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400 ORIGINAL CRITICISM.

cution is such as to rendex it worthy cur approbation. It would be
an advantage to youth, if some.such tompendium as the present,
which contains much very curious as' well as usefal information, was
regularly read in all our schools and academies at stated periods. .

A Collection of modern and contemporary Voyages and Travels, Vol.
IIL.' Containing Pouqueville's Travels through the Morea, Alba--

“nia, and Several other Parts of the Ottoman Empire, to Constanti
nople, from 1798 to 1801 ; Mangourit's Travels in Hanover, in
1803-4 ; Fischer's Letters during a Journey to Montpellier ; Touy
through the principal Provinces of Spein and Portugel, in 1803 ;
Journal of a Tour in Ireland, in)804; with Awalyses o:: Carr's
« Northern Sumsmer, and Turnlulls Voyege round the avo.
with 9 Plates. Phillips. A
Could we believe Dr. Pouqueville, his adventures in Greece would
be interesting ; the Editor, however, has added notes occasionally te
confirm or illustyate bis remarks. Mangourit's Travels in Hanover
we noticed at length in our Appendix to Vol. xxix. p. 441. Fischer's
Letters on the South of France are much more interesting and authen-
tic than either of the preceding;—he very successfully and justly
exposes the erroneousness of the vylgar idea respecting the salubg;y
of that climate, and the Paradisdical enjoyment of Montpellier. We
have often had occasion to mention the diit and vices of the people in
Nismes and Montpellier, and M. Fischer has here more fully ex
. them with his usual vivacity, This volume also contains the original
of the Tour in Spain and Portugal, which was lately uttempted to ‘be
obtruded on the public asa new work. It has here, however, a

more respectable and honest character, than when manufactured into

two volumes. Respecting the Tour in Ireland, we are strangely
enough informed, at the end of the volume, as dn apology for the
reflections ““ on the Irish charseter, (by which, however, Irishmen
should profit) that it is the production of a Scotchman ! Upon the

whole, we have no hesitation in-saying, that this third volume of Con-"
. temporary Voyages and Travels is well worthy the perusal of il

personsalesirous of an acquaintence with the manners, customs, anti-

quities, and natural history of nations. R ‘

e ———————————————————————
REVIEWERS REVIEWED. .

An Apology for the Edinburgh Review. .
—Pudet hac epprobria nobis
Et dici potuisse, et non potuise refelli.——Ovip, MeT. 1.

" To the Editor, of the Antijacobin Review.

S1z,~~When a man takes the liberty of volunteering hiis-services’
before they are called for, he is in a somewhat awkward predicament,

~
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An Apolsgy for the Edinburgh. Review. s01
aptl bardly, knows which way to excuse himself for deing what nobody
‘desired him to do. . Such is, I confess, in some measure, my unlacky
situation at present. I have taken upon me te pen an *‘ Apology for
the Edinburgh Review," and, for the life of me; I cannot exactly
say what was my inducement; tor, certainly; I dare not address the
coaductors of that celebrated Work, as Samuel, heretofore, addressed
Eli, Here am I, ffor thou calledst me; and, indeed, were I to effect |
such a piece of presumption, I should probably only be mortified by -
old Bli's rebuke, 7 called not, my son; lie down again. :

However, to wrangle no further about a point which I shall pro.
bably, after all, never very satisfactorily clear up, I am détermined
to cut the Gordian knot at once, by declaring, that baving witnessed,
for some time past, the malicious attacks _made upon this popular
Journal, through the slanderons medium of its.cotérporary luminary,

“the Antijacobin Review, I have felt a sudden motion arousing the
powers within me to stand up.in its defence. What the Edinburgh
Reviewers will say to me far this officious interference I knaw not ;
bt as my-whole heart and soul are with them, I hope they will excose:
any oddity in my manner, and, after the :good old fashion ' of sober
times, kindly take the will for the deed. . :

* ] would not, however, have it supposed that, ‘in the apdlogy here.
offered to the public, I am, Quixotte-like, arming, cap-a-pée, to
demolish a mon-entity. Alas! very far from it! The Edinburgh’
Reviewers, uncogscious probal?lJ of - their pexilous situation, have - .
been long dancing on the edge of a precipica. They have been hug-
ging themselves in their fair fame, apd carryiog their heads high,
crowned with laurel, without perceiving the eavious mildew gather-
ing around them. Malice is ever striving to stifle merit. From the
mt they began to shine, they became enveloped in the shade of

Surmises were formed. Sarcasms banded about. -Jacebin, - -

ism suggested. Here a flaw was detected in’ their ‘principles ; there

an inaccuracy in their language. Here they were deficient in sub-

limity ; there in sense. Now they were too serious; now too lax,

This moment they came flying upon the wings of the wind ; the nest -
thsy crept upon all-fours. Something, in short, was always either .
100 learned, or too dull ;—too tame, or too declamatory ; too partial,

or too presuming ; too pedantic iff its structure, or too democratical

in its tendency ; and it was charitably * boped, for the honour of

the nation, that the second volume of this occasionally able, and

uniformly abusive, Journal was forgotten,* even before the Anti-

jacobin could find leisure to treat us with a brief sketch of its

contents. N ! . .

It was with no small concern, that I beheld the brightest ornament
of British literature thus cruelly wounded in its reputation by such
whiffling opposers. And as, with a too intimate knowledge of onr ,
ctabbed nature, the Poet had long since observed, I

" ) Diram qgui contudit Hydram,

Notaque fatali portenta labore subegit, .
Comperit invidiam supremo fine-domari,+

* Aotijacobin Review, 1804. 1 Hor. Epist. ad. August.
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it, by parity of reasoning, pretty well'secemed to follow, thut the
same. ungracious fate might, one day, await even their illustrious
habours, by. which, in all likelihood, many monsters were destined
to be crushed in the egg, and many Hydras of the dreaded race of
the ' Cacoethis scribendi to be ‘snbdued. For, #s the apothecary's
mortar, it hds beén remarked, ‘often rings the'patient's pauim-bell,
g0 do their seasoiiable flagellations consign to oblivion' the m B
productions of the day, which had otherwise stolen both fame and
pudding from the sulrages of the ignorant; abd laid the whole wurld
of letters under a disgraceful contribation. - .

The period, however; is, at length, arrived (and I will not blink
the question) fairly to' meet the matter at issue, and either, by a ton-
viction of inability, to confirm the accusations of the malicious; or,

‘by a full exposure of the inanity of these viperous attacks, to set the
question at rest for ever. The Edinburgh Reviewers have hitherto,
indeed, been ddomed ‘¢ to work aguinst wind and tide, and to own .
" Religion in ber rags ;"* but it shall go hard with us if we don't make
a better business of it than did the late Commapder in Chief; and
as sure as ever we gais a verdict of acquittal, they shall hence-
forward ¢ walk with her in her silver slippers, where the sun shines,
and the peopie applaud her.”+ - .

Let it not be supposed, -however, that I mean, like the Knightof-
La Mancha, to dip my bands up to the elbows in adventure, and,
enthosiastic in miy admiration, to go all lengths jn their defence.
No, I have none of the hypocritical suppleness; Heaveh be praised
of the Poet's parasite about me, Quidquid dicant, laudo: id ruzsnm
si negant, laudo id qonogue.— Negat quis, nego: ‘ait, aio.{ And,
indeed, were I unblushing enough to copy the premises, Idon't know
that I should be so lucky ‘as to fall in with the conclusion. Possibly,
for the sweet bit of the sweet penny,§ I might only come in for a

-bitter pil. Like an honest lawyer, therefore, I am determined to
scrutinize my. brief, before I plead, slap-dash, for my worthy clients,
through thick and thin, - : N

To clear-the way, howevet, as we go, it may be necessary to pre-
mise' why I bave crammed my portidge with consecrated bread, so
frequently drawn 'my aliusions, and, in some sort indeed, my very
language, from classical authority,’ and, in a more especial mgnner,
from she Bdinburgh Review itself; and, further, v::! I have berein

-, made use of only the four (ast numbers of that admired publication.

Be' it known then, that; baving to deferid a sublime work, I was
mightily desirous of doing it in a sublime manner; for, as Sancho .
justly remarks, in the pleasant discourst between his master and the:
bachelor, Sampson Carraseo, it becomes every man to take care how
be takks, or how he writes, of other men, and not set down at ran-
dom, higgle-de-piggledy, whatever comes into his noddie, It was
necessary, therefore, to call in exotic amistance, to the support of.
indigenous genius, 1 bave, with-this view, laid all I could catch bold
of under conuibution, and compelled them, with one consent, to

# Pilgrim's Progess, 1 l&d. { Toereaecis Eunveh, § Hids
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't_lﬂ_ihi? the golden image, which King Jeffrey of the North has been
pl tosetup. But even these powerful amxiliaries would very
imperfectly have availed me, could I not luckily have gone to the
fountain-head for my materials.—Dulcius ex ipso fonte bibuntur aqua,,
It will be found, therefore, that Y have' largely drawn uppu ibe pages,
of the Edinburgh Revietw itself, for the laud and commendation with
which I have invested it, and have fairly bufied it ia a bed of its @wn
roses. It might, perbaps, have been as well to emblazon theis
exploits in .any other language ; but * when we have done enough,
there is no occasion, you koaw, to stuff the cushion with straw ,#
and such an abundance of good things do their pages contaim, that .
we may well -afford to make them honey from their own stores.
¢ None butytkemselves can be their parallel.” After indulging in the
magnificent carruscations of 'the Edinburgh Review, thers ig, po-
sitively, no enduring the plain pike-staff phrasealogy of any othec
work. _Besides, genius, they say, is of an infectious Rature ; and as
Longinus was reported to have imbibed the Homeri¢ spirit, whila
engagud in discussing the beauties of the Iliad ; so, in treating of the
energies of their critical Journal, have I, somehow or other, felt
those energies infused into my own apology, and, treading in such
splendid steps, have become, as I hymbly conceive, by, a sort of sub-
lime contamination, occasionally splendid myself. y
As to the circumstance of having, in many, and various, quota-’
tions, drawn only fram the four last numbers of this blazing stdr of -
the first maguitude, I must honestly confess that they are the only
numbess I have, hitherto, been favoured with the sight of, I take.
shame, indeed, to myself for baving become sa }gfz: reader of sa .
. universally circulated 2 wark, and shall patiently gbide the reproach
of offended dignity ; * not to know me argues yourself unknown.” -
How I, at length, found ‘out that the Edinburgh Review was worth
reéading, it i3 immaterial to mention. Suffice it to observe, that
No. 23, for April, 1808, was the: first these .eyes were, alaa! ever
blessed with the sight of, - S
‘It is some cansolation, however, that, though I have beea, hitherto,
"destined to take up with ¢ an universal blank’ for this ¢ boak of natuve -
fair,’ having had. access to .none other than, those pitiful publications,
the Antijacobin Review, the British Critic, the Gentleman's Magax -
zine, aud trash of a similar description ; there .is still, thaok mp.
stars! epough before me for the most riotous meptal enjoyment,
I 'ask not what has preceded Number 23, I am satisfed with the.
specimens aI'ready in my possession.—Ex ungue leonem, And if dge
Fabulist’s old woman was at no luss to judge of the quality of the
Yiguor frorh the mere smell of the cask, I must be even somewbas -
below an old woman in sagacity, if, from the Coriathian fragments,., -
I camnat conje,cture the exquisite, design ‘of 'the whole wonderfal -
structuze. Tsis, jt bas been somewlxere.qbserwd, was agcustomed tar. .
reveal medicine to the sick by dreams But I will venture, meo
periculo, fo declare to those whouage ayake, that, from -the; Brunm: ,

rera—— e 9
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wion system of the Edinburgh Review, are we alonc to look for the vitat
re-integration-of all Britich literature. And, as the eating of garlic was
prescribed by-Hi tes, both to those who were, and to those wha
intended to get drunk ; “so may the perusal of their glowing pages be
recommended as well-to thém who do, as to them who wish to cut a
figure in the republic of fetters. Fpr, from my own experience, 1 can
assert that, having, at length, been tempted to taste of this ** tree of
interdicted knowledge,” a most wonderful "acuteness has, some how
or other, been gperated upon my intellectual optics; for 1 feel that
it is, indeed, ‘ able to make gods of men,” and, like mothet Eve,
I could almost find in my heart, in company so delicate, to fly
¢ forthwith' up to the clouds.” Now as, in'all cases, sauce for the,
goose is held to be sauce for the gander, I make no doubt bat that
every reader of the Edinburgh Review will, if gifted with a philoso-
rhie_nl precocity, find bimself cockered and spirited up after the sgme
egerdemain manner, and «“ feeling vigour divine within him,” will be,
ready to exclaim, with the undaunted leader of the revolutionary

'y

I

¢ Qur puissance is our own ; our own right hand'
¢¢ Shall teach us highest deeds.”"——MiLTON.
Havirig premised thus much, by way of introduction, I proceed te
an investigation-of the cliarges that have, et various times, and, by a-
variety a? skulking” 0d jnsidious means, been brought against the.
Edinburgh Review. "Aid.though I am not, believe me, vain enough
to fancy 1 can give8lander such a quietus as may settle her till dooins- -
day, (for the tomtit wilFtwitter upon the Eagle’s back, in spite’ of @)
yet if she still finds courage te continue to blow her trumpet, I hope,
at any rate, before I have dote with her, to purify, in some measore, ’
the bad breath she bas hithertb seot forth ; a task,’ let me tell you,
of no small importance, in an age of talkative and brazen presumption
like the present. ! ' IR
The first hc:bjoction, then, which I observe made to this celebrated

work, is, that it is not, pr ly s ing, a Review, but merely’
a collection of detached essay:l,)er liavi‘t:l;?':ﬂegconnection with the sgy-
ject under discussion, and being very confined in its selection. That
further, a misnomer is fixed on the very face of the petrformance,
for that what is called the Edimburgh Review °* is now generally
believed to be principally manufactared in London,™* and that tbe
hireling writers thereof * are resident on this side the Tiweed,
esting their way to the Eoglish Bar, and laughing at the credulity of *
John Bull."+ A ‘ '
- Now, as far as this objection respects a confined selection, it must
surely be deemed nugatory, insomuch as the Edinburgh Reviewers
themselves have, it seems, disclaimed the idea of any thing likes °

« history of general literature: for I understand them to declare, that
they ‘ decline any attempt at exhibiting a complete view of modem
literatare, and confine their notice, in a great degree, to works that
either have attained, or deserve, a certain portion of delebrity.” § *

® Antijscobin Review, June, 1807. t Ibid, § Ibid. Feb. 1804.
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And, very propet, T think, ‘is sach & determifiation T for % a pradent

physician prefers a few well-chosen, remadiey. to. this éortfited farrago -

~ of the Matefia Medica, so' do they wisely seleet the* cHole' ‘morsels

'y of criticisth, and leave the -tag~rag tribe of thcip-bretbrir-io do as -

they will with the remainder. . And, indeed;: it -out of afl character
tompEoue that they should condescend to identify, thelr acutétiess of
remark with every vulgat thing vomited from'the press in this prolific
“ Age of Publication.” i C : :

- As to the Edinburgh Review consisting of mere essays, having little -
» . eonnection with the work under discussion, where, 1 beseech you,

is the sin, or.shame, of Gerius being so thoroughly absorbed in its_
‘own lofty doings, as to overlook the crude-and disjointed spéculations
o others 2. \Vgl:at if they are now and then, as in the case of ‘Bishop
Wsrburton, ** completely carried away from the bbok, by:the title of

which their observations were saggested,” * would you stop thein in' -

the midst of their flaming energies with a whistle in their ‘ears, sub
Judice lis est; and that the writer is mertified at their parading' round’
and round with their own bright effusions, without its on&é-entering

their thoughts to notice the dulness of his? Very. pretty indeed,

if things are come to such a pass, that transcendent tilerits must be

* chsined under the yoke of some stupid custom,; andl {lie 3538 panniers
hid across the back of the generous war horsgw<ios- i#8 ) e Edin-

burgh Reviewers will, I hope, have sapirit enp g 10 aﬁs'ﬂt.ﬁuch
absurd accommodations to the publicaste, auds Hiké the §5s 11 ing
in kis strength, will continue, after their tven #4chibi, “® dispense
light, and kife, to a benighted world, who are Qidiicd to' gaze on the
majestic orb, without ability: to trace the liug,‘ ot its mysterious revo-

