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PROJECT SAFE 

RESPONDS TO TilE RECENT 

SEXUAL ASSAULT DATA 

Project Safe would like to thank 
the Vanderhilt Hustler for its in
depth report on these statistics. 

In 2003, VUPD received 19 
reports of sex oncnses. Of the 19 
sex offenses, four were rapes, two 
attempted rapes and 13 involved 
forcible fond lings or inappropriate 
touching. Victims of the sex oftenscs 
knew the offenders in II out of the 
19 cases. While this number repre
sents a significant increase over past 
years, we know that it still only rep
resents a fraction o f the actual inci
dence of sexual violence on campus. 
Project Sa fe continues to work 
towards gatheri ng the most accurate 
figure through our Anonymous 
Reporting Form System. In 2003, of 
the 23 sex otle nscs reported through 
our Anonymous Report ing System, 
18 were rapes, one was an attempted 
rape, and tour were forcible 
to ndlings. We believe that a centra l 
element of a community that refuses 
to tolerate violence against women is 
the creation of a safe and supportive 
atmosphere for victims to report. We 
hope that the increase in reports indi
cates that we are doing that here at 
Vanderbi lt. 

Submitted by Sandra Harrell, 
Co-Director a,( Project Safe 

Project Safe 

APRIL IS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH: 

REMEMBER AND SPEAK OUT! 

lly Sandra Harrell. 
Co-Director ofPrvjed Srtk 

" IVe surl'il•e through (11111/ l!Sia." 

--Andrea Dworkin, 
Terror, ·ro rture, and Res istance 

We have gotten in the habit of forgetting. 
Indeed, we have made a conscious choi ce to 
elim inate from our dai ly discourse anythi ng 
that might make us remember. We choose, 
for instance, to ignore the staged sexual vio
lence of a lwl f- time show and lament, 
instead, that our children were exposed to a 
bared breast. We choose to pretend that one 
rape charge is shocking, ignoring the fact 
that over 300,000 women are raped each 
year. \Ve li ke to believe that it doesn' t hap-

pen that often so we tra in ourselves to dis
miss the high incidence through graphic 
representat ions in the media ; through accu
sations about the vict im 's character and 
choices; through endless safety precautions 
teaching women to avoid the mythical, 
ne'er do well , caveman type. \Ve want des
perately to forget that our brothers, friends, 
cousins, lovers are more like ly to harm us 
than anyone else. \Ve choose to forget to 
survive. 

Yet, despite all we do to pretend all is 
well , something nags at our consciousness
es, begging us to remember. Perhaps it 's 
the sound of your best friend 's voice telling 
you she was raped. Or the memory of his 
breath as he whis-
pered, "Stop moving." continued un page 2 

Women's Center Honors Alison Piepn1eier with 

Prestigious Mary Jane Werthan Award 

During the annual l'vlargaret Cuninggim Women 's Center 
Lecture, which this year was part of the Chancellor's Lecture 
Series, the Women's Center presents the Mary Jane Wert han 
Award. i'vlary Jane Wcrthan, a Vanderbi lt alum, was the ti rst 
woman on the Board ofTrust at 
Vanderbilt, and the first woman to I NSIDE TI-llS ISSUE 
become a life member. She and 
her husband, Albert, have been 
one of Nashville's lead ing phi lan
thropic fam il ies. The award was 

...._ __ .....~:--..:~~-...J named in her honor in 1988 in 
celebration of the I Oth anniversary of the Women's Center 
and she received the first award that year. 

The award, which comes with a $ 1,000 prize, is pre
sented annually to an indi vidual 
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Alison Piepmeier Honored 
continued/rom page I 

who has contributed significantly to the advancement of women 
at Vanderbilt Universi ty. The award honors three qualities char
acteristic of the tirst recipient for whom it is named: vision, 
persistence, and extraordinary skill in interpersonal and 
institutional relations. It recognizes the debt that women at 
Vanderbi lt University owe to those ind ividuals who have had 
the vision to see how things ought to be, the courage to persist 
in their hopes over time, and the skills necessary to bring new 
att itudes and practice into being. The i'vlary Jane Werthan 
Award offers tribute to the humor, intelligence and graceful 
determination of those individuals whose work has enhanced 
our entire community. 

This special year, which marks the Women's Center's 25th 
Anniversary, we are honored to present this award to a very 
deserving and special individual, the Assistant Director of 
Women's Studies, Professor Alison Piepmeier. 

