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Presents 

Rev. Debra Haffner 
"Sexuality, Spirituality, 
and Religion: What's 

the Connection?" 
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March 28, 2006 
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Wilson Hall, 103 

FREE! 

Members of the community can 
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Terrace Place garage. For more 
information, please call the 
Women's Cente r at 322-4!!43. 
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Sexuality. Spirituality. and Religion: What's the Connection? 

The Women's Center Presents Debra Haffner 

T he Margaret Cuninggim Women's 
Center Annual Lecture wi ll take 
place on Tuesday, IVIarch 28th at 
7pm in Wilson Hall I 03. This 

endowed lecture on women in culture and 
society is given by a distinguished scholar 
each year. Past lecturers have included 
Patricia Hill Collins, Peggy Mcintosh, and 
Louise Si lverstein. This year, the Margaret 
Cuninggim Women's Center proudly presents 
Reverend Debra W. Haffner and her talk: 
"Sexuality, Spirituality, and Religion: \Vhat 's 
the Connection? " 

Reverend Haffner, a Universal Unitarian 
minister, is the director of the Religious 
Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice, and 
Healing. The Religious Institute, founded in 
200 I, is an ecumenical, interfaith organization 
dedicated to advocating for sexual health, 
education, and j ustice in faith communities 
and society. Under Haffner 's leadership, the 
Religious Institute is working to develop and 
support a network of clergy, religious educa­
tors, theologians, ethicists, and other religious 
leaders comm itted to sexual justice; to build 
the capacity of religious institutions and clergy 
to offer sexuality education within the context 
of their own faith traditions; to help congrega­
tions become sexually healthy faith communi­
tics; and to educate the public and policymak­
ers about this rel igious vision of sexual moral­
ity, justice, and healing. 

Haffner 's work at the Religious Institute fol­
lows the Religious Declaration on Sexual 
Morality, Justice, and Healing. According to the 
Religious Declaration, 

"sexuality is God's 
lite -giving and life­
fulfilling gift. .. We 
arc speaking out 
against the pain, 
brokenness, oppres­
sion, and loss of 
meaning that many 
experience about 
their sexuality. Our 
culture needs a 
sexual ethic focused 
on personal rela­
tionships and social 
justice rather than pat1icular sexual acts. All 
persons have the right and responsibility to lead 
sexual lives that express love, justice, mutuality, 
commitment, consent , and pleasure. Grounded 
in respect for the body and for the vulnerabil ity 
that intimacy brings, this ethic fosters physical, 
emotional , and spiritual health. lt accepts no 
double standards and applies to all persons, 
without regard to sex, gender, color, age, bodily 
condition, marital status, or sexual orientation." 

The Religious Inst itute advocates for theo­
logical reflection and dialogue about sexuality 
with voices present from medical, social, arts, 
religious, and humanitarian fields, as well as 
for the full inclusion of women and sexual 
minorit ies in congregational life. Religious 
leaders are encouraged to receive training on 
sexual ity counseling and education throughout 
the lifespan, and to support those who chal­
lenge sexual oppression and work for j ustice 
within their communities. Haffner encourages 
persons of fa ith to endorse . d , 

culllllllle on page _, 

March is Women's History Month 
The i\Jaq~aret Cuninggim Women's Crnter advances NJnily at Vandrrblll, and in I he larger community, thmugh admcacy, Nlucatiou, and empowerment. 



Women's Center Seeks 
Mentoring Award Nominees 
The Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center is currently 
act:epting nominations for nn award given mmtwlly to rec­
ognize achievements by and in support of women at 
Vanderbilt University. 

Tile Mrntoring !lll'ard honors a member of the Vanderbilt University 
l:ommunity who fosters the professional and intellectual development 
of Vanderbilt women. The award will be announced in April, when 
the honoree will be presented with a specia l gi ft and certi ficate. 

Deadline: If you know someone who is deserving of this recognition. 
please submit your nomination by Friday, J\lnrch 17. Nomination 
forms arc available at the Sarratt desk or at the Women's Center. 
Currkulum vitae of the nominee arc al so wekomed as well as up to 
three additional letters of support for the nominee. 

The Women's Center Says Goodbye 
to One of its Own 
T his past February, j ennifer f/acke/1 , assoc ia te direc tor of the 
'No men 's Center, accepted a new posi tion wi th the Nat ional 

Confere nce of Communi ty and Justice here in Nas hvi lle. For 
three years s he directed the Gender !\'falle rs programming here 

at the Wo men's Cente r. 

