifi can t problem 
than a student in a no n-service learning 
course. " 

At the end o f the semester, each stu
dent will be responsible for producing a 
final proj ect that wi ll he useful for the 
agency fo r which they will be working, 
such as a gran t application, a web page, 
info rmative brochures or a news letter. 

Th is seminar is part of an on-going 
effo rt by the \-\'o men's Stud ies Program 
to offer courses which address issues of 
concern to women at Vanderbi lt . "We 
are especially pleased to make th is 
course a part of the College of Arts and 
Science's move toward service learning," 
sa id Dr. Ronnie Steinberg, Director of 
the Women's Stud ies Prog ram. "We 

p lan to offer this course at least once a 
year, and hopefully, every semester. " 

"My goals for the course are for the 
s tuden ts to gain a theoretical grounding 
in feminism and fem in ist approaches to 
understanding vio lence against women, 
and also fo r students to see how these 
issues matter to the real survivors and 
perpetra tors of vio lence and their ser
vice providers," sa id Piepmeier. " I also 
want tlH' students to leave the class feel
ing not overwhelmed by the problem 
but empowered to assess the problems 
realistically and do something about 
them. By doi ng service, the studen ts 
will no t only be seeing th e real d imen
sio ns o f the issue o r vio lence against 
women , but they wi ll he acting as part 
of the solution." 

VUPD Empowers Women 

Vanderbil t U niversity Po lice and Security Department offers a practical, "hands 
on" personal safety and self-defense course for women, the R.A.D. (Rape 
Aggression Defense) program. R.A.D. provides: 

* Reliable, professional training th rough annually certified instructo rs 
* Practical self-defense op tions which specifically apply to the female 

physiology and mind set 
* A comprehensive program emphasizing awareness, prevent ion, risk 

reduction and avoidance 
* A continuum of strategies to counteract assaults by strangers and 

acquaintances 
* Integri ty and co mpassion for its female participants 
* In case a participant needs assistance with a past o r fu ture incident , 

in-house (VUPD) instructors can provide quick and knowledgeable 
access to university and o ther local resou rces 

* Lifetime guarantee for education and practice 

RAD Class Schedule (Basic Physical Self-Defense) 
All classes are from 5-9 pm and will be held in 

Carmichael Towers East Basement 

October 9, 18 and 25 September 18, 25 and October 5 
October 30, November 6 and l3 November 27, 30 and December 6 

Cost: $20.00 -- VU affili ated or immediate family member 
$40.00 -- Non-VU affiliate 
(Covers the cost of manuals, supplies, and refreshments) 

Contact].]. Oakley or Andrew Atwood ( Phone: 2-2558) for reservation 
information . lf a class is filled , every effort will be made to p lace s tuden ts in 
the nex t class or schedule addit ional classes. f o r additional in forma tio n see 
the VUPD web s ite at http://www.vanderbil t. ed uNU PD/vupd home. htm. 

\Vomcns VU 



In the Gallery this October: 

Valentine captures the essence of childhood in artwork 
Pablo Picasso once said, "All chil

dren are anists. The problem is how to 
remain artists once they grow up." In 
many ways, Janda Valentine's life is a 
reflection of these words. Valentine 
remembers sketching, drawing and 
painting from early childhood. \Vhen 
she became an adult, her focus changed 
as she did. "Life has a way of changing 
one's focus from one's gifts to one's 
responsibilities," noted Valentine. 

In the late 70s, Valentine married 
and had two children. Then, in 1981, 
she recorded and produced a gospel 

"Sarah Jo," oil on canvas, 1999 

album entitled, "Identical,"with her 
twin sister, Rhonda. Later, she sang 
back-up for Ronnie Milsap in the Marl
boro Country Music Concert Tour. Fol
lowing a divorce from her husband, 
Valentine changed careers again, becom
ing a certified nurse technician for the 
Nashville Metropolitan Health Depart
ment. Before leaving her job in 1997, 
Valentine was promoted to Program 
Coordinator in Health Promotions. 

On january l, 1998, Valentine 
opened her own portrait studio, "Gifted 
By Gardener." lL was then that she 

September 2000 

could focus her energies on 
creating portrait art using her 
favorite medium, oil on can
vas. "I am a portrait anist 
who specializes in capturing 
subjects in their most natural 
setling- reflecting reality in 
portrait art," says Valentine. 
"Jvly work is untraditional in 
composition but very tradi
tional in technique." 

