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Speal{ Out! 

Join Project Safe on 
Friday, April 1st at 
12noon on Rand Terrace 
for our annual Spealt Out! 

The annual speak out is an 
opportunity to voice your 
concerns about sexual 
assault, hear from other 
survivors, and support the 
women and men of this 
community who have 
expe rienced and continue 
to experience sexual 
assault . 

This event is free and op en 
to everyone. For more infor­
mation, please contact 
vicky.basra@vanderbilt.edu 
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STUCK AT RISK REDUCTION: 
WHY THE MOVEMENT IS NOT MOVING FORWARD 

/3y Vicky Bnsm nnrl Snnrlm 1-/arre/1 

Since Project Safe opened its doors in 
June of 2000, we have worked with over 50 
victims of sexual violence. And, though 
each individual who has walked 
through our doors brought a very 
d ifferent experience and response 
to the violence, one reaction was 
common among each: every one 
of them battled with feelings of 
self-blame, every one of them 
fel t somehow responsible for 
w hat had happened. It did no t 
matter if their a ttacker was a 
stranger o r a friend, each felt 
that there was something that 
they should have done differently. 
indeed, the largest and mos t diffi-
cult obstacle women who have been 
raped face in their healing process is their 
struggle with self-blame. As advocates, 
we have to wonder why? 

Wl1y- with over 30 years of an organ­
ized movement to end rape behind us-are 
victi111s still ji•eling responsi/Jie for their own 
victi111ization? 11\fhy-after three decades of 
progress that have included the creation 
of rape crisi s centers, legislative changes, 
and educat ional programs-rio courts nnrl 
clnssromns still get /Jogged rlown in victiiii­
/J/allling? Wl1ere have we gone wrong? 

Perhaps the answer lies in the move­
ment itself. According to the California 
Coa lition Against Sexual Assault, the anti-

sexual assaul t movement initi ally focused 
on addressing the immed iate needs of vic­
tims. As the services increased to include 
prevention, it became apparent that most 

perpetrators were male and yet the 
male population was largely exclud­

ed from the movement. Instead, 
vict ims' advocates s tarted focus­
ing their efforts on risk reduction 
strategies and self-defense work­
shops for women, placing the 
burden on women to be 
accountable for their safety. In 
an attempt to help women feel 
em pm vered, advocates \ vere 

placing the responsibility fo r rape 
prevention on their shoulders. 

Essentially women were being told 
that if they followed certai n guidelines 

they cou ld "reduce their risk" of becom­
ing victims; of course, the converse of that 
message was if they did not follow the 
gu idelines, they were increasing their risk. 
It was a message that our society cou ld 
easily embrace because it was victim­
blaming disguised as empowerment. 

In fact, risk-reduction messages have 
become so integral to our society's under­
standing of rape prevention, any other 
prevention approaches are seen as 
impractical. Never mind that the risk­
reduction teclmiques themselves are com­
pletely impractical, and ineffective: just 
try to have a full and productive life 
while hiding in a COIIIi1111etf 011 page 3 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month 



Call for art entries 

The Margaret C uninggim Women's Center is curre ntly 
accepting proposals for exh ibitions. The Ga llery at the 
Center is an intimate space w ith approx imately 40 running 
feet. T he Wome n's Cente r A rts Commi!!ee is interested in 
reviewing s trong two-di me nsional work by e me rging female 
artists in the Middle Tennessee area with pre fere nce given to 
those wi th limited local exposure. 

Ucquiremcnts for the proposals include: 
A brie f le !!er expressi ng interest in being ex hibited 
A brie f "artist s tate ment" 
I 0 s lides or a CD w ith I 0 works on it 

Please send to: 
l'vlargaret Cun inggim Women 's Center at Vanderbi lt 
University 
230 I Vanderbi It Place 
S tation B # 35 15 13 
Nashvi lle, TN 37235- 15 13 
al!e ntion: Jennifer Hackel! 

PROPOSALS 1\lUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 15TH. 