Good luck, }euuifer! 
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the Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center, Vanderbilt University, 
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Mailing address: 230 I Vanderbilt Place 

Box 35 I 513, Sta tion ll 
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Seedpod Senescence: 
works by Patricia Jordan 

Don't miss your chance to see our 
latest art exhibit, Seedpod 
Senescence: worl<s hy Patricia 
.Jordan 
Patricia Jordan ut ili zes biological 
and metaphorical imagery in c har­
coal drawings, prints and collages 

to deal with the "change of life" 
for women-an explorat io n or the 
possibilities for this new life stage. 

T he s how runs February 6 through 
April 28. To see the show, call 

322-4X4J for viewing times and directions. 

Patricia Jordan discusses her work with two admirers 
during the opening rel:eption. 

Congratulations to the 
2006 Vagina Warriors 

IJeing a \1agina \\'ltrrior "means de1•eloping tlte spiritual 
muscle to enter all( I survive tlte grief tlwt violence brings, 
and, in that dmtgemus space of slllnned knowing, inviting 
tlte deeper wisdom. " 

- Eve Ens ler, Author, The Vagina I'VIonologues 

Project Safe congratulates the following women for their 

ex traordinary contribu tio ns to Vande rbi lt Uni versi ty and 
Nashv ille in the movement to end violence agains t women: 

Renee Roberson 

Rachel Cook 

E/izaheth Edmondson 

tltfisa Culley 

T hanks to a ll those who made this year's production o f 

The Vagina Monologues poss ible ! 

Happy V-DAY: Until the Violence Stops! 

Wolllen's VU 



Sexuality. Spirituality. and Religion: What's the Connection? 

MCWC Presents Rev. Debra Haffner 
colllinued from page I 

sex ual and spiritual wholeness in society, spccifit:ally: a 
lifelong, age appropriate sexuality educat ion in the community, 
a faith-based commitment to sexual ami reproductive rights, 
and religious leadership in movements to end sexual and 
social injustice. 

Reverend Haffner also participated in the Dialogue on 
Reproductive Rights held in the fall 

DEB Hi\ \V 1 IM'FNEI\..\1 1'11. of 1999 by the Aspen Insti tute and 

., , 
,. ~~ 

Search for Common Ground. The 
conference brought together individ­
uals from various social, political, 
and faith-based perspectives and the 
participants created guideli nes for 
havi ng a religiously inclusive dia­
logue around reproduct ive rights. 
Seven areas of common grou nd 
emerged from this conversation: 
promoting sexual responsibi lity: 
fostering equality and respect for 
women; strengthening parent-child 
comnntnication; work ing to reduce 

teen pregnancies; improving prenatal and maternal care; 
supporti ng the choice of adoption; and working together to 
remove the condit ions that lead to unplanned pregnancies and 
abortions. Haffner works to continue this dialogue within the 
fai th-based communi ties and the larger socio-polit ical culture to 
increase nationwide conversations about the connection 
between sexual health and spirituality. 

The staff at the Margaret Cuninggim Women 's Center invites 
anyone interested in th is conversation to j oi n us for the Annual 
Lecture on Tuesday, tv! arch 28th at 7:00pm in Wilson Hall I 03 . 
Members of the community can find parking for th is free event 
at the Terrace Place garage. We believe that fostering conversa­
tion about reproducti ve rights, healthy sexuality, and spiritual ity 
is crucial to the current femini st movement. 

H'lt o Is Debra Ha.Jlner? 

Debra W. Haffner is the director of a new organization, the 
Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice, and Healing. 
Ms. Haffner was the chief executive officer of SIECUS, the 
Sexuality Informat ion and Education Council of the United 
States, from 19XX through !VIay 2000. Under her leadership, 
S IECUS tripled in staff size, increased its annual budget 
revenues more than six-fold, and opened professional ofti ces in 
New York and Washington, DC. During Ms. Haffner's tenure at 
SIECUS, she created the Religious Declaration on Sexual 
l'vlorality, Justice, and Healing; the National Coalition to 
Support Sexuality Education; the Commission on Adolescent 
Sexual Health; and the Guidelines for Comprehensive Sex uality 
Education, K i ndcrgarten-Grade Twelve. 

