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The various charitable Societies instituted by
their nation, are irrefragable proofs that they
have not abandoned their Poor, to the partial
relief which the circumscribed revenues of their
Synagogues afford.<—Voluntary Contributions
have amply supplied their fiscal deficiencies;
and Mr. Van Oven himself derives no incon-
siderable portion of his professional emoluments,
from their eleemosynary establishments. He,
therefore, of all men, should have avoided de-
tailing arguments which indicate, that the
Sources of Jewish benevolence are dried up; and
that it is.necessary to resort to' coercive mea-
sures, for openmu new channels of beneﬁcence.

Such an idea naturally excited a deolee of
resentment, in the minds of some very respect-
able members of his community; and imparting
their sentiments to the Authm, he was induced
to investigate Mr. Van Oven’s Letters, with
the sole view of reprobating the System he ad-
vocates.

Mr. Van Oven’s sentiments may flow from
Benevolence; and, emanating trom such @ prin-
ciple, certainly claims our unquglified applause.
But the Author deprecateis the invidious measure
he attempts to enforce.—d4 measure, Tikely to
give additional vigour to that prejudice, of
which the Jews have so long been the victims.

¥

Prejudice, that Gentleman- well knows, is a
many-headed: monster, whose yell drowns the
voice of liberality; and, however the Philoso-
pher and the Philanthropist, may despise its
clamours; yet, the Multitude, unused to form
their judgment of men, and things, upon ab-
stract propositions, are too often humed into
its vortex. )

To improve the habits, and better the condi-
tion of the lower classes of society, is certainly
a consummation devoutly to be wished for.—
But these salutary ends ought not to be attained
at the expence of the fr ugal and the industrious
part of the community, ‘who already groan
under the pressure of Parliamentary and Paro-
chial Taxes,

‘The Jewish Poor have hitherto been liberally
relieved; and, if the Synagogue funds are inade-
quate to their more comfortable support, the
sum placed in such worthy hands, by voluntary
donations, will greatly extend the relief dis-
pensed to the aged and infirm; enable the nation
to egect a proper Seminary for educating the
rising generation, and accomplish other bene-
ficent parposes. ‘

Every friend to morality wouldlend a helpan'
hand, to render the lower order of Jews, better-
men, and better subjects; but the mode Mr.
Van Oven has pointed out, for accompli§hing
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that grand desideratum, militates against ithe
dearest privileges of the English Jews! It is
evident to the most superficial observer, that no
analogy can be traced betweén the Christian,
and Jewish Poor.—The labour of the one may
be uniformly exerted, while that of the other
must ever be curtailed, by those religious impe-
diments which restrain their energies.-

To place the impracticability of removing the
physical, religious, and moral obstacles, ‘which
preclude the Jewish nation from ‘attaining a
knowledge of the handicraft, and mechanical

arts, through the medium of taxation and coer-

cion, in a clear point of view, is the ob_]c:ct of
the following Letter.

If the Author has animadverted with freedom,
hehas likewise tenaciously adhered to the most
scrupulous impartiality. In the detail of stub-
born facts, observations may escape, unpalatable
tosome readers; but it must be remembered that
the Author’s chiefaim is, to cloath public epinion
in the solemn garb of truth, rather than display

his own sentiments; or, in the remotest degree,
ta offend !

©
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SIR, R

PERSUADED that you merit every eulogiuniy
and confirmed in that opinion, by the, téstitnoniy
of those, who have .had sopportufiity:of €kpe-
riencing how justly they are bestowed-+I dm
induced, although a stanger, to address you; in
order toﬁpomt out in a plain and perspicuoys man-
ner, the danger of lending your name and in-
fluence to a measure, whlch appears to me preg-
nant with the most mischievouis,‘coqsequences
to your nation, and likely to entail considerablg.
uneasiness on yourself and famlly., S
Rest assured, I am meither actuated bysselﬁsh
nor sordid motives; i addressing you, my prin-
cipal inducement for expatiating on the, erros
neous system you wish to establish, -results from
the unfeigned esteem I am 1mpreSscd with,. for