Wotnen's VU i~ published mo nthly ~q>rembcr rhrough 

June <II rhe .\largarel Cuninggim \\ 'omen's Cenrer, \':~ ndcrhilt 

l ' ni\Trsity, N:~~ l l\· i lle, Tl'\. 
Campus Address: 1-ranklin Building, .1 16 \\ 'est Side Row 
Mailing address: 230 I V:~n(krbilt Place, Box 3!'i IS 13, 
Station 13, 1'\:~s lwi lle, TN 37235- 15 13 
Phone: (61 5) 322-4H43; Fax: (61 5) 343 0940. 
E-ma i I address: " ·ome nc r r@J,·andcrbilt.edu 
Vis it our website a t: 
www. vanderbilt. ed u / \Yiome nsCe n t e r 

Linda Manning , d irector 
Jennife r Hac kett , associate d irecror 
Vicky IJasra, director, Project Safe 
Darbara Clarke, librarian 
Robin Van Arman, office manager 
Misa C ulley, editor (direct line 343-4367) 

This i ~ :1 copyrighted publicmion. Articles m:~y be reproduced 
with permission o f the editor. Letrers to the nliror :1n: wel­
come. Send rhem to the above :~tldress or e-mail rhe edi tor :1t 

Ill i s:~ .cu lley@,·a 11< lc rbilt.etlu. 

Address c hanges: Please con1:1ct our o ffice m:~nage r, Robin 
V:~n t\rm:~n, :It robi n.l. v:~n.a rm:~n@,·:~nderbilt.edu 

Deadline for newsletter: Submissions are due on the I sr of 
the month preceding publicmion. 

2 

"IN TRANSITION": 

THE ART OF ALYSHA I RISARI 

T he Wome n's Center welcomes artist Alys//(/ lri.wri as we host 
he r most rece nt series of work entitled, In Transition , to be 
exhibite d in our ga lle ry, April 14th through June 15 th . 

The ex hibit w ill open with our usua l Art ist 
Reception on Thursday, April 14th, from 
5:30pm-7:00pm. Please join us in 
welcoming Alysha: She will on hand 
to answer quest ions about her work. 
This reception is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
please contact jennifer.hackctt@ 
vanderbilt.edu 

O f her most rece nt series of work, 
A I ysha says: 

" In this body ofll'ork. I address issues such as identity 
and persmwltmnsition. Since lwmw1s are naturally 
creatures of lwbit, I heliel'<' that one <~(lite II/OS/ d(!llcult 
aspects l~l our daily !il'es is tlte complex process ll( adapt­
ing. gmll'illg, ami d £'aling tl'itlt conslwll clwng£'. I try to 
stress the importance 1~( the choices ll'e make. and !toll' 
tltuse choices ultimately <!flee/ our ind il'idual joumers 
tl11mtglt life. 

Ojien times, ltl'illtecltnically supplement my oil paint­
ings hy adding found objects and resin COII IIIIIIIell ls. I till / 

primarily interested in these itemsj(Jr tlt£'ir symbolic 
Falue, and beli£'t'e that they {/{/d dl!ptlt to tlte meaning of 
the painting. Morem 'el; tltl!y add a unique, tltr£'e-dimen­
sional component to my traditionally /ll'u-dim ensional 
ll'nrk. 

My pieces are l'ery emotionally cluuged with a 111i.r ~~r 
uncel'lainty, isolation and !tope. Surreal and drewnlike, 
the paintings represent certain states of mimi. I lto11e that 
others II IllY pl!rsunally relate to these feelings as ll'e/1. I 
intend fo r my work In he interpreted in d(llc•rent ll'ays, 
ami inl'ite tlte t•iewer tu discm•erltis or Iter own meaning 
in tlte ll'ork. " 

D O 0 0 _,,., .. .... 
I . ., .. ~ \', f'- 1 B r.torQorel Cun;ngglm 

D Women's Center 

!offi 
~ n CJ '' , ,, D . ..------, 

The Wome n's Center 
ex tends a big thank you 
to the \'andy Fems for 
ass istance in labeli ng the 
newslette r. 

IF'omm s VU 



STUCK AT RISK REDUCTION: 
WHY THE MOVEMENT IS NOT MOVING FORWA RD 
continued.fmm page I 

'' 

locked room away fro m a ll people, but espe­
cia lly away from men. In 30 years of preaching 
ris k-reduction, the ra te of reported sexual 
assault has increased, not decreased, and a ll 
the w hile, we have been inte rnalizing these 
messages and incrcnsing our own risk o f blam­
ing o ur s isters, aunts, mothers, ourselves, if any 

o ne of us 

Esse11tinlfy WO II/e/1 were beiug told flint if 
tlwy fo llowed certni11 guidc/iues tlley could 

"reduce their risk" of becomiug victims; of course, 
tile couverse of tlrnt message wns if tl1ey did 11ot 
f ollow tl1e guideli11es, tlley were i11crensiug their 

risk. It wns n message tlln tour society could easily 
embrace been use it w ns v ictim-blnmi11g 

hap pens to 
be raped . 

The re is 
a better 
option . 
There is a 
burgeon­
ing move­
men t to 

A jmi 2005 

disguised ns empowerme11t. 