The subjects in Valen
tine's work are often depicted 
in natural poses, sleeping 
beside a favorite toy, smiling 
in the winter snow, or simply 
gazing at the camera with 
innocent, wide-eyed expres

"Children have the greatest ability to reveal their 
true essence; therefore, children monopolize most 
of the attention in my work" says Valentine, 

sions. "l focus on more candid compo
sitions, which reflect my subjects' inner 
spirit and strength of character," said 
Valentine. 

Valentine received a bachelor of 
fine Arts and Education degree from 
Belmont University in 1997. Her work 
has received numerous commendations 
and awards. Most notably, in 1997 
Valentine created a design that was 
sandblasted onto a glass-blown orna
ment, which was then sent to the \Vhite 
House for the 1997 Christmas celebra
tion. Valentine later attended the arlist's 
reception in \Vashington D.C. at the 
invitation of President Clinton. 

Valentine began her business 
by first painting "portrait 
boxes" of children at the 
request of customers. She 
would paint the child's 
portrait on the top of a 
small wooden keepsake 
box, using the bold 
colors which so often 
distinguish her art. 
According to Valentine, 
this small-scale project 
created a "chain reaction." 
"Every time I made one, my 
customer told a friend about 
my work. That friend would then 
call me wanting to have a por-

"Reese," trait box made of their own 
child," she noted. 

Her business soon developed into 
painting portraits of both children and 
adults. "People get the mistaken impres
sion that I only paint children, but I also 
enjoy painting porlraits of adults," says 
Valentine. 

Of all her numerous activities and 
accomplishments, Valentine is most 
content to he in the studio creating 
beautiful works of art for others to trea
sure. "I have found my inner child again 
and am using it to focus my energy on 
what I was born to do - paint." 

Valentine's show "Child:, Play" 
will be exhibited in the 

oil on canvas 
1999 

galle1y at the 
Women's Center 

fmm October 2 
thmugh 

November 
17. Please 
join us for 

the opening 
reception on 

Thursday, 
October 5 from 

4:30pm to 6:00pm 
at the 1Nomen's 

Ccntc1: 
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In the Gallery: 

Silent Witness Exhibition to be displayed in September 
The Margaret C uninggim Women's Center is pleased to 

sponsor the Silent \Vitness Exhibition, which calls attention 
to the senseless loss of life from domestic violence. 
The project was conceived in 1991 in 
lvlinncsota, and since that time Silent 
\Vitness Exhibits have been erected 
and displayed th roughout the coun
try. The Nash ville exhibit was first 
unveiled in 1998 and has been 
displayed in a number of 
Nashville locations and in other 
cities across the state. The 
exhibit figures were created with 
the donated labor of local builder 
Bruce tvlott , and it is sponsored 
by the Nashville Section of the 
National Council of jewish Women 
(NCj\V). 

Th e Silent \Vitness collection 
remembers sixteen Davidson 

death. A sevent eenth figure represents the untold stories of 
other battered women whose domestic violence deaths went 

unrecognized and unreported. 
The women range in age from 17 to 54 and 

include a school nurse, a special education 
teacher, mothers, daughters, sis ters and 

fri ends. They wen: ki lled b y handguns, 
knives and bare hands. Since the exhibit 
was first displayed many more women 
have suffered the same tragic end. 

The NCj\:V hopes to raise awareness 
of the tragic effects o f domestic 
violence and to help people in need 
connect with appropriate resources. 

Along with the figures, information 
with phone numbers for the Y\:VCA's 

domestic abuse hot line and the Police 
Department's Domestic Violence Divis ion 

will be distributed, and fact sheets will also be 
available. 

The Silent Witness exhibit will be Count y women who were killed by 
their husbands or boyfriends 
between 1995 and 1997. Each 
woman is commemorated in a life
size wooden silhouette with a 
shield over her heart which tells 
something about her life and 

"To promote peace, healing and 
responsibility in adult relationships in 

order to eliminate domestic murders in the 
U.S. by the year 201 0." 

shown September 4-22 in the gallery of 
the vVomen's Center. 