Ma rch 2006 

Prior to joining SIECUS, Ms. Haffner served as the Director of 
Education for the Center for Population Opt ions; the Director of 
Community Services for Planned Parenthood of tvletropolitan 
Washington; a Special Assistant in the U.S. Public Health 
Service; and the Resource Center Coordi nator of the Population 
Institute. 

Ms. Haffner is the author of Fmm Diapers to Dating: A 
Parent~· Guide to Raising Sexually Healthy Children, which 
was called by Kirkus Review "the very best kind of guide for 
being a better parent," and Beyond the /Jig Talk: Every Parent:~ 
Guide to Raising Se.ma/ly Healthy Teens, which the American 
Library Association's Book list says, "otTers solid advice and 
resou rces to parents, who will greatly appreciate her candor." 
She is also the en-author of a college sexuality textbook, \\'hat 
I've Leam ed About Sl'.l'. !VIs. Haffner has also published nine 
chapters in books and encyclopedias, more than 70 articles in 
professional journals, 14 monographs, and numerous pamphlets 
for the general public. She has conducted speeches and tra ining 
workshops in Brazil , Venezuela, England, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Israel, Uruguay, Guatemala, the Eastern Caribbean, Spai n, and 
the Netherlands. 

ivls. Haffner's work has been honored by the Yale School of 
Epidemiology and Public Health, the Robert Wood Johnson 
lvledical School, the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Sexuali ty, the Association for the Advancement of Health 
Education, and the Society for Adolescent ivledic ine. She 
received the Connecticut Sexuality Educator of the Year Award 
in May 2002. 

Ms. Haffner appears regularly in the national media. She is 
frequently quoted in the Ne ll' York Times and the ll'ashinglon 
Posl, and has appeared on such programs as Nigh/line, 
PrimeTime Live, 20/20, Daleline, Cms.~·{ire, Good Moming 
America, Opmh, and the ]{){/tty Sholl'. 

!vis. Haffner has a Masters of Divinity from Union Theological 
Seminary, a t..'lasters of Public Health from the Yale University 
School of l'vlcdicine and an undergraduate degree from 
Wesleyan University. In 1996-97, she was a Research Fellow at 
the Yale Divinity School. She is also a Fellow of the Society for 
Adolescent Medicine. 

Ms. Haffner has been married for 20 years and is the proud 
mother of a 17-year-old daughter and a ni ne-year-old SOIL 

Complied by Katie Protos. 
For more inj(JI'Ination on !his upcoming pmgmm, please call 
the \Vomen :1· Cenler a/ 322-4843. 
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In the Library 

Women's Role in Espionage and 
Gender and Culture in the 50s 

March is celebrated as Women ~~ HistoJ)' Month and the 
Wom en 's Center Librlll)' has many t•ulumes that chronicle the 
!Jist OJ )' of li'Omen. 

Women in espionage is an aspect of 
women's history on which little has been 
written. In Female Intelligence: Women 
and Espionage in the First World War 
(New York University Press. 2003) 
Tammy t'vl. Proclor focuses on women in 
13riti sh intelligence in World War I. 
Proctor. an associate professor of history 
at Wittenberg University in Ohio. usually 
studies British youth and was led to the 
topic of espionage when she uncovered 
information about Girl Guides who had 

worked for the British War Office. 
Between 1909 and 19 19 over six thousand women. of very 

diverse backgrounds, ages and interests. participated in British 
inte lligence operations in either civilian or military capacities. 
They varied from British teenagers to elderly Belgian women. 
Yet their cont ributions are little-known today and even the 
stories nf alleged spies who were once famous, such as Edith 
Cavell . have been largely forgotten. Proc tor expl ai ns that 
"This book examines both the powerful cultural images of 
the woman spy and the realities of women's intelligence work 
during the period of the British Secret Service's expansion and 
professionalization- the f-irst World War." 

The writer discusses the sexual division of labor that arose in 
inte lligence earl y in the twentieth century. Professional spying 
was associated with the qualities of calmness and coolness then 
usually allri buted to males, whi le exotic sexualized images, such 
as that of the notorious Mala Hari , were associated with females 
in secrets work. However, most of the women involved in 
British intelligence worked in London offices that dealt with 
such issues as mail censorship, aliens who were perceived to be 
threats, and cryptography. They filled such positions as censors, 
decoders, chemical testers, translators, examiners, clerks and 
historians. Gi rl Guides aged as young as fourteen were 
employed largely as messengers, though they were given a few 
other light dut ies. In 19 15 they replaced the Boy Scouts who 
had originally been hired but who were found to be gelling into 
too much mischief. 