'' p revent 
sexua 1 vio­

lence that d oes not p lace the burden on poten­
tial victims. Instead, it focuses on holding 
o ffend ers accountable and it asks men (w ho 
commi t 98% of all sexua l violence) to work 
w ith the movemen t to end violence against 
wo men. This movement says tha t being raped 
is not ou r fault, so changi ng ou rselves, our 
behaviors, our actions, w hat we wear, w here 
we go, wi ll not protect us. Its messngc may not 
be as easy to embrace as risk-reduction beca use 
this movement categorica lly rejects victim­
blaming messages, bu t its message holds the 
key to eliminating sexua l violence. 

And until the v iolence s tops, we a re a ll vic­
tims. Men, women, children, we a re a ll affected 
by this vio lence a t many d iffe ren t levels. Men 
a re a ffected mere ly by the fact tha t the re are 
women they love w ho a re affected by this, and 
beca use a ll men are judged by the actions of a 
few men w ho perpetrate this crime. Women 
constantly live in fcnr of being assaul ted and 
adjust their lives to keep sa fe from this terrorist 
act. And children a re affected by this becnuse 
from a young age girls a re taugh t that because 
of their gender they must constantly li ve in fear 
of the op posite sex and trus t no one nnd boys 
a re taught that their need fo r sex is a righ t and a 
mcnsurc of how manly they arc. 

We a ll recognize the con tinued need for su p­
port services fo r vict ims/survivors of rape and 
sexua l assault. But we mu st also iden tify and 

focus our energy on potential perpetrators and 
provide them with early in tervention services. 
We need to work w ith young boys from nn 
early age, challenging the cultura l messages 
that encou rage them to beli eve tha t they have a 
right to a woman's body. Instead, we should 
help them unders tand tha t being a man means 
be ing an active member of society and respect­
ing nil people. We shou ld be teaching young 
girls that they never abdicate thei r righ t to not 
be assau lted, no matter what they say or d on 't 
say, no matter what they drink or don't drin k, 
no ma tter where they go or don't go. And on 
our campus, we need to be finn in ou r position, 
unwavering in our message, and u nited in our 
app roach. We can d o more than make fa lse 
promises about reduced risks; we can change 
public attitudes abou t ra pe and sexual assault, 
we can challenge rape-supportive messages 
and ideologies, we can stop rape from happen­
ing in the first place. 

For more i11Jimnntion 011 nll.if of the programs 
offered l1y Project Safe, please contact Project Safe 
direct01~ vicky.lmsm@umlder/Jilt.edu 

Please join Project Safe all month long for pro­
grams on sexual assault awareness. If you arc 
interested in joining the movement, Project Safe 
offers two programs dedicated to promoting aware­
ness and education about violence against women: 

PEER EDUCATOitS OF P IWJECT SAFE 

Wednesdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27 
7:00pm-8:00pm (Meets every Wednesday) 
What/Who: Peer Educators arc students trained to 
fa<.:il itatc workshops that promote dis<.:ussion and 
encourage understand ing of violence against 
women. For more information, contact 
kathryn. w.si I verstei n@ vanderbi I t.edu 

!\lEN PROMOTING A SOLUTION 

Mondays, April 4, 11, 18, 25, 
9:00- IO:OO!lm (Meets every Monday) 
What/ Who: A group of men dedicated to creating 
awareness about violent crimes against women and 
eliminating those crimes through social change. New 
members are always welcome! For more in fonna­
tion, wntact justin.s.montenegro@ 
vanderbilt.cdu 
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IN r1 HE tJBRAl{Y BARBAHA ClARKE 

\\ n l lllll\ ( l l lll l l du.u 1.111 

New Releases Explore Won1en's Voices in the Musical World; 
Women's Second Adulthood 

Inventing 
the Rest 

of Our Lives 

SUIAIIN( IIAUtc l[ \1'111( 

Journali st Suzanne Braun Levi ne has 
some heartening messages for women in 
the Second Adulthood stage of life, 
which she believes begins at about the 
age of 50. btJ•eutiug the Rest of Our 
Li1•cs: Women in Second Adulthood 
(Viking, 2005) is aimed at the 37 mil­
lion American women who were born in 
the I 940s and 1950s. Levine, who was 
the editor of Ms. from I 972 to 1989, 
writes that "Second Adulthood is a jour­
lie'_\' each of us embarks on, but it is also 

a s /(lg£' that our generation is in the prm:ess of defining as we 
live it. Thi s hnok is about both." 