Through the wvrll of its 650 local 
IIH'm/Jcrs, the National Council of 
J ewish \\'omen furtiJ<TS lumw11 welfare 
in the jcwisiJ and general COIIIIliWiitics, 
local/y, IICltiVIIIl li)' 011d illtCill(((jOIIII/1)'. 

-The Silent Witness National Initiative 
Mission Statement 

0 
Lf he Margaret Cuninggim \Vomen's Center and the 

Vanderbilt-I ngram Cancer Center (VICC) arc partnering to 
offer women in the Vanderbilt and Nashvi lle communities 
additional information and services related to the issue of 
breast cancer. According to the National Cancer Institute, 
one in eight women will develop breast cancer in her life
time. In the United States this year, 182,800 new cases of 
breast cancer wi ll be diagnosed in women. Breast cancer 
does not discriminate. It affects all women. But we can 
do something empowering in response. 

Most women discover their own cancers. By being 
familiar with her body, a woman may catch a lump before 
it shows up o n a mammogram (as many as 15% of palpa
ble breast cancers are not seen on a mammogram). And, if 
breast cancer is detec ted early, the five-year survival rate is 
over 95%. 

There are three keys to early detect ion: 
l. Monthly breast self exams (BSE) beginning at age 20. 
2. Yearly clinical breast exams performed by a health-

care professional. 
3. Yearly mammograms after age 40. 
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Breas t self exam ensures that a woman is familiar wit h her 
body and able to recognize changes in her breasts. However, with 
our busy live.s, remembering to do a BSE every month is difficult. 
The Women's Center and Vanderbilt-Ingram want to help you . If 
you supply your name , mailing address and e-mai l address you can 
he placed on a list to receive at least one o f several o ft he following 
services or pieces of information . 

* a monthly e-mail reminder about performing a self breast 
exam 
* additional information related to the issue of breast cancer 
* "tvlomentum" - the quarterly newsletter from VICC that 
addresses all types o f cancer 
* the monthly newsle tter from the b reast cancer support 
group at VLCC 
·k information about Family Cancer Risk Services at VICC that 
focuses on the inherited risk of cancer 
* information for survivors with questions about recurrence 
for more information on breast health, visi t http://www.vicc.org. 

To sign up for the monthly reminder, women can e-mail Gill Murre)l 
(VICC) at gill.murrey@vanderbilt.edu or send requests by campus 
mail to: Vanderbilt- Ingram Cancer Center, Office of Communication 
and Outreach , 260 \Vest End Building, 37203-8640. 

\VOIIH' II S VU 



Calendar 
of Events 
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( 1n/r~, otiH'I 11 isr ~ tcllctl, all 
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Utulding. 3 1 (> \\-h t .S ick Ro\1. 

hi/' IIIIIIL' i11{111111CIIiOII Oil t/IC 

cwnh /i , tnl, call 322-..,843. 

September 2000 

SEPTEMBER 
Monday, September 4 - Friday, September 22, 8:30am - 5:00pm 
"The Silent Witness" by Nashville Section of the National Council o f jewish Women 
Sec article on pag,c 4. 

Tuesday, September 5, 12:00 noon -I :00 pm 
Creative Life Planning Group meets over lunch ever')' Tuesday to s hare p roblem-solving 
information and provide support for life changes. New members are welcome. Also 111 cds 

September 12, 19 mrd 26 

Tuesday, September 5, 7: I 5 pm 
Students for \Vomen's Concerns Tuesday evenings throughout the academic year, Stu
den ts for \•Vomen's Concerns meets a t the \Vomen's Cen ter. l'vleetings are open to all stu
den ts, male and female. 

Wednesday, September 6, 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
New female Faculty and Administrators Reception The Women's f-aculty Organization 
and the \Vomen's Center a re cosponsoring their ann ual welcome reception for new female 
faculty members and administrators in the University and the Medical Center. Please 
R.S.VP. with the \Vomcn's Center at 322-4843 to auend the reception. 

Monday, September 11, 5: I 5 pm 
Book Group discusses Tender at the Bone by Ruth Reichl. Amy Bohnert w ill facilitat e 
the discussion . 