Smaller numbers of women worked as spies for Britain in the 
occupied territories in Europe, especially in Belgium. Other 
women worked for the French and Belgian intelligence offices. 
Their duties included gathering information on German military 
movements, encoding and passing on that information and 
organizing networks of spies. While hundreds of women were 
arrested on suspicion of being spies, comparat ively few were 
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convicted and put to death by the 
Germans. A public outcry followed the 
191 5 execution in occupied Brussels of 
Edith Cavell , a British nurse whose 
contributions in volved the humanitari-
an work of hiding and smuggling 

B;ub;ua Clarke 

\\ 'ollll'll \ C enlL'I 

I ihr .tn.ul 

re fugees rather than actual espionage. Other well -known 
spy-martyrs included the Belgian spies Elise Grandprez and 
Gabrielle Petit and the French Louise de Bettignies. 

One chapter is devoted to Mala Hari , a Dutch exotic dancer, 
and to others who contributed to the popular image of female 
spies as women who seduced men in order to obtain important 
information from them. Proctor shows how this image of the 
spy-seductress owes more to works of fi ction than to reality. 
The vast majority or women in intelligence worked quietly and 
diligently, with lillie recognition of thei r contributions to the 
war effort. 

Deborah L. Nelson is the editor of 
't' S Q Gender and Culture in tlw /1)50.1· 

(Feminist Press, 2005), which was also 
published as an issue of \\'omen:~ 
Studies Quol'/erly. Nelson, an associate 
professor of English at the University 
of Chicago, notes the distinction 

~III UfR AII O L, Ut l URt between the nostal!!ia for the fifties 
IN l ilt 19 ~01 ~· 

and the idealization of that era, and the 
critical accounts by many in the fields of 
gentler and sexuality studies. She feels 
that many scholars have "rctlescribed 

the 1950s as an era of oppressive normalization, anxiety, 
depression and simmering discontent.'' 

The contributors, mostl y academics working in the United 
States, represent a variety of ages, backgrounds, opinions and 
expertise. Some experienced the fifties themsel ves while the 
younger writers have only studied the era. Thei r articles cover a 
diverse array of topics including women, Communism and the 
Catholic Church in fvlexico; American families who adopted 
children fathered by G l ~ in Korea; the remarkable success of the 
scandalous 1956 novel, Peyton Place; the lives of Russ ian 
women during the Khrushchev years; and gender and sex uality 
in three of Patricia Highsmith 's novels. 

Some of our other recent books on women's history include: 
llvmen\- HistOJ)' in Global Perspectit•e , Vols. 1-3, edi ted hy 
Bonnie G. Smith, Tile Road to Seneca Fall.~: Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and tile First Hvmen 's Rights Com•ention by Judith 
Wellman, and Restoring Women's HistOJ)' 1'/irougil Historic 
Presen •ation edited by Gail Lee Dubrow & Jennifer B. 
Goodman. 

Women 's VU 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Annual Antoinette Brown Lecture 
Laurel Schneider presents: 
H'llcn Hell Freezes Ol'er: Feminism, 
Ontology, and Multiplicity 
Thursday, March 16, 7: 00pm in 
B~nton Chapel at the Vanderbilt 
Divinity School 
What : Antoine tte Brown ( 1825- 1921) 
was n U.S. abolitionist, l'eminist, 
and was the first woman ordained 
minister in the U.S. The lectureship 
is intended to bring distingui shed 
women theologians and church 
leaders to the Divinity School to 
speak on a variety o f concerns for 

women in ministry. This talk confronts a Chri sti an theological 
hi story vulnerable to pat rian.:halism and white supremacy. 
Who: Lmtrel Schneider, Chicago Associate Professor of 
Theology, Ethics, ami C ulture, Chicago Theological Seminary 
will be the featured gues t speaker. 
Thi s event is free and open to the public. For more information, 
call 322-2776 