Alison's teaching and research interests clearly converge in 
her passion for social justice and civic responsibil ity. Alison is 
well known for incorporating service learning into her class
room, so that students might have a more complete, hands-on 
experience of the materia l that they are trying to understand. 
She is so committed to service learning that last year, atter 
designing and co-facili tating the first in the nation graduate 
seminar on service learning, she was awarded the Outstanding 
I .eadership in Service-Learning Honor. Alison walks her talk 
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when she works regularly with the women at tvlagdelene I louse, 
a program that is run out of St. Augustine's Chapel here on cam
pus to serve community women trying to overcome drug addic
tion and transition out of prost itut ion. Most recently Alison has 
engaged these women in a class that is, among other things, dia
loguing about concepts of feminism in their everyday lives. 

Alison is the go-to person for cutting edge women's issues, 
and last year won the i'vlentoring Award on campus. 

She is especially well-known for her classes on Gender and 
Violence as well as Third Wave Feminism, a topic that also 
encompasses her first book, an edited collection called Catching 
A ll'ave. which was published last year. We also look forward to 
her forthcoming book, Out in Public, about the public self-con
struction of 19th-century women's bodies. 

Alison's colleagues would li ke you to know that Alison is not 
on ly the heart and soul of Women's Studies; she is a lso its best, 
most dedicated mind. Every day she inspires us, students, fac
ulty and staff alike, with her clear-eyed intelligence, her deep 
knowledge of and passion for issues facing women. That 
knowledge is both scholarly and experientia l, gathered by her 
reading and her research and also by the many diOcrent kinds of 
work Alison docs at Vanderbi lt and in the greater Nashville 
community. 

What connects all o r this work is Alison's talent for listening 
care fully, for caring deeply, and for thinking pragmatically. 
This is how Alison meets the world, and the world is a much 
better place for its encounter with her. Vanderbilt is lucky to 
have her! 

It is because of this and so much more that we are pleased to 
present the Mary Jane Werthan Award to our colleague and 
friend, Or. Alison Piepmeier. 

Submitted by Jenn(fer Hackett. adapted.fiwn her award presen
tation. Febmm:J' 26. 2004 

The Women's Center congratulates the 
Vanderbilt women's basketball team 

on their fourth consecutive 
SEC Tournament Championship 
with a 62-56 win over Georgia. 

Go Commodores! 



Sexual Assault Awareness Month: Remember and Speak Out! 
continued/rom page I 

Or that one girl in c lass whose eyes well with tears, seemingly 
for no reason. Or the cousin nobody talks about. Maybe you 
are struck by the incongruity that such a "minimal" problem 
receives federal funds to establish rape crisis centers in almost 
every community. Or the fact that almost every woman you 
know employs at least one tactic every day in an attempt to 
ward off rape. Try as you might, you cannot reconcile these 
facts with a world where sex ual violence is peripheral. 

If our survival is predicated on forgetting, we cannot truly 
live our lives to their potential. For there is a special sort of 
power inherent in convincing us to deny our own reality. If we 
are not in control of defi ning and naming our experiences in 
this world, who will be? Do we really want to abdicate the 
power to name to those who would have us hide away after 
dark, who would have us accommodate the rape culture rather 
than challenge it? Are we truly satisfied with our society's 
response to rape considering that, according to the Department 
of Justice, reports of sexual violence result in fewer arrests and 
in fewer convictions than other felonies? A report by the majori
ty sta iT of the Senate Judiciary Committee in 1993 found that 
only one percent of convicted rapi sts are sentenced to more than 
one year in prison. Almost one-quarter arc not sentenced to 
prison at all, but arc instead released on probation. Don't we 
deserve better? 

If you think we do, I challenge you to stop trying to forget. 
Instead, consider what it means that, according to a study 
recently conducted by Brown University, two out of every fi ve 
women will experience some type of sexual violence in their 
lifetimes. Allow into your consciousness the horrifYing reality 
that, according to the FBI's most recent National Crime Bureau 
Report , evel}' three minutes tive adult women are forcibly 
raped. Only when we remember, when we cast light into those 
places concealed in shadows, do we begin to recognize the need 
for substantive change. In remembering we face the injustices 
visited upon the bodies of our mothers, sisters, and fr iends. We 
face them with the clarity of righteous anger and we demand 
that the world right these wrongs. 