“1n out old-fashioned Reviews, indeed,’ of the South, the 'work
criticisad is the prominent part of - the entertainment.- - Buat they’
mangge these things better in the North; and prudently considering
that «_ Dionysilis and Philip together are too much for one article,”+
- though tire authot is, of courtesy, it.is true;, introduced to the audi-
ence, he is taught better manners: than o figure upon the’stage’in the

nce of his masters. They very soon, therefore, shove “him

hind the scenes; and when, after &' due tourse of ' flowrishing’
through the magnificent’ circle of their own-deat idcas,. he i¥ coldly
invited to make his appearance again, be may think himself pretty.
well off, if they condescend to say.good by'te yo#t; without. sending
bins away with'a sthart cut across.the shoulders; * Now, how much
more dignified is this, than to suffer thes¢ cilprits,at the bar of

Apolio, 10 el iheir own tedious talé, and to strut, abd rént, and call' -

“mames,- if -they byt fancy you will hold from them ‘thié acoustothed
civilities of literature. "I have no nation_of ' indulgidg autkiots in,
- these. consequential airs. - Let them pack off, and take thélk ** mileZ
:':eeruditidg"t with d:er?; It will'serve well:enaughi  to egifch
Geutloman's Magazine,” § where,. amid’« ‘d"'m“ﬁ of anti-
qemed: stupidity,” || ‘it ‘may fiod 2 M.pmb:glf, in‘thésr Temple

% Edinburgh, Review, No. 26, "pe's34. 1{?& No, 24, p. 479.
1 Ibid. p. 449.% § Boid. T Ibid. o
33, 7ol 38, July,-1809. ¢ U '3

’
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of Fame.—Or, st any rate, Noctes atque dies patet atri janua Ditlge
. there's the Antijacolin Miscellany open, night and day, for the recep-
tion of 'all comers and geers, if -they do but produce’ their passpost
of having abused, or been well abused by, the Edinburgh Reviewens,
.or any of their infidel sateilites, - .~ ’ o

Don't tell me that this is barsh judging—a writer is never neglected
but when he is not worth notice. That this happens nine times ont
of ten is no fault of theirs. Cap the Edinburgh Reviewers make ability
‘where natare has not bestowed it? and, where it is deuied, are they not
very considerate to snpply the deficiency by their own? And it is wun.
derful, by the bye, what they are gnabled to perform in this way.
Set them down but to an eighteen-penny pamphlet, and they will

resently work you up from it an elaborate treatise, full of arguments
ded on, be sure, nothing less than everlasting principles—for, like
the immortal Raphael, their excellency. may be said to consist. in the
«“ powers of inventipn, and . the skilful accommodation of other
faen’s conceptions, to their own purpuse.” Be the subject what it may,
they never fail, by hook or by crook, to demonstrate .iheir
omniscience before they have done with it ; until, from the asbes of
some poor crazy composition, arises a Pheenix 10 astonish the
admiribg multitude. And as Midas was celebrated for turniag .all
be touched to gold, so from the vilest scyibblings can our Reviewers
extract matter%or the sa remark ; and, like the fly in. the table,
look plump and well-favoured, even though they fed upon a———
Zibeta Occidentalis. : . )

But indeed, they who censure this substitution of detached Essays
for a regular critical Journal, may be said, like peevish. brats, 10
quarrel with their bread and butter. For as the alderman’s beef,
the king of roeats, comprebended in it the quinteisence of partri
and quail, and venison,.and pheasants, and plum-pudding,
custard,* so the Ed. Review, the king of Reviewers, contains within
itself not only the heart and soul, where it has any, of the work under
consideration, but a rich abundance of original sentiment.into thé
bargain. Iu turning over its pages, you are disgusted by ““no tane
vlvriu‘ng, no intervention of ordinary passages, no enervation of the
high powers of the mind,"” no “ stooping of the wing™+ and balking
astrong conception; but all ** bears the zeal and impresy of genius,"§
Aad though, in consequence of these ¢ rapid and lofty movements§™
we may occasionally be whirled into regions beyond the chrystalliye
orbs, and bewildered by speculations remotely convected with the
subject, we are yet to remember that their very vagaries smack of
inventign, and that ‘“the light that leads asiray is—light .from
Heaven” ! || for,'like the great and unhappy Lord Verulam, the
Ed. Reviewers are “ spirits of that high order that go ingeniously
wrong, snd who cannot even err without instructing.” ¢ -

Though, therefore, to -alter thelr plan.would be, in.effect,

* Swift'’s Tale of a Tub. " 1 Ediobargh Review, No. 33, p-27, ke
“. "3 Ieid. No, 25, p.256. § Ibid. |} Bums,
§ Nood's Enquly into the Life of Homer,
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endanger their repdtation ; yet, aware that they have given a new
character to review writing, and that the world is but little disposed
to pardon afy abefration from established customs, it may not perhaps
be amiss 10 obeerve, in extenuation of this supposed offence, that as
* the sin which most easily besets a translator, is that of grafiing: his
own sense on that of his original,”* so the"danger to whicha
Reviewer is most exposed, and, by the bye, ¢¢ the temptation, is the
stronger the more he is a man ol talent and imagination,”} is the
giving us his own, opinionsin lieu of those of his author. ‘Besides, is the -
conjecture altogether unressonable, that *the Publicis apt to exaggemnte
alittle the value of what it receives,without any previous expectation ;"¢
and I dare say we every one of us read the Ed. Review with ter
pleasvre, for not knowing before hand ‘where its train of thought
tnay conduct us ; like travellers in a romance, we are every moment
deluded by a change of scenery. Heroic knights, love-lorn damsels,
filling waters, hanging gardens, enchanted castles, clouds, comets,
#pd Zrmies in the air, all flit in delightful succession before us.
Grecia capta ferum victorem cepit, et artes intalit agresti latio,
‘The genins of the Reviewer hurries us, at will, through his magic
pages ; and, like men that have *¢ eaten of the insane root that takes
the reason prisoner,” we have no power to controul the charmedspell,
but, wili-he nill-he, are conveyed * to Rome, te Athens, or the lord-
knows where,” and are only recdiled to the stupid dulness of plain
common sense, by recellecting that all this is but ¢ the baseless fabric
of a vision,’” the work of minds wrought in the sathe mould with oar
own; and that, amid the delirinm aof our rapture, instead of escorting
my Lady the Princess Micomicona, we have merely been huntin
up Sinc¢ho's ass, and devouring the pages’ of the Edinburg
Review-!? - : C
As to those who have no taste for this method of composing a
critical journal, let them seek elsewhere for entertainment. 1, for thy
part, love to behold the expamsions of intellect, and the cloud, no
bigger \han a2 man’s hand, 'to cover by degrees the fuce of the whole -
beavens. What ! does an overflowing excellence lose its nature ?
If Chrysippus wrote a complete volume upon cabbage, need  the
Edimburgh Reviewers Mush at producing a regular treatise from
the flimsy ratio¢inations of a Grub-wreet pampbleteer ? "But there

Aare Goths and Vandals that spurn at every exhibition of native genius ;

#tid as those who have drunk of. the ‘Clitoriad fount are said to
contract an uversion to wine, so do these dull and insensate beings,
bred up iu the droning sentiments of the Antijacobin; or the British
Critic, feel no rapturous nnison with * the voice of the charmer, charm
he ever so wigY';'.' Indeed, in vain will you attempt to electrify
hese clodpoles by the most daring and lofty speculations. They have
souls of an uncouth growth, and bad rather basely grovel in the dust,
than * tidiy the Whirlwind aed direct the' storm™=-all we can do,
therefore, is to leave them to their folly. Qui vult decipi, decipiatur.

. * Ed.Review, No.23,p. 56. + Ibid.p.2. § Ibidp.l,
Co vz - .-
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Upon. the-whole, I biold- it no objection, wimieser, to- thia fat-fammed.
national work, that it is confined in its selection, and is, in fict, any
thing in tbe world, rather;than a Review., Call it by what title
you_please, you cannot. impair its merit—it will still canstitute, in
the eye of reason, the admired standard. of all that is great. and excel
lent.” Indeed, “‘we have not met with any thing neatly so good,”*
since the revival of literature: ; apd we cannot but regret that it shonld,
have fallen to the lot of, the Edinbuysgh Reyiewers to liye in an irex(
age, when interest Jords it over intellect, apd - when the. glory of the
Salgmanca schools should have.commenced Bachejors_of -Arts, and
" taken theirdegrees for nothing; for what is the coplposing a eritical
* Journal, and serving the Booksellers, when they have ** talents to serve

the world " I hope, however, for the honour of gepius, that they
“will, somehow or other, be provided for in the. end; and whether
!(m ‘make them governors of Asiatic provinces, Semi-Diplomatists, or
‘ members for rotten Boroughs;” depend dpon it we shall not find it
thrown into an old gack; for, like squire Sancho, they bave long age
felt their own pulse, and find themselves sound enough to rule king-
dorus and govern islands, : :
. O fortunate Empire of, Britain ! which hast the talisman of . thy
' security ; within thine own confines.¢ abilities 50 transcendent as thesa
manifested by the Illuminati’ of -the north, bave indeed rarely beea
vouchsafed to *“ any mortal mixture of Earth’s mould.” -
: Praesenti tibi mataros Jargimidr honores,
Jurandasque tuom per numgen ponimuy aras,
. Ni} oritarum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes ! ¢ - .
. As for the remaining part of the slander, that the Bdi
Review is generally belicved to be manufactured in Londen, and thet
" its bireling writers are eating their way to the English bar, and
laughing at the credulity.of Jobm Ball, it is one of thoge subserfugis
ignorantie that can only deserve to be treated with silent contempt:
be mere ipee dizit of an anonymous scoffer can surely be entited to
little respect ; and I have more serious busingss upon my hands thas-te
‘wiiste my time in combating idle conjectures, which make nothing to
* the matier in hand, apd wbich, were there-even any grounds for them,
could not subduct an atom frogm the intrinsio.reputation of .the ‘werk_
which they thus foalishly affect to depreciate. I digmiss it, therefere,
10 the tomb of the Capalets, ' T e
. Voild une fort belle entcte—s0 now to the second, There are gaetain
- cold and. phlegmatic creatures, who, . cating little about what is
wansacting op the grand theatre of the universe, affoct to make it an
objection to the Ediuburgh Review that, takenall togethes, it is tgo rouch
of a pouitical cast, and that a. Publication, professing to comprehend '
- within its grasp the various departments of science n:f literature, should,
not allot so lasge a portion of its pages to.one subject, and that tao, te
scholars, bx no means the most ime:es?n s and mose. particularlyy
as even in the opinion of its friends, ¢ tﬁeadvetﬁmn&of e first

* Edinpurgh Review, No. 34, p.401, B 4+ Hor. Bp. d;-Avgl;t.
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“sagver alorded 00 ! to expett that its pagés should be dedicated

to purpeses éf politicsor party.”* 'Nay niofe, thit even articfe’s where
‘we should Jeast look for'sny < favourdble octasian to speculate vh
their dﬂlixi topic, .ate yet so transmuted,. daring the process of
‘discussion, is, somnehow or ‘another, to furmsh out their contingeng

‘® the comman stbck:;.-and that, By snisnadversions convéyed ma

wort of logse-convenient generals, which free them' from -e minuta
vestrictions of traath,” + these Reviewers are constantly‘in hot ‘water,,
dawiling out Politics, Politics, and prepared, Jike Knights errant in'h
somance e ‘* rin‘a muck, and tilt at ali-they nieet.'t. T

« Now, ¢htt ‘the ‘Edinburgh Reviews, taken in the gross, miay, per-
Haps, be said to'te of a political complexion; I will-not dény; nor will,
1 even-hdld sut~#gainst the accusation that a thread of politics may
be discernibly triced Through the whole body ‘of its disquisitions.
But I do, sad evér mait, contradict the hasty - assertion, thiat *“thexe
wbjects too mii¢h abound,” and that these * favourd¥le occasions,” for
the display of -legistative powers, to frequently occur. ‘Whit, hy
ot the pottér Jeave to mould his poroelaih- after his owh fortn and
feshiion ? and, in the projection of-a Critical Journal, are hot'the con
ductors at liberty to cunsult  the signs of the times ™ - Now palitics,
we all know, is the pole star of I'nglish éddcation, from the States-
min, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, to the viflage Hampdén
who imbibes his ‘cobstitutional pririciplés at tie barber's shop, or thd

blacksmith's stithy. The Edinburgh Réviewers bavé no anthotity .

oter the fares and~déstinies; and were people 48 fond of reformin
themselves a4 they fire of mending the State, the Joarnals of the day .
would soort chitue in with the fashion ; ‘and tieatises of pdlitics would
become as fusty as treatises of piety. . Bot, s0-long- as this world is 4

vast deal berter thinking of than the hext, so- long &5 men aré S‘:j o

with the rage of philosophising; and firicy themselves etter gi
to canvass shie ‘rpbasures of government, than' che state 6f their owm -
sotuls; and even the mr.d‘geg'slmiv’e‘ coundil of the pation imelf i

slmost ae. much delighted with sifting the-evidence of & 'Lady undér - .

tio, 4s with -dccompanying thie: Speaker, ‘on = fikt day,

w0 duplore the Diving assistnce;—thie watchfiil gnardidns of Jitdratas .

makers of manners,” must bow the knee to Baal

mugt swim with the “stredmn; #nd; ‘instead of & iri:g‘io‘ be ““ the...
» &l
descend to, < eatch the manners living 28 they rise.”

With infinite address, therefore, do the Edinburgh R_eviewe'n“&t'_ ) ‘.

With the full weight of their talents- oo this popular subject. They

toach this grand main spridg; and, more fortanate than Archithedes, *

Mving gained a. footi
Mchleg: pre-scieace :fg, Napoteon himself, ¢ in that valnerable hear¢
.they plant the dagg{]." t dssuréd that ¢ the temotest linib will quives
with the shbek:”§ . Nor n'igh(. ot daj, do they desist to lift'vp their
woice like & trampet, anql !¢ to el a whole nation the whole of -its
~fanits." || ‘That ‘it may 'pledse Heaven to énable them, by thie force

N 2

# Antijac. Rev. June 1807.. 1 Ibid, July 1808. § Ibid. June 1808.
.. §.Edinburgh B’view, No. 25, p.230. .} Did. No. 24.
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of their own potent reasoning, ““ to endue the Lords of the Counoil
with grace, wisdom, and uaderstanding,” is a petition that entess
duly into the liturgy of their pious orisons; and could they but oace
clinch King William's scheme of a comprebension with the Dissen~
ters, and\emancipate the poor opp Cathalics of Jreland, they
would have a sweet sleep of it, 1 dare say, efterwards. - But fair and
softly, my Northern Hotspurs ! we are not ripe for such bigh dai
'at present. You must * scale the cliff, and dance on hollow wi
with antic shapes,” a little longer, before the Devil and Déctor Fanstus
will be ready to join in, the rigadoon; for neither. was Rome, you
knew, built, nor Quack Solomon's Anti-Impetigenes, though a ¢ safe,
. salutary, and absolute specific,” swallowed down in a day. )

But your small politicians,who, as Swift observes, are mighty forward
in forming profound conjectures, have somehow or other, ‘it seems,
taken. into their heads, that the Edinburgh Review is little better

. than a fortress of Jacobinism ;* that the tendency of its discasions
§s to free the mind from the wholesome restraints of government ;
that honest English patriotism would disdain to suggest, and expe-

. Yience, to sanctify some of its leading theories ; that its writars, who
‘¢ were, most of them, provided for by the late Ministry, whe sought
to render the King a cypher in the State,”{ are, upon all ioos,
forward to predict the ruin of their coyntry, eager totrzuceher
gouncils, and, by consequence, not undelighted to palsy her, exer-
tions. And this Philippic they, very consistently, f(ll
expressing their bopes, tiat “¢_as one of the first glories of the ‘Anti-

jacobin Review was to silence the. Analytical, it will be equally soe-

cesaful in silencing the Edinburgh, which croaks the same tube,
though in a different key.” lf o .