Women currently in this age group were born into a world 
where women's prospects were limited but most were still 
young when femini sm helped to expand their horizons and to 
enable them to achieve things unheard of for previous genera­
tions of women. According to the writer, a woman entering 
Second Adulthood is literally quite different from the person 
she was when she first became an adult. Not only have her 
goals and outlook changed, but she has more confidence in her 
abilities. In women aged from about 45 upwards scienti sts have 
discovered new growth in the part of the brain responsible for 
making judgments. So there is improvement in this area even 
while aging may cause a decline in some other skills. 

In her very engaging guide Levine touches on many subjects 
of interest and concern to women who have reached an age 
when many no longer feel that they must always please others. 
Among the topics covered are how to speak up and to say no; 
li stening to oneself instead of to others; caregiving issues; 
whether to continue working; volunteer work; making lifestyle 
changes and following one's passion; love, sex and friendship ; 
health issues and what women can and cannot do about age­
related changes; and the economic and political power of older 
women. 

Christine Alder and Anne Worrall, working on different con­
tinents, noticed that most books about violence were about men 
and that most books about women and crime devoted little 
space to girls. Their shared concerns about "the increasingly 
punitive attitudes" that many seemed to have toward troubled 
young women led to them co-editing the engrossing Girls' 
lliolence: Myths and Realities (State University of New York 
Press, 2004 ). The contributors examine girls in four English-
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speaking nations: the United States, Canada, Great Britain and 
Australia. Alder is principal research fellow in criminology at 
the University of i'vlelbournc in Australia while Worrall is a pro­
fessor of criminology at England 's Keele University. 

They challenge statistics that purport to show that girls are 
becoming increasingly violent. Careful analysis reveals that the 
types of offenses classed as violent vary great ly, and that 
assaults committed by gi rls arc mostly in less-violent categories 
and tend to be perpetrated against friends or family members. 
Certain behaviors are also less acceptable when carried out by 
girls. In both the United States and Australia gi rls from minority 
ethnic groups arc more frequently charged with violence. 

'vVhile not all the contributors to this volume share identical 
views there are recurring themes and the writers all have a 
"common commitment to the adventure of excavating the conti­
nuities and discontinuities in the struggles of girls and young 
women to take control of their own li ves and futures in material 
and ideological conditions that continue to restrict their options 
and opportunities.· · 

ll'omen 's Voices Acmss tHusical 
1\'orld.~ (Northeastern University Press. 
2004) grew out of courses on women 
and music at Tufts Uni versity, where 

- the editor. Jane /\. Bernste in, is a pro­
fessor of music. Her goal was to exam­
ine music and women as performers and 
composers over a wide area of the 
world and from many historical periods. 
Thi s work "centers on s ignificant issues 
and themes that emerge when women 
and music come together. It thus 

encourages interdisciplinary speculation with gender as its main 
focus of inquiry." 

Due to the many literal and metaphoric meanings of "voice" 
Bernstein thought it appropriate to group the articles into such 
categories as cloistered voices: empowered voices; lamenting 
voices; and gendered voices and performance. The contributors. 
most of whom are musicologists, discuss such varied topics as 
India's uacni dancers; Hildegard of Bingen; French female 
composers of a century ago; black women and the blues; protest 
singers such as Joan Baez; Japanese dancers; and women play­
ing men in nineteenth-century Italian opera. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

AtSII.\11 St:.t :- 10;-~s: 

NO! TilE R \ PI·. Docu,\IEi\ 1'.\RY 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 
Reception: preceding screening, 5:30pm 
Screening: NO! The Rape Documentary 
Where ami When: Wilson Hall , 126, 

6:30pm, followed by Q&A 
Sponsored by Bishop Joseph Johnson Black 
Cu ltural Center, Project Safe program at the 
Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center, 
Tennessee Coalition Agai nst Domestic and 
Sexual Violence. For more information, please 
contact v icky.basra@ vanderbi It .edu 

PAY EQUITY GALA 

April 19, 6pm, Time and Location TBA; 
Please checl< our website for details 
What : Tn the year 2004, white women sti ll 
only earned, on average 76 cents to every 
white man's dollar. In fact, if a white man 
worked from Ja nuary I, 2004 -January I, 2005 
to earn a dollar, it would take a white woman 
from January I, 2004-April 19, 2005 to earn 
that same dollar for the same work. The fig­
ures are worse for women and men of color. 
Who: All those who are eager to learn more 
about the pay inequity that st ill ex ists in our 
nation should come to this banquet. Admission 
prices will be charged according to your gen­
der and race. Bring $ 10 with you, and depend­
ing on your earning potential, you will be 
charged admittance accordingly. 
For more information, contact katha1yn.i. 
christ ian@ vanderbi lt.edu 