Throughout April, we invite you to join Project Safe at the 
various events we wi II be sponsoring. If you so choose, you 
can begin the process of litling the cloak of silence that con
ceals the realities of violence against women. And, if in bearing 
witness to these truths, you are moved to action, we invite you 
to act. Visit our websi te www.vanderbilt.edu/Proj ectSafe for 
our calendar of events and join us. 

Together we can make a difference ... 
in fact, we can change the world. 

Is There Hope for Men? Author and Educator, Brian Paul, Speaks Out 

War, steroids, and sex scandals have been among things grab
bing news head lines lately, but a movement of men committed 
to reshaping manhood and masculinity and to bringing an end to 
men's violence is quietly taking shape on college campuses and 
in communities throughout the world. \Ve arc not hearing much 
about this movement at the moment, but increasing numbers of 
men are ga ining skills to be a positive force in their communi
tics and building alliances with women to create a more sate, 
just, and equitable society. 

i'vlany wonder why men should be concerned with rape or 
domestic violence. Aller all, aren't these women 's issues? Of 
course that is how they are typica lly portrayed. for example, 
headlines like "A Woman \Vas Reaten" or "A College Woman 
Was Raped" or "G irl , 13, Gives Birth" arc all too common. 
What is missing ll·om these headlines and, often from the stories 
that foll ow them, is anything about the men who beat, raped, or 
impregnated these girls and women. When men gel left out of 
these statements, there is an impli cation we are not involved in 
the acts, and that the issues raised are ones that do not affect us, 
but the reality according to the U.S . Department of Justice, 
Rureau or Justice Statistics is that 9!\% of reported sex otlenders 
arc heterosexual men and that males are most often both the vic
tims and the perpetrators in 90% of homicides. The reality is 

that women who are afraid to walk alone at night, or who take 
self defense classes, or who only park in well lit areas, or who 
are overly concerned with sending mixed messages are con
stantly told to alter their lives in order to keep themselves from 
being attacked by a man. I dream of the clay a newscaster 
reporting about rape foregoes the obligatory "Women Beware" 
message and instead say, " tvlen, Stop Raping Women." Violence 
is our issue, and the sooner we decide to stop tolerating it, the 
sooner our communities become safe places for women, chil
dren and men. 

Evidence of the growing movement came in the form of a 
recent internet search which revealed several groups of men 
against violence, men against sexual assault (and groups with a 
number of other names) throughout the U.S. on co llege campus
es. There are also groups of men working in the ir communities 
providing battercrs treatment and prevention education, in acld i
tion to the many men supporting already existing sexual assault, 
domestic violence and child abuse agencies in the country. The 
same search also uncovered similar groups in South 1\tl·ica, 
Canada, Australia and several th roughout Centra l and South 
America. One man involved in a college ivlen Against Violence 
group said, "Violence against women 
affects all of us, whether we know it or c:untinued 011 page 7 

/ lpril 2004 April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month 3 



IN 1'HE LIBRARY BARBARA CLARKE 

\\·on ten\ l'cntn Lihraria 11 

A BOOK REVIEW ON RACISM AND HATE GROUPS; 

WHAT IT'S LIKE TO BE YOUNG AND OLD IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

The links between gender and hate 
groups are explored in Home-Groll'n Hate: 

110111(' 
11101

.:
11 

lt.l l l' Gender and Organized Racism 
r----....,..-.,...--.J (Routledge, 2004), edited by sociologist 

Abby L. Ferber. While there are many dif
fering white supremacy groups and move
ments, they share some core belief<;. They 
feel that there arc vast racial and gender 
differences that are unchanging and that 
social inequality is natural. Their sense of 

___ ..g;<;GI:!!I.U..!L..I entitlement leads white men to assume that 

their natural position is at the top of the hierarchy. These men 
believe that they need to protect innocent white women from 
nonwhites. !\'lost groups also consider that Jews arc nonwhite 
and control much of the world. 

Ferber, director of the women's studies program at the 
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, believes that "organ
izing against the real and perceived advances of the civil rights, 
women's, and gay and lesbian movements, white-supremacist 
organizations seek to reassert white, male, heterosexual hege
mony." As most members of hate groups are obsessed with the 
possibility of white genocide, white women's reproduction and 
sexuality need to be controlled. White children must be pro
duced for the growth of the race so supremacists strongly 
oppose mixed-race marriage and homosexuality. Some group 
members who abhor abortion for white women consider it 
desirable for nonwhite women. f-eminists are typically blamed 
for many of the perceived problems in American society. 