Pn•gnancy Resource Forum 
Where and When: Tuesday, March 21st, 7pm in th~ lloarcl 
of Trust Room at the Student Life Cente r 
\Vhal : Du you knoll' II' hat to do (!'you or .\'011/eo//e you kilo\\' is 
pregnmrt at Vmulahilt '! Are you interested i11 leami11g more 
about II' hat re.wmrct•s are awtilable 011 a11d r?ff' cm111JIIs '! 
Panelists from organizations in the Vanderbilt and Nashville 
community will discuss pregnancy and how the choices a round 
pregnancy wi ll impact your life as a student. Resources wil l 
be provided with informat ion regarding serv ices and support 
available to students. Cosponsored by Vanderbilt Stude nts for 
Life and the Vanderbilt Feminists. T his event is free and open 
to the publ ic . For more informat ion , contact Emily Gaddis at 
emi ly. r.gaddis@vanderbilt.edu or Emily Oaunach at 
e mi ly.bau nac h@ vanderbilt .cdu. 

Women in Academe Series Presents : 
Combating Sexualllarassment in Grad School 
Thursday, March 23, 4:10pm-5:30pm, lluttrick Hall , 
Rm. 206 
What: After defining the specifics of sexual harassment a nd 
reviewing the reporting process and the ir possible outcomes, 
representatives from the Opportunity Development Center will 
present the different resources prov ided by Vande rbilt 
University that ass ist in its prevention and allenuation. 
\Vho: This event is free and open to anyone who is, or who is 
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considering becoming a g raduate s tudent. 
For more information, contact vancssa.k. va l des @ vanderbilt .edu 

The i\largar('( C un inggim Wom en 's C ente r Annual Lecture: 
Se.nwli~}', Spirituality, and Religion: What's the Connection? 
Tuesday, March 28, 7pm, Wilson Hall, Rm. 103 
Wha t : T he Re verend De bra W. Haffn~r. an ordained minister 
a nd a sexolog ist for the pas t 30 years , will help us explore the 
connectio n between our sexuality and our faith s. Rev. Haffner 
w ill be speaking on topics such as: \\'lwt does tire Bible 
really s11y liiHmt sex'! 11'/ry lire so many religious institutions 

concemed about your sex l((e '! II' hal's tire IU'II' nwvelnent.f(Jr 
sexual justice i11 ./{tith cmllllll/ll ities: 
Co-sponsored wi th Women and Gender Studies, The Carpe nter 
Program in Relig ion , Gender a nd Sexua lity, and Nashville 
CABLE. For more information, contact katie.protos@ 
vanderbi lt.edu 

Second Annual Women 's His tory !\ Iouth Dis ting uished Lecture 
Professor Tina Camp! 
Thursday, March 30th, 5: lOpm, Wilson 126 
Wh a t : Tina Camp! is Associate Professor of History and 
Women's Studies and the Interim Director, Prog ram in Women 's 
Studies, Duke University. Tina Campt 's talk is called " Pictures 
of 'Us'? - Race, Gender and the His torical Image" 
Who: This event is free and open to the public. 
For more information, please contact monica.casper@vanderbilt.edu 

Ongoing : 
Seedpod Senescence: worl<s by Pa tricia .Jordan 
What: Patricia Jordan utilizes bio logical and me taphorical 
imagery in charcoal d rawings, prints and collages to deal 
with the "change of life" for women- an exploration of the 
possibilities for this new life stage. The show runs February 6 
through Apri I 28. To see the show, call 322-4843 for viewing 

times and directions. 

REGULAR GROUPS/ lVIEETINGS 
Sistahs Reading Sistahs 
Wednesday, March 1, 12:30- 1:30pm (M~cts the l si 
Wednesday) 
What : A book group fo r everyone interested in reading African­
Ame rican women authors. This month the group will be reading 
Coldest \\'inter Ever by Sista Souljah. 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone! 
For more info, please contact regina.snell @vanderbilt.edu 

T-Ul ,AST 
T-BLAST was meeting the second Monday of the month. 
However, due to staff transitions, this continued 011 page 6 
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Mt'.-rc.h, .zoot &t'.-ten~t'.-r Li$titU]$ 
continued jimn page 5 

group is currently not meeting. For more information about LGBT 
groups in the community, contact melincln.brown@vanderbilt.edu 

NEW! 
~ lal<ing Conned ions: A discussion group about Body Image 
What : Come join a discussion group to learn about making 
closer connections with others, your body-and most imp011antly­
yourself. Topics may include body image, intimate relationships, 
self confidence, managing anxiety and stress, and many others. 
Come check it out. Contidentinl. 
Who: Free and open to anyone with an interest in these issues. For 
more information, time and location: call Pamela Fishel-lngram, 
Ph.D., 343-356 1 or e-mail pnmela.ingram@vnnderbilt.cdu 

Creative Life Planning Group 
'1\ll'sclays, March 7, 14,21 and 28, ll:30am- 1:00 pm (Meets 
«:!Very 'J\Il'Sday) 
What/Who: A group for all dedicated to living life intentionally 
and creatively. Free and open to eve•yone and is usually attended 
by women between 40 and 90 years of age. 
For more information, call 322-4843. 