Tuesday, September 12, 3:00 pm 
Women's Center Advisory Board Meet ing 
in room 116 in the Sarra tt Student Center 

Thursday, September 14, I 2 noon 
1.00 Jill/ Dissertation \Vrilers Group for 

\Vomen An organ izational meeting- Dr. 
Darlene Panvini, Assistant Director of the 
Center for Teaching, will serve as facili ta
tor. Sec page 8 

Thursday, September 21, 7 2:00 
170017 - I :00 p111 

DO 
To wets West 

Wes1 End Avr. 

D D -Towt>rs Ea~t 

0 M.111J•Het Cuninl)yim 
~ 0 \'lumen's (f'nter 

io /CJ ~ , 
\i Tolman 

;,: D Cole 

l
l.lemorial ~~l--+-----'=--iii,-S-St~-,d:-~1t--,l 

Gym Vandtrbil t Pla<e Center 

I 

1 he Cuninqqim (('II tel is located in the 
fl ank/in Building at 316 West Side Row. Reading Sisters Th is book group focuses 

on the writings of black women authors. 
Check the \Vomcn's Center web site (http://www.vanderbilt.edu/WomensCentcr/book
list.html) for the selected book. Everyone is welcome to participate - students, s taff, and 
faculty. 13ooks available a t the VU bookstore. Contac t Hilary Fo rbes at 322-6518 or 
hilary.forbes@vanderhilt.edu with any questions. 

Lost in Septemb r · location and tim to ann ced 
E lection 2000 Arc }' OU still undecided about w hich presidential candida te you will 

s upport? The Women's Political Caucus is cosponsoring a bi-partisan panel discussion 

s potlighting the Republican and Democratic pres idential candidates. 

Thursday, September 28, 6:00 pm 
ABCs of Car Maintenance- Towers East , room 208 
Pal Claybaker, co-owner of The 'vVorkshop, will offer tips on how to wisely care for your 
car. The workshop will start at 6:00 and should end a round 7:30pm. Light refreshments 
will be served. Registration is required. Contac t Hilary f-orbes at 2-6518 o r 
hi lary. forbes@vanclerbi I t.ed u . 
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IN TH E LIBRARY BARBARA CLARKE 
\\'tml(:ns Center librarian 

Friedan reflects on career in memoir Life So Far 
Het ty f'riedan , who has been the 

subject o f seve ral biographies, relates 
her own story in Life So f ar (Simo n &: 
Schus te r, 2000). The feis ty Friedan , w ho 
is s till working at the age of 79 , came to 
prominence in 1963 with the pu blica
tion of her ground brcal<ing work , The 
Feminine Myst ique. i'vlany women con
siclcr that this hook 

Prevailing theories about prehistoric 
matriarchies are merely lll )'ths, accord
ing to Cynthia Eller, an associate profes
sor o f his tory and religio n a t Montclair 
State Un iversity. In Tl1e 1\-fy tlr of M<llri 
arclwl Prelristmy : \VI1y fill Invented Past 
\Von't Give \\'omen a Future (Beacon 
Press, 2000) she claims tha t there is vir-

revolu tio nized their 
th inking and the ir 
lives. 

L l FE SO FA R. 

tua lly no proo f that in the prehis
toric past women were revered, 
that society was cente red around 
females, tha t goddess worship 
predominated and tha t humans 
lived in peace and ha rmony with 
o ne ano ther and with nature. At 
some later s tage, accord ing to 
most myths, socie ty became do m
inated by men and was trans
formed in to the patr iarch y that 
has exis ted througho u t most of 
his tory. 

The write r 
chroni cles her life 
from he r child hood 
in a jewish family in 
Peoria , Illinois, to her 
presen t pos it ion as 
Dis tingu is hed Visi t
ing Professor a t Cor
nell University where 
she d irects a program 
focusing on women and work. She was 
a majo r force in 1 he women's move
ment : the founding p resident of the 
Nationa l O rganiza tion for \Vomen and a 
co-founder o f the Na tiona l Women 's 
Poli tical Caucus and of the National 
Abortion Rights Action League. Slw 
marched , lectured and wrote on behalf 
of women's rights and organized or par
ticipated in many conferences and mee t
ings. At the same ti me she was bringing 
up three chi ldren . She reveals that for 
years she was beaten by her husband ye t 
was very reluctant to leave or d ivorce 
him . 