Nine contributions on various aspects of right-wing move
ments are included in this volume. Among the groups analyzed 
are the militia movement, the Ku Klux Klan, the white sepa
ratist movement, the Christian right, skinheads, white nativist 
environmental movements and nco-Nazis. The contributors 
show that, in contrast to the usual stereotype, many members of 
white supremacy groups are educated middle- and upper-class 
men and women. Some women arc attracted to hate groups, 
many of which actively seek to recruit them. While there are 
often rigid gender roles, with women relegated to traditional 
female supporting tasks, some groups include women who join 
men in committing violent acts. 

Some contributors stress that hate movements do not cause 
racism and sexism but rather that they reflect views that arc 
already prevalent in society. The foreword is by Michael 
Kimmel, who discusses racial entitlement, class-based rage and 
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the shame of emasculation. Peggy Mcintosh, a noted scholar of 
gender and white privilege, contributed the afterword. 

In Future Girl: J'oung Women in tile 
Tll'en~r-First Centm:l' (Routledge, 2004) 
Anita Harris discusses the myths and reali
ties of "girl power." Young women today 
are otlen celebrnted for their opportunities, 
goals, accom pi ishmcnts nnd promise and 
arc the subject of intense scrutiny nnd 
much regu lation. Hmris, n lecturer in soci
ology at l'vlonnsh University in Australia, 
studies girls and young women in the rap
idly-chnnging western world. 

The writer observes "representations of young womanhood, 
the material conditions young women experience, nnd the new 
politics they ennct. " She discusses how "the needs of global 
capital shape constructions of the future girl." "At-risk" girls, 
who usually come from working-class or less-privileged bnck 
grounds, se ldom hnve the smne opportunities, goa ls nncl nlli
tudcs as the "can-do" girls, who are more likely to become lend
ers. llarris discusses the renlities of young women's lives in the 
spheres of cducntion, jobs, politics, sexuality, and consumerism. 

Margaret Cruikshnnk's Leaming to Be 
Old: Gende1~ Culture, ant! Aging 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2003) is partly an 
nnalysis nnd psychologicnl study of aging, 
and pnrtly n source of practical ndvice for 
the growing percentage of Americans who 

h-----~'="'1;111• are elderly. Most of these are women. 

Cruikshank, a lecturer in women's stud
ies and faculty associate of the Center on 
Aging nt the University of Mnine, consid
ers that aging is soc ially constructed nnd 

that both genders can learn to be old in ways that will be bene
ficial. She advocates thnt they strive for comfortnble nging, 
which encompasses good psychological nnd physica l henlth. 
Learning to be old involves discarding the untrue stereotypes 
about the nging process. There are chnpters on cultural myths 
about aging, sickness nne! ovcrmcdication, ageism, how healthy 
aging is aftected by clnss and ethnicity, and the great advan
tages of stnying busy nnd nctive. 
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FtHI>A\, A t•tuL 2 
Single Wumcn in Ministry 
\VI~:~t : 1\ time to j oin with other women in sis
terhood for rejoicing, relating, and telling sto
ries about be ing a single woman in ministry. 
Who: If you nre single, fcmnle, going into (or 
in) ministry, come to the first women nnd min
istry group. This conversation is ti·ee and open 
to women of the Vnnderbilt and lnrger Nashville 
communi I ics. 
When: 6:00-7:30pm 
Where: Off-cnmpus location, TBD 
ror more information, contact Ginger Skaggs, 
i'vi.Div. candidate and Women's Center intern at 
gingcrskaggs@hotmail.com or 6 15-319-3 144. 

Tur:so,w, Al'ttt L 6 
Dolores Huerta Lecture 
Who: Dolores C. Huerta is the co-founder and 
rirst Vice President Emeritus of the United 
Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO ("UF\V"). 
The mother of II children, 14 grandchildren 
and tour great-grandch ildren, Dolores has 
played a mnjor role in the American civil rights 
movement. 
When: 4: I Opm 
Where: rurman 11 4 
For more information, contact womens-stud
ies@vanderbi lt .edu 

T ucsn,ws, A t•tw . 6, 13, 20, ANII 27 
Creative Life Planning Group 
What : A group tor all dedicated to li ving life 
intentionally and creatively. Open to everyone 
in the comnn1nity and is usually attended by 
women between 40 and 90 years of age. 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone. 
When: 12:00noon to I :OOpm (meets every 
Tuesday) 
r or more information, call 322-4843. 