" Alas! so incmn;lty will malice be twitching at reputation, .that,
s Falstaff observed of honour, ¢ If it comes, it comes unlovked for;
snd these’s an end.’—~But with respect to the calumny in question, —

as hec novimus esse nihil. For possessed, @s the Edinburgh

" * Reviewers occasionally may be, with certain * sublime.doubts,” §
with a sort of regicide greatness of conceptiop, as I suppoae 1y -

gnemies would term it, tbey are atill Aposties of true,:Brigghy

Burdettits, liberty, and have nothing so much at heart as the whli.

" being of the Empire. ‘They bave no desire to remove the. seat. of

government to the North ; they merely prescribe, like experiended

'gtiy;icians, the doses of those * doctrines, in a recurrence to which
e salvation of England is to be found ;" || and provided they could
anly see yirtuous men in office, and knayes out, would, for their
.awn part, ¢ care mighty little. whether they were called upon to pey
trfbute to Caesyr, or to Pompey.'q Not, indeed, that they have any
yiolent objection to a Whitbread, or a Wardle, at the helm, and 3
Bpanish war, and the Income TFax, departing, like a vision of the

* Antijacobin Review, August 1804. .+ Ibid. Jupe 1807.
$ Ibid. August 1804, § EdinburghReview, No. 24, 356.
* R-Ibid. No, 24, 434. 438. Ibid, No. 24, 481.
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night. *The prejudiced declamation of the Demagogue™® they hold
in abhorrence ; and as for our Cha‘r:b establishment, far enough,

;lear, innocent lamb-like souls! are they from dreaming of its demo-
- ! (To be continued.)
—
'MISCELLANIES.

On the authenticity of the Poems of Ossian; and observations on the
" opintons of Malcolm Laing, £3q. the Rev.” Dr. Graham ; end
pfessor Rickardsen., - .
*. As children sometimes sing befors can , 50, it seems
rude nations have 2 turp forn%oetrv l':egg they shew’ any talent (o}
aml’yzinéathe prin¢iples of human language. Itis, at any rate, a
turious fact, that the genius of true paetry—that poetry which is most
closely allied to the free energies of human feeling—has gradually
withdrawn, as the langnages, which he employed, grew more po-
lished and technical, It would be going out of the way to tell the
cause of this, and to mention, at fength, how imagination is cramped
. and repressed by nice formalities ; it is enough, in order to be con-
vinced of the truth of the ,observation, to compare the works of
fancy, which appeared in the easy days of composition, with those
that have felt the squeeze of criticism, in these moye correct, but
mere fastidious times. In the former, the whole production, the
good and the bad, was natural; the good bearing the genuine marke
of poetiical inspiration, while the bad, it must be acknowledged, was
very droms : in the latter, the great mass, with very few exceptions,
is artificial, apd confined to a tame medigcrity. From this it is net’
to be inferred that there were none, in ancient and early times, who
thought themselves poets, without having received a commission from the
‘Muses. Suchhaveappearedin every age: but the obstaclesto writing and
transmission weére then so great, that none but those lofty spirits, which
weére guided and impelled by the workings of rare genius, could effee-
tually surmount them. Lord Bacon, indeed, in one of those unlucky
moments, when authors will rigk the imputation of speaking nonsense
for the sake of saying a good thipg, ventured to assert that, in the
stream of .tirne, as in other streams, gll that was weighty and valuable
. bad gope to the bottom, and that nothing of antiquity, but the sticks,

and straw, had come down to us. We are rather of opinion, not

‘withstanding the high authority of Verulam, that we have, at Jeast,
‘pretty fair specimens of what the men of old.times could do, both in
_eratory and philosophy, as well as in poetry ; and we are, moreover,
inclined to regard a considersble proportion of the poetry ascribed to
- Qisian, with all its beauies, and with all its faults, as a memorial of
the genius and séntiment of the ancient Caledonians. We are not,
however, prepared to assert, nor does Dr. Grabam thibk it essentia)

s * Edinburgh Réview, No. 24, 481.°
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exrs.” The sanctified traveller, is often a debauched man, and stran-
gers have no great regard to character. An immoral man in a strange
country, may wear the masque of vistue, as long as it suits his pur- . -
pase. The observation was niade ages ago, by Sallust, and human
natore remains unchanged. The rounder is conversant . with oppor-
tunities : be has studied the times and the seasons; He knows when
to erect his tabernacle, and where, and he bas sagacity enough to
ive the moment fbr retreat ; toescape o a distance, and to take
shelter, where the report of bis intrigues may never reach him. ‘- The
rofundity of two female saints at —~———- was lately discovered : the
rounder had disappeared, S :
In sbart, itis high time that the legislature should pay attention
to the encroachments of methodism ; which ate most alarming. And
there can be little doubt, that the hints whigh we have just thrown
out, have a better claim to consideration, than those crude suggestions
of the Edinburgh Reviewers. o e,
XI[\(I);I“ next article will include a review of Volumes XI1I. XIIL and

. ) —— e
An Apology for the Edinburghk Review, ‘
+ (Continued ﬁ'qmﬂ]}'agle 3'1’1 D)

-They simply contend that- test and "corporation acts are not
- its proper pillars of support, and that were knocking Jack of the
North alive, ‘the burden of his song would probably be * down with
them, dowrt with them, even unto the ground.’ 'Though aware that
their political locubrations do actnally sway the four quarters of the
globe, they yet modestly remember, ‘O si si¢ omnia ! that they are
but men, and ¢an, therefore, walk the streets withont turning up
their noses at all they meet. Tu be sure, for the English Ministry,
who - are notoriously mere old women, they entertain a sovereign
contempt ; and, indeed, had not the invincible Napoleon wisex Leads
than theirs to contend with, we should soon Frobably be honoured.
with an army of the Thames, or an army of the Tweed. But so
" long as the conductors of tlie Edinburgh Review, the Dii pennates of.
the mation, will condescend to wield the sceptre of English politics,
ard to their diplomatic talents to his wily machinations, we
may. sefely, I believe, set the Great Nation at defiance, and rest
quietly in oar tight little island. . .

Indeed 1 for the sagacity <f my couatrymen, that they should
thus veature to attack an adversary io bis strong hold. —They fhight .
as well pretend to break a spear against a battery of cannon, for so-
peculiarly gifted are the Edinbutgh Reviewers for political discussion,
that they may be said to be cut out for prime Miristers 3lmost from
- their very cradles.. In fact, they seem possessed of an intuitive
knowledge, both of all that has been dome, or that is-about to be
dope, .For, though placed, as they ingenuomsly confess, on the
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‘¢ mere threshold of Continental politics,”* they are yet able to see
far and wide, and to command the whole civil and military prospect.
After volunteering their services t6 demonstrate how sadly affairs are
managed at home, they kindly point out to us the mode of rectifying
aur disastérs, and of retrieving our injured honour abroad. Thus they
" tell us (and to be sure its all as clear as the sun at noon day; hew we
should have fought our battles in Spain, how we should bave aided
our allies in Portugal, in what manner we should have co-operated
with the gallant King of Sweden, and by what means we should have
carbed the folly of the imperial Drivellet of the North. ‘They then
treat us with a ludicrous exhibition of what Napoleon would have
"done with the assistance of an English Ministry, and what he has
managed to effect without it.} In short, be the subject’ what it
may, they do trim it over most completely, that's certain.. While
Jbolding forth on diplomacy, you'd fancy they kept the keys of every
Cabinet in Europe. When employed on money and exchange, they
are the political eeconomists of the Realm. When discussing the
principles of gravitation, even the Plumian professor himself must
acknowledge, that be is fairly foiled at his own weapons ; and as for
the society for the Suppression of Vice, to the utter shame and con-
fusion of its members, they prove to you that a combination of per-
-Jured attornies, and fraudulent bankrupts, understand more of the real
nature of virtue.} So that you see very little tegard is to be paid to
the unfounded insinuation of the Poet, that * one science only will
one genius fit;’ for, like Goldsmith’s Village Schoolmaster, they. are -
qualified for a touch at every science,~aye, and can pepper them over
pretty smartly too.
Lands he could measure,” terms and tides presage,
And ev'n the story ran that'he could gauge.
In arguing, too, the parson own'd his skill,
For ev'n, tho' vanquish’d, he cou'd argue still ;
While words of learn'd length, and thund'ring sound;
Amaz'd, the gazing rustics rang'd around,
And still they gaz'd, and still the wonder grew;
That one small head cou'd. carry all he knew. .
Deserted Village.

When, therefore; we perceive the little attention men are di

to pay even to the sublimest speculations, and how they still prefer
* the road to ruin' in #pite of evéry prophetic warning; neithet
altering their course, nor, as it should seem, much solicitous about
the cunsequences, plainly as_that course is pointed out to be erro-
‘nepus, and those consequences te be fatal; it almbst makes one s
convert to the Poet’s fearful surmiise, .that an unseen power spurned
underfoot the awful fasces of Rome, and .that there are spixits atiove
envious of the grandeurs here below.

* Ediuburgh Reviéw, No.24. 443. + Ibid. No. 25, Art. 14.
$ Ibid. No. 26, 335.
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-, Usque adeo res humanas vis abdita qusedam-
Obterit, et pulchros Fasces, seevasque secures
Proculcare ac ludibrio sibi habere videtur.

. Lucret. 1. 8.

For there is; otherwise, no tolerable account to be rendered how
men, who display such stores of legislative erudition, combining
within the pages of a Quarterly Review, the policy of ancient, and
the machiavelism of modern, times, should yet no more be listened
to, than a Borough Member of the House of Commons. ~ Surely the
¢« Age of Reason” must be waning apace, when even these cock-
erel Talleyrands of the North, in all their pomp and pride of argu-
- 'mentation, cannot bring the Swinish multituade back to common
sense, nor so much as persuade a drowsy Ministry that they ave
¢ wandering in a world of enigma,” * and that their discussions in
the Cabinet are mere conversations in their sleep. .
. As firm patriots, however, they will, I hope, still hold on in their
course; and, like Cassandra, continue to prophesy for the>good of
an incredulous and ungrateful country. Above all, they must not
suffer their noble spirit to be cast down by this astonishing general
apathy ; but rather, with redombled vigor, let ¢ the walls of St.
Stephen resound with—wha wants me,”+ conscious that ¢ afavour-
able occasion” will soon present #self of indulging in their darling
declamation. And let them not be deterred by the idle cry of no
political cant,~~no elucidations of the state of Ireland,—no Lettre aux
[Espagnols-Americains,—no Code de la Conscription,—no expeditions
against Copenhagen ; for though, Yo be sure, the Edinburgh Review-
may be a little like Pompey’s feast at Epirus, a collection of many
dishes of seeming variety, but,.in fact, all made out of one hog,
and, of course, nothing but perk differenty disguised; yet, as has
been pleasantly enough remarked, ¢ there's an excellent variety of
sauce.” $ ' ’
Indeed I know of no subject that so well tallies with the daring
genius of our Northern Reviewers as that of politics. And to this
study, too, existing circumstances are, luckily for the display of théir
talents, peculiarly favourable ; for it is a remark made by one of their
popular writers, that *“ the times of regular government, and polished
manaers, are to be wished for by the feeble and. weak in mind ; but
an unsettled state, and those convulsions that attend it, is (arQ) the
proper. field for an exalted character, and the exertion of great payts,
Merit there rises always superior.”§ Not unmindful, therefofe,
of . their own importance in the revolutionary order of the day, they
fix upon a mode of composition that is best fitted to the development
of their Herculean powers. Men, measures, Ministers,--- every
thing, in short,  rotten in the state of Denmark,’ they attack, and
that, too, with as little ‘“ management and reserve in their Janguage”§

# Edinburgh Review, No.24. 356. 4 Antijacobin, June, 1807.
-4 Tale of a Tub. § Blair's Dissertation on the Poems of Ossian.
: il Edin. Review, Na. 24, 482: o
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as a Crown and Anchor omtor could wish for. To be sure, I will
" mot say, that as < men, whose trade is ratscatching, leve to catch
rats,"* the politician, who fancies all wrong, may not secretly be
delighted with actually figding all wrong, and may even occasiouslly
wigh for disaster that he may indalge in invectjve, as Cardan, we are
told, baving fixed the time of his , abstained from food that hit:
prediction might be fulfilled, But thiy.is a mere extranecus circum-
stance, and can.make othing ggainst the general benefits of free and
easy discussion. We live in a lapd of.vfiheﬂy, my boys! bat we
should not live in a land of liberty long, if the freedom of the Pros
was rot all alive at fair Edinborough Town, and democracy a shorter
" out, in a Barrister's road, to the Tejple of Fame, than Coke upon

Littleton./ ) ) .

Proceed then} O ye glory of your times! and persevere in yout
path to immortality, though earth gape to devour you. Revolu-
uonize the dull minds of your countrymen, shew them ¢ the king-
doms of the world,"and the glary of them,’ and te)! them how to
come in for them, if they will only away with all *“ vassal feelings™t
ot subjection to * the powers that be,” and fall down and worship
tne dear philosophical divinity of reason! Wever stand toying with
conscience, and manifesting any “ painful anxiety to ascertain the
. exact truth of doubtfiil passages; and the probable motives of ambi-
.guous actions ;" + ‘but, embracing some future opportunity ¢ to verify
pacticulars narrated,” § touch them off with ¢ thoughts that
breathe, and words' that bum,” aud leave them ta find out the

authenticity - of the ‘statcruent as‘they can. The divinity of reason -

will dispense with puncvilios if politics, and a sic me Deus adjuvat
et ommes Saiicti, is sufficient authority for any assertion. Be the
subject, therefore, what it mag, whether an Asiatic research, a His-
_toty of the Siave Trade; an Edition of Dryden, or a Tale of Flodden
Field; in son.e part or other of the critique, let the cloven faat
3 and so put your heart and saul into the act, and fulminate
o the darling topic, that seizeqd, at length, like the Macedonian
-onqueror, with a noble madness; ;you may actually fancy yourselves
under the process of deificatiop : - )
. L Assume the God,
: ~_ Affect to nod,
: And seem to shake the spheres?

Bat it is time to dismiss this futile objection, of which our adver-
saries are now, I suppase, pretty well ashamed. At any rate let
them not imagine thdt their sarcastic insinuations of want of prin-
ciple, and of the Edinburgh Reviewers, ¢ finding assertion infinitely
more convenient than proof,” || will give them a moment’s uneasi-
Dess, For, alas! so alive are they to the anxiety cteated by their
own statements, and so lost to every thing but “ the dreadful crisis
which is preparing for us,”q that, whether you call them Popery,

* Edinburgh Review, No.26. 338, + Ibid. 3 Ibid. No.24. 285.
4 Ibid. || Antijacobin, July, 1608. €] Edin, Review, No. 26. 461.
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or no Poperymen, Jacobins, or Antijacobins ; ‘whether you tax them
with jumpin‘i for Xing George, or Buonapdrte; whether you dvem
thers, like the melancholy miinstrel,” ¢ wond'rous wise,’ or actually
believe them. * mad,’ is a2 matter of no copsequence, They are ¢ too
much occupied with "honest anxiety,"even to be cohscious of the
contempt with which, at anothér time, they might treat such insinu-
atjons,”* There’s blood for youn.—Do you thik calumny will ever
stick to patrigtic spirits like these? Otase, then, your impotent attacks,
for ¢ vital in every part,’ ° = )

¢ Al heart they live, all hesd, all eye, all ear,
¢ All inteliect, all sense JI'~——Paradise Lost.