Fried an , who is we ll aware o f her 
reputat ion as a somewhat d ifficult and 
co mba tive person , is not at all modes t 
about he r ac hievements and is quick to 
cri ticize other well-known femin ists, 
including Simone de 13eauvoir, Gloria 
Steinem , Be lla Ahzug, Kate lvlillet , Ger
maine Greer and Robin Morgan . 
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l'vlany s tudents a rc being 
taught vario us versions o f these m yths , 
w hich are very appeal ing and comfort
ing to many wo men. However, accord
ing to Eller's detailed analysis, there is 
no p roof that such a utopian society 
ever exis ted and much to s uggest tha t it 
did not. She admits that there were 

so me powerful 
women and 
that man y 
societies wor
shi ped both 
god s and god
d esses. 

The w riter 
believes tha t it 
is not in the 
bes t inte res ts 
of feminists to 
promote fa lse 

theories or to invent his tory; this will 
not help to end sexism or to achieve 
equality for all. She is also uncom fort-

able with the narrow gender stereotypes 
embedded in matriarcha l m yths and 
feels tha t "cl inging to shopworn notions 
o f gender and promo ting a demonstra
bly fictional past can only hurt us in the 
long run as we work to c reate a future 
that helps all women , child ren , and men 
nourish ." 

\Vomcn who have chosen to s tay at 
ho me with their families o r who are 

/\uri 
What 
I )o You 

Do? 

th in king o f 
doing so will be 
hea rtened to 
read A nd Wha t 
Do )'ou Do? 
\V/1en \Vomcn 
Choose In Stay 
J-lomc (Wildcat 
Canyon Press, 
2000) by fem i
nis t jo urna lis ts 
Lo retta E. Kauf-

man and tvlary W. Quigley. Thi s volume 
is aimed especially at educa ted middle
class married mothe rs who a rc in a posi
tion to put their careers on ho ld fo r the 
sake of their families. 

The writers surveyed a large group 
o f women who had decided to s tay a t 
home temporari ly or permanently, to 
swi tch to part -time work , change career 
d irections or work from ho me. Most 
had grown up with fcmi nis t ideals , had 
held p rofessio nal positions and did no t 
give up or inte rrupt their ca reers with
out some degree o f anguish . The 
authors , who believe tha t the terms 
"family CEO" and "new trad iti onal 
w ife" accurate ly d escribe these mo thers, 
fo u nd tha t mos t o f them considered tha t 
they had made the r ight decis io ns about ( 
thei r ca reers. 

\Vomcn :~ VU 



Staff Spotlight: 

Sandra Harrell named coordinator for outreach and services 
The \•Vomen's Cente r welcomed 

Sandra llarrcllto its s taff family june 
19th. As Coordinator of Outreach and 
Sen •ices for the campus grant project 
from the U.S. Department of jusice to 
combat violence against women, Harrell 
is responsible for coord inating all of the 
efforts to end violence against women 
on campus at Vanderbilt. A daunting 
task for most people, but not for Har
re ll . Having fough t to end violence 
against women for a number of years, 
she is ready for the challenge and is 
determined to change things. 

ing s tudent in terest in figh ting violence 
against women on cam pus. 

"My primary concern revolves 
around garnering student interest in this 

coordinate an organized response, and 
then initiate new programs that build on 
the knowledge we've gained from orga
nizing the previous ones. I want this 

effort to tranform campus 
and community thinking." 

/land/ received n Mnstcr 
of Arts degree willr n CVIICCII 

Ircttioll ill \Vomclls Studies 
from Goddcml College ill Vcr
moll/ ill ,\lay of 2000. A 
llnlivc of Louisialln, Hnrrc/1 
llns nlso lived ill Alabwna, 
,\/icllig(lll aile/ Gcrmally. 

Hilderbrand joins 
team as editor of 
vVon1en's VU 

Prior to coming to Vanderbilt , Har
rell was Counselor/Legal Advocate/leg
is lative Liaison for Turning Poilll 
Ral!cred \Vomen's She lter in Alexandria , 
Louis iana. She also worked part-time 
for Family Counseling Agency's Rape 
C risis Center and part-time for Volun
teers of Ameri ca's Safe and Smart Pro
gram, a scx-educat ion program for 
a t-risk youths. 