your character. . : » A
34! ato :
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many dissentients. The Jews have, it must be
confessed, too often been the victims of a apikit
of persecution, resulting from a.combinatiof of
ignorance, and gloomy superstition, tincturéd
with principles. of avarice. But ¢hey have nat
been exclusively so '—OQther sects have groaned
under the dire effects of a ferocious enthusiasm!
The Jeromists, and Hussites, of Germany; the
Lolards, of England; the Albigenses, and Hu-
gonots, of France—have all in their turns, been
the martyrs of a sanguinary intolerance, nur-
tured by priestcraft, and matured by rapacity!
The Jew, as the Aathor justly observes, ¢ need
not, at present, fear heing expelled his resi-
dence, in a'general banishment of his nation
nor dread having his ;teeth extracted, for at-
tempting to withhold his property from the gripe
of extortion!” Neither need the Christian di-
vine entertain apprehensions of being consigned
to the flames in Smithfield! And yet, by a re-
currence to history, we shall find that, even
nuder our envied and excellent constitutior,
such ‘enormities were perpetrated; and at'this
day, remain an indelible stain 'on our statute
book.  Although id thise dark ages, such acts
were connived at by thie nation at large, under
an opinion, (certainly an erroneous one,) that
the profligacy of the former, and the dereliction
of the lutter, merited the punishment inflicted :

11,
but, surely no fair inference can be rdrawh ﬁ'om
the conduet of our ancestors, during the: period
of general i ignorance and barbarism, whicls per-
vaded all Europe.

But to proceed to his second proposition,
namely, ge- .

« That their Poor, (meaning the Jewish
Poor,) are numerous for want of handicraft
trades.” The first part of this observation may
be true, but the corollary is, in my opinion,
extremely fallacious: and this is demoustrable,
from the numerous Christian poor, who although
perfectly capable of becoming artizans, xuqfet-
tered by religious. tramiméls; militating dgainst
their industry, are nevertheless found extremely
burthensome, in every part of the empire; and
yet, with all their capability for acquiring !co.f'n~
fortable means of subsistence, we meet with
sturdy beggars in every parish in Great-Britain !‘

Without attempting to develope the cayses of
thése abuses, I shall content myself with- ob-
serving, that they not only exist in one of th.p
best governed States in Europe, but have .111-
therto been found irremediable: notwithstanding
mén of the ﬁxost brilliant talents in -this king-
dom, have long been occupied in the most pro-
found reseatches, to devise expedients for_ferzb
dicating such evils. 1f DBritish jurisprudence
then, with all its advantages, has hitherto been
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found inadequate to the reclamation of this de-
scription of mendicants; and incompetent to
coerce them into habits of industry '—How can
it be expected, that your proposed Directory
-with limited powers, (for the delegation of
power, repugunant to our constitution, can never
be looked for from a British legislature,) will
be able to restrain such a licentious crew; and
inculcate the principles of virtue, and habits of
industry, in persons of such a description as
your beggars are? especially after they are rein-
forced by a fresh importation of alien Jewish
vagabonds; who may migrate hither, in order
to scek what they may deem an asylum from
penury and vagrancy. Surely Mr. Van Oven
will not contend, that the aged, the infirm, and
the distempered Jews, reduced to mendicity,
are fit objects for learning the handicraft trades?
nor will he assert that the young and profligate
Jews, will tamely submit to such an incarcera-
tion as he proposes, (by recommending a house
of industry,) any more than young Christians?
Experience has already evinced, of how little
utility these erections are, and how diffienlt it
is to govern them properly. If Mr. Wood, (the
Director of the Shrewshury House of Industry,
with all ‘his acknowledged talents; sanctioned
by legislative authority, for conducting the
undertaking, is drawn so pathetically to com-

13

plain of the insuperable difficulties he encoun-
tered, in establishing a due subordinzian, and
proper discipline, in such a receptacle of licen-
tiousness—who is there among your nation, pos-
sessed of mental powers, adequate toso Hercu-
lean a task? But if you could find one every
way qualified for the situation, would you wish
the Jewish juvenile mendicants, to receive the
rudiments of their education, and their initiation
in the handicraft arts, in such a sink of vice
and profligacy? For in order to lessen the num-
ber of Poor, of the rising generation of the Jews,
and teach them to become artizans, you must
shut them up in your House of Industry;’ or the
evils you wish to remedy, will still continue to
exist. And where are your funds for carrying
the plan into plenary effect?—your operations
must, inevitably be on a limited scale; for your
funds canhi

of;:however highly you may tax your
community,

enable you to support all the Jewish
youth, whom it is your intention to shut up in
your House of Industry. And you mustextend

your care to !/ who stand in need of aid, or you

will only entail an odium on your partial oper-.

ations.

