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Biographical Note

Nora Campbell Chaffin was born in Cyprus Creek, North Carolina in 1900. She received
her A.B.in 1924 from Trinity College in Durham, N.C. and her Ph.D. from Duke
University. She completed post-graduatework at Columbia University. She was awarded
Phi Beta Kappa.

She was on the history faculty at Duke University from 1935 - 1944. She came to
Vanderbilt University in 1944 as the Dean of Women and served there until her
retirement in 1966. She also taught history at VVanderbilt, as an Assistant Professor 1944-
1946; Associate Professor 1946 - 1950; Professor 1950 - 1966. She was named Dean
Emeritus of Women at the time of her retirement. She died on February 5, 1981 at the age
of 81.1In 1950 she published Trinity College, 1832-1892: the Beginnings of Duke
University. Her papers are at Duke University and at Vanderbilt.

Chaffin Place, an undergraduate residential facility on the VVanderbilt Campus, was
completed in 1974 and named in honor of Dean Chaffin.

Scope and Content Note

This small collection of .21 linear feet, ¥2 Hollinger box, contains articles, papers, and
newspaper photographs of VVanderbilt University in its early days. It also includes maps
and articles from the Vanderbilt Alumnus magazine.

File Listing

1) Vanderbilt University Calendar — 1908 with photographs of the campus

2) “The Vanderbilt University Campus” (18 pages )

3) Avrticles and Papers about the early history of Vanderbilt University

4) Articles and Papers about the early history of Vanderbilt University; Frank
Crawford Vanderbilt and others

5) Maps of the Vanderbilt University Campus in the early years

6) Maps of the VVanderbilt University Campus in the early years

7) Maps of the Vanderbilt University Campus in the early years

8) Map of Vanderbilt University grounds by Litton Taylor

9) Sketch of Vanderbilt University in its early years; views of the Vanderbilt
Campus

10)  Newspaper Photographs — Main Building on Fire — April 20, 1905
“Wesley Hall in Flames” — February 19, 1932

11)  Vanderbilt Campus — Wesley Hall, 1906

12)  Newspaper photographs of buildings on the VVanderbilt Campus in the early
years
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13)
14)

15)
16)

Newspaper photographs of buildings on the VVanderbilt Campus in the early

years
Newspaper photographs of buildings on the VVanderbilt Campus in the early

years
Trees at Vanderbilt University in the early years; the Garland Oak

Miscellaneous papers
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