Creat ive Writing Group 
'1\lesday, March 14, at 5:30pm-7pm (meets the 2nd 'fi•esday) 
What : The Creative Writing Group is open to new members! We 
look f01ward to hearing your piece. No writing experience neces­
sary. You can bring a piece or create one at the group. 
\Vho: This group is free and open to everyone. It is led by Anna 
Sir who will be doing some writing instruction as well as facilita­
tion of the group. For more information, or to RSVP to the group, 
contact annasir@bellsouth.net 

Vandy ~loms 

Thursday, March 9 and 23, 11:30mn-12:31lpm (Meets the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays) 
What/Who: Moms of any age! Women who juggle! Superheroes! 
Open to all mothers, pm1nered or single. This is a support network 
that provides advocacy for moms in the Vanderbilt and larger com­
munities. It also provides programming to inform, empower and 
enrich. The !\•larch 9 meeting will be Rhonda Laird (VU 
Chilclcnrc Center) who wi ll discuss age-appropriate discipline. 
'lo RSVP, contact misa.culley@vanderbilt .cdu or call 343-4367. 

Book Group 
J\olonday, March 13, 5:15pm-6:15pm (meets the second 
Monday) 
What/Who: The book group is open to new members at all times 
and is for anyone who loves to rend. The book group wi ll rend 1\0 

Need to Thlk About Kel'ill by Lionel Shri ver. 
for more information, contact Jane Du Bose at jdubose@ 
bcllsouth.net or Carmen Ghennnn at cggherman@yahoo.com 
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Vanderbilt Feminists (Vandy Ft•ms) 
Wednesdays, March 1, IS, 22, and 29, 5:00pm-():00pm (meets 
every Wednesday except the 8th due to Spring Ureal<) 
Who: Open to all students of any gender. 
What : A student group concerned about women's issues on 
campus, and promoting equality between genders. 
Contact emily.c.bnunach@vanderbilt.cdu or katie.protos@ 
vnnclerbilt.cdu Or just come to a meeting.' 

Peer Educators of Project Safe 
Meets Sunday nights 6pm 
What/Who: Peer Educators arc students trai ned to faci litate 
workshops that promote discussion and encourage under­

standing of violence against women. 
For more information, contact kntie.protos@vanderbilt.edu or 
knsic. r.lutt rei I@ vanderbilt .cdu 

~len Promoting a Solution 
~·Ieets Monday nights, lipm in Sarratt 112 (except Mardi 
20, when it is in the Women's Center. NO meeting the 
6th/Spring Break week) 

t/\Vho: A group of men dedicated to creating awareness about 
violent crimes against women and eliminating those crimes 
through social change. New members are always welcome! 
For more information, contact steve.frooman @vanderhilt.edu 

Support Group 
\Vhat/\Vho: A supp011 group for women who me survivors 
of domestic/dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. This 
group meets weekly at a contidentialtimc and location; all 

mimmation shared is kept confidential. For more intormntion, 
please contact kacy.silverstcin @vanderbilt.edu or 322-D:n. 

The Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center is pleased to co­
sponsor with the Bishop Joseph Johnson Black Cultural 
Center, Great African American Women Through llistory 
Noontime Film Festi1>al. All movies are on Mondays at 
noon. 

March 13: Rosa Parks: Modem Day Heroine 
March 20: Ella Fitzgerald: Something tv Lil'e For 
March 27: Beall Richards: A Black \Voman Speaks 
April 3: Aida's Rrothers and Sisters: Black Voices in Opera 
April 10: Beyond Tam: The Extraordinwy Life of Hallie 

i'vlcDaniel 
April17: Shirley Chisholm: Unbought wul Unbossed 

Refreshments will be served at each film. 
For more information, please contact the BCC at 322-2524. 

Women's VU 



Iconic Passing 

In the last two months, the women ~· 1110\'ement and the 
cil'il rights IIIOI'£'11/ellt witnessed the loss t?(several 
influential leaders. 