You will find, Sir, upon a fair investigation
of the subject, that genuine charity, sound
policy, and a pure, and unostentatious huma-
nity, should direct your attention in a pre-emi-
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nent degree, to the rising ‘generation; for the
probability of inculcating moral precepts: in their
infant minds, and impelling them to early habits
of industry, arc infinitely greater than the
chance of reforming the adults, whose enormi-
ties you will find yourselves wholly incompetent
torrestrain; and who by coercion, may perhaps
be driven wholly to sccede, or apostatise from
your religion, instead of contenting them-
selves with simply nnovating its ceremonial
preeepts.

- ‘And if you should find means to acquire legal
power to coerce the English, and alien Jewish
vagrants, of both sexes, who now infest the
streets—can you possibly conceive that a house,
where the most depraved Jews of every part of
Europe; and' females, long habituated to vice
and profligacy, are to form so consxdelable a
portion of its family, a proper wiibiigiis for the
education and instruction ofvour‘]tfsemle Poor ?
I am convinced you would be struck with hor-
ror, at the idea of affording them early oppor-
tunities of seduction! and would be the last man
existing, to resort to so hazardous an experi-

ment!-—Your character is, to me, a sure pledge

that it is unnecessary to press this point further.

You would find toe, if the experiment was

made, that the expenditure would greatly exceed

your resources; and after all, your Poor would
‘W%d jas

LA
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rather increasé, than decrease, by'the adoptiot
of Mr. Van Oven’s planﬁlas wfatal}y been
experienced in ‘many parishes, where similar
measures have been attempted. But we will
now’ proceed to the investigation of his thlrd

¢ That the relief, as at present allotted for
this Poor, is very inadequate, and requires
amendment.”

I profess myself greatly at a loss, to compre-
hend the Author’s meaning, when he talks of
allotted relief. That your means of relief is at
present limited, I can easily conceive; from the
pressures of the:times, itis an universat com-
plaint in every parish of the empire, and not
peculiar to your nation! The calamity of'the
poor, are deplored in every part of the country,
but alas! much is to be ascribed to the dege-
neracy of the human mind! That idlencss, pro-
fligacy, and vice, have ever pervaded a large
portion of every community, even in the best

regulated' societies, is a melancholy ¢trucism !

Like weeds, in tlie richest soils and best culti-
vated gardens, they are not to be kept under by
ordinary means, in spite of our unwearied ef-
forts, they too often check the growth of the
most luxuriant vegetation! The Allwise and
Omnipotent Author of Nature, has permitted

this inexplicable arrangement, doubtless for.
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ulterior. purposes of .beneficence; although to,

finite beingssghose %716\\:3 and comprehensions
arc as superficial as they are limited, the system
may appear somewhat defective.

It is owing to the depravity of our specms,
rather than the contracted operatiodig

g ef charity,
that the funds appropriated for the €6mfortable

subsistence of the poor of every description,
havehitherto been found inadequate, The bounty.
of individuals is often abused, and eleemosynary
establishments are frequently perverted.—You
would early perceive that your more extended
benefactions, would have a tendency to mul-
tiply mendicants: and, after you had shut up
those who at present infest you, (which you
could only effect by coercive measmes) you
would open another door for the ingress of a
fresh set, who would overwheln you from the
Continent.— Thus, without remedying the ex-
isting evil, you would subject yourselves to a
greater, by alluring, (from a prospect oﬂ»ecu-
niary aid,) the vely refuse and dross of man-
kind; and entail on the English Jews, a deoxee
of odium, from the turpitude and licentiousness
of these emigrants, greater than that from which
they now hegin to emerge !