"The position spoke to a variety of 
Ill)' in terests," said llarrel l. "It's an 
opportunity to work with college-aged 
s ltldcnts to prevent sexual assault , dat
ing violence and stalking. It was impor
tant to me that the Women's Center was 
so directly invo lved wi th the g rant and 
that the goals of 

Sandra welcomes visitors as she gets settled into her 
new quarters on the top floor of the Women's Center. Susan Hilderbrand, the 

new edi to r o f \Vomclls VU, 

the Center were 

issue. Fro m what I know so far, Van
derbilt's students are already committed 
to so many important issues that it may 
be difficult for them to find the energy 
to work on this one. My challenge is to 

convey that ending 

dearly aligned 
with my own val
ues. I was a lso 
drawn to the 
notion of building 
on the alliances 
with the commu
nity service 
providers, a ll of 
whom I greatly 

'' My challenge is to convey 
that ending violence against 

violence against 
women is central to 
an)' s truggle for 
equalit)' and jus
tice," said Harrell. 

women is central to any 
struggle for equality and 

A critical 
aspec t of the grant 
focuses o n o utreach 
to underserved 
populations. 

justice '' 

respect." 
Since her job is designed to respond 

to the level of illle rest and needs of the 
campus community, every day offers an 
interes ting mix of duties and challenges. 
On any one day, Harrell might consult , 
attend meetings, train s tudents, lead 
programs or correspond and collaborate 
with local and natio nal experts on the 
issue of violence against women. Her 
overall foc us, however, wi ll be generaL-

September 2000 

"Since violence 
against women impacts ever)' race, reli
gion and socioeconomic background, it 
is importalll to me and this project that 
we include these groups," Harre ll said. 

Another underlying concern for 
Harrell is the necessity of coordinating a 
new and innovative response to the 
issue. "The last thing we want is to 
duplicate programs or ideas tha t already 
exist ," Harrell said. "We want to identify 
programs already occurring on campus, 

just completed school last 
December, receiving a 1\•laste r degree in 
English fro m the Universi ty of Ten
nessee, Knoxville. 

For her master thesis llilderbrand 
did a study on Oprah's Book Club, ana
lyzing the discourse on several shows 
which dealt most explicitly with race 
and gender. ''I'm in teres ted in theories 
of discourse on television - how the 
construc tion of an 
Oprah Dook Club 
Show asks people to 
think and then 
immediately blocl<s, 
interrupts, or manip
u lates that very think
ing," she said. 

Hilderbrand is pleased to be pursu
ing a long-time interest: writing and 
researching about women's issues. "1 
edi ted and wrote for the women's cen ter 
newsle ller a t Tennessee Tech, and am 
thrilled to be doing it again here a t Van
derbilt ." 

l lilderbrand welcomes leuers, com
m ents, and announcements for upcom
ing issues of \Vomcll s VU. Sec the /J/uc 
box Oil page 2 for COi l tact illformalioll. 
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Looking for short-term, 
rewarding volunteer 

bette.· decTs!o1•s work? Women are 
needed for nBetter 

Decisions, n an eight-week course 
which teaches decision-making and 
life-planning skills to inmates at the 
Tennessee Prison for Women. Volun
teers work one-on-one with an 
inmate/partner for one-hour weekly 
sessions during the eight weeks, Sep
tember 25-November 13. Volunteer 
training is scheduled for September 
16-17. Please call Kathy Masulis at 
832-8327 for more information. 

J'JJ 
,-J ,..... _, 

Dissertation Writers Group 
for Women 

The Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center sponsors a group for women work
ing on doctoral dissertations which provides problem solving, trouble shoot
ing, and moral support. The group is organized at the beginning of each year; 
no additional participants are admitted after the first meeting each 
semester. The organizational meeting for Fall2000 semester is sdleduled for 
Thursday, September 14, 2000 at 12:00 noon in the Margaret Cuning
gim Women's Center, Franklin Building, 316 West Side Row. The group is facili
tated by Dr. Darlene Panvini, Assistant Director of the Center for Teaching. 

(0 
_j_ 

(_( 
The annual Take Back the Night march cosponsored by Belmont University, Vanderbilt University and 
the YWCA is scheduled for Monday, October 16 at 7:00 pm. If you are interested in participating or 
planning this event please contact Hilary Forbes at 322-6518 or hilary.forbes@vanderbilt.edu. 
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