\Vc nNEstuv, Al'ttiL 7 
Dangerous Women: The E lizabet h Key's 
Freedom Suit--A Stu ry of Race and Gender 
in the Law 
Whu: Professor Taunya L. Banks, the Jacob A. 
france Professor of Equality Jurisprudence at 
the University of Maryland Law School is pre
senting 
What: The event is free and open to the public 
and is co-sponsored by the Women Lnw 
Students' Association, the Black Law Students' 
Associat ion, the American Constitution Society, 
and is a I Iyali rund Event. Reception to lo llow. 
Where and when : 5:00pm, rlynn Audi torium, 
VU Law School. Contact amancla.c.jones@van
clerbilt.edu tor more info. 

\\'1.11:\'I:SJ>A\', A I' IHL 7 
T-IJLAST (Transgendered, Ui Wom en, 
Lesbinns and Straight Women Together) 
What : Too often, lesbians bi-women and 
straight women are portrayed ns being on oppo
si te sides of a great chasms of di ncrence and 
transgcnclered women arc lett out of the equa
tion all together. Yet women throughout history 
have had loving friendships with their mothers, 
daughters and best friends despite differing sex
ual ident ities. Please join us in a casual conver
sation and celebration of our di fferences and our 
ti·iendships. 
Who: This group is ti·ee and open to all 
women. Co-Sponsored with the VU GLBT 
OITice. 
When: 6:15-7: 15pm (l'vleets the lirst 
\Vednesdny) 
Where: Women's Center lounge 
For more in formation, contact jennifer.hack
ell@vanderbilt.edu or patricin.k.gardner@van
clerbil t.edu 

W UINI'SIJ,\\'S, APR IL7, J.t,2 l,A'\U28 
Vnnderhilt Feminists (V:wdy Fems) 
Who: Specitically for undergraduates (women 
and men), but open to all. 
What : An undergraduate student group con
cerned about women's issues on campus, and 
promoting equality between genders. 
When: 5:00-6:00pm 
Where: Women's Center Lounge 
Contact jessica.n.heaven@vanderbi lt.edu or jes
sica.l.bearden@vanderbilt.edu for more infor
mation. Or just come to a meeting! 

TllllltSIMV, A I' RIL J 5 ANI> 22 
Vandy Moms 
\Vho: Working i'..toms of any age! Women who 
juggle! Superheroes! Open to a ll working 
mothers, partnered or single. 
\Vhat: A support network that provides advo
cacy for work ing moms in the Vanderbilt and 
larger communities. It also prov ides program
ming to inform, empower and enrich. The 
meeting on the I 5th will feature spcal<er EPa 
Daneker who will discuss the necessity of 
Preparing a Will. The meeti ng on the 22nd 
will be for networking and program planning 
When: II :30am to ! 2:30pm (f\'feets the second 
and fo urth Thursdays) 
Wh ere: Women's Center Lounge 
For more intormat ion or to RSVP, contact 
misa.cullcy@vanderbilt.edu or call 343-4367. 

i\10:-i i)AY, Al'lti L 12 

Bnnl' G roup continued on page 6 
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April Events Calendar 

continuedfi'OIII page 5 

Who: This is a group lor anyone of any age who loves to 
read. 
What: This month the group is reading Quality ofL{(e Report 
by tvlcghan Dallln and is fac il itated by Rita llall. Look on 
our website lor upcoming books under the book group at 
\V\\'W. vanderbi lt .edu/ \VomensCenterlgetconnected 
When : 5: 15pm to 6: 15pm (.tvlects the 2nd fVIonday) 
for more information, contact Carmen Ghcrman at cggher
man@yahoo.com 

\VEDNJ:S D,\Y APR IL 14 
Virginity at Vanderbilt 
\Vhat: A conversation with Pro fessor Laura Carpenter, who 
has done extensive research on the topics of virginity and vi r
ginity loss. How is vi rginity seen in this country, and on this 
campus in particular? 
Who: This event is sponsored by the Vandy Fcms and the 
Office of I lousing and Residential Li fcand is open to every
one. 
\Vhcre and when: 6:00-7:00pm at the Women's Center 
For more information, contact jennifer.hackett@vanderbilt.cdu 

Tll llltSIJAY AP HIL 15 
Preparing a Will 
Who: Eva Danelwr, Director of Planned Giving, wi ll discuss 
the necessity of preparing a will. 
What : The Vandy Moms group is graciously opening up 
their regular meeting to anyone interested in free advice on 
preparing a will. 
When : II :30mn-12:30pm 
'Where: Women's Center Lounge 
for more information and to RSVP, please contact misa.cul
lcy@vanderbi lt.cdu 