Can you expect to ohviate the cousequences,
or remove the evil, by a partial tax .on your
nation, residentin London? How few are there

17

tmotg you, who are permanently established 7‘
And still less are the humber of those, who may
be able to discharge an assessment of from £3
to £20 annually, over and above their parha—
mentary, and paroclnal assessments:. Y ou are
too well acquainted with mankind, fot to be
sensible that the Jew who is capable of paying
£920 one yeaf, may from the v1c1531tude‘ of hu-
inan affairs, and the fluctuations of property, be
rendered incapable of contributing as many shil-
iings the next!

The system of Poor Laws founded upon, the
43d. of Elizabeth, and the subsequent stgatfutes
enacted, for perfecting that system have been.
found wliolly inadequate to -effect. the saluta.ly
purposes for whicli they were plOJCCted and
framed, by the greatest men of this, or pelhaps
any other age or kingdom.—And do you
expect to ﬁnd among your nation, men capable
of improvirig upon the collected \VlSdOHl of
Great-Britain, and her most emlnent and ths-
tinguished Senates?

Believe me, Sit, my principal object is to ex-
tricate you from that vortex of prejlldlce, 1n.
which you have been nearly ing ulphed —I en-
treat you to pause therefore, and fo exert your
natural strength and vigour, to extricate ?0[11-—
self from the perilous situation, some mtelcsted

B




5

R

DRNSURUETE S

L A A S

18

‘men have hurried you into. I would ask you
if it be your aim to coerce the poorer Jews, and
force their children into such a receptacle as is
recommended by Mr. Van Oven nolens volens ¥
Or is it your intention to require Parliament to
arm you with the invidious power of compelling
adult Jews to become inhabitants of what, I
am convinced, they will in spite of your bene-
volent intentions, view as aprison? And can
you conceive it will be promoting Judaism,
(already so much on the decline, as your Author
can testify, mziugre his orthodox ph'incipl&g ) to
impose additional taxes on your brethren ; many
of whom would probably gladly avail themselves
of apportunities, for wholly withdrawing them-
561V€$ Aﬁ'om. yolir conimunity!

Are you so misled by your counsellors, to
cthéive that the existing penal, or poor laws,
will ‘be ‘incrqa_'sed, altered, or abrogated, upon
slight or trivial grounds®  You are aware,
that your nation already enjoys all the im-
munities of .other British subjects, who dissent
from the established church. Do you imagine
then, that the 1vegislature* will sanction a new
power in the state, or delegate an authority
to the opulent Jews, to assume an uncon-
stitutional controul over their poorer brethren ?

# Mr. C—n’s sentiments in his letter to your author, pretty clearly
insinuate what would be the fate of your application for new smmunigies

19

And would you wish to immure them against
their will, whose poverty is, perhaps, their only
crime! while the rich and licentious may, with
impunity, contemn every precept of the Mosaic
polity? ‘

Dut ceniam Corvis, vevat censura Columbas!

We will not however, dwell on this theme,
but proceed to the discussion of your Author’s
deduction, or what he terms his fourth con-
clusion, viz. '

““ That any plan for the amelioration of the
state and manners of this Poor, must be ma-
naged‘without the smallest infringement of their
ceremonial law.”

I cannot contemplate this fourth conclusion,
ot proposition, repugnant as it is to every prin-
ciple of liberality, without calling to your Au-
thor’s recollection, that to such inhibitions, and
not to any political or moral restrictions, is the
ignorance of the modern Jews, in literature and
arts, ascribable! They have hitherto bred up
their youth, in asingular contempt forall kind
of profane learning, and arts; and we find in the
Apostil to the Text of the Mishna, a severe
anathema denounced on him, who suffers his
son to learn Greek, and him who breeds up a
boy in profane learning; as if the one was
equally impure as jt}}e othﬂx, (%) VY;cdxur Author;
Lsaioeaie s

(¥).Gantz Zemach Da7id p, 134 &alit. -
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who has doubtless read the Work 1 allude to,
should therefore, ascribe the ignorance of his
nation in arts and sciences, to its true source.