Let us forbear, then, to dictate to the philosophic-mind in what
manner it should employ itself, Every casan can best 3| iate the
peculiar adaptation of his own talents,—Navita de veatis, de tauris
narrat arator,—Ememorat miles yulnera, pastor aves.—~=Propert.

The Edinburgh Réviewers feel where their strength lies.—Like
Milton, they scem sufficiently acquainted with their own energies,
and-know what nature has bestowed apon them more bountifully
than upon others,—--* ‘the power of displaying the vast, illuminating
the splendid, enforcing the awful, darkening the glaomy, and aggra-
vating the dreudful!” 4+ Who theén can blame them for m:ﬁnz
i this instance, at least, ¢ their strength their'law.” Did Delilsh
well to cut off Sampson’s hair, dnd to tarm, bim out as sport for the
Philistines >---How then can we wish to rob the Edinburgh Reviewars.
of. this cream of their criticisms? Give pp. their politics, indeed L.
No, noj; stick to your sheet anchor, miy boys, say,1; and be assared
that, by an active hostility against the drocing, half measuves of the
British government, you will command, with Colonel Wardle, -
addresses from all quarters; and, like the French iavincibles, cover
‘yourselves with glory ! )

Having thus put to silence, as I humbly hope, 2 couple of med-
dlesome objections, my business brings me to a third, which, on
account of its comparativé insignificince, I sball presently dispatch;
I have long perceived,” says a writer in the Antijacobin, * that
the object of the Edinburgh Review is to run down all literature
that can come into competition with Scofch Jiterature.”{ And ano-
ther of these smarlers, who, by the bye, has. the effrontery to sign
himself Amicus, “very consistently, with the spirit of a friend, pre-
sumes to ask, “ ‘Will they (the Edinburgh Reyiewers) be angry if
we suggest, that, generally speaking, when the name of the author,
or the printer, is National, we have but little doubt that rie
will ensue "§ Surely impotent malevolence could glone bave sug-
gésted such a ground of crimination. However, as reproof should, .
i'!lt;’no case precede inguiry, let us briefly examine the foundation of. .

censure, .

# Edinburgh Review, No. 36, 462._{ Johneon's Life of Milton.
" § Antijacobin, Nov. 1804. § Ibid. June, 180;7.
No. 134, Fol. 33, Aug. 1809, 2E
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. That there is, ipdeed, a sort of national egotsm (allow ree the:
expression) which runs through the whole tenor of this celebeated.

performance, must, I think, be'aflowed, Bu, this is o, impeachs.

ment_of their integrity or taste. Are th¢ Edipburgh Rexiewerscres. .

ators of mind? I it any fault of theirs that the South is Jess. prolific.

in genius than the North? We may expect shortly, I' suppose,. to,.
have it objected, that the Scotch are too stout and rawbaned a nation ;

and that it would be more becoming to reduce themselves, l_}y way of
assimilation, to the ‘effeminacy of a Bond-street lounger. . To come,
however, to the point at oncg, .J will even.grant you, without fur-
ther dispute, that nothing does seem to go down with the Edinburgh
Reviewers but Scotch literature ; and for this very sufficient. reason,
that nothing but -Scotch ljterature deserves to go down with themr.
What leasning.have we, what politics, what poetry, worth speaking
of on either side the Thames? Have not the gentlemen north of the
Tweed monopalized the whole circle of arts and sciences? The
Simpsons, Blaira, Robertsons, the David Humes, the Adam Smiths,
the Walter Soots ;—Whom have we to oppose to this batch of Cale-
donian. worthies ? . Hyperion to a Satyr would not be a greater bur-
lesqus -upon. camparison. With, perhaps, the solitary exception
Of -~~—e, Bgt I will mention no names.—I will not insult over
depgoted greatness.—I will spare England her blush. )

In one.tespect, indeed, the supremacy of the Scottish nation is,
1 believe, upiversally conceded. AH their physicians flock to us-~
none of -their physicians seturg,  Like the subule Patrjarch, they set
up their staff .on this side Jordan, and presently become ¢ two bands.’

And as for Diplomas, bless you, Galen's incantation for a bone ip the

throat,. or a- ding dong, repelatur tertia quaque hora, is as good a3 the
best; for-as: the Laureola is: famed-among old women for workin
" either upwards.or downwards, according to the maaner of stripping
its leaves ; so do these Hippocrates from the T'weed manage to worm
themselvies in{o practice wbether they kill or cure; and so high an.
opiwion do-the good natured-people of the South entertain of what-
-ever is imported from a far country, that a Scotchman may do more
fos them with a clyster and a pair of bagpipes, than an English phy-
sician with the resteria. medica and Sydenham at his fingers’ ends.

Gruve. experiénce will now and then effect much; but, trust me;

the ““ sublime unintelligible cant” of the profession will, at all times,
accomplish a vast-deal more. .

It is idls, however, in the extreme to refuse them the meed of
praisc upon every subject connected with the best intetests of litera-
ture.. - In the grand departments of knowledge, Caledonia stands
nobly insulated; and, even in the minor affairs of human ingenuity,
it is still © rare Scotland for ever! Who lays claim to the invention
of. the steam engine?® Who reformed the costume of the stage
long before Mr. Kemble flourished? 4 Who was the first practical

# Edinburgh Reviewy No.26. 311.  + Ibid. ‘No. 24. 466.
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dibbler ifi the gas lights?* Who wrofe * a'litgle hpok, pubjished,
a%elv years ago at Edinborough, (mark that) conm mofe, of, valus
_ able thibking on’ constitutional "legislation than mostpqgt'het. books ')
. Sﬁing"thsy tot all from' the same happy and highly-faveared- soil ?,
Far, i , are they fram imitating the. suspiciqus .temper of the
stiff-necked race, ‘and asking, ¢ Can- there any good. thing come out
of Nazareth ' on the ‘contrary, they are firmly persuaded that thers
is'no goty'thing to be found but in Nagareth. -, _
“There is another circumstance, which it may be propar bere tb.
motice, as apologizing, in some measure, for this extreme sasceptis,
bility of local attachments, which, it seerhs, their enemies are so ready:,
to mistake for “‘ a determination to 'dismp all that is excelleat in,
Bn&lilh litérature,” §* It is a duty, whete we are our ourselves filled
with a flaming ardour, to counteract, as far as possible, the neglect,
and ungrateful torpidity of others, Now as Mr. Scott is sccused of .
introducing * scarcely one trait of true Scotish nationality” into his.;
whole exquisite poem of Marmion, and is 8o stupidly philanthropic .
ad.to forget to bestow a single *“ expression of admiration for.the beaus
tifal country to which hé belongs,” § his Reviewers feel themselves, .
on that very. account, more imperiously called upon to supply.the -
omission. Mr. Scott, it is to be hoped, will be thus bettef taught
.the duty of a soficitor, and when he next essays his art to take captive .,
the whole British Empire, will follow the example of the leatned,,
ZAlolists, and’ perform bis adorations, in due solemnity, . to, the.,
Almighty- North,—that ancient deity.had in veneration-by all the sgge,,
inhaditants of Megalopolis,— Omnium Deorum Boream maxige.,
celebrant ;|| for there, and there only, is to be found a concentration.
of all the virtue and abilities of the realm. Have not we Scotch ministers, ,
Scotch judges, Scotch lawyers, Scotch doctors, Scotch every, thing2—
Why then, Isay, the Edinburgh Reviewers do not take too much, .
apon them from this proud pre-eminence.---They bave a right tp look
down on us,'they have a right to be partial in their strictures, .they. .
bave a rigtit to be Scotch all over.. Who sball presume to dictate rules
for modest deportment to Christophorus, Theophrastes, Paracelsus,.|
Bumbastus? Has not philosophy bestowed upon them her. star and ,
garter, and adopted them as knights of her train. . No wonder thea,. ,
- that, viewing themselves in her- fascinating looking glass, tbey learg. ,
the swagger of magisterial importance, and believe themsalves to be
as g‘ut in the eyes of the world as they appear in.their own, . ‘.
ive yourselves no tropble,, therefore, my beloved cowntrymen, .

about precedence in literature. Ip the ball-rooms at Bath you may .,
soon firid a beau Nash for master. of the ceremonies ; but if you,gith. ,

at'an introdactiop to the court of Apollo, behold, your Sir, nt )
Cotterel in the Edinburghi Reviewers alone ! No one can determi

: E‘gi_tt:})urgh ReJViW._No. 26. 48§d {e‘lrbid. No. 26 309; .
ijacobin, June, 18p7.  § Edjn. Review, Ne. 23. 18,
P Swe'tgtleé}e'of Shb,
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to preach before royalty without a Congé d’elire from M.
Clarke. They can inform us who first, who last, are iovited o
banquet of B

¢
3 ¢

the viscus Tarinus, et infra,
Si memini, varius.c—— Hoz.’ : .

“In short, the criticisms of the Edinburgh Review afe not to be
called in question by our jeslous suspicions; and to allege that they
ate partial to their own countrymen: is merely to ackowledge, that,
without the intervention of any second .ight, they can intuitively
dmcover the K:;pcmdemwe of Scotch merit, though, like the violet,
it hides its lowly head, and’ disclose its existence ouly by its fra-
grance, e s : .

2 But I conre ‘now to a more serious objection, or rather to a lerns
malerum, a éload of objections with which the enemies of sound
literatore have thought proper to pester the public. In the Anti-
jacobin Review, ever the vehicte of attack upon transcendent specu-
latione, it is asserted, *“ that the Edinbargh Review, instead of be-

stowing praise where due, makes war on the whole host of authors, -

and mangles them without mercy for the amusement of the public.”*
And ts-writers are Rmhier gcctsed of * Jabouring to Yauli,"t
und of being ** eager to find fanlt, indifferent whether they are right

L 4

or wrong.”! Moreover, *“indisctiminate scurrility”§ is said to be

theif characteristic, and whiclr they pour, in particular, “ on every

" work of merit.”{{ Io short, by @ garbled statements, rash assertions,

péinted invectives,” wiltul misrepresentations,”q[ and a skilful habit
of * proportioning the decision of their tone to their ignorance of
the subject.” ** This ¢ heretical, but, alas! popular work,” has.
wo, unfortunately, succeeded in ¢ the art of giving iuterest to indis-
criminate abuse.” 14 :

-Merit, in a world like this, will gever be without its inortification.
—Que se fait brebis leslonp le mange. Here is, indeed, such a

. harvest of spite, that I hardly kpow where to put my sickle in fir.

Besides, the calumny is of 5o broad und overwhelming a nature,
thatdit becomés ditheult to rebut it by any of the usual modes of
modest deferice. Unredsonable men, ta be sure, will expect norea-
sondble things; but though Xerxes, we are told, whipped the sea, and
wtit a challenge to Mount Atbos, it yet by no means follows, that
I am bound to imitaty-so illustrious an example, and, like the Thra-
ciaris,” shoot my arrows againgt Heaven because it thunders aod
lightens. Though, however, 1 am not very fond of epposing myself
to a host of nobody knows who, and am_no Hercules either to over-
come the Nemean Lion, or to cleanse the Augean stable, I will yet,
b:mng ‘let:x:se fool-bardy labours, do what I can agsinst this rabble
of -revilers, . : -

LY,
-

‘% Antijacobin, Juve, 1607. -+ Ivid. t Ibid.  § Tbid.
I| Ibid. Nov. 1807. ¢ Ibid June, 1807. ** Ibid. July, 1808.
#t Ibid. Feb, 1807 4§ Ibid.
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Now as two of a trade can never agree, I dan't wonder thattbe
Amwijacobin should give circulation to such a pack eof .sl
reports ; but, I confess, I do much wonder that.any person of plain
common sedse should lend an ear ‘to them. . Before ** the flippaney
aud injustice of the beardless. critics of the Ediaburgh Review " *
are too strongly insisted npon, before. they age advised to write for the
future ¢ with more caution and less pertness 3" 1 let us recollect their
own excellent remark, that ** tigaidity is a much more nniversal and
pewerful source of human mjsery. than rasbness.”t Let us also bear
in mind that ‘ the mecr;on: .o NawTox " § scruple not to
acknowledge that tbcre are in the. wurld ‘“ many powerful under-
standings;” || and that they even.go sp far a3 tq confess, . that, among
these, there may be men actually ¢ wiser than themselves."§[ And
don't they pay these aforesaid pawerful understandings the comopli-
ment to lare, that they. shall resume their speculations upon a
certain important subject, only upon . condition ‘¢ of its seeming -
to them that any good is likely to be derived from it " #* Now where

prey is the pertness and presumption of all this?

* (To be Continued.) N
S ———————————————g
- MISCELLANIES.- )
e ———————rt
Englzsk C’mﬁtlé i% Scolldrid

To thc Editor of the Anmanha Rfvmv.
Srw, .

Having for several years past been a mder of yuur Critical Jourual,

I invariably found much pleasure in" perusing your  vigorous and
manly sentimems in favoar of Church and State. My wish to support
the Episcopat Church, as established in England and Ireland, and
as now toleraed in Scotland, s sincere. I therefore’ beg leave,
threugh the medium of yoor Jouml to inform the public concerning
the anomalou- state of some of the Clergy in Scotland, pretendmg to
be KEnglish Episcopalians, though actin direct oppusition to the
leading principle of Episcopacy.—Not %Jemg a clergyman myself,
1.cannot spcak pesitively as to the terms of the *ordination’ of ‘a
Clergyman- when- ordained - by - his Bmhop, but I presume,
as Episcopacy implies, the -Clergyman ‘s bound .to recognise the
jurisdiction of the -Bishop within whosé ' dioces he officiates. The
excellent farm of prayer, presctibed by our common prayer bouk,
seuvins also to imply, that the Cle an who uses it is a component
part of the Episcopal -Church; add as ‘sach- prays for his Bishop.—
A few Clergyman, however, who were ordained in England, and

“

’
~

* Antijacobin, July, 1808.. + Ibid. June, 1807.
t Edinburgh Review, No. 26. 3&_ - § Ibid. No. 25..109. -
|| Ibid. No. 26. 311. € lbld ## [bid. No. 26. 308.
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REVIEWERS REVIEWED.
An Apology for the Edinburgh Review,
(Concluded from page 437.) - \

But I will not bottom my apolofy upon such narrow and contemp-
tible grounds. I will boldly speak out at once, and proclaim that if,
occasionally, there be somewhft of daring and ‘*rash assertion™ in

. the Edinburgh Review, there is yet no more of it than is duly authos
rized by its just assumption of all the critical acumen of the realmi.
And I will further venture to add, that ¢ the age is a good age, or a

. bad age,™* according as it applauds or neglects, not that ** mbst
learned, most arrogant, and tnost absurd, work,”t the * Dévine lega-
tion of Moses,” which ¢ hundreds might have put together,”$ and

_which -nobody new cares about; but the EviNsurcu Review,
which ¢ no man living, probably, could have written,”§ and which
every body must be enraptured with who adntires « great force of con-
ception, great spirit and animation of etpression, great humour, great
powers of description, great pathos, great discernment of charadter,”}}
together with ¢ spirit and originality in almost every thing that is said,

_and, in-every thing that is said well, a charming facility which gives a
grace eyen o occasional rudeness."§] Every other periodical production
you may peruse with as much ennui as you will. You may read and
dose, and dose, and read again. But it is not so, let me tell you, with
the Bdinburgh Review ; you see there one vast field of intense thought

-throughout, where attention is rivetted, and mental exercitation in

_ vain endeavours to find relief. It is not, take me up or lay me down
as you please, but take me up and lay me down 3f you can. The
stream of intellect flows .on clear, full, and' deep. © The ample page
¢-rich with the spoils of time’ is unfolded, and we are made pgﬁo-
sophers and politicians of t{fe first water, as it were, in spite of our-
selves. We feel the fire of their blood in our veins; their enthu-

- siasin thrills through our very frame ; their patriotic ardour pervades.
our-bosoms ; their deep paintings of public wrongs inflame us to mad-
ness ; undauntedly ¢ snatching the balance: and the rod” We form
their plans, fight their battles, wicld théir thunders, dart their light-
nings; and the whole Universe bows to the potency of our energies,
until, at length, so overpoweriug is the sublime frenzy, we rise from
the perusal of the Edinburgh Revi¢w as something more than mortal,
and almost fancy we could sit down and write a number of that divine

" work ourselves. Nay, it is well, if even sleep puts an.end to the

-+ extravagance of our admiration; for as the Perdian Monarch was

. beard to cry out, three times, in the dead of night, * I bave got
Themistocles ;" so it is ddds, but we may be cauglit, by and by,

«'in the midst of an alarming dream, vociferating, with transport,
“¢ I have digested the Edinburgh Review!".