Tt ii:SIMY, APRIL 27 
Intemational Stress Fest 
\Vhat : Or should we say, de-stress fest! Finals are upon the 
campus and it 's great to enjoy the spring weather, relax and 
take a break, internat ional style! Come get your fortune read 
in Turkish coftee, learn to make origami, bellydance, and so 
much more ! 
\Vho: This event is open to anyone who is overly stressed 
th is time of year! 
Where and when : 3:00-G:OOpm in front of the \Va ll at Rand 

0 N(;() tNC; ; 

Feeling Stm 
Emerging Tennessee art ist tvlelanie Jackson's oil exhi bit , 
Feeling Swt evokes a sense of beauty and hope for warmer 
days in the cold days of winter. Her work is being presented 
in the Women's Center gallery from Mnrch 2 to April 30. 
This exhibit is free and open to everyone duri ng regular busi
ness hours. For more informat ion, contact jennifer.hack
ett@vandcrhilt.edu or cnll 322-4843 . 

Women 's Center Presents 
a Special Psychology Conference 

t\ s pnrt of our year
long 25th anniversary 
celebration, the 
Women's Center pre
sented a Conference on 
the The Stone Center 
Relational-Cultural 
tvloclel ofTherapy on 
l\'farch 19 and 20, 2004. Photo hy ~lisa Culley 

Featuring speakers, Judith V. Jordan, Ph.D. and Maureen Walker, 
Ph.D. of the Jean Baker 1\,liller Training Institute, the conference 
offered participants a chance to become familiar with the core 
principles of this Relational-Cultural tvlodel, including the 
emphasis that suggests thnt people grow through connection 
rnthcr than separation. 

.. This approach. bmed 011 liste11i11g to the voices of 
won/en. acknowledges and values the e11evitable illferde
pelldeiiC.J' uflnmiml l{te a11d aflempts to address the st!{Ter
illg that arises ill isolation . .. 

Jackson Katz, Famous Anti-Sex ism Speaker 
Visits Vanderbi lt 

Jachon Katz, one of the foremost m<1le acti vists confi·onting 
the issues of gender roles and scxtml violence, spoke to Vanderbill ath
letes on Mmch 22 by the <1thletic department's request. There was also <1 
public forum that same evening at 7:30pm. 

Jackson Katz is known for developing Mentors in Violence 

Pre1•entiou (MVJ>), <1 mcntoring organization that provides gender vio
lence prevention training and mntcrials to U.S. co lleges, high schools, 
law enforcement agencies, the U.S. militlll)' services, community organi
zntions, and corporations. Katz was the first man at UMnss/Amherst to 
e<lrn a minor in women's studies, nnd nlso holds a Mnster's degree from 
the Hnrvnrd Gmduate School of Education, where he researched the 
social construction of violent masculinities through sports and media. A 
former professional football pl<1ycr, Katz tackles the issues with vigor 
and clnrity. 

Jnckson Katz helped direct the lirst 
gender violence prevent ion program in 
the U.S. Mnri ne Corps. He is n member 
of the U.S. Secretary of Defense's Task 
Force on Domestic Violence in the mili
tary, becoming the chief organizer for 
Real Meu , the Ooston-bascd nnti-sexist 
men's organization, and he has served on 
the American !Jar Association 's 
Commission on Domestic Violence. 

11!/'ormation retrieved.fi'OIII lt' lt 'll')ack
l'hoto by ~lisa Cutk)· sonkafz. cum 



Is There /lope for Men? Author and Educator, Brian Pau l, Speaks Out 

not. We can't aiTord to let this be simply a woman's problem. 
The best thing we can do is create an atmosphere where vio
lence against and degradation o f women is not acceptable." 
Another said, "Women are our mothers and grandmothers, sis
ters, wives, g irlfriends, and our best fri ends. To the extent that 
men care about these people and their indispensable roles in our 
lives, so too should we care about their well-being. Any injus
tice against them is ultimately an injustice against us." 