C01·etta Scott King 

On January 30, 2006, Corella Scott King died. She was 
considered the First Lady of the Civil Rights 
Movement, marching hand-in-hand with her husband 
Martin Luther King, Jr., to change a nation's percep­
tions. Her partnership with Dr. King was based on 
mutual respect and a strong commitment to social jus­
tice, racial and economic equality, women and chil­
tlt·en 's rights and equal educational opportunities for all 
peoples. She continued King's work and his legacy 
after his untimely death in 1968, lending her support to 
democratic movements around the world, and sharing 
her influence with leaders of other nations. In 1981, 
her hard work paid otf when the King Center opened to 
the public. Her persistence in ed ucating others about 
social justice and human rights and the strategy of non­
violence is evident in the Center 's many seminars, 
workshops and training programs. She has been the 
stoic icon of the late Dr. King's work , making it her 
own , even as she led the campaign to make his birthday 
a national holiday. (The first national observance of this 
holiday was in 1986.) Ms. King spent 27 years at the 
helm of the King Center before turning the reins over to 
her son, Dexter Scott King in 1995. In the last few 
years, she became active in the causes of AIDS educa­
tion and curbing gun violence. Her legacy may forever 
be entwined with Dr. King's, yet she was an inspira­
tional leader in her own right. 

Wendy Wasserstein 

Pulitzer Pri ze and Tony Award-winning playwright , 
Wendy Wasserstein, lost her battle with lymphoma on 
Jan. 30. She was 55. \Vasserstein was hailed as one of 
the best-known female playwrights of her generation, 
often evoking comparisons to Neil Simon. Her plays 
were witty, yet tinged with social commentary. Her 
interest in women's issues fueled her interest in writing. 
In creating The Heidi Chronicles ( 1989) she gave voice 
to the ambivalance all women feel about " having it all" 
and mirrored the evolution of the women's movement 
from the 1960s through the 1980s. In 1993 she wrote 
The Sistas Rusenweig which dealt with a single 
woman's search for true love. Tn the heart of all of her 
writing is the memorable, strong female character with 
all her dreams, desires , ambiguity and secret yearnings. 
She truly captured the cadence of a woman's heart. 

March 2006 

In Memoriam: Betty Friedan 
Honoring Groundbreaking Author, a NOW Founder and 
First President 

February 4 - Today the National Organization for Women (NOW) 
ami the nation celebrate the life and legacy of Betty Friedan , one of the 
founders of NOW and the modern women 's rights movement. 

"Freidan wrote The Feminine Mystique in 1963, and it opened 
women's eyes," said NOW President Kim Gandy. "Betty recognized a 
longi ng in the women of her generation, a longing for something more 
- opportunity, recognition, fulfillment, success, a chance to live their 
own dreams beyond the narrow definition of 'womanhood' that had 
limited their lives." 

In June, 1966, Betty Friedan and 27 other women and men founded 
NOW, which has grown into the United States' largest femini st organi­
zation. Later that year she was elected NOW 's first president, and her 
fame as an author helped attract hundreds of thousands of women to the 
new organization. Friedan and Dr. Pauli Murray co-authored NOW's 
original Statement of Purpose, which began, "The purpose of NOW is 
to take action to bring women into full participation in the mainstream 
of American society now, exercising all the privileges and responsibili­
ties thereof in truly equal partnership with men." 

Friedan was NOW's president from 1966 to 1970. During that time 
we lobbied the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to 
enforce laws against sex discrimination in employment, and to ban ads 
that were segregated by sex. We forced airlines to change their policies 
that permitted only female flight attendants, and required them to resign 
once they married or turned 32. And in a key achievement, NOW con­
vinced President Johnson to sign an Executive Order barring sex dis­
crimination by federal contractors. In 1968, NOW became the first 
national organization to endorse the legalization of abortion. 

Gandy remembers that time: "Betty led NOW through those first few 
turbulent years after our founding in 1966, when we were challenging 
every orthodoxy about what it meant to be a woman - about what it 
would mean to have control over your own body and your own life, and 
not be limited by other peoples' stereotypes." 

Latifa Lyles, elected a national Vice President of NOW last year at 
age 29, says of Friedan, "The movement that was sparked by The 
Feminine Mystique continues today to inspire women of my generation 
to take action to achieve full equality." 