B LY

* Edioburgh Review, No. 26, 355. . + 1bid. No. 26. 346.
4 1bid, No.25.°117, ' §"Ibid. ~ § Ibid. No. 26, 255. 9 .Ibida
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+ And must minds of such high bearing be called upon'togivea
- yeasgn for every trifling. departure from the gjale, common walks of -
literature ?  Suraly, if *“ at the sound of a fiddle, away rush secrétary,
president, and committee, to clap the cotillion into the Compter,” *
our Reviewers may be permitted to anatomize the pestiferous pro-
ductions of the day without all. this falsome cant about their” severity,
their pertness, and their, indecorous presumption. Besides, it is nog
that they wish o carry things with a high hand, or so frequeatly tor
¢ produce themselves in person”{ were there aught in their author,
worth producing. But, as a feast of reason is to be furnished -out
some how or other, .they must even have recourse to their own larder
of its poor marketing abroad, Any thing is better than yesterday’s

dinner dressed over again, : o

I suspect, however, that the revilers of the Edinburgh Reviewers .

are upon a wrong soent. It is no such thing as undue corfidence,
the eris miki magnus Apollo, that possesses them,--iit is a mere seizura
.of the moment for animated representation. Gradual, indeed; at first,
rises their ¢ stirrings of ambition,” § like the ¢ blind groping of
Homer's Cyclops round the walls of his eave;” § but it is soon Nl
lowed by a fearless daring of “ great and original genius, a stfong
divinity of soul, a decided and irresistible vocation to glory ;" ||
Gemit impositis incudibus Atna, -and presently. the whole storm of
sublime invective follows. ' Woe, then, to that unlucky, wight who
happens to fall within the dreaded vortex of their fury ; for though
you may, indeed, as antique love vecords, cut a man through the
middle, and join him, together again, yet no: balsam of fieralrass
will ever more, alas! set that work upon its legs that hasbeen branded
by the veto of their bang, draw, and quarter criticisms. .You may

- down with all cravings and ravings after notorjety, 1 assure you ;. for
if the Delphian oracle be unpropitious, the. Temple of Fame becomes
a mere castle in the air. Ve e . e

Believe me, the Edinburgh Reviewers are not-suth' converts to the

fashion of their country as \to carry about with them, wherever they
g0, the mark of North of the Tweed, and boo themselves into faveur
whese they can command a passage, sward in baad. * These little artg
they, leave to little men; and if they, at times,. do assume somewha
more consequence. than may seem' strictly’ to become them, a few
dignified airs may, peradveature,” be pdardoned-to the ogly ratiop
critics since the days of Longinus, Men of mighty powers; wha;
without ‘“ revolting arrogance,” § without * offensiwe coarseness,” %% -
without ‘¢ controversial:invective,”t+t are endeavouring tosink ‘the
price of Hellebore, and forbidding ¢ Bishops to doze iu their mitres,”§§
must not be thwarted in their usefu) desigos by the gropndless alaymy

- of, Antijacobin bypocondriacs. — T

- . _— s by \
#* Edinburgh Review, No. 26. 341. ' + Ibid. No. 23, 212, -
1 Ibid. No.26. 256.  § Ibid. || Ibid. No.26. 358. -

4 1bid. No.26. 350.  %* Tbid. ¢ Ihide ..
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As to the sevérity of the Bdiaburgh Review, which our adversaries
seem to make the ne plus alira of their criminations, it is not, per-
baps, irrclevant to ghserve a priori, that a charge of this kind comes .
with a very il grace from such as are determined to carp at every
thing they meet with, and who would even decipher the spots in the
sun, if it did not blink them lo,lootfon it. 'l;lv(l)’: can they, with
any consistency, censure the asperity of others, shew, by these
iﬂ-,mtnred propensities, how little inclination they bave to renounce
dsperity themaelves. ’ - .

But it is idle to prate of severity.—-Pray who, now-a-days, reads
any of your wishy-washy, milk and water trumpery ? We live in
an age of passion and appetite; for a thing to go down, it must be
well seasoned.---And as Horace justly observes, on another occasion,

: ' Si sine Amore, jocisque

Nil est jueundum, vivas in Amore jocisque.

Boif it be the taste of the times that < every period be concluded
‘with 8 lash,”* why we must even submit to it. The Edinburgh
eoolts pretty well know what dishes will best suit their own ordinary,
‘¥hiey must have a tough, roughish food for the sharp air of the North,
fdm amd dispassionate criticisras only agree with your squeargish

tomachs. Fo ensyre solid beef and pudding, they must cut and
slash away, with n¥ight and main, to the very end of the chapter,

Ought it, forther, to eacape recollection, that, baving
vain and-pompous gentry to deal with, it becomes necessary to make
use of proportionste means.  Bedlam is not the only depariment in
‘which buman heings eccasionally fancy themselves Kings and Queens,
the Naviget Anticyram is of more universal application. A Jittle
ssaspilable igetion, therefore, eerves to keep down the literary
mania; and, indeed, I see pot how severity can be avoided with cer-
tain moon-strack writers, unless, as an eminent wit observes, " you
“bate thent the gircomstances of method, and style, and grammar,
&nd invention.” + 'Wese it Bot for 'these well-timed corrections, we
&hould have the Archdescon of Wilts fancying himself an historian,
snd Warburton' setting up for an orthodox divine. Nay, I should
bot be suprized if, some of these.days, the Reverend Julius Hutche-
800 were {0 make pretensions to loyalty, and the very Chancellor of
the Eichequer to put in his claim for common sense. _These roisterers
&re to be held at arm’s length only by the dread of their critical whip.
Too high fed in the South, we want a little whaletome bumiliation ;
and if sack-gloth and ashes, and a good sweating into the bargain,
will bring us to our senses, I know of no better doctors to sweeten
& corruption of humours than the Edinburgh Reviewers.—-
ould you have them, by a whining methodistical clep , to
rendeg. sbsurdity eternal, and ignorance indestructible ?'§ Like
ings and Princes of this jower world, they ¢ are not'a terror {o gaad

, but to the evil.'-Bene merenti, bene profuerit<—male mereati,
wui.t‘ . e b v . . .

# Edinborgh Review, + 8wiRt. § Edin, Review, No. 20, 338,
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As for. these who are so nervous that, though cau find conrage
" to write, they yet want courage to hest what is oftburv:h-&:
and who, therefore, do ¢ exceedingly foar end tremble’ when ,
eagles of St. Kilda clew hold of their half progeny ; traly,
the best advice Imfvetbuepoormbwﬂ, daube, be wisdem
thrown away. They had better sing sonie swaet luliaby ta their
senses till the storm blows over them ; or if they beve & mind to risk
tho experiment, and to try whether Cerbarus ean ba coaxed-to open
his mouth for a sop, there is no law, that I know of aguinst it,
Genlus certainly has its « dispensing power,”* and, indeed, it must
be confessed, some dountenance has been given, by segacious philo-
sophers, to secret presumptions of this natare; for if you recollect
“ Lord Peter's bulls, that were sometimés set a rosring te fright
naughty boys, would belch, and spit, and snivel, out fire, and keep
ap a perpetual codl tll you flung them: a bit of gold; but then—
" Pulveris exigui jaotu—~they would grow calm and quiet as lambs.” 4
Now, though I would not be understood to eompare our Caledo-
nian sages with these outrageons animals, it is yet, perbaps, no ume
reasonable conjecture that, Celeris poribus, sn swthor's tears would,
&t least, go as far with them gs-his reproaches. - For though mmen of
stupendous intellect, they are yet, fortunately for hemnenity, * of like
passions” with the rest of their race. Ieis very Je, therefore,
that they might be susceptible of pity for his safferings, when t
would not care the cracking of & fowse about ¥is rage. After all,
however, .it must be allowed 1o be a very dalicatepoint; and whether
we bad better appease them by garlands snd sserifioss, or pluck upa’
spirit, and boldly hid them kiss our «—~-s¢ dnice, I leave to the deters
mination of the learned. 3 ' oo
As to the notion that the BEdinburgh Reviewers ave too fastidious,
and that they wantonly condemn what all the world has eonspired to
. applaud ; this is rather, av ] take it, a feather in their eap, tham suy
slur upon their judgment; for who does not imstantly discaver that
peculiar delieacy of perception is, in fact, their greatsst commenda.
tion, and one of their stromgest claims upon popular applause..—
.. Plus eeso in wno sepe, quam inr tuvba bomi. - What, go.with-the
" beau monde, and admire * Coelebs in search of a Wife,” becase
every body reads it, and affects to be in raptares with it? 'We might
88 well dress up fashion in a puritanical grogram at osce; and semd
‘her out as 2 companian for piety in pattens. - It is recorded of Mzon,
that “ of his praise he was very frugal; as he set its value high; and
eousidered his mention of a name #s 2 sseurity against. the waste of
‘time, and a eertain preservative from oblivion "§ And who, priy,
more entitled than our sage divan to imitate so illustricus an example;
they wha bave alveady placed Marmion among the constellations, -and
{as I am informed) have dismissed poor Caelebs, with a cap.-and bells,
to the Tudernacle? They must suffer their staid reason to be taken

* Edinburgh Review, No. 26. 253. + Swift's Tale of a Tub,
$ Johnm'll&feofm!ton. '
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e4ptive at a glance. To what pitch mpight not that  effeminate licence
"ot tongue,”* which they justly cofjsider as so “ ominous an appear-
ance,”+ in process of. time, agrive at, were they to relax from -theig .
severify and admit a|} to be gold that glitters. No, no; the Edin-
burgh Reviewers know their business better,--- IV 14 admrarz, is,
luckily for polite literature, the foundation of their standard.of taste ;
I trust,. where-the ** Muses nine and songs divine' are concerned,
they will oot abate oue jot of it,, except on the favourite ground of
your staunch critic of antiquity. )

- Quu redit ad fastos, et virtutem sestimat annis,
. Miraturque nihil, nisi quod Libitina sacravit.y

- Proceed then, O illustrious progeny of the Minister of Palmira! e
Proceed undountedly in your career ‘of glory! Be barsh, be bold;
be fastidious, as may best comport with the dignity ot your doings.-—
Fortius -utere loris. “¢ Indulge yourseh es in severe reflection,” §
and never mind accidentally * runnjng foul' of some of your own
sentences.” || The elegant architecture of Greece may do very well
for your sof( Italian scenery ; but in wild and. barbarous regions, we
must have strong Gothic buiidings that shall set time and tenipests at
"defiance.y] You are entrusied with. the preservation of literature.
See that the commonwealth take no harm. Be alive to its best ine
terests ; dive into the very soul of an author; analyze his meaning to
the quick, and tell us all he says, and all be thirks. Play Pewer Aretin
among thie nobles of the land, use  great swelling words,’ aud be not
¢ afraid to speak evil of dlgumes 5+ a fig for names,of reputation,~—
the .higher your gamie, the nobler your sport.”  Strip off the false glare
of meretricious ornament, and p:oduce us the Iliad,. u»mpreseed ino g
nutshell; cry havee amid the trembling heroes of the Dunciad;
, doom to obscurity the petty pépuldr produttions of the Thames ; and
and Jet no sound be heard throughcut the unbounded: extent of your
dominions, but ¢ Tweed's ccaseless plash;’ % Thus,, as the glory of
Eunpldes had all Greece for a monument, shall all Scotland celebate
that production—that monstrum sine vmo, as one might almost term
it, which, detying the Index Erpurgatorius of a bigotied Antijacobin
Junto, is destined to establish its fame on the plaudits of the uni-
yerse.,

Having thus, I trust, demohshpd this cordon, of objectlons, it will
be a task of less ditliculty to invalidate a slight one thgt rem:uns, and
which may well create surprize to the general reader, viz. the gram-
matical improprieties of the Ediu bargh Review ; for this I take to be
the main drift of the censure, that its amcles are, some of them,
wrilten in “ a rambling, scrambling manper."++ How, in the name
of wonder, such an objectian could enter their heads, 1 cannot cene
ceive ; for the temerity of such a charge must be abundantly evident.

\J

# Edinburgh-Review. 4 Ibid. . % Hor.'Ep, ad.-August.
§ Edinburgh Review. || Ibid.« _§]. Kaim's Elements of Criticisma.
. Lo Ldmbw‘gh Review. 11, AntijacobinBReview. . »
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But, I suppose, -having once passed the Rubicon, they -desperately
attack, at random, every thing .they fall in with. I'l *“ turn the
rogues’ jackets for them,” howevér, betore 1 have done with them.
.+ That the Edinburgh Reviewers, though ‘¢ as little open as most
men to minute criticism,” * may. yet occasionally,offend against the
technica of grammar is very possible; but they have themselves
advanced no despicable apology for these accidental deviatiens, inw
passage, to which I cannot immediately refer, but which made 2
strong impression on my mind, when I read it. And,, spceking of
the supposed necessity, or even desirableness of accuracy of language
upon all ocecasions, it is, if I recollect, an opinioa vf a celebrated
philosopher, that ‘“ a man cannot even give a more certain niark of -
the narrowness of his mind, and of the little progress he has madé in
true science, than to shew that this business (of grammar) is of much
moment with hjm.” § . Genius, therefore, you see, is not expected
to be-minutely correct. An understanding, formed like the Stagiriie's, .
¢ to look all nature through,” and to lead the benighted soul,
Ex umlra in Solem, must not have its chain of profound speculations
broken in upon by these pedantic desiderata, Wlo would dream of
fettering reasonings, that are intended to emancipate man:from the
superstitions of childbood; and to_ revolutionize the world of mind,
by a ridiculous attention to such scholastic tyifles? A pretty thing
troly, tot pretend to curb their ¢ visious of philusopiy,” § and to call
them off- from ‘ the magical. effusions of an inflamed fancy,” || by
seminding them of the connection between nouns, pronouns; verbs,
' and participles! ' c Lo oo
. Not, however, to shelter our Reviewers under arguments-of this
-general nature, and thus tacitly to allow the validity of a charge
altogether as fabulous as.the existence of the Riphiean mountainyy
T will boldly dare the ememy in the opep field ai once, and render
¢¢ contusion. worse confounded,” by proving, to the- satistaction of
every reader of true taste, that, so far from being either gwkward ih
its collocations, or-uncouth in its phraseology, the language of the
Edinburgh Review is really ¢ of the purest metal, and marked with
(the finest die;” €] that it abounds, in every page, with all that ** con-
-stituges strength of writing, and stamps the character of vigour upon
every-syllable ;” #* that.you find in it no babyish interjections,” no
¢ puling explelives,” no ‘“ stuff about dancing, daffocils, and sister
Emelices,” ++ no ¢ accumulation of hyperbolical. expressions which
-shew -the determinatioon to be impressive without the power ;”:§§
buot that, partaking of the subject and sentiment, it becomes in thelr-
hands a dignified vehicle of thought, and eten the more noble for ijs
graceful ¢ neglect of rhetorical accuracy.” [|||

_ * Edinburgh Review, No. 23. 191, . .