Men's involvement in this effort is not new; during the 

ivlen are coming to this movement fo r many reasons. They 
arc getting invol ved because they are fed up with the rape, 
abuse, harassment , sta lking, and other forms of degradation of 
women they love. As our society slowly opens up to the reality 
of men 's violence against women, men are hearing more stories 
from their sisters, friends, girlfriends, wives, and from women 
they do not know of assault and abuse they have experienced 
usually at the hands of men they know and trust. They are get
ting involved because they witnessed their fathers' abuse of 
their mothers, and they do not want to repeat the cycle o f abuse 

1970's some men began 
what were known as 
" men 's liberation" groups 
in response to second 
wave feminism. The 
groups served a some
what similar purpose for 

' ' I affiliate wit!t t!te group because I beliel'e it fills till integral 
uic!te in our commulli(l'· It gil'es men strength, coumge and 

tlte unique opporttmi(l' to speak out against l'iolence am/ be heard. 
Tltere is an emphasis on ending 1•io/ence, but it is done by educat-

or because they telt help
less to s top their fathers, 
but they are hopeful they 
can be positive models 
for other men. A man told 
me, " I grew up in an abu
sive household. This 

ing men on tile ways tltey ca11 act tmd empowering men to be 

a part of tile solution. ' ' 
me n as women's con-
sciousness rais ing groups did for women. lvlen discussed vio
lence, gender socialization, masculinity, fathe rhood, brother
hood, relationships , love, intimacy, and many other aspects o f 
lite. Some also began working actively to end men's violence 
against women. 

On college campuses today, men are learning fi·o m the expe
riences of these earlier groups and are following in a similar 
direction. They arc becoming educated. Men are realizing there 
is no such thing as "One Truth," tha t the discovery of America 
from one perspect ive was the invasion of America from another. 
It is becoming c learer to men that our forefathers did not ex ist 
without our foremothers, and that they must have also had 
important, re levant experiences to share. Men arc questioning 
their unearned power a nd privilege. They are hav ing thoughtful, 
meaningful discussions about their lives, about re lationships, 
sexuality, intimacy, violence, and many other things that our 
society has told them are women's issues. They are seeking out 
the work of authors who do not look like them or who do not 
share the ir experiences to learn first hand about the realities of 
lives ditTere nt from the ir own. 

Some of the groups exist to enhance the development of the ir 
members through these discussions and study sessions and other 
groups add an action component to their purpose. They arc 
reaching out to the majority of men who do not commit acts of 
viole nce and g iving those men ski lls to intervene in situations 
they observe or hear about where women are be ing mistreated, 
abused, or disrespected. They arc f.1cilitating violence preven
tion education programs and movie nights and discussion 
groups in res idence halls or in the student union. They arc sup
port ing Take Back the Night events, Speak Outs, and Clothesline 
Projects. There are fra ternities making conscious efforts to 
inc rease the safety of women by declaring their houses "rapc
n·ee" and by educating members to make this a reali ty. These 
men are taking a s tand and making it c lear to other men they 
will no longer tolerate behavior that jeopardizes the safety of 
women, children and other men. 

/ lpril 2004 

group has given me the 
opportunity to learn how to help stop s ituations like mine . We 
can start by taking responsibility and acknowledging that a 
problem exists. !VIen need to rea lize how much power we have 
to do something about it." 

Some o f them arc gelling involved because of the abuse they 
experienced by a family member or other loved one. i'vlany me n 
arc coming to the realization, like many women before them, 
that the abuse was not thei r fault, not something they deserved, 
and it was definitely not something they should " learn to take 
like a man." In these groups of men, they are finding support, 
validation, care, and the inspiration to be men who take a s tand 
against rig id, violent masculinity. 

Some men are also getting invol ved because they arc 
exhausted by the allempt to live up to the unreasonable expecta
tions and rig id stereotypes of cu ltural masculinity. tvlost men 
learn that " boys wi ll be boys," and that rea l men don 't cry, back 
down, or "take crap" from women. They learn that real men are 
always in control, make the decisions, win at a ll costs and avoid 
any behaviors that make them appear feminine or gay. Luckily, 
men arc inc reasingly rejecting this construct , this fabricated 
notion that all men should be one way and a ll women shou ld be 
another. They are discovering that they have the power to define 
for themselves what kind of men and what of people they want 
to be, and many describe feeling liberated by thi s discovery. 

