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192 LIFE OF LORD JEFFREY.

and this at the very moment when most people’s
hearts were agitated with delight in the belief that
this glorious change had already begun, and that
the Peninsula was henceforth to be inhabited by a
population of patriots. No one who doubted this
could then be endured. But it was not this solitary
article, however detestable, that produced the rival
journal. The only wonder is, how it was not pro-
duced sooner. With the principles of the popular
party so powerfully maintained in one publication,
it was impossible that the principles of the opposite
party could remain undefended by another. Had
Don Pedro Cevallos never appeared, and had the
subordinate indiscretions of the existing Review been
all avoided, and had even its political matter been
diluted down to insignificance, still, unless its
public tone and doctrines had been positively re-
versed, or party politics altogether excluded, a
periodical work in defence of Church, Tory, and War
principles, must have arisen; simply because the
defence of these principles required it. The defence
was a consequence of the attack. And it is fortu-
nate that it was so. For besides getting these opi-
nions fairly discussed, the party excesses natural to
any unchecked publication were diminished; and a
work arose which, in many respects, is an honour to
British literature, and has called out, and indirecgly
reared, a great variety of the highest order of talent.

Jeffrey’s feelings on seeing the first number of
his rival, were these,—*1I have seen the Quarterly
this morning. It is an inspired work, compared
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with the poor prattle of Cumberland. But I do not
think it very formidable ; and if it were not for our
offences, I should have no fear about its conse-
quences.” “ Tell me what you hear, and what you
think of this new Quarterly ; and do not let your-
self imagine that I feel any unworthy jealousy, and
still less any unworthy fear, on the occasion. My
natural indolence would have been better pleased
not to be always in sight of an alert and keen anta-
gonist. But I do rejoice at the prospect of this
kind of literature, which seems to be more and
more attended to than any other, being generally
improved in quality, and shall be proud to have set
an example.”—(To Horner, 4th March 1809.)

The favourite imputation, that the politics of the
Edinburgh Review were all merely intended to faci-
litate the return of the Whigs to power, in so far as
it was meant to impute dishonesty or factiousness to
its conductor, are amply refuted by the knowledge
of all his friends of his disinterested sincerity, and
of the fact that on many occasions he gave great
offence, when he thought it his duty to do so, to his
own party. Upon the two great points of the war,
and of that Whiggism which urged the due cultiva-
tion of the people, he has recorded his conviction
of the hopelessness of the one, and the necessity of
the other, in one or two of his letters.

“] must say that a temperate, firm, and en-
lightened article on Spain, would, of all other things,
be the most serviceable and restorative to us at this
crisis. I cannot indeed comprehend your grounds
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