1 Priestley’s Grammar.  § Edinburgh Review, No. 25. 137.
"\l Ibid. - q Ibid. No.26. 274, 255. 270. 235. ~ ** Ibid, - .
v -+ tt-ibid.  §§-Ibid. . | Ibid. Na. 24. 355.. »
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are not, Jike soms suthors we could mentiod,
mchhaberdnxberlofpomts pathigles, as to bé constantly spon the
rack about the propriety of their phraseology, * beating their fore.
leade, und boring their moses for rage, that they cannot come o a
Tesolation whether thoy shall write face or visage, jail or geo), eocy
or rabbit.” *  Ou the contsary, they fall naturally into all the grices
of speach, and have an innate sense of whatever is elegant snd be-
coming ; so- that it meay safely be concluded, that even where they
mmmmachmlcbmumught, they, i fact, most

‘consult it.
¢« Those oft are stratsgems which errors seem,
Nor is it Homer nods, but we that dream.”

‘Though, therefore, Imwellnmthnlabanboindmgu
of throwing pesrls before swine, and of taking my labour for
pains; yet a8 it comports with the scope of my apology, and whi
would, indeed, be imperfoct withous it, I will bnng you forwasd
such a string of examples of grammatical purity ‘ss evince, ot only
that the Edinburgh Reviewers perfectly understand the nature of those
adscitious graces of language, but that, even in their most playful
effusions, thuy are not unmindful of its becoming genius to relak
with dlgnity, , if it does condescend to be kittenish, at Jesst to
sport itself in ““ an elegant prattlement.” ¢

Now, there are cartain leading words in alnoatenrylnguap
that seem to claim a sort of hereditary prescription. Revnember thw,
, for it is the clue that must guide us thr the etymologicat laby-
rinth. The objectors to the language of the Edinbasgh Review wilt
need all their assarance to brazen out the oonsequeneces of their own
stupidity and testelosnosms. Like the cock on the dunghill, they kaow
pot the value of the jéwel they despise. O you Hottemtots in lite-
rature -—What you never, I suppose, heard of ‘‘ reading and resson-
ing snimale;” 3 or.of “ the fitchk of a lady's sentiments;” § or of
* a diet top i for the conatitution ;" |{ or of lo“np-

Jull of horrers;"' Y ot of a man of gense « i,
of him s’ #* or of the Ivish nation being * worried mtoabe«enho-
ology ;"t1 or of"tbo:pnngzmx of a manner, ;i' the *
of an antiquary ;” §¢ or that “ thé eloquence of Pitt consisted
in his talent for sarcasm.”({}} And you never, probably, upmuedany
strong predilection for four buntxml litdles in four lines ;44 nor have
ever fallen in with < the. tact for truth ;" * nor with persons who
may have doubted your word; butbavebeenconnnoed by your
. showing.” + And yonhavonldom, I dare say, met with warks,
(like the Edinburgh Review!) ¢ in the most cmtmt:huquarud

* Quevedo’s Visions. 4 Edinburgh Review, No. 26. 366.
Ibid. No. 24. 410. § Ibid. No.2$. 6. | Ibid No. 24. 278.
Ibid. No.23. 9. ** Ibid. No. 24. 442, $4 Ibid. No. 95. 83.
Ibid.
Ibid.

$
?;‘ No.25.132. § lbid. No. 35, 134. jji{ 1bid. No. 25. 136.
99 NO.”.ISG * Ihid. No. 28. 208, 4 Ibid. Mo.33. 218.

.3 Ibid, No,28. 223.
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i, o far from being * dalked,” * found them, “ by s m
ees,” § the aumgkiqm of the day, notumhgunding!t;dwr‘i't'z
, now and then, ** lay his abuse abowt him " $- with an anepariog
nd. AH these graces of diction, I imsgine, are lost upon you.—
, I sheuld not wonder if you were even «‘ o dreamy and ridiow~
bous”-§ a8 to withhold your admiration from a trest w the lovers of
fing writing, Kke the following : * ** We do not offer these
] |gimem of very exquisite poetry, but they possess the merit,
sve think, of truth and simplicity. There ‘is something modest, and
smigble, and natural, we fAjnk, throughout the whole composition ;
and, being satisfied that there are many readers to whom it will afford
anore pleasure than it has dobe to us, ewe fRink it right to make this
Ymle effort fo meke them amnd the suthor acquainted. e think ha
'snay do semething better than make poems upon field sports.” || '
‘As I just now observed, leading words will always. be uppermost,
Thus “ politieal events are not the only events which are recorded evest
in ancient hiistoty ; smd now, when it is generally admitied that evem
political events, &c."q Here the capacions imagination of the
Reviewer is, you see, full of events; for, I think, not less than five
or six'more of them occur in the very next page, notwithstanding the
abundant use of them in the preceding. 8o, again, in another ori-
tique, where the subject seems overpowering, we find It is guite
iinpossible, it is gmile centain, it is quile clent, it is quite inconoeivable,
it is guite evident,** B:c. &c &c.; for, you know, what does it signify
“for a matter to be certain, or clear, or evident, of ithpessible, or in-
conceivable, if we are not, in all such: cases, as sxre as sure can be.
¢ It appears to us, we will acknowledge, extremely absurd” ¢4
“Yo do things by halves; and, however nsual it may be, *‘we cantiot
say that we vehemently admire it.” 3 The proverb sagely remarks,
strike while the iron is hot, and when you have caught a word by the
tale, take care and hoid it fast. .1 am sure the Edinburgh Reviewers
set us'a very good example, for having fallen in love with ¢ the
magnificent regions” §§ of South America, they very naturally folow
it up, in the next page, with a magmificent source of industry,” and
¢ a magnificent undevtaking ;” and, indeed, the composition of the
whole atticle thronghout may be said to be meagnificent. We hepe
_.no*offence from the freedom of odr ternarks, for, apon my honour,
“’we throw out these thinge from no invidions motives, but merely
from a desire to reduce things: to their proper level,” |||} and te prove
that, in no instance, do the Edinburgh Reviewers abate one title of
** their wonted attention to the minutiee of style, ¥4 though theymay,
now avd therf, to those who see no further than their noee, seem to
“write in f a rambling, scrambling marner.” -

!

i

£

g

#* Edinbargh Review, No. 23. 223. ° + Ibid. No. 23. 246.
"4 Ibid. No. 23. 247. § Ibid.- No. 23. 240. {| Ibid. No.25. 76.
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- But there wounld be no end of replying to every pretty cawiller,
Suffice it to observe, that the phraseology of the Edinburgh Review
will be most admired where it is best understood. And, indeed,
whoever is not “ very greatly moved and delighted with the greater
E\n" * of that elaborate composition, and ready to declare that he
s ¢ not met with any thing nearly so good” 1 in the annals of ancient
or modern times, had better, at once, <all out, with Philoxenus, to be
carried back again to the quarries. For my part, I should be glad to
be informed where finer specimens of- attic- composition are to_ be
foand than the following, so eminently illustrative of their own
sweet remark, that « there are. beauties of style, which, like night
violets, send forth their odours, themselves unnoticed ; the traveller
receives the gentle refreshment as he burries on, without knowing or
asking whence it proceeds.” |  ““ And the ijlustrious names which
have already reachied to the summit of excellence, act like the tall
apd spreading trees of the forest,” which overshadow and strangle the
saplings which have struck reot in the soil below.” § ¢ They con-
tain much more bad taste, and are wri(ten with far more apparent
“labour. His poetry was almost, all written primarily from, feeling,
and only secondarily from awmbition. His letters seem to have been
pearly all composed as exercises and for display. There are few of
them writéen with simplicity.” {| ¢ Of the additional poems we have
but lLttle to say 3 we have little doubt of their authenticity.”
¢ As we have no means of knowing, with precision, to what extent
his writings are known.” ** << The brilliant prospects which seem to
be opened up for our species in the new world.” + ‘¢ And Miranda,
with 'so many otber virtuous men, were buried in the dungeons of
the - revolution.” §§ ¢ Neither the author nor the editor kave stated,
&c "||j| ‘< The means could not be long of presenting themselves. q ¢
“ It #hese things get to any great height, they, throw an air of insig-

* nificance over those branches of the government to whom these. cares .

properly devolve, and whose authority is. by these means, assisted till
it is superseded.” ¥ ¢ If it be asked who are the constituted autho~
rities, who are legally appointed to watch over morals, and whose
fanctions the society usurp.” + *“ In which all the presumption and
. ambition of his nature was, &c.”§ ““Sightless crew does not mean
invisible, as the author wishes it to de, but blind.” || ““ But it is a
work of great eicgance, and, at least, equal to the Fabliaux, trans-
lated by the ‘late Mr, Way, whick, indecd, are liable®to the same
objection which we have made to Mr. Rose's diction. No objection
can, however, be made, and much praise must be given, &c.”"q

* ¥dinburgh-Review, No. 24. 271. 1 Ibid: No. 24. 401. -
3 Ibid. No.24. 355. § Ibid. No.20. 250. || Ibid. No.26. 256,
q Ibid. No. 20. 274. ** Ibid. No. 20. 275. 1 Ibid No.26. 279.
§§ Ibid. No. 26. 289. |Jjj Ibid. No. 20. 327. 9 Ibid. No, 26. 329.
¥ Ibid, No.20. 336. 1 Ibid. § Itid. No. 26. 345. 422.
It Ibid. & Ivid. No. 26 422. o
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 In fiesé instantes, now, you' perceive’ mo * pedantry or affected
“loftineds,” ¥ but & plain 3impliity and easy negligence of  diction,
‘which béspeak 'a mind ‘intént upon great things, and stooping unwil<
lingly to < tife metaphysical perféction of language;” 4 though nos
"body certdinly more capdble than the Edinburgh Reviewers ** to ren-
der a disscrtation on grammar interesting to the general reader.” §
“For if you observe, 'in etery one ¥f these examples * without sube
‘jecting the words to any settled collocation, the sense,. nevertheless,
seems perspicuous.” § We must nat, therefore, wonder that writers of
¥ach nice discrinvination should be unable to tolerate, even in the god
*of their idolatty, sentencgs that * grievously sin against the canons.
© . of taste!”*[f-° What could they, ‘in the name of Apollo and the nine

. Muges, think of passades like the' following :---¢ the king made no
* point of adhering to his concessions, the style of thinking of the
country, the crying infusiice of certain proceedings, the swearing
away the lives of accornplices.”§] I ddre say they thrilled all over at
the sight of such ansanctified violations of the rales of composition ;
“so°careful as they are «n their own ¢ritiques to avoid these wretched
+infirmities,---these * little odds and ends of information,” ** as we
“may call them.---No, no; you never find their flights of sublimity
" clothed it “she heroics of tlie hulks.” +# With them you may make
“sure of the gendirie s Corinthium upon all occasions. .

: - Inmust, therefére, beg leave to differ, tofo ceelo, frdm ‘those who
contend-that the dialect of the Edinburgh Review is, in any degree,
‘ungrammatical; but if people are so besoited as not to know cheese
‘from charcoal, théy must even be suffered to hug themselves in their
‘own ignoranéeé, and to fancy poor Priscian’s head in danger still,
“Thtre is;' anfortunately, no calling to order in these cases ; for, as
has been judiciously ‘remarked, ¢ the standard of taste is so flexible,
. “that a than 1§ not withii the reach of censure, even where he prefers
- “the 8aracen™s héad cpon a sign-post to the best tablatare of Raphaél.” §§
" “Lét theni“be careful, however, how they ventare upon criminations
- *that tdfay finally redourd to theit own shame. What, T suppose,.
- . “they wanted nothing, in the true Jobn Bull spirit, but mere jog-trot
VEuglish* But, "I trust, the Edinburgh Reiiewers will never surrender
= *theirsplendid specimens of ¢ purest, and most characteristic, Scotch,” i}
* .to" actommoifite themselves to so gothic a perversion of intellect.
. *If they #re to paint for etérnity, they mast not vary their phraseology
“for‘every ““unco’ldd e * thet ~iav ~ffect to condemn it ;. for neither
< Jarnié Fostér nor John "T4mson wad fash themselves to mend a bxig

* that ‘was to detve a' the folk in the Glen.”q[q , '
* And now it should' seerr as if my apology might be pretty well
“drawn 16’ an énd; and that, having run the gauatlet through the

s
‘- * Edinburgh RBeyiew, No. 24. 304. 1 Ibid. No. 26. 379. 381.
© 4 Pid.  § Ibid. | Ibid. 'No.25. 169. ¢ Ibid. No. 24. 304.
.- " %¢ Ibid. No.24. 440. 1t Ibid. No.26. 254.
§§° Kaim's: Elements of Criticisma. |||| Edin. Reviéw, No,24..405!
€1 Ibid.' No. 24. 404.
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whole circle of calamnies, there shonld Be nothing more to do than
to make my bow, and refite. But what infidal ever acknowiedged
bis conversion 2—~What Thersites ever grew tired of railing? Incom-
petent to substantiate the shadow of a me against its b mett,
_our adversaries ‘are, at length, reduced to the misersble %o,
that, with whatever ability it may be written, the Edinbargh Beviow
i yet—(risum. teneatis !)—uvery <rregular in ils gublication! The
mountain has, indeed, been in Jabour to some - Abencd,
however, as this expiring slander is, I am not, upon the-whale, sesty
that they have veatured to produce it; inssmuch as they bereby
afford us an oppprtnmi‘tiv of reaping the fruits of cur investigation,
and, by a fair and full disclosure of the springs of Genius, of remu- .
merating oaseelves for these idle censures, and of turning the tables
upon them with & veageance.
. Be it remembered in the first place, that, though the Bdio-
burgh Reviewers cestainly do stipmlate to give to the pnblic four
numbers of their Attic. Miscellany by the year, they yet do .not
stipulate when those numbers shall make their ‘The
press-boy has, judeed, an idle trick of tacking to the deli ety of each

Jouroal an ing intimation of the bisth of the next: But this
% 3 mere rhetorical figure by which numerus Certnus pro incerio
ponitur, and evidently used wi;inu.t the knowledge of his emplaypes.

It might, in future, however, be advisable, by way of appessiog
anxiety of expectation, to substitute, for any peculiar settleencht of
time, the mere geueral expression of No. ~—— will be pablished
. a8 soom as the polishing season 1s over! Thus will,they put a stop<o
the vialation of truth, and will double, instead of disappointing, the
golden hopes of their readers ;-—two grand circumstances in the cen~
cerns of 3 mau's spiritual and temporal welfare. . .
Surely nothing can be more ridigulons than to-effect to cajcalate
the efforts of mind, and to lay down stated petiads for the progres-
sion of buman thought. Montaigne bhas, I thiuk, somewhere ob~
served, that it is a hard thing to close up'a discourse, when we are
once in, and have a great deal more to say. Jn the heat and eptha-
siasm of compesitjon, where there is * an extraofifisiary
to all powerful emotions.”* I don’t wonder that the Edin
Reviewers should, now and then, forget how. thetimegoes.—When
beautiful ideas rush across them,---when they are:* adorning what is
.grand, or kindliog what s interesting,”{---when they sre giving up
the whole beart and soul to the lusuries of speculations, end ‘.?E:ﬁy
principles, and glimpses of great theory,”} electrify their strained
faculties, apd hurry them almost beyend themselves; bow is It pas-
sible they should remember times and seasons? .In such a feverie
of god-like dreaming every thing under the Sun is.cbliterated ;—
the -very Universe is as a speck before them ! Even David Hume,
and Charles Fox, and Napolean the Gréat, and Walter Scott, Eeq. »

* Edinburgh Review, Noi 215& :.; t Toid Mo 25, 136.