There is hope for men. These men and many others 
like them are begi nning to see and hear what women have been 
telling us for decades. They are beginning to take these things 
personally, in a positive way, a nd arc beginning to act to change 
the c ulture that tolerates, supports and promotes v iolent mas
culinity. They understand that when we are bystanders in the 
face of men's violence aga inst women, we arc no bcllcr than 
those who perpetrate these c rimes. They believe we can make a 
conscious decision to end violence against women, to support 
women's groups, to partic ipate in men's groups, and ultimately 
to break the cycles of vio lence . 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Sarah Weddington, lawyer in the landmark case, Roe 1'. Wade, tu 

s peak at Langford Auditorium at 7:JOpm 
facul ty Stall' and Students frccwith ticket, (must be obtained ahead of 
time at the Sarratt rl ox otlice); $ 10 for community members. For more 
infonnntion, contact julin.j.park@vanderbilt.edu 

\\'r n:'\r~n .. \\' En::\' 1 1\ 1;~, A I' II IL 14 TO JL':'\1: 2 {F: tc; uT Sr~s10:-.s) 

Discover Yonr Life's Purpose & lntent 
Do you find yourself feeling discontent, but don't know the renson? 
Do you feel unfulfilled in muc h of how your time is spent? Do you 
long to feel energized and excited about ench new dny? Do you know 
whnt it's like to feel fltlly alive and sure thnt you're on the right path? 
Tnke part in an eight week self exploration group to di scover what your 
soul is craving. Through group discussion, creative exercises, & col
lective ener~y you can lind the inner peace of having a clea r under
standing of your life's purpose. 
When and wh ere: Wednesday Evenings 6: 30-8:00 (beginn ing April 
14,2004)at 122 1 16thAvenueS.,Nashville 
Cost: $ 160 (if registered by 4/ 1) A $60 depos it non-refundnble 
depos it is required to secure your place in the group and the remaining 
$ 100 will be due on 4/ 14. $240 after 4/1 $60 deposit and remaining 
$ 180 due on 4/ 14 . CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
To register: To secure your place in the group, contact Tammy Roth at 
61 5-2 18-1967 or tammyroth911 @aol.com Register early - group is 
limited to 6 participants. Faci li tated by Tammy Roth, licensed psy
chotherapist. 

f ill II..\\', A PRIL 17 
Eating Disorders fmm Day to Day: l'rrspccth•rs & StruleJ.:iesfor 
ri·iends, Families & Sufferers, with Sondra Kronberg and Carolyn 
Costin 
National speakers, Sondra Kronberg nnd Carolyn Costin , wi ll present 
this helpful prcsentntion to the Nashville community on fridny, April 
17, 2004 nt 7pm. This community chat will fcnture rcnl life tools and 
informat ion spccificnlly gem·ed to tl·icnds nnd fmn ily of enting disorder 
sutl'crers. Their presentation will be followed by n question and 
answer session with the nudience. Cost will be $ 10 nnd all proceeds 
will benelit the Eating Disorders Coalition ofTennessee. Cnll (615) 
83 1-9838 for more info. EDCT - Suppurljvr !he Righi Direction 

SL'I'iiJAY, APtll l. 25TH 

March for Freedom of Choice in Washington, DC 
A public demonstrntion in support of abortion rights and reproductive 
freedom for nil women. Check out the website 
www.mmchforchoice.org. This historic event is being coordi nated hy 
NOW, Planned Parenthood, NARA L, and the feminist Majority 
f oundation, and locnl chapters all nround the country are mobilizing 
hundreds of thousands of pro-choice people to attend. To lind out how 
to reserve your seat on the bus and be part of the Tennessee delegntion, 
contnct vnndymarch4choice@hotmail.com for more information. 
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Women's Vllmnlling list 
Women s VU is sent tt·ee, on request, to 
a ll Vanderbilt students and to faculty 
and sta ff at a campus address. 
Subscriptions are avai I able to ofT-cam
pus readers for a suggested donation of 
$10 per year. Please include your check, 
payable to Vanderbilt University, with 
your subscription. 
o Please s~nd my free subscription to a campus 

add ress. (Student subscript ions arc free to w1y 
address .) 

o Please send my subscription to an ofl:campus 
address. Donat ion is enclosed. 

o Please correct my name on your mai ling list. 

o Please remove my name !rom your maili ng list. 

Nmnc ___________ _ __ _ 

Address --------- -----

o Student (sp<<il)' school & )<.>r) ______ _ 

o Statr o faculty o Administrator o Other 

Margaret Cuninggim \Vomen's Center 
Vanderbilt Uni,·ersit y 

3 16 \\fes t Side Row 
l3ox 351 513, Statio n B 

Nashville, T N 37235 

__ _ ______________________________ J 