EVENTS 

SI'E.\K 0L'I! 
Friday, April 1s t, 12:00noon, 
Rand Terrace 
What: April is Sexual 1\ssault .Awareness 
Month! The annual speak out 1s an oppor­

tunity to voice your concerns about sexual 
assault, hear from other survivors, and support 
the women and men of this community who 
have experienced and continue to experience 
sexual assau lt. 
\Vho: This event is free and open to everyone. 
For more information, please contact 
vicky. basra@ vanderbi It .cdu 

Gn \l>li.\T E Wmu::\' RL't HEX I: Lu E t:"i B A L.\ W 'E 

Saturday, April 2, 10am-2:311pm, Branscomb 

Hall Rcc. Room 
\\' hat : Graduate students have enormous 
demands upon their time, and are constantly 
pulled in a thousand different directions. Dr. Gina 
Frieden, psychologist with a specialty in women 
and stress will guide us through a relaxing nnd 
inspiring day that will help us to reach balance in 
our lives. 
Who: This event is free and open to any graduate 
student. You must register for th is event by going 
to www. vanderbi lt.edu/cft/f'2p2 For more infor­
mation , contact jennifer.hackett @vanderbilt.edu 

Wuft~H. '5 C!-tnte.r :5e.xu A-tit'! :5e.rie.5 
presents : Sperms to Worms, Womb to Tomb: 
Sexuality Across a Lifespan 
Thursday, April 7, 6:00pm 
What : c:lme to hear true li fe experiences of 
panelists of vary ing ages and sexual orientations 
who are willing to share with you what has 
gone on behind the bedroom doors of their 
li ves. 
Who: this program is free and open to the pub­
lic. For more information, contact 
jennifer. hackett @vandcrbi lt .cdu 

i\lOC'K R.\ PE Ttti,\L 

1\tesday, April 12, 7:00pm 
Sarratt Cinema 
What: He said, she said., .. thos~ are the 
words that we hear all of the tune regard­

in ()" sexual assault cases on campuses across the 
m~ion. Come sec a scenario that plays itself out 
on Vanderbi lt's campus far too often and judge 
for yourself who is in the wrong. 
Who: This program is co-sponsored by the 
Vandy Fems and Project Safe and is free and 
open to everyone. There will be a discussion by 
Project Safe afterwards. For more information , 
contact: katie.protos @vanderbi I t.edu 

II IN Ttt.\i\'S I110i\'" 
Artist neccption for Alysha ll'isa ri 
Thursday, April14, 5:30pm-7:011pm 
What: Painted works, primarily a variety of 
styles of sel f portraits, will focus on the theme 
of personal choices, transition, and change. 
Come and meet the artist, ask questions, and 
experience great art and great food! 
Who: This reception is free and open to every­
one. For more information, please contact 
jcnni fer. hackett@ vanderbi lt.eclu 

Dtc Gonnr:ss 
Thursday, April 14, 7:011pm, 
Iliaci< Cultural Center 

COIIIillll!'tf VII JWge 0 
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What: Affectionately known as " Dr. Goddess," Kimberly C. 
Ellis is an Ass ista nt Professor of American Studies with a con­
centration in Afri can American Li terature and History. She joins 
her academic expertise with her artistic sensibilities to educate 
and e ntertain audiences about race, class, gender and sexuality 
issues, including mass consu merism, male/female relat ionships, 
globalization and the African Diaspora. 
Who: This program is free and open to everyone and is co­
sponsored with Inte rcultural Affairs. For more information 
about this pe rformer, please go to www.drgoddess.com or con­
tact frnnces.d.henclerson@ vandcrbilt.eclu 

CONSlli :IATION ON GENDEI{ AND TRADE 

Friday, April IS 
What: An Exploration ofthe impact of trade policy locally and 
inte rnationally 
Where and When: I :00pm-5pm, r unnan 114; free and open to 
the public 
Co-sponsored by Inte rnational Gender and Trade Network and 
the Margaret Cuninggim\Vomcn's Center. For more informa­
tion, please contac t linda.manning@vanderbilt.edu 

I NTERNATIONAL S·l RESS fEST! 