. But as I have already disclaimed all intention

of entering into a polemical disquisition of reli-
gious topics, 1 shall content myself with ob-
serving that your Author will certainly obtain
the ready acquiescence of every good and vir-
tuous man, when he asserts that <“ He considers
the man who apostates* from motives of worldly
mterest, as a scoundrel whoin no tie can re-
strain!”  But he would have found such an
asquiescence more genera}, had he added. that,
the hypocrite who assumes a whining cant.about
religious precepts, which he has repeatedly vio-
lated from motives of lucre, a still more detes-
table character'—For my own part, Sir, I honor
the man whose tenacity to the religious tenets
which he deems just, is as uniform: as his ad-
herence to the ritual of his ancestors; such a
oue, acting sincerely, and from internal con.
viction of the divine origin of his religion, is
entitled to applause! But I detest the hypo-
crite! and were I disposed to recur to antiquity,
I might ask this son of Hsculapius, whether
Moses himself, if he were to revisit our earth,
and be introduced into one of your Synagogues,
would understand the. modern .Hebrew gabbled

e . -
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there; or could possibly form any idea, from
svhat part of his oral, or written law, the mo-
dern Jews had framed their ritual1* :
Having endeavoured to place the propositions
contained in the ¢ Letters on the present State
of the Jewish Poor, &c.” in that point of viewy
which they have occuired to me, and a great
number of respectable persons of your nation;
I nmust beg leave to observe that you lay too
great a stress on Mr, C——f———11’s approbatio_n
of your proposed plan.—That gentleman, whose
talents and character have a just claim to our
tribute of applause, has certainly drawn his con-
clusions from an erroneous opinion, that qll the
Jews in London are unanimous, in'the proposed

application to Parliament, for power to tax .

‘themselves for the support of their Poor: than
which nothing is less tfue; a very large portion

being decidedly inimical to the adoption of the

plan; although perfectly willing (Iam informed)
to contribute towards the erectionof a Seminary
for the education of the Jewish youth, &ec. ‘

I must apologise, however, for this digression,
and proceed to a further investigation of your

B 3

# Vide Basnage, Spankeim, Buxtorf, Pierre de la Croix, D Herbelot,
Prideaux, Warburton, Newton, &¢. and your own Aben Ezra, and
Gant‘z Tzemach David, Kinchi and others, who have demonstrated
that the Modern Jews have perverted the langusge as well as Laws o5

Moges,

L
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P%zm. You plainly intimate, in the 8th article
of your projected Bill, that the Directors can
only appropriate relief, to the extent of your
fu;nds; and that the remaining Poor are to >re-
ceive the usual Benefactions at their own habj.
tatlons.. If you cannot comprehend all your
Po-o'r, In your proposed operations, * where is the
utlht:y of resorting to partial remedies? and
'shuttmg up one part of them in yeur House of
:}?c!ust‘ry, while you leave the remainder to
] ject—which is
to regulate the economy of the Jewish Poor;

and make them bezter men, and better subj

The. - . nects,
hose' who will remain at large, maugre yvour
donations, : “ade

S are likely to entail as great a degree
s 0 0 . : 13 ‘
W our nation, as your present race of mendi-

cants. And whois more likely to feel the effects

0:f such general odium, than yourself—the osten-
sible head of that peop.le?‘ o
the natural malignity which
pqtion of mankind, may then impute the pro-
fligacy of the lower J ews, to those, whom Fhe

Suppose, - possessed of plenary powers to .1‘63—7

Every man, frem
pervades so large a

mstram their enormities.

By z.ulverting to the history of the countr
yo*u will find in the less enlightened ages of tl);
Heflryf‘,, the Edwards, &c. that asupberstitious
prejudice against your nation, pervaded e‘vver";/
part of the kingdom; when the fiyst objects c-n’f,

23

public'indignation, or clerical persecution were,
generally, the most opulent and prominent cha-
racters among them.—An unprincipled avarice
too frequently compleating, what originated in
a sanguinary enthusiasm.