An Apology for the Edinburgh Review. - 81

Riraself, are nb longer remeqsbered. Ituthekmmnzt]oftheir
‘own conceptions that occupy attention,-—the exerc their own
snighty powers thet, ** passing the flaming bounds of place and time—
flammantia mooma muadi,” annihilate every object, but the
“¢ visieny m& »’ and” the ¢ unborn ages,” that crowd on their

0 impotent! to talk of periodical regularity to
mmds ** invested, for the moment, with such dignified feelings,”*
and harried away by the rapidity of their ideas, to *“ climes beyond
the Solar rosd.”

« Why, 8ire, they dohutndetbemrm'world
Like 8 Colossus, and we petty men -
‘Walk under their huge legs.”” * - )

Before, therefore, we can bring any vague objections of this kind °
bome, it becomes us tocomxdertbeaubmof their teadency.
For what, suffer me to ask, are the Edinburgh Reviewers sbout,
when. they thus keep the Empire mauspmubytbedehyoftbeu
publication ? They are reducing luxyriance within the bounds of
sense 5 they are identifying -the statue of Phidiss with the shield of
Minetva ; they are touching, retouching, atid animating, the features
with every fascination, and folding up the drapery. with every graee,
Pludwcam vivebal Ebur. In short, they are preparing to astonish ;
ahd estonish they infallibly will, so that whoever, after all this cost

.ead trouble, should refuse to be euraptured, must be reduced to
Momus’s alternative, and bid Venus take off her slippers.

Employed in ¢ the cares of minute accurasy and high finishing,"+

. Wi are not then to be surprized, that hours, and ‘days, and weeks,
‘and eveh meonths, ghdo away unperceived. Buffon, we are told,
wyote his  Etades, &c.” e times over % and it nnay, thqefow,
-easily be believed, that nei the“Codedehcoumpuon"tbo
-4 Lotter sux Espagnols Americains,” the * Examination of the
Expedition against Copenhagen;” nor, indeed, any other article of
the Bdinbuwrph Review is manufactured ad libitum. Non cuivis

* horeini continget wdire Corinthum. It is * with no vulgar helps,”$
-X assure you, that they thus periodically enrapture the literary world,

. who stand gaping to catch-at whatever comes, like the G"“l"’,:"f
-Poets, desesibed the artist, Japping up the stream running
Hoarer's path, wonder that No. 26, which was announced
for licatien in January, did not, in fact, make its appearance -

Macch ;~the wonder, indeed, is, that a body of such profound
spéeulstion, which so admirably developes the organization of Freach

- eenquest, densonstrates the wretched situation we have reduced thi
-8e in tho old world, snd points out the brilliant prospects opened for ~
us in the new, should have been brought forward for public idoliza-
Aot in eny reasomable compass of time at all, Peter Bales's Lord’s
Prayer, Behf tndTonCommndmem with the day of the Month,

'. P Mnbntghkcww, No.25. 131 { Ibid. No.26, 251/ 428,

$ Ibid.
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Year of the Lord, and Relgn of the Queen, all’ wnllen tutlun tie
circle of “a silver penny, is a mere nothing to it.

Who, then, but the vilest ‘¢ scoffers at the disinity of mlem.s,
would wish the Edinburgh Review to make its appearance a single
day before the measure of its sublimity is filled up! What dali,
+ gothic squl is there among its numerous readers, that, for the sake
of receiving ‘it a litde moie in season, would (dispense with thode
“ bursts of unequal, and energetic compdsition,’'t Poured forth in-a
¢ tone of spirit and animation unchecked by timidity,”1 which nsark
it with tharacters of fire, and bespeak 'its oracular inspiration throogh-
out? The Edinburgh Review, if.I may be allowed to ‘call that by
-any earthly name, which seerus more like the effort of mind released
from the: clog of mortality, than any mere human publication ;—
-the Edinburgh Review is destined to descend to posterity,” the com-
pletest depository of sound politics, and of genuine ¢rwe-blue philo-
sophy, that any age, or nation, has ever been blessed with.—
« If all the books in the world were,committed at once to the flames,
there is no- book which I should sg speedily rescue as—"§ this cele-
- brated Journal, whose fame is very deservedly gooe out into all
-Jands,” —2 Gadibus usque auroram et Gangem, * and its words unto
the end of the warld.”

From the contemplation of sucb distinguished excellencc I turn wuh
regret. After the delicious enjovment of the Edinburgh Review,
tbe perusal of any periodical performance is absolute asafmnda sén-
" timent out of - the questiony even their very langtage is unique, and
-sets all competition at defiance. -Like Milton, they may be said-to
.¢¢ labour after words suitable to the grandeur of theit ideas,”|| and-to
find them ** sink under them.” Qccasionally, indéed,’ they .invest
themselves with ‘grace, but their natural port is gigantic loftiness "q
* They can “ please when 'pleasure is requnred but it xs. their peculur
power to AsToNisH.¥¥ © .

This, now, I held to he the perfection of Gemus, when it is of 8o
pKant and versatile a nature as‘to be able to dart its tays at pleasore,
and to enlighten North, South, East,’or West, as you please, iike
‘¢ thdat great man, Mr. Prig, the auctioneer, whose manner -was
so inimitably fine, that he had as much to say upon aribbon as a
Raphael.” In one respect, indeed, the Reviewers of ‘the North have
"a manifest advantage over our exalted poet of the Seuth. For Dr.
Johnson hus observed, that ¢ Paradise Lost is one'of the books which
‘the reader admires, and lays down, and forgets to take up agains™——
‘whereas the pages of the Fdinburgh Review nexer fatigue, There
"you mdy look; with security, for eptertainment ; for, be the argument
*what it may, in their manner of -treating it, Genius is. sure to. be eli-

‘cited ; and ne the Hebros was fabled to roll its waters over golden
aande so do we behold them enriching every region throngh which
_their eloquence winds, and turning the waste and solitary wilderness

# Edinburgh Review. + Ibid. No.23. 3. 3 Ibid. § Menage.
I son’s Life of Milton, 4 Ibid: ¥* Ibid.
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futo a.vile of Tempe.—Like Dryden, ““ who felt a confidemce that
every subject d: become poetical under bis hand,™* they seem
sufficiently conscieus of the mugic of their own compositions. To
grandeur of thought, therefore, they ald an attic elegance of lan-

; and, amid high cares for the preservation of the British
g:gm, (now universally allowed to depend upon an: adoption of
their political spéculations) they find time so to adjust exclamation,
amplification, gradation, and all the moving figures of speech, as to
impart to their Critical Journal even a sorto? stage-effect. Sucha .
tissue, in short, is it altogether of exquisite workmanship, that,
while. immersed in the magnificence of its design, and pursuing its
various developements, we are little less rapt in utonhh;en%
was Aristeus when he beheld the babitations of his mother Cyrene,
- -Jamque domum mirans genetricis, et humeda regna,
.. Speluncisque lacus clausos, lucosque sonantes,
Ibat, et ingenti motu stupefactus aquarum,
Omnia sub magna labentia flumina terra
. Spectabat diversa locis.«——— Georg. Lib. 1V, '

But as some people are said ‘“ te look on good counsel from ant
Ecclesiastic as a divinity portidn, and set their stomachs against it ;" 4
s0 are there certain gentry, who undervalue these divine lucubrations,
because, forsooth, they find them in the form of a Periodical Review }
As if it were any disparagement to tlie pbilosopby of Plato, or the
politics of Machiavel, to be seen in the dress of an indifferent print
and paper ! The patriotism of Mr.Whitbread and Sir Francis Burdett
will be equally genuine, whether couched in an address to the chair,

-or en address to the populace. A epeech at the Crown and Anchor
may display as much of original thinking as a speech in the Commons
House of Parliament; and 4n article in the Edinburgh Review may
as effectually secure the high destinies of the Empire, as the feeble
and fluctoating policy of a British Cabinet. Was that prodigy of
learning, Maghiabechi, less resorted to as an oracle, because he nsed
to sit whole days in an old cleak, with one straw chair for his table, °
and another for his bed ? And shall we affect to sneer at these Cale-
donian Magliabechis for not being tricked out in the costume of Lords

" of the Council, or great Officers of State? But the world is full
of folly and prejudice ; and, wlitle the soft touch of my young lady’'s
guitar is Catalanied to the very skies, the professional note of the poor
music-master, like thé scrapings of a sixpenny fiddler, only create
disgust. . For my part, however, I shall continue to idolize this flower

. of English literatare for its intrinsic merit, whether conceived in a

“oock-loft at Edinburgh, or manufactured by ¢‘ 4l the Talents™ on
‘the baoks of the Thameas. . ’

As for those hints, occasionally thrown out, of having worked up
particular articles ig haste, and which seem, in some measure, to con«
tradict their own pertinent observation, that ‘* he who writes for

* Edinburgh Beyiew, No. 25.'132. -
4+ Government of the Tongue, p. 313.
Arrzupix, Awrisac. Rev. 70l.33. 2K
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imtnortality should ndt be sparing of time;"* I confess 1 de bug
Jook upon them as a sort of tricks of the trade. I will not, indeed,
say, that it woold not, upon the whole, perhaps, be better to dis-
elaim them, as well as every other artifice that may seem to savor of
affectation.. For; I verily Believe, let the Edinburgh Reviewers make
use of what finesse they please, they will never be able to coavincs
a single reader, either that they have not taken sufticient pains with
+ this ook nf lbuoks, or that it has not sufliciently enraptured the public.
How, indeed, they can avoid the fate of that ancient artist, who is
reported to have grown enamoured of the production of bis own
pencil, is to me truly astonishing. But, some how or gther, they
certainly do manage to keep clear of doting.upon the darlings.of their
own creation. And it is in these instances of. self-abasement that the
Edinburgh Reviewers become ten-fold more the objects of our vene-,
. ration thap ever; for Genius is then most likely to be, fallen in love
with by others, when it seems least in danger of falling in love with
itself. :

But to the proof.~——In their minute critique on the fable of Mar-
wion, they are so little sensible of their awn excelleneies, as to sep-
pose they may have detsined the redder too long witk their ¢ dull
remarks.”t+ In their deep -disewssion, too, of the subject.of Porte-
goeze emigmtion, wherein, with a mest Juminous felicity, the Prince
Regent is exhibitad as a coward, and the British Minister as a fool,
they, with unparalleled modesty, conclude. ““ It is in order to lend
our feetle aid tqwards. fursishing.a preventive im the present erisis,
&c.” § a8 if they reslly were ignorant of their own prowess, and that
the nation was actually, in all quarters, raising statnes to them a8
the champions of England! And, further, after what every reader
must have eahceived, a* very elaborate disquisition in No. 25, not,
indeed, on-the French usurpation of Spaia, by Dom Pedro Cevalios,
{for this poor tool of the Prince of. Peace is soon kicked down the
back stairs,) but on the stupidity of the English Midistry by them-
selves ; with the meekness inseparable from true merit they thus sume
up their exertions; ¢ Before coacluding these hasly and imperfect
ebservations, &c.~——Having sketdied out some of the consequences
kastily and imperfectly, - &c.”}j Nay, even in that paragen of their
political discussions the appalling “ Code de la Conscription,”
% a-work recently transmitted from France, with a full commentary .
of facts by a.judicious observer ;"¢ how ingepuously do they, in this
very introductory sentence, subduct from the, value of their owa fame
by thius sharing it with some obscure corrispondent, some.embryo
Genius not yet burst from the egg. And, after a minuteness of rela-

_ tion, mixed with those occasional aberrations of: indignant eloquence,
Mt have vavely, I believe, been-witnessed in the annals of Review-
writing, and where, at every page, they make the very hair to stand

* Edinburgh Review, No. 23. 32. - 4. Ibid. No. 23. 18.
¢ Ibid: No.23. 261, It Ivid. Wo. 25. 226.
- ‘ hid. No, 26, Art. g '
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-wn'end, and draw the life-blood from the bem Now &s, finally, .

uil tonch -of selt-complacency ebserbed in pity for the situation of

* their dear, deluded, nfering, native land! For, instead of being

=il amazement at the wtic shadow of their own genfus ;, instedd
of makin ega fraitless whining, that a deputation is not immediately
dispatched, soliciting them to become Cabinet Counsellors, and con-
fidential advisers ; they rest satisfied with simply observing, though
born, like Mr. Hutcheson, ¢ with talents to enchant and regenerate

-+ ale world,"* that, if they could but see * the real- strength and

fe00UT0es of the nation applieil to the task of its deliverance,” they
** gace.riot by whut kands this great object may be effected.”t

Thete: now,~—thare’s the very quintessence of the ‘Amor Patrize for
you atonce! This is a disposition of lofty port amd bearing indeed,
when the very men who, of all others, are the most competent to
the task of saving the nation, are the first to sacrifice their claims,

- and te réounces the honor of it.--- Pendens, sciens, vivus; mdemque-

perea! Who will eay, after this, that the Roman gfeatness is gone
by, sud that the high tones of -chivalry are no longer to be heard?
Smely with ‘such a glowing example before us, Cineinnatus returns
mg to his plongh becomes a tmere burlesque upon -the grandeur of

human séntiment! O! witst must have be¢n the feelings of the

‘Edinburgh Reviewer, while thus preming his commanding elogtience ..,

into the service of his aountry, -and spurning ell present remuneration
for the -thréad-bare rewards of immortality} How maust he_have
tLo whole Empire were:
lpeetamof his glory, and prostrate at the foot of his prophetic
-tripod ﬁs I see .him now,” with the: Carmen Thessalidum,

the true Pyttnan msp:ranon foll apon him,— his eyes sparkling,—
his hair erect,«—e88 a cold m shivering spreading- itself over his
whole bedy: Behold!-— the laurel trembles! while; econ-
wulsed to. thd wery indhost soul, and intoxicatéd by the political
vapours, ‘he thunders forth his’ mlar denuncmuon to an abused and

* Breech pecket onohnd fitls, tortnm tenet altera Chartam;
*¢ Chartain morosis sharpisque resclvis— ""§

' Bat - resly if, after thae adinirable eritiques be, dona fide,
nothmg vhore: than: the’ playful relaxations of - smpendous intellect,
‘the EdisburglReviewers have, 1 fear, not less cause than Mr. Scott
. bidwelf; to ¥ ehemble when they look ‘back on the miracles of ‘theic
own facility”’f] For thomgh, to be ‘sure, we find in their writings

0o * sounding- tnnphﬁcahon,"ﬁ[ no ¢ obtrusive-glare of shining se
“tences,”*#* nb * -exciting the Roman Catholics to discontent, "1-1‘
-as their adversaries wickedly Insinuate, and making the worse appear
-the better causey 90- that they stand perfectly clear of the mortifying
~confesoion of the Ethnic Vides meliora proboque, deteriora sequor.—

* EdmburghBevmw, No. 25. 5. 4+ Ibid. No. 26. 461, -
§ Epmoln Maocaronica, Edmbufgh Review, No.23. 84, 30.
9 Ib; ﬂ»_ #* Ibid, .1t Antijacobin, Jap. 1808,
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Yet so young, (for they are “beardless critics”# it seems) and so
skilful ; ‘so green in years, and so ripé in experiénee; so seldom.
departing from tha smoke of their own chimnies, and so versed in
the policy of all cabinets and conntries ; they may certainly ren some
bazard, thoegh in an age of philosophy, of being taken for as great
cenjurors as Friar Bacon himself; or may be suspected with Apono,
the Physician of Padua, of having acquired the knowledge of the
seven liberal arts by the assistance of the seven familiar spirits.
Besides, a3 I intimated before, all artifices of,.affectation should
be laid aside, and the plain truth told at once. For would it bs quite
out of reason for a person of common sense to remerk, after witness-
ing an acknowledgment, under their own hand and seal, of hnty
and imperfect observation”— Surely, Geotlemen, you took time
enough to bave rendered these observations less hasty and nmperfect;
. for having assured us, that No. 25 would be piblished in
and stil not making its appearance till Deoemher, and No 26,
which was announced to see the light in January, not -being ripe for
the birth till the begioning of March, you had ample opportunity of
+ . dressing up the pretty bantlings with as much care as you thought
- proper.. And though we have no objection to throwing you in a
month, or even two, i pecessary, towswds the high finish of your
fascinating Journal ; (for the births,of intellect ean no more, we are
aware, be calcnlated tp a day thap shase of mttl’e) yet it seems but -
a poor recompence of our paticnce; snd good nature, to tell us, after
‘all, that you are obliged 40 put us off with alittle whipsylisbub of
frothy and inadequate investigatien. No wender, if you thus, Saturr
like, destray yaur own lovely,-offipring, that *“a morsel of pum
Shakespeare™t is so hard to be met with, :