Tuesday, April 26, 3:00-6:00pm 
What: In ternationa l Stess fest is a fun, educationa l, hands-on 
fair promoting relaxi ng techniques from around the world. 
Who: Everyone is in vited to go barefoot o n the lawn, ge t free 
massages, reflexology, and re lax across cu ltures on the last day 
of c lasses! For more information , contact heather. I. 
ki rchdorfcr@ vanclerbi lt.edu 

REGULAR GROUPS AND MEETINGS 

T-llLAST (Trausgendcred women, lli women, Lesbians, and 
Straight women Together) 
1\tcsday, AprilS, 6: 1Spm-7 :30pm at the GLilT house 
(l'vleets the first Tuesday of each month) 
\VIw: This discussion group is free and open to all women. Co­
Sponsored by the VU GLBT Oftice and the VU Women's 
Cente r. For more info, please contact me lindn.brown @vander­
b ilt.edu, pat ric ia.k.gardner@vanderbilt.cdu, or jennifcr.hnck­
e tt @vande rbilt.edu For the location and directions to the GLBT 
ho use, go to www.vnnderbilt.edu/glbt 

S I STA IIS Jh:ADING S ISTA I IS 

Thursday, April 7, 12:30pm-l :30pm (Meets the 1st Thursday) 
\Vhat: A book g roup for everyone interested in rending African­
Ame rican women authors. This month the group will be reading 
The Coldest Winter El'er by Siste r Souljah. 
This group is free and open to everyone! 
For more info, please contact nicole.l.mcdona lcl@ vancle rbi lt.edu 

Ct{E \TI \'F L IFE PL,\ NNING GROUP 

'J\tt~sdays, April 5, 12, 19 :md 26 
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11 :30am-1:00 pm (Meets every '1\tcsday) 
What : A group for a ll dedicated to li ving life intent ionally and 
cn::atively. Open to everyone in the community and is usually 
attended by wome n between 40 and 90 years of age. 
Who: Thi s group is free and open to everyone. 
For more information, call 322-4843. 

CREATI VE WRITING GROUt' 

Tuesday, April12, S:30-7:00pm (Meets the 2nd Tuesday) 
What : The Creative Writing Group is open to new members! 
\Ve look forward to hearing your piece. No writing experience 
necessary. You can bring a piece or create one at the group. 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone. It is led by Anna 
Sir, who wi ll be doing some writing instruct ion as well as facili ­
tation of the group. For more informat ion , or to RSVP to I he 
group, contact nnnasir@bellsouth.net 

V ANOY MOMS 

Thursday, April 14 and 28 
11:30-12:30pm (Meets the second a nd fourth Thursdays) 
What : On Apri l 14, Ellen Clark from tile Employee Assistance 
Progmm will speak on stress management. 
Who: Moms o f any age! 'Nomen who j uggle! Superheroes! 
Open to a ll mothers, partnered or s ingle. This is a support net­
work that provides advocacy for moms in the Vanderbi lt and 
larger communit ies. It a lso provides programming to inform, 
empower and enrich. To RSVP, contact misa.culley@vander­
bilt.cdu or call 343-4367. 

VANDERIIt t:r FEMINISTS ( V,\Nil\' fEIIIS) 

Wednesdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27 
5:00-G:OUpm (meets every Wednesday.) 
Who: Specifically for unde rgraduates (women and men), but 
open to a ll. 
What: An undergraduate student group concerned a bout 
women's issues on campus, and promoting equality between 
genders. Contact emily.c.baunnch @vanderhi lt.cdu or 
katharyn.i.christinn @vnnderbil t.cdu O r just come to a meet ing! 

D ISSEilTATION WHITERS GROUP 

Wednesday, April 6 and 27 
3:45pm-5:00pm (meets every three weel<s) 
What/Who: This support group meets every three weeks to 
provide female Ph.D. candidates wi th objective reactions and 
fresh perspectives , as well as a place to unwind during the dis­
sertatio n writ ing process. 
For more information, contact rory.dicker@vnndcrbi ll.edu 

BooK Gnmw 
Monday, April 11 , 5: I Spm-6: l Spm 
(mee ts the second Monday) 
What/Who: The book group is open to new members nl a ll 
times and is for anyone who loves to read. 
The book group will read Cal'edwel/er by Dorothy Al lison. For 
more information, contact Jane Du Bose at 
jclubose@bellsouth.ne l or Carmen Gherman at 
cggherman @yahoo.com. colltimted 1111 page 7 
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!U! !AID-A! !AID: A MO(IC lAP! TIIAl 

He took her out with a bunch of friends to a local restaurant 
for drin ks. He helped her get home and wa lked her to her 
room. He kissed her and closed the door. 

She went out with him and a bunch of fri ends. She was intoxi­
cated and needed to go home. She trusted him to get her home 
safe. She remembers getting to her door and blacki ng out. 