But it was not in England alone, that huma-
nity was thus outraged. The Crusaders of the
eleventh and twelfth centuries, perpetrated the
most horrid cruelties agaihst your nation, under
an idea, that slaughtering the Jews would pro-
pitiate heaven, and ensure them victory! and
some of those fanatics, in their march through
Germany, actually caused fourteen hundred
Jews to be burnt, at Mentz, in a single day?*

The persecution (’)f.the; Sh(j:pherds of Francc;
Spain, &c. in the beginning of the fourteenth
century, furnishes us with another sanguinary
feature of European intolerance in those days. 4

Thus the spirit of persecution pervaded all
Europe, and continued to increase in England,
until its effervescence caused their final banish-
ment, in A.D. 1291. And it was not until th;
usurpation of Cromwell, (when your famous

Manasse Ben Istacl, obtained footing in this

country, and so effectually wrought with the -

Protector,) that your nation was permitted to

return to England; although he could not suc-
B 4

* Moulins Chron. Germ. lib. 15 & 16 p. 123, 126 Pistor Hist, Germ.
om. 3 Sub. A. D. 103g.
k 4 Vide Basnsgo b, g ¢ap. & lib. 19, cap. 10,
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ceed in obtaining a repeal of the statutes which
had expatriated them.

The liberality of succeeding times, sanctijoned
their residence in England, and sub silentio, al-
lowed them to par tlclpate of the sameadvantages
as other recusants. But the fer ment which the
naturalization Bill caused, is still recent in the
memory of some of your people.—If an intoler-
ant spirit, in this enlightened country, in the
middle of the uohteenth century, tended to pre-
clude your nation from a participation of the
common tights of men; and could excite such
clamours, that it became dangerous fora Jew to
shew his head in the public streets; what may
you not apprehend, when your measures shall
render you more obnoxious to public censure?

“ Forbear then, the adoption of all projects
which may provokediscussion: rest satisfied with
the taut immunities, (if I may be allowed ‘the
(prxessxon) which you at present enjoy; and
pemnt me to deprecate every attempt at raising
imposts upon yourselves.—The experiment may

be dangerous, and perhaps, open a new channel
of Fiscal resour ce, which it were as well to leave
undisturbed. The lev:ymo' taxes upon your na-
thI] by Tegislative authority, will be found
a measure e‘qually 1rl\some and dangeious; and
the mode of 1mpoamo' it may, tosay the least,
be only opening a door for litigation and con-
troversy.—The mode of taxation which you pro-
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pose, is repugnant to the letter and spjrit of the .
constitution.

The only just criterion for every species of
parochial assessments, is by a Pound rate on
house-rent; and your assessment cannot be less,
in many instances, than 10s, or 12s. inthe pound;
which, in addition to the parliamentary and pa-
rochial taxes, will be found an insupportable
burthen on many Jews, who at present hve in.
credit; and must inevitably create considerable
uneasiness among you ; while the mode of appeal
Pomted out, is of such a pature as may ulti-
mately he found ineflicacious; as in all parochial
assessments, an appeal lies from the Quartcer Ses-
sions, (or Justices,) to his Majesty’s Court of
King’s Bench; and the powers of your intended
Act, cannot extend so far; vuless that Court is

-armed with an express jurisdiction in this par-

ticular instance, a measure which may be found
inexpedient in more respects than one.

And to resort to your proposed Directors fur
redress, is metamorphosing the party into Judges,
who will thereby be empowered to decide on their

wn malfaisance ; while a direct appeal to His
Majesty's Courts of Record, may perhaps, be
found incompatible with the existent system of
Jjurisprudence of this country. The céurts of
law are certainly céinpetent to take cognizance
of the acts of a corporate body, recognised by
statute; but such statute mvunbl) arms the
+ superior courts, with a power to dischar ge or
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enforee a rate, made b

¥ persons fully competent
to its formation.