But, come, come, enenghof this -old-fashjoned . way of pntung
the question.. You are merely; flourishing: & degger of lath; for,
between ourselves, the writegs.of the Edipburgh Review: havc too
much of the spirit of Calimachug-about them, really to know what
negligence is. Its merely a graceful mode they have of remnung
that glare of applanse so painful to their retiring modesty ;
Fernelius himself, who, we are told, cared neither for play, nor
for walkmg. nor for entertainment, nor for - tiom;. was not
a more iotense votary of the mid+night lamp.. owaver, if you
are so stubborn, after all, as to- believe that they l!d;
what they say, and, in purecaxeleuneu, dagmdethe-rowodomg:,
why it.must even be so. But don’t, mow, hag youmelves, and
think you gain any mighty adventage by this céncession ; for, recol-

.lect, if the Edinburgh Reviewers, who, by the bye, are bat
- just beginning * to pullulate,”§ can boast of such a ‘¢ powerful
mind en dishabille,” |} what must it be when dressed out for reoeiv<
company ? If these gentlemen can produce yoe, auch critiquas-
ﬂathand 28 one may say ; what sufpamng woudnful composi-

”® Antgaoobm, July, 1808. ¢+ Edmbmghnevww No. . M ‘504
-4 1bid. No. 25. np 189, B Ibid.
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Hons might we not expect, could they be persaaded to take 2
little moore time and ‘pains. Surely, surely, they will one day
veuchsafe to do justice to their own great parts, and, aware that
they are woven into the Peplus of Minerva, no longer suffer negli-
gence to sin against genius. , "It is an absolute marder of pure mtelh-
gence, ‘'thus tv clog its exertions by remissness of ap tgmeatlon,

they go on at this rate, we shall have them forget that they are
invested with the preservation of Europe, and destined to hew
the Corsican's trinmphal arches to the ground. O, for pity’s sake
then, great Sirs, do be prevgiled upon to scan the corppass of
your own mighty nlinds, to consider the illustrious part you are
called upon to act, and, in a season of difficulty and danger like

the present, to exercise that unlimited authority so- unanimously
cenferred upon beings, ** whose fecling seems all intellect, aud’
whose intellect is all feeling.”* Talk no more of * old Johih Naps'
o'th’ green, and Peter Turf, and Henry Pimpernell,” and Marian"

Hachet, the fat ale wife of Wincot,”4 but be persuaded to awake
from this low-bred and delusive trance, and to know ybuuelves for-
what you are.
*“ I donot sleep; I see, 1 hear, I speak ; *
- I smell sweet savors, and I feel-soft things ;
Upon'my lifé, I am alord indeed,
And net a tinker, nor Christopero 8ly"}
Bravg, my Scotch laddies! you -are now in your proper key. Ngq

'lurelmg Quarterly Reviewers, believe me, for Archibald Gonstable, :
and his book-jobbing firm of Edinburgh, but dictadors in lltora‘tm'c4

to the British empire, and legisiators of the universe ! !

It is, however, an easy matter to require more than may tarn
-out for our good ; and it may, perhaps, be better for us, (whate
ever may be the origindl motive with them) that the Edinburgh
Reviewers -do not *‘ put forth all their strength,” but evéry now:
and then ¢ check it in mid volley *  Milton is mdeed repre:emed
as beholding

The living throne, the sapphxre blaze, -

‘Where angels tremble while they gaze ;
but it would blench the eye:of an eagle to look aport -these dread
magicians ‘when gatbering up the-beams of their genius to a focus,

and setting the whole world of intellect in a flame. We wmight,

in such a case, justly, I feur, apprehend the same mloemblo

with the poet, who R

. ——s—blasted with axcess of light, - .
Clos’d his ‘eyes in endless night,

At present we can manage to read an article in this divine work'

and retain our senses. We ean follow the Reviewer in his luminous
desoriptions, . delight ourselves with his glowing - language, and:

admire his strong and powerful reasoning. But when the blue devils-

. * Edinburgh Rmew, No. 2;13? + Taming of the Shrew,
l -
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appear, and he bursts upon us in all the ravings of his sublimity, whes
«« Heaven comes .rolling down, hills are clothed in fire, apd the
foe vanishes before him like a wreath of smcke.”* There is poni-
tively no enduring it. Our raptures ‘‘ become unmanageable,”}
and we are fain, with Semele, to lament our presumption ib fancy-
ing we could encounter the thunderer in all his glories. OQat of
mere mercy, therefore, to their admiring readers do they pluek off

" the magic garment, and bedim the moon-tide sun;"§ and thus

shrouding tleir majesty in surrounding darkness, they gracicasly
suffef us to gaze upon their splendour, without the apprehehsion
of being blasted by their lightnings.

And thus have I, to the best of my ability, finished my “ Apology for
the Edinburgh Review.” 1 have npot indeed vanity enough to

believe, that, profuse as my commendatjons have been, they will

entitle me to any considesable portion of gratityde ; though I am
" sure I have not failed, like a lawyer, with a tongue steeped in oil; to
rescue and to raise its reputation to the utmost. And, although
in shewing the lions to the admiring multitude, I have made use of nei-
ther the puff direct, the puff oblique, the puff conclusive, nor the
preparatory ; I have yet, as I humbly conceive, not entirely failed in
disclosing to the unprejudiced reader views of beauty, end veins
of rich and rare fancy, where the ignorapt and malicious dreamed
they saw only defects. Not, however, that 1 have the presumption
to suppese that, in this dpology, 1 bave furnished the public
with a true scale of their merit.—They possess, indeed, a gehius
which can no .more be appreciated by my insignificant labours,
than the. colours of the rainbow can be caught by a sign-post
painter. Yet if there be any truth in that five remark of Tully
in his offices, that it is a prqof of an elevated understanding “* to
discover effects, even while in the womb of their causes, and to
provide against them,” I may; perhaps, presume to hope that this,

my apology, shall be deemed, in after ages, np less, in some

respects, a work of sterling value than th.t which it professes to
defend. For looking every way at once, I have endeavoured to
provide against the worst; and, conscious that ¢ it is of great
importance to keep public opinion on the. side of virtue,”|| have
libeally laid out all my little powers in bespeaking it for the cone
ductors of the Edinburgh Review.

As for those en passané attacks that, may seem somewhat to militaie

against any violent presumption in their favour, I can ouly say that
it ia necessary, now and then, to throw a tub to the whale. With-
out conceding a few defects, I should have had no opportunity of
shewing off their virtues. Though, therefore, I have given cir-
culation to 3 random charge or two, - I have, at the same time, “ done
justice to those fine conceptions,”§ which mark every page of their

* Ossian’s Poems. 1 Edinburgh Review, No, 23. 213."
§ Shakepeare’s Tempest. || Edinburgh Review, No. 26, 337.
. 9§ Edinburgh Review,
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. #mired writings. And as * Arideus escaped without danger from
the promontory of -Leucdte, saving only that his two fore teeth
were struck out, and his nose a little flatted ;* go, I trust, shall
the Edinburgh Review survive these puny attacks upon its celebrity,

. and stand up as goodly, a figure as ever, in spite of the belabourings: .

of the Aatijacobin, or any of its impotent crew.

That there are, and ever will be, men, who, like ¢ the physician
that takes no pleasure even in the health of his friend,” refuse to
rejoice in the honest fame of their neighbours, I know—I know, too,
that théy. who have gained the plaudits of the univeree must be
content to forego the admiration of their countrymen.* But "though
£Wis will hoot, and asses bray, there is no occasion to be alarmed
at such advegsaries, who, by. every censure they dare to breathe, *
only evince their own ¢ unspeakable stapidity,” and ¢ elaborate
blundering.” The oracle of Delphos is still destined to rest in the
north and the Bgreal star to shine over the Caledonian capital,
let-them grumble in the south as much as they please. Renowned
Augusta already nods to her fall.—Mr. Urban is at his last gasp—
The British Critics stand stupidly astounded. Even the veteran
Cumberland begins to see fear, and suspects he has caughta Tartar ;
and as for the AnrisacoBiw, the grand leader of the hostile pha-
lanx, he beholds * the hand writing on the wall” and trembles!
Such is their dread of that poteacy of intellect by which the Edin-
burgh Review awes them into a respect for its talents, though, alas!
it cannot reclaim them from an abuse of its principles, or a detrac-
tion of its merit. . '

For, eager like Priam to throw a last javelin, though with a feeble
hatd, they scruple not to intimate, that * the Edinburgh Review
is gradually sinking in reputation, and is only bouyed up by the
pattial representations of its friends.” From men who take upom
them to pronaunce that the reasoning of these Reviewers ¢ is almost
too absurd .for confutation by serious argument,”§ we are not to
wonder at the open promulgation of even such a slander s this,
inconsistent as it may appear with their compelled acknowledge-
ment, that ¢ some articles are ably written, and that, in a few
of them, are even displayed principles not totally unworthy of
approbation.”t Kind, generous souls! we know how to appreciate
these extorted compliments; but, as half a loaf is at any time
better than no bread, we make you our bow even for this ¢ sparing
and invidious panegyric.” : o

However, to blast calumny at once, Bnd, if possible, to pmt
ber to the blush for her dark doings; be it known, to the
astonishment and morification of the whole junto of Antijacobins,
that the Edinbufgh Review is, at this very momeht, the sole,
Yiterary pabulum of the nation at large, who hunger and thirst after,
and may even besaid to eat and drink, its aspiring pages. As Carrasco

# Spectator. 4 Antijacobin, Nov. 1807, * § Ibid. July, 1808,
, pect ¥ + Ibid. Nov. 1807." :
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remarks of the histary of Don Quifotte, * childntn handle it,

oungsters read it, men understand it, and o0ld people applend it
fn short, ’tis universally so thumb'd, so gleaned, so studied, and’
so known, that as if people did but see a lean, horse, they presently
cried there goes Rosinante”; so.if théy do,but clap eyes on any
thing with a greasy blue cover, and the remnant of a yellow back,
they instantly exclaim, fit to jump out.of their skin for joy, there
is the dear, delicions, cutting, Edinburgh Review! and be it
morning, noon, or night, down they- set to it, and never quit
the chimuney corner till they have niade a glorious meal, and
actoally gobbled up the contents of the” whole bill of fare. Yes,
es, Mr. Marryat may: continue to cut bis jokes if he pleases,®

nt trust me no gallimaufry of parliamentary eloquence must eves
pretend to a rivalry with this super-human production, which, I
will be bold to say, bas increased, is increasing, and will, ad snfimi-
fum, coantinue to increase in reputation, maugre all these petty
cavillings of the insolent and insignificant. As for those who are
80 dead to every canon of criticism as to put translations on a
level with original compositions,t there is Do saying what stan-
dards they scribble by, or what Rhodomontade adventures they
may be doughty enough to undertake, ¢ for if a man will stuff
hls head full of Gammer Gurton, and Gabriel Harvey, - be will
soon find that he has no. room for Miltonor Virgil."§ Set up sEE
QUARTERLY REVIEW as a guardian of the public taste, and a com-
petitor to the Epinsunrcu ! !—As well guillotine genius and oppose
Tom Thumb to Gaiiath of Gath at once.

And, now in looking back updn the field of my labours, I am
astonished, I confess, at the length of my apology; how it has
happened I know not; but certaiuly, when I first began to con
‘my task, it wai never my intention 1o produce a volume. I can,
in fact, only account for it upon honest John Bunyan's priuciple.

For having now my method by the end,
Still so I pull'd, it came—and so I penn'd
It down, until, at last, it came to be,
: - For length and breadth, the bigness which yousee.,

However, if I have but ‘had the gbod luck to give satisfaction, I
shall not regret the time and pains I have taken. What it, perhaps,
more concerns me tp fidget myself about is, the apprehension that
a proper understanding may not have subsisted between us, and
that I did not sufficiently possess the confidence of the Edinbnrgh
Reviewers to set up for a canvasser of their politics ; so that, neglect-
ing to play into each others hands, I may all this time have been
out at sea, without rudder or compass, reviling principles which
they hold sacred, and drawing .monsters with. cloven feet and
curled up tails, when I ought to have been composing their apotheo-
sis and translating them amongst the northern constellations: a

* Antijacobin Review, May, 1800, p. 100. 1 Ibid. May, 1809,
P-107. § Ediuburgh Review, No. 24, 459.
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“ sitaition cértainly as dolefally deplorable as can well be comewed
of any poor benighted traveller.
. Ibant obscuri, sola sub nocte, per umbram, 4
Perque domos Ditis vacuas, et inania regna ;
Quale per ingertam lunam, sub luce maligna .
Est iter in sylvia. Virg. An. lib. vi.
. ‘But ¢ sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” I will not snticis
pate difficultics.  Probably I shall be favoured with some secref
instructions, for neither praise nor censure, do these stoical critics
-very properly take any public notice of. They would have enough to
do (o chastise the yelpings of every cur, ¢ acknowledgements. to
correspondents,’ bat ill snits with that glowing ardour for original
ition which takes up all the heart, and all the ‘'mind, and. all
she soul, and all the strength. In the mean while, I am proud
of the opportunity thus aftorded me of paying my devoirs te the
literati of the north,-and of offering up, at the shrine of their genius,
this * APOLOGY FOR THE EDINBURGH REVIEW,” a work that may
truly be denominated the philosophy of criticism, and  «
“ oF WHICH ALL BRITAIN RINGS FROM SIDE TO SIDE.’

The Reader will please to correct the following errors which acmrred
in the preceding parts of this Apology, in the hurry of printing.

P.;ge goe—For ¢ sweet bit of the sweet peony” read ** and the sweet, &c.*
3.:3—F ** when we have done crough® iead ¢ down cnough.”
For * from the Corinthi 0 read ¢ ghese Gorinthim.” -
qo4—For * cornpauy 80 delizate” rcud ¢ so delectable.”
. 8o5—Fnr * if vou but fancy thev awill Faold ™ rexd ** aithhold ?
qog—F it % fed apon a Zdeta, 2. 1exd ** feed upon.”
For ** King of Re'vlz'wfr:" read ¢ K3 of Rewienvs.”
gog—For * that lhc Edivburgh Rmzeﬂu.» " read ¢ Rewiew.”

e — ;__.._.—-—-—-____5 ‘
’ MISCELLANIES.

Stipendiary Curates.
Sir,
In a former letter I affirmed that no » curate ought to have a sti-
- pend of less value than one hundred pounds a year. A very impor-
tant objection to this regulation may be made, on the ground that
there are many livings in the kingdom, that do not amount to that
sum in their annual value: though the truth of this be admitted, yet .
1 do rlot conceive that my argument is at all invalidated by the objec-
tion : because I hold that it is the duty of government.to provide for
the respectable maintenance of the ministers of the Established
Charch ; therefore as many livings are inadequate to the incumbent’s -
support, their emoluments ought to be increased. Happily for the
Church, the present administration are of my opinion ; inasmuch as
they are now devising a plan for incredsing the provision tor the pooret
clergy. And I cennot forbear to avail myself of this opportunity of
expressing my great regard for, and sincere admiration of, the conduct
of Mr, Perceval, the present Chaneellor of the Exchequer, whoso