He said she wanted it. 

She said she woke up the next morning naked in bed, w n­
fused and terrified about what happened during the night 
while she was blacked out. 

ll'hat happened that night? \\~ts it rope :; You and a jury of 
your peers deeide at the "She Said-He Said" Mock Rape 
Trial on Tuesday, April 12th at 7pm. 

The Mm:k Rape Trial is part of April 's Sexual Assault 
Awareness l'vlonth programming. It is one of the many acti vi­
ties sponsored by the Vanderbi lt Feminists, Project Safe, the 
fvlargaret Cuninggim Women's Center, and the Peer Educators 
of Project Safe during the month of April. An all-student 
group diret:tcd by sophomores Erin Legget t and Courtney 
Wright will be presenting this scenario in the format of a tri al. 
Testimony wi ll be given by the victim and the accused, as well 
as witnesses, experts, and crime enforcement offit:ial s. After 
the final statements are presented by the defense and the pros­
ecution, a jury of peers selected randomly from campus stu­
dent organizat ions will deliberate until a dec ision is reached of 
guilty or not guilt. 

During the deliberation , Vicky Basra, the Director of Projet:t 
Safe, will lead a discussion about the trial with the audience. 
Experts from several offices on campus that provide support 
to indi viduals affected by sexual assault will be present in the 
audience to help answer questions. 

The l'VIock Rape Trial is presented to increase awareness about 
violence against women and to highlight the process that a 
survivor who t:hooses to prosecute must undergo during the 
trial. Only I 0% of all sexual assault survivors t:hoose to prose­
t:ute; of these, only 2% receive convictions. Although this 
presentation is a mock rape trial, we want to reiterate that only 
the survivor can t:hoose what dirct:t ion is to be taken follow­
ing any incident of sexual violence. As advocates, we 
unequivocally endorse their decision. 

Submilled by Katie Protos. 

Fur more injormnlion 011 n11y of the progrn11ts offered by Project 
Safe, plense con/net Project Safe directot; vicky.bnsrn@ 
7111/tder/Ji/ t.ed11 

/Ifni/ 200 5 

NO! TU! ftAP! DGtUM!IIiiTAftY 

Project Safe is pleased to be cosponsoring filmmaker, Aishah 
Simmons, as she wi ll show her documentary, NO! A Rape 
DocumenlliiJ'. Simmons is an award-winning African-American 
feminist lesbian independent fil mmaker whose body of work 
often deals with issues of race, gender, homophobia, rape and 
misogyny. She is also a television and radio producer, interna­
tional lecturer, published writer, and activist based in 
Phil adelphia, PA. 

'1\Jcsday, April 5. 2005 
Screening of NO! The Ilape Documentary 
Reception: preceding movie screening 5:30pm 
Where and When: Wilson Hall, 126, 6:30pm, fo llowed by 
Q&A 
Sponsored by Bishop Joseph Johnson Black Cultural Center, 
Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center, Tennessee Coal ition 
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 
Symposium A: Aishah Simmons ... On Being an Independent 
Fi 1m maker 
Where and When: lllack Cultural Center, 11 8, 4:00-6:00pm 

T hursday. April 7, 2005 
Symposium B: Providing Culturally Responsive Service to 
Women and Communities of Color 
Where and ·when: University Club, 12pm-2:00pm 

A-prit &p.,le.n~e.r 
Clmtinued from page 6 

P EEn Eouc.ATOus o F PROJECT S,\ m 
Wednesdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27 
7:00pm-8:00l>lll (Meets every Wednesday) 
What"\'ho: Peer Educators are students trained to facili­
tate workshops that promote dist:ussion and encourage 

understanding of violence against women. For more informa­
tion, contact kathryn. w.si I verstein @vanderbi lt.edu 

i\IE" PnmiCn I'<C ,, SoLl liON 

Mondays, April4, 11, 18,25 
9:00pm-10:00pm (Meets every Monday) 
What/Who: A group of men dedicated to creating aware­
ness about violent crimes against women and el iminating 

those crimes through social change. New members are always wel­
come! For more info, contact justin.s.montenegro@vanderbi lt.edu 
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\\'0\IF \''S CEYII•.It SPO:'\SO itS U:'\DEnG it \ IH I \TJ: ro 

P IU~S I '\ I' 1· 1:'\J>l:'\C~ \I .\ :\:'\LAL CO:\FEnE\'CT 

ivlcrcdith Sprincc 01pproached the Women's Center l01st yc01r 01ski ng for 
01ssist<1ncc to fund her trip to an annua l t:onlerencc of the American Sot:iety 
for Cell fliology (ASCB) where the research she t:onductcd during an 
internship would be presented. We happily obliged. l'vlcrcdith sh01rcs some 
of her thoughts on the confcrcnt:e: 