A single statute cannot, in
my humble apprehension, delegate the necessary
and  requisite powers to our courts, without
trenching on existent laws, which ought neither
to be modified nor repealed, merely to enable
your nation to impose a tax on yourselves. How-
ever specious the theory of your project may
‘appear, the excellent and truly estimable system
of British Jurisprudence, - cannot be -deranged
for trivial, or unimportant causes, unconnected
with the political or fiscal arrangement of the
empire. Nor does it less savour of presumption,
to conceive that the Chief Justice of England,
is to be iuterrupted in his important vacations,
in order to superintend, revise, and correct, the
bye-laws framed by the Jewish Directory! This
absurd proposition, certainly requires an apo-
logy to his Lordship; and your modern Solon
should, as the best atonement he can make, for
the insertion of so indecent an article, immedi-
ately obliterate it from his code,

Yet, Sir, in deprecating all attenpts for legis-
lative interference, in the @conomy of the Jewish
Poor; or rather in inveighing against the pro-
Ject of “procuring an Act, for the purposes so
often alluded to—I am anxious to be under-
stood, not in the most distant degree to urge
any arguments which may ultimately militate
against the extended operations of Charity, or
the utility of erecting a proper College, or Se-

N
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minary, for- the education of your yOuth—.ou
the contrary, I would have every proper obe:ct
participate in the one, and the rising generation
derive the most beneficial effects from the erec-
tion of the other.

Your principal objects, namely, that o.f.ex-
tending your charity; and making thfa rising
gencration, better men, and better su-b‘]_ects, 13
not only laudable, but highly meritorious; ne-
vertheless, I am decidedly hostile to the accom-
plishment of these niost desirable ends, through
tiie mediumof taxation or coercion.—Voluntary
contributions have never yet been withheld, and
that 1ﬁode_alone must be still resorted to, foxf
accomplishing your wishes,

You are, (I am informed,) possessed of a

fund sufficient to erect a proper Seminary, ‘for

the education of the Jewish youth; and I beg
leave to recommend that measure as a prim-
ary object: and its accomplishment will probaltly
be found, productive of all those beneficial
effects you aim at, without attaching such an
odium to the measure, as must inevitably fasten
on it, if you resort to a compulsory system, for
establishing, what should only be formed and
supported by voluntary benefactions. .

By erecting a proper College or Seminary, for
the ‘education of your Jewish youth, you need
not lose sight of revenue, for it may be divided
into three classes, viz. one for the poor children;
another for those whose parents are in middling
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circumstances; and a third for the oﬂspm,o of’
more opulent parents,
The first should be cloathed and educated
- gratis, and taught to chaunt their prayers in
chxe\v reading and writing English, and
‘mthmntlc, until they attain the age <)f 14
and then be apprenticed to Taylors, W eavels,
Gilass-Cutters, Watch and Clock-Makers, En-
gravers, &e. these trades the Jewish children
may be taught, and practise without violating
their ceremonial law, as they can work at theip
own houses on Sundays.
The second class should pay a small sum
anunually for their education, and be cloathed

by their parents, and taught the same as the

poor class;* with the privilege of paying the

masters for teacki ing them any extra br

anch of
lcammg or science.

The third class should pay from £20 to £50
per annum, and bet taught the Hebrew, Latin,

¥ iench Grerman, and I° nglish langu uages gram-
mdncall)

m ll.‘\lC

together with the sciences; dlawm

dancing, and other ac(‘omphshmentb

might be separately paid for, by those who
wished their children to acquire them; this
mode of education would operate in the most
salutary way; it would render your nation more
respectable, and ensure them the esteem of their
fellow subjects, and create such a revenue, as
would in time, enable youto apply a surplus ta
eleemosynary purpoeses.

RF
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Half the sum you are in possession of will be
sufficient to erect such a College or Seminary,
as I have presumed to recommend, and 1f the
revenue arising from the payment of the opulent
and middle classes of students should be found
inadequate for its support, it may be endowed
with the surplus revenue of your Synagogue;
and perlaps increased by that of the other two,
by coalescing with them for these very salutary
purposes; a measure which the Portuguese Je.ws
might, perhaps accede to, when its aclol?t}011
only embraces superior education in the rising
Hebrew generation, without resorting to coer-
cion or taxation, for its ag‘:cdﬁmlishmeut.

The remaining sum might be most laudally
‘exp‘ended, in the erection of an J‘\sylum, for‘
the lame, blind, and infirm Jews, incapable of
procuring means of subsistence by their infir-
mities.—And likewise, in the erection of an
Hospital, for the sick and distempered J ews,
or those suffering from casual causes.