The organizat ion she led celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. 
Gandy says, "She sparked a movement that is larger and stronger than 
ever- made up of women who expect equality and equal opportunity 
for ourselves and our daughters, and the men who stand with us." 

Used with permission from the NO IV website. Copyright 2006. 

For more news and i1~(onnation regarding women :~ issues, please visit 
www. NOIV.org 
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O NE STEP FORWARD ... 
As reported in \\vmen s I'U back in December 2005, 'I he Burl·au of Labor 
Statblir' announced last August that it would cease collecting data on work­
ing women. Since many polit:ies are constructed using Census Bureau as 
well as labor statistics, many argued that this was a gross oversight to work­
ing women everywhere. Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA) and Senator 
Tom Harkin (0 -IA), along with their colleagues in the House, Rosa 
DeLauro (D-NY) and Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) took up the light to have it 
reinstated. When President Bush signed the Health/Labor/Education 
Appropriations bill on December 30, it included an amendment that required 
BLS to reinstate its program on wlle<:ting data on working women . 

... TWO STEPS BACK 
When the Violence Against Women t\ cl (VAWA) expired at the end of 
September last year, activists urged the Senate and House lo reauthorize the 
Act quickly in order to safeguard the millions of dollars needed 10 fund pro­
grams across the countl)•. After passing unanimously in both the House and 
Senate last year, I he President signed the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 on January 5, 2006. Unfortunately, the draft of 
his FY 2007 budget proposes an overall cut in funding for these domestic 
violence programs as well as no funding for the law's 2 1 new programs. 
The budget includes $546 million for domestic violence programs for PY 
2007, hut this is a decrease of $20 million appropriated for 2006. As repor1-
cd by other media, these domestic violence programs are part of many of the 
social programs that will be cut from the budget. tvlany programs being cui 
include social programs that aid the poor. such as housing assistance for the 
elderly, food stamp programs, child care and of course, Medil·are and 
Medica id. 

N,\Sil \' ILLE NO\V CNATI0:0.:,\1. On< ; \ NIZ" ro :-. ron Wo.\IEN) meets 
the 4th Monday of the month, 1'vlarch 27 at the Nashvi lle Peace and 
Justit:e Center behind Scarrill Bennett at 7pm. This meeting is open 
to members, friends and those seeking more information. For more 
information, contact CynthiaNashNOW@aol.com, 
tennesseenow@~:onH:ast.net or 269-7 141 . 

NASII\'II.LE CA BLE 's next meeting wi ll be at the Stadium Club at 
Vanderbilt on March S from II :30am-l :00 p.m. Regist ration dead line 
is 5:00p.m. on Friday, tvlarch 3. Members are $25/Guests $35 (vege­
tariarl meals available upon request and must be ordered in advance). 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Nashville CABLE's ATHENA Awnnls Progrmn wi ll be held on 
March 30, 2006 at The Pa11henon at Centennial Park. Reception is at 
6:00pm; Program is at 7:00pm. The Nashvi lle ATHENA Awards 
Program is designed to re~:ognize. encourage and celebrate the 
achievements of women in business and their professions. The 
ATHENA Award honors those women who have altai ned and personi­
fy the highest level of excellence. Vanderbilt University is the present­
ing sponsor for the event. 

The Bishop Joseph Johnson Ulnck Cull ural Ccnlct· presents 
Unsung Heroines: Honoring IJ/nck ll'olnl'll (!~'Courage to honor the 
first black women graduates of Vanderbilt University and Peabody 
College on ~·larch 23, 7pm in the BOT Rm in the Student Life Center. 
To RSVP, please contat:t BCC at 322-2524. The ivlargaret Cuninggim 
Women's Center is pleased to be a co-sponsor of th is event. IZD 
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Women's VU mailing list 

IIYJ/IIen s I'U is sent free, on request, to all 
Vanderbilt students and to faculty and staff at a 
campus address. Subst:riptions are available to 
off-campus readers for a suggested donation of 
$ 10 per year. Please include your check, payable 
to Vanderbilt University, with your subscription. 

CJ Please send my free subscription to a campus 
address. (Student subscriptions arc free to nny 
address.) 

0 Please send my subscription to an off-campus 
address. Donation is enclosed. 

CJ Please eorret:t my name on your mailing list. 

0 Please remove my name from your mailing 
list. 

Name _____________ __ _ 
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CJ Student (speci fy school & year) ____ _ 
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