" The Clil!f'erence \\'liS 111/ended by o\'er /0,000 people ol'er Decemher 
4-8, 201)4. qf'tlle lll'er J,fiiiiJ projects andjindin~s being presented at 
the Clil!f'erence, onZI' a small number of'presentatiuns H'ere made by 
wuler~raduates, a111ll1ras incredibZF luc/..y to be a part r!f'tlwt gmup. 
,\fl' research \1'1/s done o1·er this past Slllllllll'r through an intemsllip 
at the Unil'ersity 1!1' Iowa , H'liere a graduate student in my assigned 
lah 11/ok great care to teach me e\'eJytllin~ s he could alnnlf pharma­
cology research. Because l?f'tllis instruction. /1ms ahle to take 1111rl 
in much I!(/ lie preliminm:1• research that the lab 11'1/S peJ:fimning 0 11 a 
particular protein. The road ll'ill be long. but it i~· possih/e that, in the 
.filfure. di.1·cm·erie.1· about this protein will lead to 1111 understmuling of 
how ctmn•r cells pml(femte rapidZJ' and lwp,:fii/Zr will lead Ill mres 
a111l pn'l'£'11/ions I!(/ his malemlenl disease. The llundrerls 1!(/w urs qf' 
1rork that I poured into this project sometimes led to .fi·us /rat ion, hut 
more o_tien to great elation and pride, and they mnk as some r!f'tlle 
~reate~·t e.1periences £!(my /((e. 

This trip 11·as an wnazing e.1perience that will help me imlll<'llsell' as I 
colllinue tllrou~IT sehoul. /11'1111/d not hare heen able to a/lend H'ere it 11111 

.fhr till! gi!II I!I'Osi~J' of' 11uulerbilt multlle 1/'tnnen .~ Cente1; allllfwn 
incredihZr gmte.fill.for tlleirllelp in tuming this opportunity into n•tlli~J '. " 

I,A N N 0 u N cEMENT~ 
Can \Ve Prevent Genita l Herpes? 

Fact: I in 4 American women has genita l herpes and docs 
not know it. Are you a hca llhy woman age 18-30 with no 
history of herpes infect ions? 

You could get screened for herpes at no cost to you. You 
may qualify to parl icipate in a research study on an experi ­
mental vaccine to prevent genita l herpes in women. 

This vaccine CANNOT give you herpes. Financial com­
pensation will be provided. For more information and to 
see if you qualify, contact Susan Henderson at 615-343-
07X4 I susan.henderson@vnndcrbil t.cdu or Shnron Ankrah 
nt 6 15-322-1 356 I sharon.n.ankrah@vandcrbilt.cdu 

Women~\' JIU to change publishing schedule 
The monthly ncwslcllcr of I he Women 's Center, Women 's 
VU, will now be published August through rvlay so as to 
bcllcr rcncct the programming schedule of I he Center. 

Printed on recycled paper Vanderbilt University is ..:ommittcd to prinl·iplcs of equal opportunity ami alllnnativc action 

r---------------------------------, 
Women 's VU mailing list 

Women -~ I'U is sent free, on request, to 0111 
Vanderbilt students 01nd to f01culty 01nd sHifT at a 
c01mpus mldrcss. Subscript ions are av<1ilable to 
ofi'-t:ampus readers for 01 suggested donation of 
S I 0 per yc01r. Plc01sc include your t:heck, pay01blc 
to V01 ndcrbi lt University, with your subscript ion. 

1 0 Plcnsc send my li·ee subscription to a cnmpus 
address. (Student subscriptions arc free to any 
address.) 

0 Please send my subscription to an off-campus 
address. Donation is enclosed. 

0 Please cOJTCt:t my name on your m01iling list. 

0 Ple01sc remove my name from your m<1iling 
list. 

Nmnc _______ ________ _ 

Address __________ _ _ _ _ 

0 Student (specify school & ycnr) ____ _ 

0 Swn· 1:1 Fat:tdty 1:1 Administmtor 0 Other 
Mail to tl1e Women:~ Cente1; l'a111lerbilt 
Unil'ersity, /Jox 351513 Station B. Nashl'ille, TN 
37?35 

---------------------------------~ 

Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center 
Vandt::rbilt University 
230 I Vanderbilt Place 
Box 351 5 13, Station 11 
Nashvi ll t::, TN 37235 

Return Ser vice Requ ested 