To effect these desirable ends, voluntary con-
tributions would, I am persuaded, be poured in
from the benevolent of all nations, should your
means hereafter, be found unequal to their sup-
port.  Charity pervades all sects, Qal'ld every
class of people; it knows no distinction; it 1s

as much an attribute of the untutored savage of

the southern hemisphere, as of the refined and
llighi'y civilized European; and nothing tends
more to the illustration of this position, than
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your own princely benefactions, to the several
Tustitutions that record your liberality in such
appropriate terms of applanse.

Your Author by his Letters, rather insinuates
that the Jews require an additional stimulus to
acts of beueﬁccuce; -and  that their charity,
without the imtervention of Parliament, must
be on a confined scale. But upon what data
does he found these conclusions ? It i$ prover-
bial among the Jews, that their benevolence to
their own poor, is as boundless as it is indiscri-
minate. If they merit censure, it is not for with-
holding their bounty, but for extending it with
too indiscriminate a hand: this anmiable fail-
ing howevel’,lis with them amply atoned for,
under areligious opinion, that no Jew ought to

be denied participating in their bounty, Iest

such denial should furnish thein with excuses
for transgressing their ceremonial law; and
therefore, those who were capable of aiding
them, would be inculpated in their sins, were
they to withhold their charity from such de-
linquents. u

You have had ample experience, that the
Jews, influenced by your noble example, have
poured forth their benefactions to the Christian
Poor, with as lavish g hand, as they have
contributed towards. the support of their own
distresged brethren.—And can you possibly con-
ceive, that it would uow be restrained, if you

“ thought proper to convene the whole body, and

demonstrate the cxisting necessity for its exten-
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z Be oum
sion? Where is the member of your society that
would witlthold his mite on sucli#an occasion?
Were you to adopt this method, before vou
proceed " with your projected Bill, you would
tind the hands and hearts of the whole commu-
nity, co-operating in your wishes.—But if you
persist in procuring by coercive means, what
you may with facility accomplish by voluntary
subscription, you will rouse a spirit of opposi-
tion, which may ultimately destroy the har-

- mony and union, which your own influence and’

cement!

Try the experiment of a ballot on the question,
when the minds of the congregation are left to
display their sanction, or disapprobation of the

example, have so eminently contributed to

measure: by such a medium you will arrive at
their true and unbiassed sentiments.—A public
discussion of the question may be inexpedient,
as those who consider themselves under personal
obligations to you (and your liberality has cer-
tainly placed many in that predicament,) may
be deterred from delivering themselves with that
freedom and sincerity which the discussion ofso
* important a question merits. '
Remember, Sir, that there is an imperious
necessity superseding all lesser considerations,
for your proceeding in this measure with the
utmost caution and deliberation. The native
Jews of this kingdon), long habituated to the
franchises and privileges of Englishmen, will i
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not easily bg brought to compromise that free=

dom to whigh they (oncelve%tnemselves €n=
tltled by inherent right ! Difference of religion
may indeed (l:squahfy them from participating
in ‘common with their C]]letlan countrymen,
in the legislative, and municipal honors of the
empire, but it ought not, nay, it cannot; debar
them from their natal rights and immunities.
The jealousy expressed by the Portuguese
Jews, of your intended measures, -is sufficient
to rouse your attention to the dlﬂlcult), ,1f not
impracticability,: @f' carrying it intd*execution.
That comurunity, when appliito, plainly. told
you they shoyld watch the progress of gf?)m :Bill
*ithrough Parliament, w1th a wary eye, lest; they
sshould, b?drao ged info a- system, repugpant, to
their u;Las of?}ﬁeedomé and especially as they
had effected by volgntmy coutribution, what
- you aimed to accomplish by the most ungra-

cxous means. .
1 w1[l 1 not, - howeser encloach further on

your time at:present:—the argument I ‘have

adduced, flows from a sin'cer(, desire to 'mdke'

,your nation better men, and bea‘ter su{;eats

without xendeung them ObllO\]O‘ to those 'uu-‘

.madyersions, Whlch A plematune obtrusion o

the pubhc is likely to pr ovoke. ‘

Iﬂn;n, Siw,

" Your’s, &c.

PHILO JUD/EIS‘

Printed I y Blacks & Pa-rry, Leadenhall—Slreet.
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